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SCOTTISH CHIEFS. 



CHAPTER I. 

T0E foa MMe as the funenl pnceamon of the i^ 
of Mar moTod from before the gates of the monasteir 
at Falkirk. Lord Ruthven an<f Edwin moanted tkeir 
liofsea. The maids of the two ladies led them forth 
towards the litters which were to convey them so loi^ 
a journey. Lady Ruthven came first, and Wallace 
placed her tenderly in her carriage. The Countess 
DQxt ajqpeared, clad from head to foot in the deep weeds 
of her widowhood. . Her child followed in the arms of 
its nurse. At s^ht of the innocent babe whom he had 
BO often seen pressed to the fond bosom of the fiither 
be was now following to the grave, tears rushed into 
the eyes of Wallace. Lady Mar at that moment lifted 
her veil, and meeting his commiserating look, applied 
It to herself, and with a flush of joy sunk her head up* 
on the shoulder of her maid. Wallace advanced to 
her respectfully, and handing her to her vehicle, urgcffl 
her to cherish life for the sake of her child. She threw 
herself back in violent agitation on her pillow, and 
Wallace deeming the presence of her babe the surest 
comforter J after blessing it with ill the fervour of its 
father's friend, laid it by her side. At Uiat moment, 
before he had relinquished it, she bent her face upon 
his hands, and bathing them with her tears, in a stifled 
voice said, *' Oh ! Wallace, remember me V* Lord 
Ruthven rode up to bid adieu to his friend, and thejit- 
ters moved on. Wallace promised that both he and ^- 
win should helur of him in the course of a few days ; and 
'9ifectionately gracing the hand of the latter, bade him 
farewell. 

Hear of him they should, but not see him ; for it was 
his determination to set off tliat night for Durham, 
where he was informed that Ediward with the lem^ina 
«f his army now Uj, and jeuMd by his young 4|iir~ 
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meant to aojonrn till hi« woonds were healed. WalUo^ 
believed that his pretence in Scotland could be no lon- 
ger senriceable, aiid might engender continual inteatino 
diTiaionB ; he would therefore seek to fulfil his tow to 
Mar^ (for he thought it probable that Helen might be 
cjurried to the English court,) and then attemot an in> 
terriew with young Bruce, to learn how far he nad suc- 
ceeded in persuading his father to leave the vassalage 
of Edward, and to resume the scejfttre of his ancestors. 

To effect his plan without hindrance, immediately 
on the disap^arance of the cavalcade, he retired to his 
apartment, and addressed a letter to Lord Ruthven tell- 
ing him that he was going on an expedition whidi^-he 
trusted in heaven, would prove beneficial to his coun- 
try ; but as it was an enterprise of rashness, he would 
not load his soul with making any one his companion ; 
and therefore he be^ed Lord Ruthven to teach his 
friends so to consider a flight, which they might other- 
wise deem unkind. 

All the brother was in his letter to Edwin ; conjuring 
faim to prove bis affection for his friend, by ouietly abid- 
ing at home till thev should meet again in Scotland. 

Another epistle he wrote to Andrew Murra;^, now 
Lord Bothwell : addressing him as the first chieftain who 
with him had struck a blow fi>r Scotland, and as his dear 
friend and brother soldier, he confided to his care the 
valiant troop which had followed him from Lanerk h— 
Tell them, said he, that in obeying you, they still serve 
with me : they perform their duty to Scotland at home 
— I, abroad : our aim is the same $ and we shall meet 
i^in at the consmmation of our labors. 
. lliese letters he enclosed in one to Scryn^geour, with 
orders to dispatch two of them according to their di- 
rections ; but to Murray, Scrymgeour wae himself, at 
the head of the Lanerkers. to take to that nobleman, 
who would, explain to him nis farther wishes. 

At the glooming of evening Wallace left the monaste- 
>y,and at the door, put his packet into the hand of the 
poorterto deliver to scrymffeour ^hen he should appear 
there at his usual hour. As the chief meant to assume 
a minstrel's garb that he might travel the country unre* 
OQgniced a* Hs once adored Regent, he took his way to- 
wards a cave in Torwood, where he had at noon depoe> 
^^ hia iBMiit of ^^goise. When arrived theroi In 
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AiAinied huiMelf of all but bis sword, dirk, and brsMt- 
fiBi/6 f he eovered his tartan ^amberson with a minstrel'* 
eassoc 5 aad staining bis bn|;bt complexion with thft 
juice of a beny, concealed his brighter locks beneath a 
eloee bonnet. Being thus completely eqaippedyhe threw 
his harp over his shoulder ; and baring first in that 
deep solitude where no eye beheld, nor ear heard him, 
but that <^ God, invoked a blessing on his enterprise j 
with a buoyant spirit rejoicing in the power in whose 
light he moved, he went forth, and under the sweet se-. 
renity of a summer night, pursued his way along the 
broom-clad hills of M uiravenside. 

All lay in profound rest. Not a human creature cross* 
ed his path till the carol of the lark summon^ the hus- 
bandman to his rural toil, and spread the thymy hills &nd 
Misled pastures with herds and flocks. As the lowing of 
cattle descending to the water, and the bleating or the 
sheep hailing the morning beam, came on every breeze, 
and mingleciwith the joyous voices of their herdsmen 
calling to each other from afax 3 all met the ear of 
Wallace, his conscious heart could not but whisper — 
" I have been the happy instrument to effect this ! I 
have restored every man to his paternal fields : I haye 
filled all these honest breasts with gladness.'' 

He stopped at a little moss-covered cabin on a bum 
eide beneath Craig Castle in Mid-Lothian, and vras bos* 
pitably entertained by the simple inhabitants. Wallace 
repaid their kindness with a few ballads which he sans 
accompanied by his harp. As be gave the last notes of 
King Arikur*8 Death in Glory ^the worthy cottar raised 
his head from the spade on which be leaned, and asked 
whether he could not sing about the present glory of 
Scotland ? Our renowned Wallace, said he, is worth 
King Arthur and all the knights of his round table ; for 
lie not only conquers for us in war, but establishes us in 
happy peace. Who, like him, of sJl our great captains, 
tooK such care of the poor, as to give them not onhr 
the bread that sustaineth the temporal, but that wbicii 
supports the eternal life ? Sing us then his praises, nun- 
etrei, and tarry with us days instead of hours. The wife 
and the children, who clung about their melodious vis- 
itant, joined in this request ; but Wallace rising, with 
a nodened smile said, I cannot sing what yon require : 
bat yott may oblige Sir WiUiam Wallace, if r 



Uihtii kikter ftam bim, of which I tin the bwrif; feoMLtkd 
Dondaff at Berwick. I havebeenwekiiig forafkitbfcl 
Scdt to wbom I coald totrutt it, and now I havo fouiid 
ono. ft is to reveal to the noble Dandaff. the dealh 
of kifl gallant son, for whom all Scotland most ^moum to 
its latest generations. ' ' 

The honest shepherd gladly accepted this mission ; 
and his wift, loading their guest's scrip with her choicest 
fruits and cakes, accompanied him, followed by her chil* 
dren,to the bottom of the hill. 

In this manner, sitting at the board of the lowly, and 
sleeping beneath the thatched roof, did Wallace pursue 
his way throusk Tweedale and Ettrick Forest, till he 
reached the Cheviots. From every lip he hiMird his own 
praises ; heard them with redoubled satisfaction, for he 
could have no suspicion of their sincerity, as they were- 
uttered to a poor minstrel, and by persons without ex- 
pectation that their expressions of gratitude would ever 
reach the Regent's ear. 

It was the sabbath-day when he mounted the Chevi-^ 
ots. He stood on one of their summits, and leaning on 
his harp, contemplated the fertile dales he left behind. 
The gay villagers in their best attires, were thronging to 
their churches, while the aged, too infirm for the walk, 
were sitting cheerfully in the sun at their cottage doors, 
adoring their Almighty Benefactor in the sobliroer tem- 
ple ci the universe. All spoke of security and hapfri- 
BOSS. " Thus I leave you, beloved Scotland ! And may 
I, on my return over these bills, still behold thy sons anid 
dknghters rejoicing in the heaven-bestowed peace &£ their 
land!'' . 

Havinff descended into Northumberland, his well-re- 
plenishea scrip was his only provider 5 and when it wae 
exhausted, he purchased food from the peasantrjf. He 
would not accept the hospitality of a country which he 
had so lately trodden down as an enemv. Here he heard 
his name mentioned with terror as weU as adnaimtion. 
While many related circumstances of misery to which 
the ravaging of their lands had reduced them, all concur- 
red in speaking highly of the moderation with which thtt 
Bftettisii leader treated his conqoesCi. 

Late in the evening Wallace arrived at the Borth side 
ef the rivertlHt surroended the episeoMl city ef Der* 
^» ^ciMNd Stvee Bridge, fttinlaititl gii^ ^il 
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beiir a nrtvi]fl||«d character) pretantod liSa Mag atop- 
ped by toe gnaurd at the gate ; bat aa he entered under 
the porchy a horae that waa gomg thrcnwh atarted at hia 
afarabt appearance. Ita rider madaenW exclaimed, 
*' Fool, thou doat not aee Sir William Wallace V Then 
taming to the object of the animaPa alarm, he called 
oat : ** Harper, you fi^ighten my horae : draw back till I 
paaa/' Wallace, not di^Hpleaaed to find that the terror of 
nim waa ao great amongat the enemiea of Scotland, that 
they even addreaaed their animala aa if they ahared their 
drnid ; atood out of the way, and aaw the apeaker to be a 
young Southron knisht, who now with difficulty kept hia 
aeat on the reative beast. Making a desperate pianee, 
it would have thrown him, had not Wallace put forth hia 
hand and aeized the bridle. By hia aaaiatance, the horae 
waa aoothed; and the young lord thanking him for hia 
aerricea, told him, that aa a reward, if he chose, he would 
introduce him to play before the queen, who that day 
held a grand feaat tit the bishop's palace. Wallace, who 
thought it probable that he might either aee or hear ti- 
dinffa of Lady Helen in this assembly, and most likely 
find easier access to Bruce than he could otherwise do, 
giadly accepted the dfer. Accordingly the knight, who 
was Sir Piers Gaveaton, the son of a brave Gascon no- 
bleman ^ho had joined the king of England'a pauty, or- 
dered the minstrel to follow him. He turned nis horse 
tofnuds the city, and Wallace obeying, wa^ conducted 
through the gates of the citadel to the palace within ita 
walla. 

On entering the ban^uetting hall, he waa placed by 
the knight in the musician's ^lery, there to await his 
aonunona to her majesty. The entertainment being 
spread, the room was soon fiill of guests ; and the queen 
was led in by the haughty bishop of the See, the king 
being too ill of his wounds to allow of his joining so 
larse a company. The beauties of the lovely sister of . 
Phriip le Bel seemed to fill the gaze and hearts of all & 
the byHrtandeta, and none aj^aied to remember that i 
Edward waa abaent. Wallace hardly glanoBd on her 
jonthftd charms : his eyes roamed from nde to side in 
quest (rf* a fiurar, a dearer object ; the captive dauf^hter 
of hb dead ftiend! But Helen was not there, neither 
was De Valence ; but Buchan, ilthol, and SouUs aa% 
iJie tof^ Uuiamt in all the pomp of fbudal * 
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deur, but salleii and reveiig>6fiil; Ibr thedofeatoft tlw' 
Carroll bad obscured tbe victory of Falkirk, and iBatead 
ojf their having wesonted Edward ^o hia young oueeii at 
the conqueror of Scotland, ahe had found them lugitires 
in the castle of Durham. 

As soon as the royal band had finished their grand 
pieces, Gaveston pressed forward towards the queen, 
and told her that he had presumed to introduce a travel* 
ling minstrel into the gallery, hoping that she would or- 
der him to perform for her amusement, as he could sing 
legends from the descent of the Romans to the victories 
ofnCdward I. With all the eagerness of her age in quest 
of novelties, she commanded that he should be' immedi- 
ately brought to her, 

Gaveston having presented him, Wallace bowed with 
the respect due to her sex and dignity, and to the esteem 
in which he held her ro^al brother. Margaret desired 
him to place his harp before her, and begin to sing. As 
he knelt on one knee and struck its sounding choras, she 
stopped him by the inquiry of whence he came ? — From 
the north country, was his reply. 

Were you ever in Scotland ? asked she. Often. 

The youn^ lords crowded round to hear this dialogue 
between majesty and lowliness. She smiled, and turn- 
ing to the nobles, said, do not accuse me of disloyalty 
eitner to my king or my husband ; but I have a curiosity 
to ask another question. Nothing your majesty wish- 
es to know, said Bishop Beck, can be amiss. Then tell 
me, cried she, (for you wandering minstrels see all the 
great, good or bad, else how could you make 8on||s about 
them ?) did you ever meet Sir William Wallace m your 
travels 1 I have, madam. P^ay tell me what he is like ! 
for you will probably be unpiisjudiced ; and that is what , 
I can hardly expect u this case, fVora any of theaCf brave 
lords. Wallace, wishing to avoid further queistioning on 
this subject, replied. I have never seen bim so distinct- 
ly, as to be able to prove any right to your mi^esty'a 
ojHuion of my judgment. Cannot you. sing me tome 
ballad about nim f mquired she, lauffbing, uid if you 
are a little poetical in your praise, I will excuse yon/as 
my royal father thinks he would have nhown bright in 9 
fkirer cause. My songa are dedicated to glory set in th/ 

ive; returned Wallace, therefore Sir William Wa. 
fitalta or virtue* w&U net be tung by mt. TImml. 
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lie ii ft very vowg nsByJ sofvpoie, fbr j<m SMVot very 
old, tnd jeCjufa talk of not mirviTinff him. I waa u 
hopes, cried abe, addreniag Beck, tLat my k>rd the 
kUff wottld have broogbt toia Wallace to mto aupi)ed 
vitn me here; bet for once rebelUon OTercame its 



Beck made ao^M reply vhich Wallace did not bear i 
and the queen again turning to him, aaid. my good min- 
rtrel, we French ladies are very fond of bieauty ; and 
you will not a little reconcile me to these northern 
realms, if you will tell me whether he ia any thing like 
as handsome aa any one of the gay knnrhts with whom 
you see me surrounded ? Wallace smiled, and replied, 
the beauty of Sir William Wallace liea in a strong arm 
and a tender heart ; and if these be charms in the €ye» 
ef female goodness, be may hope not to be quite an ob- 
ject of abhorrence to the sister of Philip of France. Tlie 
minstrel bowed as he spoke, and the youQg queen laugh* 
tng ^ain, said, I wish not to come within tbe influence 
ofeither. But sing me some Scottish legend, and I will 
promise, wherever I see the knight, to treat "him with 
aU the courtesy due from a daughter of France. 

Wallace again struck the chords of his harp : and with 
1 voice whose full and melodious tones rolled round the 
Mst concave of the hall, he sang' the triumph of Reu' 
Iner. (a) The queen, as he sang, fixed her eyes upon 
Mtti ; 'and when he ended, she turned and said to Gaves- 
ton, if the voice of this man had been Wallace's trumpet, 
I riioald not wonder at the discomfiture of England. He 
almost tempted me from my allegiance, as the warlike 
animation of his notes seemed to cliarge the flyins South 
rons. Speaking, she rose, and presenting a jewelled ring 
to the'mmstrel, left the apartment. 

The lords crowded out after her ; and the musicians 
coming down from the gallery, seated themselves with 
much rude jolity to regale on the remnants of the feast. 
Wallace who had before discovered tbe senachie (6) of 
Bruce, bv the arms on his coat, gladly saw him drawing 
towards him. He came to invite the stranger minstcel 
to partake of their fare. Wallace did not apnear to de^ 
dine it i and as the court bard seemed rather devoted 
to the pfeasuree of wine, he found it not difficult to draw 
firomhmi what he wanted to know. He learnt tlUt 
Bn0e WM jrtiU is the cHtk «a4«r ^mU i aad. 
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tdded the BMtn, I sbaH feel no little mortifipstiofn toliii 
obliged in th« course of half an hour, to relinquish these 
festivities for the gloomy duties of his apartment. 

This was precisely the point to which Wallace had 
wished to lead him ; and pleading fatiffue^ he offered to 
sunply the senachie's place in the earrs chamber. The 
haifantoxicated bard accepted the proposition with ea- 
gerness : and as the shades of night had long closed in/ 
he conducted his illustrious substitute throusfa some vault- 
ed passages which led from the palace to the large round 
tower (c) of the castle, informing him, as they went, that 
he was to sleep in a recess adjoining to Bruce'a room ; 
but that he was to continue playing there till the last 
vesper bell from the abbey in the neighbourhood should 
give the signal for the laying aside the harp. By that 
time Bruce would befallen asleep, and he mignt lie down 
on the pallet of the recess. 

Air this Wallace promised punctually to obey; and 
being conducted by the senacnie up a spiral staircase, 
was left in the little anti-room. The chief drew the 
cowl df his minstrel cloak over hi? face, and set his 
harp before him in order to play. He could see through 
its strings that a group of knights were in earnest con- 
versation at the farther end of the apartment, but thev 
spoke so low that he could not h^ir what was said. 
One of the part^ turned round, and the lamp which 
hunff from the middle of the roof shedding its rays up6n 
his face, discovered him to be the brave Earl of Ulouces- 
ter, whom Wallace had taken and retaken and released 
at Berwick. Another, the same light shewed to be Per- 
cy, Earl of Northumberland. Wallace found the strange- 
ness of his situation. He, the conqueEonof Edward; to 
have been singing as a mendicant in his halls, and having 
given laws to the two great- men before him. he now sat 
in their view as unobserved as ,unfeared by tiiem ! Their 
figures concealed that of Bruce : but at last, when all 
rose together, he heard Gloucester say in rather an ele- 
vated voice, K«ep up your spirits. — This envy of year 
base countnmen will recoil upon themselves. It cannot 
be long tilbfore King Edward discovers the motives of 
thfeir accusations, aM bis noble nature will acquit yen 
accordingly. 

Mr acqnitt^ ri^M. Bruce in a firm tone, will nol 
n« wmt IWw«id% }ate injuitioe kM rifled fipon n* i 
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ud, as that it Uie caae, I am willing to abide bjr theteit 
oCmw own actioDt, and bj them to open the door of my 
freedoml Your king may depend on it, added he, with 
M sarca^ic smile, that I am not a man to be influenced 
against the risht. Where I owe duty, I will pay it to 
tSe utmost farthing. 

Percy, who did not apprehend the true meaning of 
this q>eech, immediately answered, I believe you, and 
so must all the world j for did you not give brave proofs 
of it in bearing arms against the triumphant Sir mlliam 
Wallace 7 I did indeed give proofs of it, returned Bruce, 
which I hope the world will one day know, by bearing 
arms against the usurper of my country's rights ! And 
in defiance of injustice and treason,' before men and an- 
gels I swear, cried he, to perform my dutv to the end j 
and to retrieve to bgnor, the insulted, the degraded name 
of Bruce ! 

Thfe two earls fell a little back before the vehement 
action which accompanied this burst from the soul of 
Bruce 3 and Wallace caught a glimpse of his youthful 
form, which stood pre-eminent in patriotic virtue, be- 
tween the Southron lords : his fine countenance slowed, 
and his brave spirit seemed to emanate in light from 
every part of his body. " My prince and brother !" ex- 
claimed Wallace to himself, ready to rush forward and 
throw himself at his feet, or into his arms. 

Gloucester, as little as Northumberland, compro* 
bending his ambijguous declaration, replied, let not your 
heart my brave friend, burn too hotly against the king 
for this arrest. He will be the more urgent to obliter- 
ate by kindness this injustice when he understands the 
aims of the Cummins. I have myself felt his wrath , 
and a6 it was misplaced, who is there in England more 
favoured by Edward than Ralph de Monthermer 7 My 
caae will be yours. Good night, Bruce. May kind an- 
gels ^ve you propitious dreams, to repeat the augury of 
your true friends 1 Percy at the same time shook hands 
with the younff earl, and the two Southron nobles left 
the room togotner. 

Wallace could now take a more leisurely survey of 
Bruce. He no longer wore that gay embroiderea ac- 
qneton $ his tunic was black velvet ; and all the rest of 
kia gmrments accorded with the same hue. Soon after 
Um loids quittfed him, the buoyant elMticity of i^s '- 



TfffiS 8C011PB9H CtBBW, 

■K wtnch before ifeetned readj to riip ftoM *th< euidi;> 
ib WS8 his soul elevated by bis sublime resolves, gavte> 
way to melancholy retroepection ; and he threw him- 
self into a chair, with his hands clasped upon' his knee^ 
ilfld hia eyes fiied in musing gaze upon the floor. It wa0 
now that Wallace touched the strings of his harp. The 
Deaik qf CiitkulUn rolled over tl^ sounding strings : 
but Bruce heard as though he heard them not j|— they' 
soothed his mood; without his perceiving what it wa« 
that calmed, yet deepened the saddened thoughts which' 
possessed him. His posture remained the same ; and 
sigh after sigh gave the only responses to the strains of 
the baid. 

Wallace grew impatient for the chimes of that vesper- 
hell which, by assuring Bruce's attendants that he was 
^ne to Tetltf would secure from interruption the con- 
terence he meditated. Two servants entered; — BrucO; 
scarcely looking up; bade them withdraw, for he should 
not need attendance ; he did not know when he should 
so to bed ; and he desif ed to be no further disturbed. 
The men obeved ; and Wallace immediately changing 
the melancholy strain of his haro; struck the chords to 
the proud triumph he had played in the hall. Not one 
note of either piece had he vet sung to Bruce ; but when 
lie came to the passage in the latter, appropriated to 
these lines : 

'' Arise, glory qf Albin,from thy cloud, 
And Bkine upon thine ovm V* - 

a.' 

He could not forbear giving the words voice. Bruce 
started from his seat. He looked towanib the minstrel, 
and walked the room in great disorder of mind. The 
pealing sound of the harp, and his own mental confu- 
sion, prevented his distinguishing that it was not the 
voice of his senachie. The words alone, he heard ^ and 
th^ seemed a call which his heart panted to obey. 
The hand of Wallace paused upon the instrument.^- 
He looked around to see that all observation was in- 
deed at a. distance. Not th&t he dreaded any thing for 
himself; for his magnanimous mind, coorageous from 
infancy, by a natural instinct, had never known personal 
foar : out anxious that he should not ftreeipitate Bmc^ 
relets daager, he fint MliiMi Ihibi^ Ihst «ll 
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ef CBMliaui oeoaaioned by reiectioBs ioo nckiag to te 
bone with eqiianimity, (for they earned sel^bUaae 
nkmg with them ; or rather a blame on his fiither, which 
aiemd him to the heart,) Wallace alowly advanoed 
Mil the recess. The agitated Bruce accidentally raiv* 
ing hie head, to hia aurpriae beheld a man in a minatrel'^ 
garb, who was mnch too tall to be hia lenachie, and 
who amoached him, he thought, with a caution that 
protenaed treachery. He spratig on hia feet, and caught 
ma sword from tbe table ; and at the moment, whoa 
perhaps, his voice, by alarming the attendants that sl^ 
u the next room, might have surrounded him with dan- 
ger. Wallace threw oif his cowL Bruce stood g^xtng 
on him stiffened with astonishment. Wallace, in a 
low voice exclaimed, do you not know me my prince 7 
Brace, without speakings threw his arms about his neck. 
He was silent as he hung on him, but his tears jBowed : 
be. had much to say, but excess o^ emotion rendered it 
unutterable. Wallace, as he returned the fond embrace 
ef friendship, said, ** How is it that I not only see yon 
a close prisoner, but in these weeds V Bruce, at last 
forcing himself to articulate, answered, ^' I have known 
misery in all its forms, since we parted, but I have not 
yet power to name my grief of griefs, while I tremble 
at the peril to which you have exposed yourself by seek* 
inff me : the vanquisher of Edward, the man who snatch- 
ea Scotland fix>m his grasp, were he known to be with- 
in these walls, would he a prize for which the boiling 
revenge of the tyrant would give half his kingdom !— — 
Think then, my friend, how 1 must shudder at this dat- 
ing. I am surrounded by spies j and should yon be dis- 
covered, Robert Bruce will then have the curses of hie 
country added to the judsments which already have 
fiilen on his heed." As he spoke, they sat down to- 
gether on the couch, and he continued : **- Before I can 
aiuvwer 3roar questions, tell me what immediate canae 
eoold bring you to seek the alien Brace in prison, and 
by what strataffem you came in this disgnise into my 
^artment ! Tell me the last, that I may judge of the 
oeans of yevr present safety." 

Wallace briefly lelnied the eventa which aemt him 
ftom Scotland, his leneontte with PieM Qsveston, and 
-ik wrangmei* wRh the iea«chto. 'I^chelUltw^**'^ 
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the BMitiv, Brace liBtened with indigwrtwn* IkmMe» 
•zclaimed he, Ctom the boasting of Athql and Bachaa^ 
Chat they had left in Scotland eome dregs of tlieir own 



refractors spirits $ but I could not have ffuessed that 
envy haa so ikr obliterated gratitude in the hearts of 
my countrymen, that so many could be persuaded to fol- 
low the pernicious counsels of the Cummins' emissaries. 
The wolves have now driven the shepherd from the fold, 
cried he, and the sheep will soon be devoured ! Fatal 
was the hour for Scotland and vour friend, when you 
yielded to the voice of faction, and relinquished the pow- 
er that would have finally given the nation peace ! 

Wallace then recapitulated his reasons tor haviiur re- 
frained from enforcing the obedience of the young Lord 
Badenoch and his adherents, and for abdicating a oignity 
which he could no longer maintain without shedding 
the blood of the missuided men who opposed him.^-* 
Bruce acknowledged the wisdom of this conduct -y and 
then proceeded to animadvert on the characters of the 
Cummins. He told Wallace that he had met the two 
sons of the late Lord Badenoch in Guienne ; that James, 
who now pretended such resentment of his father's 
death, was ever a rebellious son. John, who -yet re- 
mained in France, was of a less violent temper ; but,^ 
added the prince, I have been taught to believe, by one 
who will never counsel me mqre, tnat all the Cummins, 
male and female, would be ready at any time to sacri- 
fice earth and heaven to their ambition. It is to Bu- 
«han and Athol that I owe my prolonged confinement 5 
and to them I may date the premature death of my dear 
father ! 

The start of Wallace declared his shock at this infor- 
mation. How ! exclaimed he, the Earl of Carrick dead ? 
Fell, fell assassins of their country ' The swelling emo- 
tions of his soul would not allow him to proceed, and* 
Bruce resumed — *^ It is for him I wear these sable gar- 
ments, poor emblems of the mournings of my soul} 
moumiiigs not so much for his loss, {vnd that is griev- 
ous as ever son bore, but because he lived not to let 
the world know what he really was ; he lived not to 
bring into light his long obscurMhhonor ! — ^Theie, there 
WaUace, is the biClemess of this cup to me !" 

Bat cett-you mt sweeten it^ my dear prince, cried 
WsUtce, by retrieTisg «U tteV wm cut eff from i^ 
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T tft emiiig t To ojfeii the way to yoii| I ctBM. And 1 
"Will enter ^ere Ton point> returned Bmoe) bat heavy 
m BIT woe, that, knowing the tame spirit was in my-fk- 
^or'a boeon^, be should be torn fVom the opportunity 
to make it manifest. O, Wallace I that he should be 
nade to lie down in a dishonored grave ! Had be lived, 
my friend, he would have brightened that name which 
rumor has sullied 5 and I should hare doubly gloried in 
wearing the name which he had rendered so worthy of 
being coupled with the kingly title. Noble was he in 
soul ; but he fell amidst the race of men whose art waa 
equal to their venality, and he became their dupe. Be* 
traved by friendship, he sunk into the snare } for he 
had no dishonor in nis own breast, to warn him of what 
might be the villany of others. He believed the cajol- 
inff speeches of Edward 3 who, on the first offence of 
&dioI, had promised to place my father on the throne. 
Month after month passed away, and the engagement 
was unperformed. The disturbances on the continent 
seemed to his confiding nature a sufficient excuse for the 
various delays ', and he waited in quiet expectation, tUl 
your name, my friend, rose glorious in Scotland. My 
father and myself were then in Guienne. Edward per- 
suaded him that you affected the crown ! and he return- 
ed with that deceiver, to draw his sword for once acainst 
his people and their ambitious idol, as he believed you 
to be ; and grievous has been the expiation of that fatal 
hour ! — Your conferenceVith him on the banks of the 
C^rron, opened his eyes : he saw what his credulity had 
made Scotland sufibr ; what a wreck he had made of his 
own fame ; and, fVom that moment, he resolved to follow 
a sew course. But the habit of trusting the afiectioa 
of Edward, inclined him rather to remonstrate with 
him on his rights, than immediately to take vparme 
against him : vet resolved not to strike a second blow on 
his people, when you assailed the Southron camp, he 
fled. I, on quitting you, came up with him in Mid-Lo* 
thiaa ; and he, never having missed me from the camp, 
cooctnded that I apfieared thus late from having kept m 
the rear of my division. 

Bmce Bow proceeded to narrate to Wallace the par* 
tieulais of his fhther'r meeting with the king at Dur- 
kifli. Biatead of that awnarch receiving tJift Earl of. 
Cmtkk with hie w«nted*.Amiliar wekotte, he r 



dblttv'^frQinpliiai when lie appfoaohfed; aid.fMllSnad kirn 
to tue his usual aeat at tM royal tame, wiliwiit deian-. 
iag him the dighteat notice. Brace waa abaent frooi the 
fauiquet, having detennined never again to mingle in. 
aooiai eommnnion with the man whom be waa now to re-r 
oaid af the OBUrper of hia righta. The abae^ce of hia 
heroic eye, which had once k^fore looked the imolent 
voluptuary Bnchan into hia inherent insignificancy, em* 
boldened the audacity of thia enemy of hia house, and» 
aupportedby Athol on the one side,, and Sbulisonthe 
other, he seised a pause in the conTorsation, (that he 
might draw the attention of all present on the disgrace 
of the B^rl of Car rick, and said, with affected careless* 
ness, — ** My Lord, to*day you dine with clean hands ^ 
but the last time I saw you at meat, yon ate your own 
Uood!'' The Earl of Carrick turned on him a look, 
'vdiich aAied him to explain. Lord Buchan laughed, and 
continued j ** When we last met at table, was it not at 
supper in his majesty's teat, after the victory at Fal- 
kirk t^You were then red from the slaughter of those 
people to whom, I understand, you now give the fo^d* 
ling appdilation of sons! When you recognized the re- 
lationsnip, it was pot probable that. we should again see 

J^our hands in their brave livery ; and their present pal- 
id hue convinces more than myself of the truth of the 
information.'' {d) 

And I, cried Edwaid, riaiag on the couch to wkich his 
wounds confined him^ that I nave discovered a traitor ! 
You fled. Lord Camck, at the first attack which the 
Scots made on my camp, and drew thousands after you. 
I know you too well to believe that cowardice dictated 
the motion. It was treachery, accursed treacheiy to 
Your friend and king : and you ahall feel the weight of. 
nis displeasure !*-~To this hour. King Edward, replied 
the Earl, starting from his chair, I have been more faith- 
ta\ to you, than ta my country or my God ! I heard, 
saw, and believed, only what you determined; and. I 
became your slave ; your vile, oppressed slave !rr>Tfae 
victim of your artifice !— How often have you, preced-i 
iuff your Scottish battles, promised, were they aueeeeaT 
ftel, that you would restore me to the crown of MJ an* 
ceators ! I bislieved you ; and I engaged all who yet ai9i» 
knowledge the influence of Bruce, to supposiyopr ^mm 
* 'Wettattd, Waa«oltluB|ew pmniMiyXcijpUgag.: — 
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to thoitld 4tf F«]lifk 1 And when I liad coTcred mywlf, 
as tlie Lord Biich&n Mtys^ with the Uood of my childreB, 
when I asked my fHend for the crown I had aerved for, 
what waa his answer 7 Havt I nought to do but to totn 
kmgdoma to give to you? Thus, then, did a king, a 
friend, hreak his often repeated word ! What wonder 
then that I should feel the indignation of a prince and a 
friend, and leave him to defenders whom he seemed more 
highly to approve 7 Bat of treachery, what have I shown? 
Rather confidence, King Edward ; and the confidence 
that was awakened in the fields of Palestine, hrooght me 
hither, to remonstrate with you to allow me to resume 
my rights, when I might otherwise, by throwing myself 
into the arms of my people, have demanded them>at the 
head of a victorious army ! 

Edward^ who bad been prepared by the Cummins to 
discredit all that Carrick mignt say in his defence, turn- 
ed with a look of contempt towards him, and said, '' You 
have been persuaded to act like a madman ; and as such 
characters, both yourself and your son shall be used, 
till I have leisure to consider any rational evidence you 
may in future have to ofier in your defence/' " And is 
this the manner. King Edward, that you treat your 
friend V^ — The vassal, replied Edward, who presumes 
upon the condescension of^ his prince, and acts as if he 
really were his equal, ought to meet the punishment due 
to such arrogance. You saved my life on the walls of 
Acre ; but you owed that duty to the son of your liege 
lord. In the fervor of youth, I inconsiderately rewarded 
you with my friendship ; and the return is treason. As 
he concluded, he, turned from the Earl of Carrick, and a 
guard immediately seizing him, took him to the Keep of 
the castle. 

His son who had been sought in the Carrick quarters, 
and Iai4 under an arrest, met his father in the guard 
chaf/hit. Carrick could not speak, but motioning to be 
conducted to the place appointed for his (Aison, the men 
with equal silence led him through a range of apart* 
mentfl which occupied the middle story, and stsfping in 
the fSiiihest, left him there with his son. Bruce, who 
was n6t so much surprised at his own arrest, as at that of 
his iktber, beheld all in speechless aslonisbmeBt until the 
guards withdrew j and then seeing Lord Carrick wi^> ' 
chtB^sS eoimt«naiie« throw himself on th« bed, J 
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WW m his tiMpiBg room that thej had left hiaa i) heti^ 
diimed^ what is the meaniBg of thit, m^ dear fiither f 
Has any chaige agamat me, brought Bnspiotoa on you ?-<^ 
No, Robert, no ; replied ^e Earl, it if I wlio have 
hroogfat you into this prison, and into disgrace ; disffrace 
with all the world for having tacitly surrenderea my 
birthright to the invader of my country. Honest men 
abhor, villains treat me .with contumely. And he for 
whom I incurred all this, because I wonid not, when my 
fTfes were opened to my sin, again embrue my hands in 
the blood of my country, Edward thrusts me from him ! 
You are implicated in my crime ; and for not joining the 
Southrons to repel the Scots from the royal camp, we 
are both prisoners. 

Then, replied Bruce, he shall feel that you have a Mm 
who has courage to be what be suspects ; and from this 
hour, I proclaim eternal enmity to the betrayer of my fa- 
tber ; to the in^rate who embraced you, to oestrov ! 

The indienation of the youthful prince wrought him 
up to so vehement a declaration or resolute and imme> 
diate hostility, that Lord Carrick was obliged to give his 
transports way ; but when he saw that his son had ex- 
faausted his denunciations, tho' not the determined pur- 
poses of his soul ; for as he trod the room with a step 
which seemed to shake the foundation on which he mov- 
ed with the power of his mightv mind, Carrick gazed 
on him with pride, yet grief, and sighing heavily, called 
him to approach him. Come to me, my Robert ! said 
he, and hear and abide by the last injunctions of your 
father ; for, from this bed I shall never rise more. A 
too late sense of the injuries which I have joined in in- 
flicting on the people i was born to protect, and the in- 
gratitude of him for whom I have offended my God and 
wronged my country, have broken my heart. I shall 
die, Robert, but you will avenee me ! — May God so proa- 
|ier me I cried Bruce, raising his arms to heaven. Car- 
rick resumed : ** Attend to me, my dear and brave son, 
and do not mistake the nature of my last wish. Do not 
allow the perhaps too forcible word 1 have used, to hur- 

Sr you into any personal revenge on Edward. Let him 
ve to feel and to regret the outrage he has committed 
en the peaoe and honor of his too fhithful friend.—— 
Pkircc Inm on the side of his ambition ; there he is vul- 
^ tiki there yen will heal while you- wound. 
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Tiifai m my reveage, desrRoberC, thst yon maj at one dty 
have liis ufo Id your power, and that in HMonry of whaft 
I sow aajTy yon will sfuue it. When I am goaei think 
net of priTate resentment. Let your aim be the recoTB* 
IT ef the kingdom which Edward rifled from T«ar fat 
taen. Join the Tirtuous and trimnphant Wallace aa 
aoon aa you can make yoar escape from these wallb 
Tell him of my remorse ^ of my fate, and be goided wholly 
by his counseuL To insure the success of this enterprise, 
my eon j a success, to which I look as the only means to 
redeem the name I have lost, and to inspire my separate* 
ed spirit with courage to meet the fiee-bom souls of my 
ancestors j urge not your own destruction by any prenw- 
tore disclosure of your resolutions. For spy sake, and 
for your country's, suppress your resentment -, threaten 
not the King of England ; provoke not the unworthy 
Scottish lords who have gained his ear ; but bury all in 
your own bosom till you can join Wallace, and by hia 
arm and your own, seat yourself firmly in the throne of 
your fitthers. That moment will sufficiently avenge me 
on Edward !»-and in that moment, Robert, or at least aa 
soon aa circumstances will allow, let the English ground 
whieh will then hold my body, give up its dead! Re> 
move me to a Scottish srave : and standing over my aahp 
es, proclaim to them who might have been my people, 
that for every evil I suffered to &11 on Scotland, I have 
since fi^t answering pangs, and that dying, I beg their 
loigivenesB, and bequeath them my nBst bleiaing, my 
vxrtuooa son, to reign in my stead !" 

Tlieae injunctions to assert his own honor and that of 
hia fiither, were readily sworn to by Bruce, but he could 
not ao easily be made to quell the unperious indignation 
which was precipitating him to immediate and loud re- 
venge. The dymg earl trembled before the overwhelm^ 
ing paaaion of his son's wrath and fnef. Treated with 
outraffo and contumely, he saw his father stricken to the 
eartii Mfbre him, and he could not bear to hear of any 
tempmritinff with laia nrnrderers. But all this tempeat 
ef toe souL the wisdom-inspired argomenta of the earl 
at laat becalmed, but did not anbdue. He convinced hia 
aoa'a reason, by shewing him that caution wei^ eosiMe 
the blow ; and that hia aim could only be a g bat ed fay i»- 
maifUflK aile&l tin he coeia pabli|h hia fiilher^ hav— 
fyktoaced by hn^amkhenim* ~ 
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« Do thii/' added Carrick, ''and 1 shall live fair in t)ie 
nemoriea of vofin. But be Tiolent, threaten' Edward 
Scorn these walb, menace the wretches who have trod- 
den on the grey hairs of their prince, and your Toice will 
be heard no more : this ground will drink your bloody 
and blind-judginff infamy will forever after point to our 
obscure graves V' 

Such persuasives at last prevailed with Bruce ; and 
next day, having written the few hasty lines which Wal> 
lace received at Falkirk, he intrusted them to his sens* 
chie, who was a Scot and loved his country, to convey 
safely to S^Q^land. He obeyed by means of a youth, 
who having stolen from Annandale to see a brother 
amongst Bruce'a followers, had now asked leave to re- 
turn. The senachie granted him permission, provided 
he would faithfullv and secretlyjdeliver a packet into the 
hands of the Lord Regent. This the young man exe- 
cuted with fidelity. 

Shortly after it was dispatched, the prophecy of Lord 
Carrick was verified : he was seized in the night with 
violent spasms, and died in the arms of his son. 

When Bruce related these particulars, his grief and 
indignation became so violent, that Wallace was obliged 
to enforce the dying injunctions of the father he so vehe- 
mently deplored, to moderate the delirium of his soul. 
Ah ! exclaimed the young earl, I have indeed needed 
some friend to save me from myself, some one to recon- 
cile me to the Robert Bruce who has so long slept in the 
'fatal delusions which poisoned his father and laid him 
low ! Oh ! Wallace ! at times I am mad. I know not 
whether this forbearance be not cowardice. I doubt my 
father meant what he spoke, that he did not yet seek to 
preserve the life of his son at the expense of'^bis honor, 
and I have heen ready to precipitate myself on the steel 
cf Edward) so that he should but meet the point of 
mine! 

Bruce then added, that in his more rational medit&» 
tioasy it was his design to have attempted an escape some 
time in the course of the two foUowins days } for. that 
|m understood a deputation of English inrons seeking a 
ratil^ation of their charter, were to arrive in Durham 
«B the morrow: the bustle attendant on their businev, 
would, .he hoped, draw attention (kcm him, and afbrd 
^'ti the opportonity jw sought. Thea, contianed he, I 
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tiliOQld ]itv« made directlj ta Stirting: and bid Mt 
Provence eondaetcdyou to "Die. I migBt here «]ic<mi- 
■clovtl^ thrown mmlf in the mioiit of OBemiet. Jvmm 
Commm is too ambitioot to have allowed my life to have 
pasMd uhatteiDpted. ^ 

Whilst be was yet speaking the door of the ehaAbir 
bont o|ien, and firuce's two attendants rushed into the 
room with looks aghast. Bruce and Wallace started on 
their feet and laid their hands on their swords. But in> 
stead of any thing hostile appearing behind the servants, 
the inebriated figure of the senacnie staffgered forward. 
The: men, hardly awake, stood staring and trembling and 
looking from the senachie to Wallace ; at last one, ex- 
tricating his terror-struck tongue and fkllingon his knees, 
exclaimed, ** Oh ! blessed St. Andrew ! is this the sena- 
chie and his wraith ?" {e) Bruce perceived the mistake 
«f his servants ; and ezpiaramg to them that a travelling 
minstrel had obliged the senachie b^ performing his dn- 

2, he bade them retire to rest and think no more of their 
arm. 

The intoxicated bard threw himself without ceremony 
on his pallet in the recess, and the servants, though con- 
vinced, still shaking with the effects of their fright, al» 
tatitt with tears entreated to be allowed to bring their 
heather beds into their lord's chamber. To deny them 
was impossible ; and all further converse with Wallace 
that night being put an end to, a conch was laid for him 
in an interior apartment, and with a grateful pressure of 
the hands in which their hearts silently embraced, they 
■epanted to repose. 



CHAPTER n. 

Ths aeeond matin-bell had sounded fhnn the abbey 
before the eyes of Wallace opened from the deep sleep 
which had snded them. A bath soon refVeshed him from 
every toil 5 and having renewed the stain on his fiice 
and iiande wHh the jnice of the nut which he carried 
aboat him, and once more covered his martial figure and 
l^olden hair with the minstrel's cassoc and oowT, he re* 
joined his friend. 

Bkuca had previoualy sAeted toeonsider theee*^ 



Ofdering lum ta kMt> fipom his pretence for at hnt%dKf, 
J b mnd tiMt tW trftvelliog minstrel i^ioald be sent toluM 
isiiiB lie vose^ to supply hk place. 
, The table was ■pread when Wallace entered, and wv- 
Ml serramls were in attendance. Bruce at si^ht ef his 
(fUend hastily rose and wodM have embraced him, so did 
Jhia comfbited heart spring forward to meet him 3 hot 
hefere these people it wonld hsTO been more than im- 
prodent ; aaaliailing him with only one of hit loverbeain- 
jng looks, hcmade a sign to him to sit down at another 
bMrd near to his own. While be eat, to remove all sua- 
pieion from the attendants, (some of whom were spiSB of 
Edward's, as well as his own servants,) he discomvsd 
with Wallace on the snbjects relative to northern liters* 
tnre ; and repeated to him with bursts of admiration mft» 
siy ]^assi^es opposite to his own heroic sentiments, front 
jOssiaa, and other fitvorite hards of Scotland. 
• The repast was jqst ^nisbed ', and Wallace, to maintaia 
his assumed character, while the servants were removin|^ 
the table, vras tuning his harp, when the Earl of Glouces- 
ter entered the room. The earl told Bruce that after 
aiuch searehing over the castle for the northern minstr^^ 
the king's seneschal had at last discovered that he was in 
jthe Keep with him. On this being intimated to Qlouce*- 
4er, he rather chose to come himself to demand the har- 
- per of his friend, than to subject him to perhaps the in* 
aolence of any of the royal servants. The kincr desired 
to hear him sing the triumph with which he had so much 
pleased the queen. Bruce turned pale at the messagey 
and w|Bis caning his mouth to utter a denial, when Wad- 
lace, who read in his countenance what he was going to 
say, and aware of the consequences, immediately spoke, 
if my Lord Bruce will grant permission, I should wish to 
comply with the King of England's reouest. — Miiutrel ! 
imlied Bruce, casting on him a powenui expiesnoii <^ 
what was passing in his mind ; yon know not, perhapVy 
that the Kini or England is at enmity with me, and can* 
vot mean well to any that has been my guest or servant ! 
Vh» Earl of Gloucester will eieuse yonr attendance in 
thepresene o 

Not for my Kfe, or yonr ninstsel^ ! replied the Earl, 
the Ring woold suspect some mystery ; .aiid perhaps thif 
IttMoeAtaMniihtftUiftMpenL Botmiiii^WdM- 
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ifltftTBMidj wifbea to bMT litiiif|iy«Bd «af^ tad I 
pledge my head, be sball mtiun in nlvjr. 

Further oppoution would only heve eooited dngers j 
ftnd Bruce, with u good a gnce aa he could aHOBM, gave ^^ 
hie coneent $ aod a p^ce, who followed CUoucerter. tak- jj 
ias up the haxp, ^afiace, with a glaaee at hia u^ead 
which spoke the fearleiB mind with which be ventnfed 
iuto the power of his enemy, accompanied Crlenceat^r. 
out of the room. 

The Earl moved awiftly forward; and leading him 
through a double line of guards, tht folding doors of the 
apartment were thrown open by two knighta in waiting; 
and Wallace found himself in the presence. The king 
lay, perforated with the wounds which Wallace's own 
hand had given him, upon a cuuch overhung with a crim* 
ton velv^ canopy, whose long golden fringes swept the 
floor. His crown stood on a cushion at his head ; imd 
his queen, the blooming Margaret of France, sat, foil vi 
smiles, at his feet. The young Countess of Gloucester 
occupied the seat at her side. > 

The Countois, who fiom indisposition had not been at 
court the preceding day, fixed her eyes on the minstrel 
as he advanced into the middle of the room where the 
(page, by Gloucester's orders, planted the harp. She 
observed the manner of his obeisance to the kina and 
queen, and to herself; and the queen whispered her 
with a smile, said as he took his station at his harp^ 
** have vour British tro.ubadoura usually such an aii^ as 

that 7 Ami right; or am I wron^t" Quite right; 

replied the Countees in as low a voice ; I suppose he haa 
sun^ of kings and heroes so long, that he cannot help as- 
samrng their step aod demeanor f-~— But how did he 
eome oy those eves, I wonder t answered the queen ; if 
singing of Reotlier's bta$ny gaze has so richly endowed 
him, I must, by getting him to teach me his art, warble 
myself into a complexion as fiiir as any northern beauty { 
Bat then his must not be the subject of vour son^, whis* 
pered the Countess with a laugh, for metninks it is rather 
of the Ethiop hue ! 

During this short dialogue, which was heard bv none 
bat the two ladies, Edward was speaking with Gioooes* 
Iter, and Wallace leaned uponkis han>. 

That is enough, said toe king to hii m-iii4aw, uo^ 
Wt ne hoar hin ftfj. 
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' " TIkb Earl gaire tke woid, and WaUace Hrftiaf tiia 
ekordi with the maacer hand of ffenius, called forth auch 
atraiasy and uttered aach tonea from hia divinely modu* 
lated voice that the king listened with wonder, and the 
queen and Counteaa acarcely allowed themaelvei to 
breathe. He rang the parting of Reather and his bride, 
and their soula aeemed to pant upon his notes ; but he 
changed his mearare, and their bosoms heaved with the 
enthusiasm which spoke from his lips and hand, for he 
urged the herb to battle, he described the conflict, he 
mourned the slain^ he sung the glorious triumph :-r48 
the last sweep of the harp rolled its lofty diapason on the 
ear ^ the king, the monarch deu^ned to pronounce him 
unequalled in nis art. Excess of delight so agitated the 
more delicate frames of the ladies, that while they pour- 
ed their encomiums on the minstrel, they wiped the gfis- 
tening tears from their cheeks, and the queen approach- 
ing him, laid her hand upon the harp and touching the 
strings with a li^bt finger, said with a sweet sidile— " Yoa 
must remain with the king's musicians, and teach me 
how to charm as you do !'' Wallace replied to this in- 
nocent speech with aamUe as sweet as her own, and a 
bow. 

The Countess now drew near. Thouffh not much ol- 
der than the youthful queen, (being Edward's eldest 
daughter,) she had been married twice 5 and bein^ there* 
fore more acquainted with the proprieties of life, her 
compliinents were uttered in a form more befitting her 
rank and the supposed quality of the man to whom the 
queen continued to pour forth her unrestrained praises. 

Edward desired Gloucester to bring the minstrel elo- 
■er to him. Wallace approached the royal couch. Ed- 
ward looked at him from head to foot before he spoke. — 
Wallace bore this eagle gaae with an undisturbed coun- 
tenance : he neither withdrew his eye from the king's 
nor did he allow a conqueror's fira to emit from its glance. 

Who are yon ? at length demanded Edward, who, sur- 
prised at the noble mien and undi«turbed carriage of the 
minstrel, bad conceived some suspicions of hia quality. 
Wallace saw what waa passing in the kinB> mind, and Sf 
frankness determined to uproot all doubt, mildly, bat 
fearlessly answered, A Soot. Indeed said the kln^, aatis- 
fied that do incendnry would thus dare to poclaim hiaa- 

^^f and how durst you, being of that nim natioiif ▼«&» 
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tue into my court ? Feared jou not that you would IntTe 
fallen b sacrifice to my indignation against the mad lead- 
er who is hunting you all to destruction ? I fear nothing 
on earth, replied Wallace. This garb is privileged ', none 
who respect the law dare commit violence on a minstrel; 
and aeainst them who have no law but their own wills, I 
have tnis weapon to defend me. As Wallace spoke, he 
pointed to a dirk which stuck in hid girdle. You are a 
Dold man, and an honest man, I believe, replied the king, 
and as my queen desires it, I order your enrolment in my 
travelling train of musicians. You may leav6 the pres- 
ence. 

Then follow me to my apartment, cried the queen. — 
CcmnfcesB, you will accompany me to see me take my first 
lesson. 

The page took up the harp, and Wallace bowing his 
head to the king, was conducted by Gloucester to the an- 
ti-room of the queen's apartments. The Earl there told 
him that he was returning to his majesty, but that when 
the queen dismissed him, his page would shew him the 
way Dack to Lord Carrick. 

The royal Margaret herself opened the door, so eager 
was she to admit her teacher, and placing herself at the 
harp, she attempted a pathetic passage of the Trvumphf 
which had ]»artijularly struck ner, but she was wrong. 
Wallace was asked to set her right ; he obeyed. She was 
quick, he clear in his explanations, and in less than an 
half hour, he made her play the whole of that movement 
in a manner that surprised and entranced her. — Why, 
minstrel, cried she, taking her hand from the instrument 
and looking him up in the face, either your harp is en- 
chanted, or you are a magician ) for I have studied three 
long years to play the lute, and could never bring forth 
any tone that did not make me ready to stop my own 
cars. And now. Countess, cried she, again running over 
a few bars, did you ever hear any thing so delightful ? 

I suppose, returned the Countess, that all your former 
instructors have been dunces, and that this Scot alone 
^ knows the art they pretend to teach. Do you hear what 
the Countess says ? exclaimed she, affecting to whisper 
Wallace, she will not allow of any spiritual agency in my 
wonderfully awakened talent 3 and if you can contradict 
her, do, ibr I want very much to believe in fairies,, masi* 
clans, and all tho enchanting world I 
Vol. m. B 
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'Wailace; with a retipeotful «nUe; answered, ** 1 kiimr 
of no spirit that has interposed in your majesty's faironr, 
but that bfyour own genius, and it is more potent in ite 
effect than the agency of all fairy-land.'' The queen 
looked at' hiih very gravely, and said, " If you really 
think that there is no such things as fairies and enchant* 
ments, for so your words would imply, then every body 
in your country must have genius ', for they seem to be 
excellent in every thing. — Your warriors are so peerless- 
ly brave ; all, excepting these Scottish loids, who are such 
favorites with the king ! I wonder what he can see in 
their uncouth faces, or find in their rough indelicate con* 
,vecsation to admire. If it had not been for their beset- 
ting my gracious Edward, I am sure he never would have 
suspect^ any ill of the noble Bruce V — Queen Marga- 
ret ! cried the Countess of Gloucester, giving her a look 
of respectful reprehension ; had not the minstrel better 
retire ? The queen blushed, and recollected that she was 
giving too free a vent to her sentiments } but she would 
not suffer Wallace to withdraw. 

'^ I have yet to ask you,'' resumed she, ''as the warriors 
of Scotland are so resistless^ and th^ir minstrels so per- 
fect in their art, whether all the ladies are as dazzlingly 
beautiful as the Lady Helen Afar V* 

The eagerness with which Wallace grasped at any ti- 
dings of her who was so great an object of his enterprise, 
at once disturbed the composure of his air ', and had the 
penetrating eyes of the Countess been then directed to- 
wards him she might have drawn some dangerous con- 
clusions from the start he gave at the mention of her 
name, and from the heightened colour which, in spite of 
his exertions to suppress all evident emotion, maintained 
its station on his cheek. ** But perhaps you have never 
•een her 1" added the queen. Wallace replied, neither 
denying or affirming her question, ** I have heard many 
prid&e ner beauty, but more her virtues." — ^* Well, I am 
sorry," eontinoed her majesty, " since you sing so sweet- 
ly or female ehar ms, that you have not seen this wonder of 
Scottish ladies $ you have now little ehance of that good 
foitune, for Earl de Valence haetakftn her abroad, intend* 
ing to many her amidat tiie state with which my loid has 
inv«Med him.'' "U U to Guieane, he Im» taken h«rf^ in- 
mtzdl Wallace. "Yet,'' n^>lMi the qMon, rather pltfw- 
M ii^k oflbaded at tlii^i|MMti»l'*igMnaM«f M«it «** 
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einoiiy, in thus {amiliarly presuming to put a question to 
Iter ; while so near Scotland she could not foi^get lier na- 
tiTe country and her father's danger, who it seems was 
^ng of his wounds when De Valence carryed her away. 
And to iMrevent bloodshed between the Earl and SouUs, 
who is also madly in love with her, m^ ever gracious Ed- 
ward gave the English lord a high post in Uuienne, and 
thither they are gone.'' 

Before Wallace could answer this, and some remark 
which the queen laughinglyadded to her information, the 
Countess thought it proper to ginre her gay mother-in-law 
a more decisive reminder ot decorum, and rising she 
whispered something which covered the youthful Mar* 
^aret with blushes. Her majesty rose directly, and push- 
ing away the harp, said, " you may leave the room,^' and 
turning her back to Wallace, she walked away through 
an opposite door. 

CHAPTER HI. 

Wallace had hardly recounted the particulars of 
hislvyal visit to Bruce, (who had anxiously awaited his 
return, and received him* with open arms,) when the 
page^ who had attended him during his interview with the 
queen, again appeared, and presenting him with a silk 
handkerchief curiously coiled up, said that he brought it 
from her majesty, who supposed it was his, as she found 
it in the room where pe had been playing the harp. 
Wallace was going to say that it did not belong to him, 
when Bruce, seeing more in this than his friend did, gave 
a look that directed him to take the handkerchief. Wal- 
lace, without a word, obeyed, and the boy withdrew, 

Bruce smiled, " there is more in that handkerchief than 
■alk, my friend ! oueens send not these embassies on tri* 
fling errands.'' While Bruce spoke, Wallace unwrap- 
ped it. **1 told you so !" cried he, with a frank archnesi 
playing over his before pensive features, and pointing at 
the s^ of emblazoned vellum which was bow unfolded, 
^ shall I look aside while yon peruse it ?" LodL on it 
WBCf dear prince," replied Wallace, ** fbr in trifles, aa well 
'^ thinn of moment, I will have bat one sDal with y^^ " 
■ teUvm HM thaa opened, aiid these woids pre 
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" Pknraine not on this condescension. This injnnctioii 
tnay be necessary, for the noble lady who was present at 
our interview, tells me that the men of this island are 
very presuming. But you must redeem the character of 
your countrymen, and not tran^ress on a courtesy that 
only means to say, I did not leave you this morning so ab- 
ruptly out of unkindness. I write this, because always 
having the Countess with me, I shall not even dare to 
whisper it in her presence. Be always faithful and respect- 
ful, minstrel, ana you shall ever find an indulgent mistress. 

" A page will call for you when your attendance is de* 
sired." 

Wallace and Bruce. looked on each other with no lit- 
tle surprise at the contents of this billet. Bruce spoke 
first, " Had you vanity, my friend, this letter from so 
lovely and innocent a creature, might be a gratification : 
but in our case the sentiment it breathes is full of danger. 
She knows not the secret power that impelled her to 
write this, but we do. And I fear it will point an atten- 
tion to you which may produce effects ruinous to our pro- 
jects."— "Then," answered Wallace, "our alternative 
is to escape it, by getting away this very night. And as 
you persevere in your resolution not to enter Scotland 
unaccompanied by mc, and will share my attempt to res- 
cue Lady Helen Mar, we must direct our course imme- 
diately to the continent." 

" We shall be the more secure under a disguise," re- 
turned Bruce, " I can furnish ourselves with priests' 
garments, for I have in my possession the wardrobe of 
the confessor who followed my father's fortunes, and 
who, since his death, has shut himself up in the abbey of 
St. Cuthbert to pass the remainder of nis life in prayer 
over his remains." 

It was then settled between the friends that when it be- 
came dafk they should dress themselves in the confess 
sor's robes, and bv the means of the queen's signet which 
she had given to Wallace at the banquet, pass the guard 
as priests who had entered by some other gate, and were 
come from shriving her majesty. Once without the con- 
fines of the city they would make swift progress south- 
ward to the first seaport, there to embark for France, 
well aware that the moment they were missed suspicion 
would direct pursuit towards the borders of Scotland. 

In these arrangements, and in planning their future 
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moTements in Gaienne in relation to the rescue of Helen, 
they passed several hours, and were only interrupted by 
the arrival of a lute-from the queen for her minstrel to 
tune. Wallace obeyed, and returning it by the page who 
brought it, congratulated himself that it was not accom- 
pamied by any new summons ; and continuing to discourse 
with Bruce on the past, present and to come, their souls 
grew more closely intwined as they more intimately re- 
cognized their kindred natures, and time moved on un- 
marked till the shadows of evening deepened into night. 

" Now is our hour,''' cried Bruce, starting on his feet, 
" go you into that room, and array yourself in the confes- 
sors robes while I call my servants to dispense with their 
usual nishtly attendance. In a few minutes I will follow 
yon.'' Wallace with determination, and hope before 
him, gladly obeyed. At this instant the Earl of Glou- 
cester suddenly entered, and looking round the room with 
a disturbed countenance abruptly said, " where is the 
minstrel ?"— " Why ?" answered Bruce, with an alarm 
which he in vain tried to repress from showing itself in 
his face. Gloucester advanced close to him. " Is any 
one within hearing ?"— " No one." " Then,'^ replied 
the Earl, " his life is in danger. He is suspected to be 
not what he seems; and I am sorry to add, to have pre- 
sumed to breathe wishes to the queen which are of a na- 
ture to ensure a mortal punishment." 

Bruce was so confounded with this stoppage of all 
their plans, at the imminent peril of Wallace, that he 
could not speak. Gloucester proceeded, " My dear 
Bruce, from the circumstance. of his being with you, I 
cannot but suppose you know more of him than you think 
proper to disclose. Whoever he may be, whether he 
came from France, or really from Scotland as he says, 
his life is now threatened ; and for your sake I come to 
warn you that his guilt is discovered. A double guard is 
now set round the Keep, so that no visible means are left 
for him to escape." 

« Then what will become of him ?" exclaimed Bruce 
m wild consternation, and forgetting all caution in dis- 
ma.^ for his friend, '' am I to see the bravest of men, the 
■aviour of my countiy, butchered before my eyes by a 
tyrant ! — I ma3r die. Gloucester, in his defence, but I will 
never behold him fadl !" - 

GloncMter stood aghait at this disoIomiTe. Ho " 
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to acQwe the friend of Bruce, that Brace might be ^ 
pared to clear himself of connivance with ao treasonaUe 
a crime : but now that he found thia friend to be Wtl- 
tacC; the preserver of his own life, the restorer of his ho- 
nor at Berwick, he immediately resolved to eive him 
freedom. " Bruce,'' cried he, " when I recollect the 
figure and deportment of this minstrel, I am surprised 
that in spite of his disguise I did not recc^nize the invin- 
cible Regent of Scotland ; but now I know him, he shall 
find that generosity is npt confined to his own breut. 
Give me your word that you will *not attempt to escape 
the arrest in which you are now held, until the court 
leaves Durham, and I will instantly find a way to con- 
duct your friend in sa fety from the castle. <' I pledge you 
my word of honor,'^ cried Bruce : " nay, I would swear 
to vou, noble Gloucester, if an oath were necessary, that 
before suspicion should fall on your head, I would die in 
chains. A child may keep me prisoner in Durham, 
when you release my friend." — " He saved me at Ber- 
wick,'' replied Gloucester, ^* and I am anxious to repay 
the debt 1 owe. If he be near, explain what has hap- 
pened in as few words as possible, for we must not de- 
lay a moment, as I left a council with the enraged king, 
settling what secret death would be horrible enough for 
such a traitor to die." — " When he is safe," answered 
Bruce, " I will attest his innocence to you 3 meanwhile, 
rely on my faith, that you are giving lil)erty to a guiltless 
man." 

Bruce hastened to Wallace, who had just completed 
his disguise. He briefly related what had past ; and re- 
ceived for answer, that he would not leave his prince to 
the revence of the tyrant. But Bruce, urging that the 
escape of the'one could alone secure that of the other, 
implored him not to persist in refusing his oflTered safety, 
but to make direct tor Guieniie. " I will rejoin you," 
added he, " when the court leaves Durham 3 that is my 
hour of escape ; and wherever De Valence is, there we 
will rendezvous. Before Lady Helen's prison, we will 
meet to set her free." 

Wallace had hardly assented to this, when a tumultu* 
ous noise broke the silence of the court-yard ; and the 
next moment they heard the great iron doors of the Keep 
throng back on their hinges, and the clanffor of arms and 
— 'Vf voices ia the hall] ''you are loSi'- aekkted 
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Hruce, with a crj of detpair ; ** bnt we will die together !*' 
'—At Uiat instant Gloucester hastened into the room : 
** They are quicker than I thought f cried he, *' But foU 
low me— Bruce, remain where you are : — ^be bold, deny 
you know any thing of where the minstrel passies the 
night, and all will be well." As he spoke, the feet of them 
who were come to seize Wallace, already sounded in the 
adjoining i^>artment. Gloucester turned into a short gal* 
lerjr, flew across it holding the Scottish hero firmly by the 
hand, and pulling the shi^ of a stone pillar from under 
its capital, and apparent adhesion to the wall, let himself 
and his companion into a passage excavated in the shell 
of the building. The huge column closed after them by 
a sprins, into its former situation j and the silent pair de- 
scended by a very long flight of stone steps to a square 
dungeon without any apparent outlet ; but the Earl 
fouim one by raising a flat stone marked with an elevated 
cross, and again they penetrated lower into the bosom of 
the earth by a gradually declining path till they found 
themselves on level ground. '* This," said Gloucester, 
for the first time speaking since he commenced the es- 
cape, '^ is a vaulted passage which reaches in a direct 
line to Fincklay Aobey. (f) It was discovered to me 
ten years ago, by my uncle, the then abbot of that monas- 
tery. He explored it with me, to satisfy my curiosity j 
I havinff previously engaged never to betray the secret. 
as he told me that none but the bishop of Durham, and 
the aUx>t of Fincklay, were ever made acquainted with its 
existence. Since my coming hither this time, (which was 
as escort to the young queen, not to bear arms against 
Scotland ; ) I one day took it into my head to revisit the 
recess; and happily for the gratitude I owe to you, 1 
found all as I had left it in my uncle's life-time. Willi* 
out any breach of my truth to the abbot (for to do goo<i, 
being the first law or God, it supersedes all other engage- 
ments j ) I lay similar injunctions of secrecy upon you, 
both for the sake of my word to the dead, and my honor 
with Edward, whose wrath would fall upon me in the 
most fearful shapes should he ever know that I delivered 
his vanquisher as well as my own, out of his hands. But, 
noble Wallace, thoush the enemy of my king's ambition, 
you are the friend of mankind. You were my benefac- 
tor, and I should deserve the rack could I suffer one hair 
of your head to fall with violence to the ground/' 
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W'aUaee, with answering frankness, declared his sense 
of t};e Earl's generous gratitude j and earnestly coiii« 
mended the young Bruce to his watchful friendship. 
•* The brave impetuosity of his UMud/' continued Wal- 
lace, '' at times overthrows his prudence, and leaves him 
exposed to dangers which a little virtuous caution might 
avoid. Dissimulation is a baseness that I should shudder 
at seeing him practice : but when the flood of indignation 
Kweils his bosom, then tell him that I conjure him on the 
life of his dearest wishes, to be silent! The storm 
which threatens him will blow over j and the power who 
guides through perils those who trust in it, will ordain 
that we shall meet again !" 

(.iloucester replied, " What you say, I will repeat to 
Bruce. — I know his claims. I am too sensible how my 
royal father-in-law has trampled on his rights ; and should 
J ever see him restored to the throne of his ancestors I 
could not but acknowledge the hand of heaven in the 
event. Without any treason to my own king, I might 
tlien rejoice in the restitution made to yours, as I now 
would not do any thing to impede your course j for, in 
If^tting justice have its way,. I obey the King of kings. \I 
should not even have. bound our friend to remain a priso- 
ner during Edward's sojourn at Durham, were I not cer- 
tain, that from my acknowledged attachment to him, 
(should he escape at present,) my enemies would per- 
suade the king that I had effected his release. The re- 
•Kult would be ray disgrace ; and a broken heart to her 
who has raised me by her generous love, from the rank 
of a private gentleman, to that of a prince." 

Gloucester then informed Wallace, that about an hour 
before he came to alarm Bruce for his safety, he was 
summoned by Edward to attend him immediately. When 
ho obeyed, he found Soulis standing by the royal couch, 
while his majesty was talking with violence. At sight of 
(tloucester he beckoned him to advance, and striking his 
hand fiercely on a packet he held, he exclaimed, " Here, 
my son, behold the record of your father's shame I of a 
king of England dishonored by a slave I" As he spoke he 
dashed the packet from him. Glour'«iter took it up. 
Soulis answered, '' Not a slave, my lord and king : can 
you not see through the ill adapted disguise, the ligure 
and mien of ncjbility ? He is some foreign lover of your 
bride*s, come — " *' Enough !'' interrupted the king, ** I 
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know I am dishonored ', Irat the villam shall die. — ^Read 
the Jetter, Gloacester, and say what shall be my re- 
venge !" 

Gloucester opened the vellum, and read in the queen's 
band. 

*' Gentle minstrel ! My la^y Countess tells me I must 
not see you again. Were you old or ugly, as most bards 
are, I might, she says 3 but being young, it is not for a 
queen to smile upon one of your calling. She bade me 
remember that when I smiled^ you smiled too ; and that 
yoQ asked me questions unbecoming your degree. — 
Pray do not do this any more ; though I see no harm in 
it, and used to smile as I liked when I was in France. 
Oh ! if it were not for those I love best who are now in 
England. I wish I were there again ! and you would so 
with me, gentle minstrel, would you not? And you would 
teach me to sing so sweetly ! I would then never talk 
with you, but always speak in song : how pretty that 
woqIo be y and then we should be from under the eyes of 
this harsh Countess. My ladies in France would let you 
come in, and stay as long with me as I pleased. But as I 
cannot go back again, I will make myself as happy here 
as I can, and in spite of the Countess, who rules rae more 
as if she were my step-mother, than I hers ; but then^ to 
be sure, she is a few years older. 

" I will see you this very evening, and your sweet narp 
•hall sing all my heartaches to sleep* My French lady 
of honor will conduct you secretly to my apartments. I 
am sure you are too honest to guess even at what the 
Countess says you might fancy when I smile on you. 
Smile as oflen as I wiU, or frown when she makes me, I 
shall still think of you the same ! But^as she says yoii 
must never come to see me again, she will never know 
whether I smile or frown ; but this I promise you, that 
ail my smiles shall be yours, — all my frowns hers. Gen^ 
tie minstrel, presume not, and ever shall you find an in.- 
daleent mistress in M 

"P. S. At the laajt vespers to-nSght, my page shail eome 
ftarycm/' 

Gloucester knew tlM queen's handwriting, and net hBr 
iag able to contradict that this letter was hers, he inqnir- 
0dhttw It came into hVt majesty's handa. *^ I foond it,'' 
mIM Soiifis, <« M I wtfevoMnng tlif eovtytfi i 'HL Imt 
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on the grouBd 5 and I suj^xMe bad been accidental^ 
dropped Dy the queen's messenger." 
' Gloucester, wishing to extenuate as much as possiblei 
for the young queen's sake, whose youth and inexperi- 
ence* he pitied,' suggested that from the simplicity with 
which the note was written, from her innocent references 
to the minstrel's profession, she merely addressed him 
in that character. Every line in the billet seemed to hull 
to bear testimony that tne minstrel was no other than he 
appetred, and that her majesty only wished to indulge her 
passion for music. 

" If he be only a base itinerant harper," replied the 
king, ** the deeper is my disgrace *, for if a passion of 
another kind than music, be not portrayed in every word 
of this artful letter, I never read a woman's heart !"— 
The king continued to comment on the fatal scroll with 
the lynx eye of jealousy, and loading her name with ev- 
ery opprobrium, Gloucester inwardly thanked heaven that 
none other than Soulis and himself were present to hear 
Edward fasten such foul dishonor on his queen. The 
generous Earl could not find more arguments in her favor 
with which to assuage the mounting ire of her husband. 
She might be innocent of actual guilt, or indeed of being 
aware that she had conceived any wish that might lead to 
it 3 but, certainly, more than, a queen's usual interest in 
a poor wandering minstrel was, as the king said, evident 
in every line. Gloucester remaining silent, Edward be- 
lieved nim convinced of the queen's crime, and being too 
w^rathful to think of caution, he sent for the bishop and 
others of his lords, to whom he vented his injury and in- 
dignation. But all were not inclined to be of the same 
opinion with their sovereign ; somo thought with Glou- 
cester : others deemed her quite innocent, that the letter 
was a forgery ; and the rest adopted the severer inferen- 
ces of her husband : but all united, (whoever were deter- 
mined to spare the queen) in recommending the immedi- 
ate apprehension and execution of the minstrel. — " It is 
not fit," cried Soulis, 'Hhat the man who has ever been 
suspected of invading our monarch's honor should live 
another hour." 

This sanguinary sentence was acceded to, with as lit- 
tle remorse by the whole assembly as they would have 
condemned a triee to the axe. Earl. Percy, who had giv- 
en his vote for the death of the minstrel more firom in- 
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ebnfiideration, than for that thirst for blood which stimu- 
lated the voice of Soulis and the Cummins, proposed, as 
be believed the queen innocent, that the Countess of 
Gloucester and the French lady of honor should be ex- 
amined relative to the circumstances mentioned in the 
letter. 

The king immediately ordered their attendance. 

The royal Jane of Acre appeared at the first . sum- 
mons, with an air of truth and freedom from alarm, which 
convinced every one, as far as her evidence went, of 
the innocence of the queen. Her testimony was, that 
she believed the minstrel to be other than he seemed j 
but that she was certain-, from the conversation which 
the queen had held with her after the bishop's feast, 
that this was the first time in which she had ever seen 
him ; and that she was ignorant of his real rank. On 
being questioned by the bishop, the Countess acknowl- 
edge that her majesty had praised his figure as well as 
his singing ; " yet not more," added she, " than she af- 
terwards did to the king, when she awakened his curi- 
osity to send for him." Her highness continued to re- 
ply to the interrogatories put to her, by saying, that it 
was in the king's presence she first saw the minstrel, and 
then she thought his demeanor much above his situation ; 
but when he accompanied the queen and herself into 
her majesty's apartments, shejiiad an opportunity to ob- 
serve him narrowly, as the queen engaged him in con- 
versation ', and by his answers, questions, and easy yet 
respectful deportment, she was convinced that he was 
not what he appeared. 

" And why, Jane," asked the king, " did you not im- 
part these suspicions to your husband or to me ?" " Be- 
cause," repliea she, '' remembering that my interference 
on a certain public occasion, brought my late husband 
Clare, under your majesty's displeasure j on my marriage 
with Monthermer, I made a solemn vow before my con- 
fiesBor, never again to ofiend in like manner. — And be- 
sides, the countenance of this stranger was so ingenu- 
ous, and his sentiments sd natural and honourable, that I 
could not suspect he came ou any disloyal errand." 

" Lady," asked one of the older Lords, '* if vou thought 
BO 'well of the queen and of this man, why Aid you cau- 
tion her against her smiles, and deem it afK*.e88ary to«Ar. 
wiade her not to see him again ?" 
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The CosBteM blushed at this questten, but rapliod, 
'' Because I saw that the minstrel waa a gentleman : he 
possessed a noble figare, and a handsome face in spite of 
his Egyptian skin } and like most yoang gentlemen he 
might be conscious of these advantages, and s-ttribnte 
the artless a[^robation, the innocent smiles of my gra* 
cibus queeU; to a source more flattering to his yanity. I 
have known many lords, not far from your majesty, make 
similar mistaket* on as little grounds/' added she, look* 
ing disdainfully towards some of the younger nobles, 
*' and therefore to prevent such insolence, I desired his 
final dismission.'^ 

" Thank you, my dear Jane," replied the king, relax- 
ing from the severity of his mood; ^'jou almost per- 
suade me of Margaret's innocence." " Believe it, sire I" 
cried she with animation ; '' whatever romantic thought- 
lessness her youth and inexperience may have led her 
into, I pledge my life on her virtue." 

" First let us bear what that French woman has to 
say to the assignation ;" exclaimed Soulis, whose pollute 
eijt heart could not suppose the existence of tru^ purity : 
and whose cruel disposition exuUed in torturing and 
death ; ** question her and then her majesty may have full 
acquittal!" 

Again the brow of Edward was overcast. All the 
fiends of jealousy once more tu^ed at his heart ; and 
ordering the Countess of Gloucester to withdraw, he 
commanded the baroness de Pontoise to be brought into 
the presence. 

When she saw the king's threatening looks, and be- 
held the fearful expression which shot from every sur- 
rounding countenance, shfe shrunk with terror. For her 
heart long haeknej^ed in secret gallantries, from the same 
inward whisper which proclaim^ to Soulis that the queen 
was guilty, could not believe but that it had been the 
consent of an^illicit passion ; and therefore, though she 
knew nothing really bad of her unhappy mistress, yet 
Xancying that she did, she stood trembling before the roy- 
al tribunal with the air and aspect of a culprit. 

" Repeat to me," demanded the king, ''or answer it 
with your head, all that you knew of queen Margaret's 
intimacy with the man who calls himself a minstrel." 

The French woman, at these words, which were de- 
lirered in a tone that seemed the sentence of her death. 
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fell on her knees, and in a bant of tenet emki— >, 
"Sire, I will reveal all, if yoar majeaty will grant me e 
pardon for having too fiitthraliy served my miatreM V* 

** Speak ! apeak V^ cried the king with desperate iiB* 
patience } " I swear to pardon you, even if youhave jota- 
ed in a conspiracy against my life ; but speak the tmtb. 
and all the tratb, that judgment without mercy may &U 
on the guiltv beads !'* 

" Then I obey/' answered the baroness—'' Fool be- 
trayer*/' half exclaimed Gloucester, turning disappoint- 
ed away ; "Oh ! what it is to be vile, and to trust toe vilel 
But virtue will not be auxiliary to vice — and so wicked- 
ness falls by its own agents !'' 

The baroness, being raised from her kneeling position 
by Soulis, began : 

** The only time I ever heard of, m saw this man to 
my knowledge, > was when he was brought to play before 
my lady at the bishop's banquet ; I did not much observe 
him, being engaged in conversation at the other end of 
the room, so I cannot say whether I mieht not have seen 
him in France ; for many noble lords adored the princess 
Msj^ret, though she appeared to frown upon them alL 
But I must confess, that when I attended her majesty's 
disrobing ailer the feast, she put to me so many ques- 
tions about what I thought of the minstrel who had sung 
and played so divinely, that I began to think her admira- 
tion too great to have been awakened by a mere son^. . 
And then she asked me if a king could have a nobler air 
than he had ; and she laushed, and said she would send 
yoar majesty to school to learn of him." 

''Damnable traitoress !" exclaimed the king. — The ba- 
roness paused, and retreated from before the sudden fury 
which flashed from his eyes. — " Go on l" cried he, " hide 
nothing, that my vengeance may lose nothing of its aim!'' 

She proceeded. " Her majesty then talked of his 
beautiful eyes 'y so blue, she said, so tender, yet proud in 
their looks : and only a minstrel ! de Pontoise, added 
she, can ymi explain that ? I, being rather perhaps toj^ 
well learned in the idle tales of our troubadours, neea^ 
lessly answered, " Perhaps he is some king in disguise, 
just come to look at your charms, and go away sgain I" 
She laughed much at this conceit, and said he must be 
one of Pharaoh's race then, and that had be not^suck 
white teeth his complexion wonld be intolerable. 
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ing pteiiued to see her majesty in such spirits, thinking no 
ill, and being in a rallying mood, answered, ^ I read once 
of a certain Spanish lover who went to the court of Tunis 
to carry off the king's daughter ; and he had so black a 
lace that none suspected him to be other than the Moor- 
ish princex)f Granada ! when lo ! and behold ! one day in 
a pleasure party on the sea, he fell overboard, and came 
up with the fairest face in the world, and presently ac- 
knowledged himself to be the christian king of Castile ! ' 
The queen laughed at this story, but not answering me, 
went to bed. — Next morning when I entered her cham- 
ber, she received me with even more gaiety, and putting 
aside my hadr under my coiffure, said, ' Let me see if I 
can find the devil's mark here !' ' What is the matter V 
I asked, 'does your majesty take me for a witch ?' ' Ex- 
actly so,' she replied, 'for a little spright told me last night 
that all you said was true/ And then she began to tell 
me, with many smiles, that she had dreamt that the min- 
strel was the very prince of Portugal whom, unseen, she 
had refused for the king of England, And that he gave her 
a harp set with jewels. She then went to your majesty, 
and I saw no more of her till she sent for me late in the 
evening. She sedmed very angry. — ' You are faithful,' 
said she to me, ' and you know me, de Pontoise, you 
know me too proud to degrade myself, and too highmind- 
ed to submit to tyranny. The Countess of Gloucester, 
with persuasions too much like commands, will not allow 
me to see the minstrel any more.' She then declared 
her determination that she would see him ; that she would 
feign herself sick, and he should come and sing to her 
when she was alone \ and that she was sure he was too 
' modest to presume on her condescension. I said some- 
thing to dissuade her, but she overruled me ; and, shame 
.to myself, I consented to assist her. — She embraced me, 
and gave me a letter to convey to him, which I did by 
slippms it beneath the ornaments of the handle of her 
lute, vvhich I sent as an excuse for the minstrel to tune. 
—It was to acquaint him with her intentions, and this 
night he was to have visited her apartments." 

It was inmiediately apprehended that this was the let- 
ter which Soulis found. 

''And is this all you know of the affair ?" inquired Per- 
cy, seeing that she made a pause. " And enough too," 

'"1^ SodtB/'to blast the most vaunted chaatity in Chrii- 
>m.*' 
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" Take the woman home," cried the king : ** tend her 
to France, jmd never let me see her face any mora !" 
The baroness withdrew in terror, and Edward caUing on 
Sir Piers Gaveston, told him to head tlTe doable gaard 
which was to surround the Keep which held the object of 
his officious introduction ; and taking a file of men with 
him, go in person to bring the minstrel to receive his sen- 
tence. " For,'' said the king, " be he prince or peasant, 
I will see him hanged before my eves ; and then rc^turn 
his wanton paramour, branded with infamy, to her dis- 
graced &mily '/' 

Soulis now su^ested, that as the delinquent was to be 
found with Bruce, most likely that youns nobleman waa 
privy to his designs.— '' We shall see to nim hereafter,'' 
redlied the king, " meanwhile, look that I am obeyed." 

The moment this order passed the king's I^>s, Glou- 
cester now not doubtinc the queen^s guilt, hastened to 
warn Brace of what had passed, that he misht separate 
himself from the crime of the man he had protected } 
bnt finding that the accused was no other than the uni- 
versally feared, universally beloved and generous Wal- 
lace, all other considerations were lost in the desire of de- 
livering him from the impending danger. He knew the 
means, and he did not hesitate to employ them. 

During the recital of this narrative, Gloucester nar* 
rowly ol^erved his auditor ', and by the ineenuous bursts 
of his indignation, and the horror evincea at the crime 
he was suspected of having committed, the Earl was ful- 
ly convinced that the noble Scot had not possessed one 
wish with regard to the queen, that angels might not 
have registered. This ascertained he now saw that her 
sentiments of him had not gone farther than a childish 
admiration easily to be pardoned in an innocent creature 
hardly more than sixteen. 

" See," cried Wallace, " the power that lies with the 
describer of actions ! The chaste mind of your Countess, 
saw nothing in the conduct of the queen but thoughtless 
simplicity. The contaminated heart of the Baroness de 
Pontoise descried passion in ever^ word, wantonness in 
eveiT movement ; and judging of^her mistress by herself 
she nas wrought this mighty iruin. How then does it be- 
come virtue to admit the virtuous only to her intimacy s 
for the vicious make her to be seen in their own colors ! 
Imprew your kiiig with this self-evident conclusion. And 
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were it not for endangering the safety of Bruce, the hope, 
of my country, I myself would return and stake my lifo 
on proving the innocence of the queen of England. — But 
if a letter, with my word of honor, could convince the 
king—" 

" I accept the olfer," interrupted Gloucester 5 " Isina 
too warmly the friend of Bruce ; too truly grateful to you 
to betray either into danger ', but from Sunderland, whith- 
er I recommend you to go, and to embark for some French 
port, write the declaration you mention, and enclose it 
to me. This means of clearing the injured Margaret, 
makes me alter my first intentions ; Bruce shall be set at 
liberty before we leave Durham j and as soon as he is be- 
yond the reach of harm from England, I will contrive 
that the king shall have your letter without suspecting' 
by what channel ; then I trust that all will be well.'' 

During this discourse, they passed on through the vaul- 
ted passage, till arriving at a wooden crucifix which 
marked the half way, and boundary of the domain of 
Durham, Gloucester stopped : " I must not go fkrther. 
Should I prolong my stay from the castle during the search 
lor you, suspicion may be awakened. You must therefore, 
now proceed alone. Go straight forward, and at the ex- 
tremity of the vault you will find a flag-stone, surmount- 
ed like the one with a cross by which we descended $ 
raise it, and it will let you into the cemetery of the ab- 
bev of Fincklay. One end of this ourying-place, for some 
refigious reason that I do not understand, is always open 
to the east. Thence you may emerge into the open world; 
and may it, in future, noble Wallace, treat you ever ac- 
cording to your unequalled merits. Farewell !'' 

Wallace bade him adieu with similar expressions of 
«8teem, and exchanging the warm embraces of friend- 
ship, the Earl turned to retrace his steps j and Wallace 
alone pursued his way through the rayless darkness, 
with % swift pace toward* the Fiacklay extremity of 
tine vault. '^ 
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rect of Sanderland, and arrived there about day^breaW. 
A TCMel belongingto France (which; since the marriage 
of Margaret with Edward, had been at amity with En- 
gland as well as Scotland) was there, waitingthe first fa- 
Toorable wind to set sail for Dieppe. Wallace secured a 
passage in her ; and going on board; wrote his promised 
tetter to Bldward. — It ran thus : 

" This testimony, signed by my hand, is to assure Ed- 
ward King of England, upon the word of a knight, that 
Margaret Queen of England, is in every respect guiltless 
of the crime alleged against her by the Loroi Soulis, and 
sworn to by the Baroness de Pontoise.^ I came to the 
court of Durham on an errand connected with my coun- 
try; and that I might be unknown, I assumed the dis- 
guise of a minstrel. By accident I encountered Sir Piers 
Gaveston, and ignorant that I was other than I seemed, 
he introduced me at the royal banquet. It was there I 
firat saw her majesty. — And I never had that honour but 
three times : one I have named ; the second was in your 
presence > and the third and last, in her apartments, to 
which you yourself saw me withdraw. The Countess of 
Gloucester was present the whole time ; and to her high- 
ness I appeal. The queen saw in me only a minstrel ; 
on my art alone as a musician was her favour be .- >wed ; 
and by expressing it with an ingenuous warmth, which 
none other than an innocent heart would have dared dis- 
play, she has thus exposed herself to the animadversions 
of libertinism, and to the false representations of a ter- 
ror-struck, because,worthless friend. 

" I have escaped the snare which her enemies had laid 
forme: — and for her sake, for the sake of truth, and 
your own peace King Edward, I declare before the 
searcher of all hearts, and before the world, in whose es- 
teem I hope to live and die; that your wife is innocent ! 
And should I ever meet the man who, afler this declara- 
tion, dares to unite her name to mine in a tale of infamy, 
— by the power of truth I swear, that I will make him 
write a recantation with his blood. Pure as a virgin's chas- 
tity is and shall ever be, the-honor of William Wallace." 

l^is letter he enclosed in one to the Earl of Glouces- 
ter and having despatched his packet by a hired messen- 
ger, to Durham, he gladly saw a brisk wind blow up from 
the northwest. The ship weiffhed anchor, and under a 
fiur wkj cut the waves swmly towards the Nor 
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■liaMii, But ere ihe reached them, the waiUke itMr ef 
Wallace, which still prevailed, bore down upon his little 
bark the terrific sails of the Red Reaver, (g) a formkib^ 
ble pirate which then infesting the Gallic aeas swept 
them of their conmierce and insulted their navj. He at- 
tacked the French vessel } but it carried a ereater thao 
Casar and hia/ortunea : Wallace and his ^estinv were 
there — and the enen^y struck to the Scottish chief. The 
Red Reaver; (so sumamed because of his red sails and 
sanguinary deeds,) was killed in the action > but his young 
brother, .Thomas de Longueville, was found alive within 
the captive ship, and to the astonishment of Wallace, ac^ 
ccHnpanied by prince Louis of France, whom the pirate 
had taken the day before on a sailing partv< 

Adverse winds for some time prevented; Wallace from 
reaching port with his invaluable prize, but the fourth 
day from the capture, he cast anchor in the harbor of 
Dieppe. The indisposition of the prince, from a wound 
he nad received in his own conflict with the Reaver, 
made it necessary to apprise king Philip of, the accident, 
—and in answer to Wallace's dispatches to that purpose, 
the grateful monarch repeated the proffers of personal 
friendship which had been the principal subject of his 
last embassy; and added to them a pressing invitation that 
he would immediately accompany the prince to Paris, 
and receive from ihe throne a mark of royal gratitude, 
that should record his service done to France with due 
honor to future ages. Meanwhile, Philip sent him a 
suit of armor; with a request that he would wear it in re- 
membrance of France and his own heroism. But no de- 
voirs from a monarch, no offers of aggrandizement, could 
tempt Wallace from his duty. Impatient to pursue his 
journey towards the spot where he hoped to meet Bruce, 
(whose interest was now so united with Scotland, that 
in serving one, he still proved his love for the other,) he 
wrote a respectful letter to the king ; and arraying him- 
self in the monarch's martial present, (to convince him 
by the evidence of his son that be had so far obeyed the 
royal wish,) he joined. the prince to bid him farewell. 
Louis was accompanied by the youns De Longueville, 
(whose pardon Wallace had obtained from the kinff, on 
account of the youth's abhorrence to the use which his 
brother had compelled him tQ make of his bvave aim ; ) 
-^-and the two, from diefirent feelings, expressed their 
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dMftpfMMBtBMiit when they foond that their heneActer 
wtm goug to leave them. Wallace gave his highneaa a 
packet for the king, containing a' brief statement of hia 
vow to Lord Mar, and his promise, that when he had 
fulfilled it, Philip should see him at Paris. The royal 
cavalcade then separated from the deliverer of its prince, 
and Wallace mounting a richly barbed Arabian which 
bad acc<Hnpanied his sjdendid armor, took the road to 
Ronen. 

Night overtook him on a vast and trackless plain. The 
sky was so thick with clouds that no star was visible, 
and the horse terrified at such impenetrable darkness, 
and the difficulties of the path whicn was over a barren 
and stony moor, suddenly stopped. This aroused Wal* 
lace from a Ions fit of musing, to look onward. But on 
which way lay toe road to Rouen, he could have no guess. 
To pass the night in so dreary a spot, was no (feasant 
contemplation, and spurring his animal, he determined 
to posh forwanl to some lodsing. 

He had ridden nearly an hour, when the dead silence 
of the scene was broken by the roll of distant thunder. 
Forked lightning shot from the horizon and showed a 
line unmarked by any vestige of human habitation. StiU 
he proceeded. The storm approached, and breaking in 
peals over his head, discharged such sheets of livid fire 
at his feet, that the horse reared, and plunging amidst 
the blaze, flashed an insufierable light from his rider's 
armor and his own, on the eyes of a troop of horseman 
who stood under the tempest gazing with affright at the 
scene.* Wallace, by the same transitory illumination, 
saw the travellers as they seemed to start back at his 
appearance 3 and mistaking their sentiments, he called 
to them that his well-managed, though terrified steed, 
should do them no hurt. One of them advanced, and 
respectfully inquired of him the way to Rouen. Wallace 
ceplied that he was a stranger in this part of the county ; 
bat as he also was seeking that city, he would render 
them every assistance in his power to find the path . While 
le was yet speaking, the claps of thunder became more 
tremendous, and the lightning seeming to roll in volumes 
along the ground, the norses of the troop became restive, 
and one of them throwing its rider, galloped, scared 
away, aoroea the plain. Cfries of terror mingled with 
the groflina of the fiOlen person, excited the compassion '* 
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Wallace : he rode towards the spot where the latter pro- 
ceeded, and asked the nearest bystander (for several nad 
alighted,) whether his friend were much hurt? The man 
returned an answer full of alarm for the sufferer and 
anxiety to obtain some place of shelter, for the rain now 
began to fall. In a few minutes it increased to torrents, 
and extinguishing the lightning, deepened the horrors of 
the scene, by preventing the likelihood of discovering any 
human abode. The poor men now gathered round their 
fallen companion, and declaring that from his feeble 
state he must perish under such inclemencies; but WaU 
lace cheered them, by saying he would seek a shelter for 
their friend, and that he would blow his bugle when he 
had found one. As he spoke, he turned his horse, and 
, calling, ^s he galloped along, in the loudest tones of his 
voice, for any christian man who lived near, to open his 
doors to a dying traveller ! after riding'about in all direc- 
tions, during a time that seemed an age, while a poor 
suffering ^creature was lying exposed to the torrents 
which were now rolling down his armor, he-saw a glim- 
mering light for a moment, and then all was darkness ; 
but a shrill female voice answered, " I am a lone woman, 
and a widow 3 but for the Virgin's sake I will open my 
door to you, whoever you may be." The good woman 
re-lit her lamp, which the rain had extinguished when 
she opened the casement 3 and unlatching her door, Wal- 
lace briefly related what had happened, and entreated 
permission to bring the unfortunate traveller to her d'ot- 
tage. She readily consented, and giving him a lantern 
to guide his way, he blew his bugle, and was answered by 
so glad and loud a shout, t'hat he was assured his compan* 
ions could not be far distant, and thai he must have made 
many an useless circuit before he had arrived at this be* 
nevolent matron's. 

The men directed him through the darkness by their 
voices, for the lamp threw its beams > but a very littie 
wajr, and arriving at their side, by his assistance the 
bruised traveller, whom they said was their master, was 
brought to the cottage. It was a poor hovel 3 but the 
good woman had spread a clean woollen coverlid over her 
own bed in the inner chamber, and thither Wallace car* 
ried the invalid and laid him on the humble pallet. He 
eeemed in great pain, but his kind conductor answered 
^^9\x boiten*! inquiries respecting him, that he bsU«ve«l 
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ho oones were broken. ** Yet/' added he^ '* I fear the 
effects of internal braises on so emaciated a frame/' 
Wallace then inquifed for some herbs which usually 
grow in the poorest garden, to make a decoction for the 
stranger, the old woman cheerfully went into hers to 
gather them, and showed the attendants where they 
might put the horses under the shelter of an old ruined 
shed which projected from the hovel. Meanwhile the 
Scottish chief, assisted by the man who had been ,the 
spokesman of the troop, disengaged the sufferer from' his 
wet garments, and covered him with the blankets of the 
bed. Recovered to recollection by the comparative com- 
fort of his bodily feelings, the stranger opened his eyes. 
He fixed them on Wallace, then looked around, and 
turned to Wallace again. The attendant in a few words 
hastily related the particulars of what had happened. 
" Generous knight !" cried the invalid, " I have nothin? 
but thanks to offer for this kindness. You seem to be of 
the highest fank, and yet have succoured one whom the 
worid abjures ! You have shown charity to the poorest, 
most degraded of men ! Can it be possible that a prince 
of France has dared to act thus contrary to his peers !'' 
Wallace, not apprehending what had given rise to this 
question, supposed the stranger's wits were disordered, 
and looked with that inquiry towards the attendant just 
at the moment when the old woman re-entered with the 
herbs, followed by a man wrapped in a black mantle. 
" Here,'' cried she, " is another tempest^beaten travel- 
ler ; I hope your honours will give nim room by your 
fire I" — While she spoke, the new-cwner put up his vi- 
sor ; his eyes met those of Wallace, and the ejaculations, 
WaUtue f— -Bruce ! — ^burst at once from their hearts as 
they rushed Into each other's arms. All present were lost 
to them in the joy of meeting so uneipectedly afler so 
perilous a separation ; a joy not confinea for its object to 
their individual selves, each saw in the other the hope of 
Scotland; and when they embraced, it was not merely 
with the ardor of friendship, but with the fires of patriot- 
inn rejoicing in the preservation of its chief dependence. 
While the friends m their native tongue, freely spoke 
before a people who could not be supposed to understand 
them, the aged stranger on the bed reiterated his moans. 
Wallace, in a few words, telling Bruce the manner of 
hit rencontre with the sick nian, and bis belief th?* 
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tvu disordered in bis miad, drew towards the bed, anA 
offered him some of the decoction which the woman had 
made. The invalid took it, drank it, and looked earnest- 
1? first on Wallace and then on Bruce. '' Pierre, with- 
inm" cned he to his attendant. — The man obeyed. 
^ Sit down by me, noble friends," said he to the Scottish 
ehiefs, ^' and read a lesson which I pray ye lay to your 
hearts !'' Bruce glanced a look at Wallace that declar^ 
he was of his opinion. Wallace drew a stool, while his 
friend seated himself on the bed. — The old woman per- 
ceiving something extraordinary in the countenance of 
the bruised stranger, thought he was going to reveal some 
eecret on his mind, and out of delicacy withdrew. 

** You think that my intellects are injured,'' said he, 
turning to Wallace, " because I addressed you as one of 
the house of Philip ! Those jewelled lillies round your 
helmet led me into the error. I never before saw them 
granted to other than a prince of the blood. But think 
not, brave man, I respect you less, since I have discovered 
that you are not of the race of Philip, that you are other 
than a prince ! — Look on me, at this emaciated form, 
and behold the reverses of all earthly grandeur ! This 
palsied hand once held a sceptre, these hollow temples 
were once decorated with a crown !— He that used to be 
followed as the source of honour, as the fountain of pros- 
perity, with suppliants at his feet and flatterers at his 
side, would now be left to solitude, were it not for these 
few faithful old servants, who in spite of all changes, 
have preserved their allegiance to the end. Look on me, 
chiefs, and behold him who was the king of Scots.'' 

Both Wallace and Bruce, at this declaration, struck 
with surprise and compassion at meeting their ancient 
enemy, reduced to such abject misery, with one impulse 
bowed their heads to him with an air of reverence they 
would have started from, had he been stiil the minion of 
Edward, The action penetrated the heart of Baliol : for 
when, at the mutual exclamation of the two friends on 
their first meeting in the hovel he recognized in whose 
presenee be lay, he fearfully rememberod, that by his 
Mse submissions he bad turned the scale of judgment 
in his own fiivoor, mod defimuded the graadsiie of the 
▼enr Brvee now before him, of a fair decision ^on hia 
fiAts V> the eiown ! and when he looked ou Wallace, 
dbahad ptw wi ten ftwa the etetv vf hit acddMt, 
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ind bro^ht him to a shelter from .the raging terrors of 
the nighty his conscience doubly smote mm ; for, from 
the hour of his elevation to that of his downfall, he had 
e?er persecuted the family of Wallace, and at an hour 
momentous for Scotland, had denied them the right of 
drawing their swords in the defence of .Scotland. He, 
her king, had resided all into the hands of an usurper : 
but Wulace, the injured Wallace, bad arisen like a star 
of liffht on the deep darkness of her captivity, and Scot- 
land was once more free ! At first, the exiled monarch 
had started at the blaze of the unknown knight's jewelled 
panoply ; now he shrunk before the brightness of his 
glory — and falling back o'n his bed, he groaned aloud. 
To these young men, so strangely brought before him, 
and both of whom he had wronged, he determined imme- 
diately to reveal himself, and see whether those he had 
harmed were equally resentful of injuries, as those he 
had served were ungrateful for benefits received. He 
spoke : and when, instead of seeing the pair rise in indig- 
nation on his pronouncing his name, they bowed their 
heads, and sat listening in respectful silence; his desolate 
heart expanded at once to admit the long estranged emo- 
tion of pleasure, and he burst into tears. He caught the 
hand or Bruce, who sat nearest to him, and stretching 
out the other to Wallace, exclaimed, '-I have not deser* 
red this goodness from either of you. Perhaps you two 
are the only men bow living whom I ever greatly injur- 
ed, and you, excepting my four poor attendants, are per- 
haps the only men existing who would compassionate my 
misfbrtuaes V^ 

'' These are lessons, king,'' returned Wallace in a re- 
spectful tone of voice "to fit you better for a crown than 
tlie one you so lately wore. And never, in my eyes, did 
the descendant of Alexander seem so worthy of his 
hlooc[r' — ^The ffrateful monarch pressed his hand. — 
Brace continued to gaze on him with a thousand awful 
tlunghtfl occupying his mind. Bali<^ read in his expres- 
•ite countenance the reiections which chained his tongue. 
"Behold how low is laid the proud rival of your grandfa- 
ther T' exclumed he^ turning tO' Bnioe. '' I'compassed 
t throne I conld not fill— I mktook the robes, the hon^ 
1^, fiir the kingly dignity. Ignonnt of the thooeand du 
ties I was called upon to perform, I left them all midone. 
Ihutered the libeftiee of my eeuatiy fev « erewm I kntw 
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not how to wear, and the insidious trafficker reclaimed it, 
and threw me into prison. There I expiated my crime 
against the gallant Bruce : not one of ail the Scottisb 
lords who frequented Edward's court, ever came to b«3- 
guile a moment of sorrow from their captive monarch. 
Lonely I lived, for I was even deprived by the mandate » 
of my tyrant of the comfort of seeing my tellow prisoner. 
Lord Douglas, he whose attachment to my true interestK 
had betrayed to an English prison. I never saw him ai- 
ter the day of his being put into the tower, until that o* 
his death. '' Wallace interrupted him with s n ezclamatio. i 
of surprise. ^' Yes,'' added Baliol, " 1 myself closed his 
eves : at that awful hour he petitioned to see me, and 
tne boon was granted. I went to him j and then> witl< 
his dying breath, he spoke truths to me which were in 
deed messengers from heaven : they taught me what i 
was, and what I might be. He died : and Edward bein^ 
then absent in Flanders, and you, brave Wallace, trium- 
phant in Scotland, and laying such a stress in your nego- 
tiations for the return of Douglas, the Southron cabinet 
agreed to conceal his death, and by making his name an 
instrument to excite your hop>es and fear, turn your anxi- 
ety for him to their own advantage." 

The blood spread in deep scarlet over the face of 
Bruce : — " With what a race have I been so loni con- 
nected ! What mean subterfuges, what dastardly de- 
ceits, for the leaders of a great nation to adopt ! Oh ! 
king !" exclaimed he, turning to Baliol, " if vou have er- 
rors to atone for. what then must be the penalty of m^ sin, 
for holdin'v so long with an enemy as vile as ambitious ! 
— Scotland ! Scotland ! I must weep tears of blood for 
this V He rose in agitation. — 3^iol followed him with 
his eyes. " Amiable Bruce ! you too severely arraisn a 
fault that was venial in you. Your father gave himself to 
Edward, and his son accompanied the tribute." Bruce 
vehemently answered, " If king Edward ever said that, 
he uttered a falsehood. My father loved him, confided 
in him, and the in^rate betrayed him ! His fidelity was 
no gift of himself in acknowledgment of inferiority : it 
was the pledge of a friendship exchanged on equal terms 
op the fields of Palestine : and well did king Edward 
know that he had no right over.either my father or me ; 
for, in the moment he doubted our attachment, he was 
aware of having forfeited it > he knew he had legally no 



THE SCOTTISH CHIEFS. 49 

elium OB iii ; and forgetting eviery law, human and divine, 
h« tlirew U8 into pris^. mt my father found liberty in 
the mve, and I am ready to show him my power in 

^ he would have added ** Scotland/' but he forbore 

to givOy perhaps, the last blow to the unhappy Baliol, by 
showing him that his kingdom had indeea passed fnMn 
him, and that the man was before him, destined to wield 
his sceptre. He stopped, and sat down in generous con* 
ftision. 

''Hesitate not,'' said Baliol, " to say where you will 
show your power ! I know that the brave Wallace has 
laid open the way. Had I possessed such a leader of my 
troops, I should no( now be lying a mendicant in this ho- 
vel i I should not be a creature to be pitied and despised. 
— ^Wear him, Bruce, wear him in your heart's core. He 
gives the throne he might have filled.'' '' Make not that a 
subject of extraordinary praise," cried Wallace, " which, 
if I had left undone, would have stamped me a traitor. 
I have only performed my duty ; ana may the Holy 
Anointer* of tne hearts of kings, guide him to his king- 
dom, and keep him there in peace and honor." 

Baliol rose in his bed at these words : " Bruce," said 
he, ** approach me near." He obeyed. The feeble mo- 
narch turned to Wallace ; " You have supported what 
was my kingdom, through its last stni^les for libert;^ : 
put ibrth your hand, and support its exned sovereign in 
nis last r^al act." Wallace obeying, raised the kin^ so 
as to ename him to assume a kneeung posture. Dizzy 
with the exertion, Baliol for a moment rested on the 
shoulder of the chief, and then looking up, he saw Bruce 
gazing on him with compassionate interest. The unhap- 

gr monarch stretched out his arms to heaven :—** May 
od pardon the injuries which my fatal ambition did to 
you and yours ; the miseries I brought upon my country ; 
— and let your reign redeem my errors ! May the spirit 
of wisdom bless yon my son !" His hands were now laid 
with {nous fervor on the head of Bruce, who at this be- 
nediction, sunk on his knees before him. '' Whatever 
rights I had to the crown of Scotland, by the worthless- 
ness of my reini they are forfeited, and I resign all unto 
you, even to the participatioft of the mere title of king ; 
and what was as the ghpst of my former self^ an accusing 
spirit to me, will, I trust, be as an angel of^liffht to you, 
to eondoet Tour people into all happiness !" exhanstf^ >»▼ 
Vol.. m. C ^ 
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Hemory was nowlrasy With the thoughts of.BrnCo. 1 
He remembered his fklher's weak il* nit criinioal dpvo- 1 
tion at that time to th* llrfereata of fidrfardi he r^mem- . 
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the wind which awept in *um« hy tjje nitle caeement, 
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bleddreams. Wallace mO«ed UQt'oa^his hard.^illow. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The entntnce of the old woman about an hoar after 
sonrise, awakened Wallace 3 but Baliol continued to 
sleep. On the chief opening his eyes, Bruce with a 
smile stretched out his nand to him. Wallace rose, and 
whimering the Widow to abide by her euest till they 
should return, (fi>r they intended to see nim safe to his 
home,) he savi they would refresh themselves with a 
walk. The good dame curtsied acquiescence ; and the 
friends cautiouJsIy passing the sleepers in the outer apart- 
ments, emerged to the cheerful breeze. A wood opened 
its umbrageous arms at a little distance, and thither, 
over the dew-bespangled grass, they bent their way. 
The birds sung from. tree to tree ; and Wallace seating 
himself under an overhanging larch which canopied a 
narrow winding of the river Seine, listened with mingled 
pain and satisfaction to the communications which Bruce 
nad to impart relative to what had passed since his de- 
parture from Durham. He r^ated, that the instant Wal- 
lace had followed the Earl of Gloucester from the apart- 
ment in the castle, it was entered by Sir Piers Gaves- 
ton. He demanded the minstrel. Bruce replied, he 
knew not where he was. Gaveston, anxious by his 2eal 
to convince the king that he was no accomplice with the 
suspected person, again addressed Brace in a tone which 
he meant should intimidate him ; and, a second time put 
the question, " Where is the minstrel ?" — " I know not," 
replied Bruce. '' And will you dare to tell me, Earl," 
asked he, " that within this quarter of an hour he has 
not been in this tower ? nay, in this very room ? — The 
guards in your antichamber have told me that he was: — 
and can Lord Carrick stoop to utter a falsehood to 
screen a wandering be|[gar 1" 

While he was speaking Bruce stood eyeing him with 
increasing scorn. Gaveston paused. — " You expect me 
to answer you/' said the prince ', '' out of respect to 
myself I will ; for such is the unsullied honor or Robert 
Bruce, that even the air shall not be tainted with a slan- 
der against his truth, without being re-puriiied by its 
confutation. Gaveston, you have known me five years ; 
two of th«n we passed together in the jousts of^ Flan- 
dem, and yet yon believe me capable of falsehood ! Know 
tiien, vBWortny ef the esteem I have bestowed *^ — 
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that neither to save.meAn not graat, would I deviate from 
the strict line of truth. The man you seek may hav« 
been in thia tower, in this room, as you now ai« } and as 
little am I bound to know where he is when he ^uita iX, 
as whither you go when you relieve me from an inquisi- 
tion which 1 hold myself accountable to no man to an- 
swer." ^T'la we)l ?" cried Gaveston, " and I aro to 

carry this haughty messaee to the king 1" f^ If you 

deliver it as a message, answered Bruce, " you will 
prove that they who are ready to suspect falsehood, find 
Its utterance easy. Mv reply is to you. When king 
Edward speaks to me^ i shall find an answer that is due 
to him." ** These attempts to provoke me into a pri- 
vate quarrel," cried Gaveston, " will not succeed. I 
am not to be so foiled from my doty. I must seek for 

the man throughout vour apartments." " By whose 

authority ?" demanded Bruce. ** By my own, as the 

loyal subject of my outraged monarch. He bade me 
bring tbe traitor before him, and thus I obey." As Ga- 
veston spoke, he beckoned to his men to follow him to 
the door whence Wallace had disappeared. Bruce threw 
himself before it : ''I must forget the duty I owe to my- 
sejf, before I allow you or any other man to invade my 
privacy. I have already ffiven you the answer that be- 
comes Robert Bruce ; and as you are a knight, instead 
of compelling, I request you to withdraw." Gaveston 
hesitated : but he knew the determined character of his 
opponent ; ^nd therefore with no very good grace, mut- 
tering tha^ he should hear of it from a more powerful 
quarter, he left the room. 

And certainly his threats were not in this instance 
vain I for, in the course of a few minutes a marshal, at- 
tended by a numerous retinue, made his appearance, to 
force Bruce before the king. 

'' Robert Bruce, Earl of Cleaveland, Carrick, and An- 
nandale, I come to summon you into the presence of 
your liege Lord Edward of England." 

" The Earl of Cleveland obeys," said he, and with a 
fearless step he walked out before the marshal. 

When he entered the presence^hamber, Sir Pien 
.Gaveston stood beside the royal couch, as if prepared to 
be his accuser. The king sat, supported by pillows, 
paler with the mortifications of his jealousy and baffled 
authority, than by the effects of his wounds.—'' Robert 
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Bnm !'' cried b8| the moment his ejei fell on him i hut 
tlkB sight of his moarning habit made a stroke upon his 
heart that seift out diopa of shame in large gU>bulM on 
bis forehead, — ^he paused, wiped his face with his hand- 
kerchief, kbA resumed ** Are you not afraid, presump- 
tiKons young man, thus to provoke your soverei&B ? Are 
yon not afraid that I shall make that audacious head an- 
swer for the man whom you thus dare to screen from 
myjust revenge 1" Bruce felt the many injuries he had 
suffered from this proud king rush at once upon his me- 
mory 3 and without changing his position, or lowering 
the loft^ expression of his looks, he firmlv answered— 
** The judgment of a just king 1 cannot fear ; the sen- 
tence of an unjust one, I demise." " This to his ma- 
jesty's face ?" exclaimed Soulis. " Insolence — Rebel- 

jjon— Chastisement — ^nay, even death 3'' were the words 
hoird murmuring round the room, at the honest reply. 
E^dward had too much good sense to echo any one of 
them 3 but fuming to Bruce with a sensation of shame 
he would gladly have repressed, he said, that in consid- 
eration of his youth he would pardon him what had pass- 
ed, and reinstate him in all the late Earl of Carrick's 
honours, if he would immediately declare where he had 
hidden the offending minstrel, ** I have not hidden him 3" 
cried Bruce " nor do I know where he is : but had that 
hsen confided to me, as I know liim to be an innocent 
man, no power on earth should have wrenchen him from 
mel" 

'' Self-sufficient boy I" exclaimed Earl Buchan, with a 
laugh of contempt, " do you flatter yourself that he wouUI 
trust such a novice as you are, with secrets of this na- 
tnre V Bruce turned on him an eye of fire. — " Buchan," 
replied he, " I will answer you on other eround. Mean- 
while remember, that the secrets of good men axe open 
to every virtuous heart ; those of the wicked, they would 
he glad to conceal from themselves." 

" Robert Bruce," cried the king, " before I came this 
aorthem journey I ever found you one of the most de- 
moted of my servants, the gentlest youth in my court ; 
and hew do I see you now 1 Bravinc my nobles to my 
face ! How is it that until now this spirit never brok^ 
forth 1" " Because," answered the prince, " until now, 
I bad never seen the virtuous friend whom yon call upoq 
to lietMy." " Then you confess/' cried the ^""' 
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** that he wm an iiiflti|aJtor ta rebellton 7" " I arow/' an-' 
BWenpd Brace, " that I never knew what trne loyalty was, 
till he taught it me 3 i never knew the nature of real 
chastity; till he explained it to me ; and allowed me t9 
see in himaelf, incorruptible fidelity, bravery undaunt- 
ed; and a parity of heart not to be contaminated ! And 
this b the man on whom these lords would fasten a 
chaive of treason and adultery !, But out of the filthy 
depths of their own breasts, arise the streams with which 
they would blacken his fairness,'^ 

*^ Your vindication/' cried the king, '^ confirms his 
guilt.— 'You admit that he is not a minstrel in reality. — 
Wherefore then did he steel in ambuscade into my pal- 
ace, but to betray either my honour or my life, or pr- 
imps both 1" " His errand faiere, was to see me." '^ Rash, 
boy V* cried Edward, " then you acknowled^ yourself a 
premeditated conspirator against me V^ Soulis now whis- 
pered in the king's ear, but so low that Bruce did not 
near him ** Penetrate farther, my li^e 3 this may be only 
a false confession to shield the queen's character. For 
she who has once betrayed her duty, finds it easy to re- 
ward such handsome advocates." The scarlet of inex- 
tinguishable wrath now burnt on the face of Edward.— 
" 1 will confront them," thought he, " and surprise them 
into betraying each other." 

By his orders the queen was brought in, supported by 
the Countess of Gloucester. " Jane," cried the kin?, 
''leave the woman; let her imprudence sustain her/^ 
^* Rather her < innocence, my lord," said the Ck>untess 
bowing, and hesitating to obey, '' Leave hei^ to -that," 
returned the incensed husband, ** and she would grovel 
on the earth like her own base passions *, but stand be- 
fore me she shall ; and without other support than the 
devils within her." "For^Hty!" cried the oueen, ex- 
tending her clasped hands towards Edward, ana burstinff, 
into tears ; ** have mercy on me, for I am innocent P^ 
" Prove it then," cried the king, '^ by agreeing with this 
confident of your minstrel, and at once tell me by what 
name yott addressed him when you allared him to my 
court ? Is he French, Spanish, or English -f " " By the 
viivin's holy purity I swear !" cried the queen, sinking 
on her knees, " that I never allured him to this court :-— 
I never beheld him till I saw him at the bishop^s ban- 
quet ; and for his name, I know it aot." ** O ! vilest ef 
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th^viTeC' exclaimed the kiog^^ina parozyooa of funr, 
thfowing a missal, whi^h laj on Ims couchy^at hear head } 
** 9iid didst thou become a wanton at a glance ? From 
my sight this momei)t«.or I shall btaat theel^ 

The oiueen fainled^. and dropt senseless into the anns 
of the Earl of Glqucester, who at that moment returned 
from seeing Wallace through. the cavern. Atsi^ht of 
him, Bruce kne>y,that his friend was safe ', and fearless 
for himself, when the cause of outraged innecence was at 
stake, he suddenly exclaimed,. '* By onQ word, kin^ Ed- 
wan), I will con (inn , the blamelessoess ■ of this injnred 
queen. Listen to me, not as a monarch, and an enemy, 
but with the unbiasoed judgment of man with man>,— and 
then ask your own brav^, heairt, if it would be possible for 
Sir William Wallace tp be a seducer^". 

Every mouth wap dumb at the enuncidtion of that 
name. None dared open a lip in accusation ; and the 
king himself, thunderstruck alikp with the boldness of 
his conqueror venturing within the grasp of hid revenge, 
and at the daringness of Bri^e in thus declaring his con- 
nexion with him ; for a, few minutes knew not what to 
answer : only, he had received conviction of kis wife's 
' innocence ! He wa^ too well acquainted with the history 
and uniform cohduc.t of Wallace^ to doubt his honor in 
this transaction ; and though a transient fancy of the 
queen's might have had existence, yet he had now no 
suspicion of her actions. " Bruce," said he, ".your hon- 
esty has saved the queen of England. Thou^ Wal- 
lace is my enemy, i kno^ him to be of an. integrity 
which neither man nor woman can shake y and there- 
fore," added he, turning to the lords, " I declare befofe 
idl who have heard roe so ,fierceW arraign my injured 
wife, that I believe her innocent of ev^ry offence against 
me. And whoever, afler this, mentions one \irord of 
what has passed in these ipvestigations, or even whispers 
that they ever have been held, shall be punished as guil- 
ty of high treason." ;. 

Bruce was then ordered to be reponducted back to the 
round tower ; and the rest of the lords withdrawing by 
command, the king was left with Gloucester^ his daugh- 
ter Jane, and the now reviving queen, to make his peace 
with Her, even on his knee. 

Bruce was more closjeW immured than ever. Not even 
lib wnachie was auowed to approach him, and do>iblo 
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guards were kept coDstantW on the watch aroand hia pri- 
son. On the fourth day orhis seclusion^ an extra tow of 
iron bars was put across his windows. He asked the cap- 
tain of the party the reason of this new rivet on his cajH 
tivity, but he received no answer. His own recollection^ 
however^ solved the doubt ; for he could not but see that 
his declaration respecting bis friendship with Wallace, 
had so alarmed Edward that his present confinement was 
likely to terminate in death. One of the sentinels, on 
having the same inquiry put to him which Bruce had ad- 
dress^ to his superior, in a rough tone told him that ho 
had best not ask too many questions, lest he should hear 
that his majesty had determined to keep him under bish- 
op Beck's padlock for life. Bruce was not to be deprived 
of hope by a single evidence, and smiling said, '' There 
are more w{|^*s of getting out of a tyrant's prison, than by 
the doors and windows." " Why, you would not eat 
through the walls?" cried the man. " Certainly," replied 
Bruce, " if I have no other way ', and through the guards 

too." ** We'll see to that," answered the man. "And 

fed it too, my sturdy soldier ;" returned th^ prince, " so 
look to yourself." Bruce threw himself carelessly into a 
chair as he spoke ; and the man eyeing him askance, and 
remembering how strangely the minstrel had disappeared 
from within the walls of the Tower, now began to think 
that people born in Scotland inherited some natural necro- 
mantic power of executing whatever they determined. 
"And I am determined," muttered he to himself" never 
again to take this jguard while a Scottish Lord remains 
in the castle !" 

Bruce, though careless in his manner of treating the 
soldier's information, thought of it with some degree of 
anxiety ; as certainly the additional barricadoes did ar- 
gue a longer sojourn in his prison than he had at first an- 
ticipated. Lost in reflections chequered with hope and 
douDts of his ever effecting his escape from such ai^ iron 
prison, he remained immoveable on the spot where the 
smiths and the soldier had left him, till another sentinel 
brought in his lamp. He set it ' down in silence, and 
withdrew ; and then Bruce heard the bolts on the out- 
side of his chamber door pushed into their guards. — 
" There they go !'* said he to himself; " and those are 
to. be the morning and eveninff sounds to which I am to 
lai((fia aU my days I At least Edward would have it mh ■ 
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Secli it the grratittide he shows to the man whp restored .. 
to him his wife ; who restored to him the conacionsneM . 
of yet possessinff that unsullied honor^ whjch is so dear 
to every married man! WeU, Edward, kindness miefat 
bind generous minds even to forget their rights j but 
thanks to you, neither in inv own person, nor for any of 
nrr name, do I owe you aught but a sight of me as King 
of Scotland : and, please God, that you shall see ; if the 
prayers of one that trusts in Jbim, can, like the minister- 
ing angel to Peter, open these dotltble-steeled gates to set 
me free!" 

While invocatiohs to the power in which he confided, 
and resolutions reacting the consequences of his bopca 
for liberty, by turns occupied his mind, he heard the . 
light tread of a foot in the adjoining passage. He listen:- 
ed b^tblessly^ for no living creature, he thought, could . 
be in' that quarter of the building, as he had imSercd none 
to enter it since by it Wallace had disappeared He half 
rose from bis couch, as the door at which .he had seen ■ 
him last, gentljf opened. . He smarted up, and' Gloucester. . 
with a lantern in his hand, stood before him; The £arl 

}>Qt his finger on his lip, arid taking Bfuee by the hand, 
od him, as he had done Wallace, down into the vault 
which leads to Flncklay abbey. 

When once in that subterraneous cloister with the en- 
trance firmly secured behind them, as they advanced 
along, the £arl replied to the impatient gratitude of 
Bruce, who saw tnat the generous Gloucester meant 
that he should follow the steps of his friend \ by giving . 
him a succinct account of his motives for changirtg hia 
first determination, and now giving him liberty. He had . 
DOt visited Bruce since the e^ape of Wallace,, that ha . 
might not excite any new suspicion in Edward ^ and the 
tower being fast locked at every usual avenue, he had 
now etetered it froin the Fificklay side. £(e then [Hroceed- 
ed to infbnfl Broqe, that, after his magnanimoius fi)i8et- 
falnecteaf his own saifety to ensure that of the quetDi %ad 
produfeed a reconciliation between her and her husband, : 
ijord Biiehan, Soulis, and Athol, and one or two jRnglii^ 
lords, loined next day to persuade the king that Hr^^ce^ 
avowal respecting WUlace having been realiy in the " 
eaatle, was*aa invention of his ow^ ^ screen scwne baser 
fiwBd and his reyal mistrenr. They meceeded in 
ftirakentiif teiiM do«l«« in Bdwud, who,- ■Midfcir 
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GloQceflter said to him, " Unlesi I could hear flrom Wal-* 
lace's own lip, (and that in my case is, impoB8iMe,| thaC 
be' has been nere, and that my wife is guiltless of this fool 
«tain, I must ever remain in horrible suspense. These 
cruel Scots, ever fertile in maddenine sunestions, have 
made me even suspect that Bruce had other reasons for 
his apparently generous risk of himself, than a love of 
justice." 

While these ideas floated in the mind of Edward, 
Bruce was more closely immured. And Gloucester hav- 
in^ received the promised letter from Wallace deter- 
mmed to lay it before the king. Accordingly, on the first 
opportunity, the Earl one morning stole unobserved in^ 
the presence chamber before Edward waa brought in« 
He laid the letter under his majesty's cushion. As Glou- 
cester expected, the moment the king saw the super- 
scription ne knew the hand, and read the letter twice 
over to himself without speaking a word. But the cloudi 
which had hung on his countenance all passed away i 
and with a smile reaching the pkcket to Gloucei^er, he 
desired him to read aloud that silencer of all doubts re- 
specting the honor of the oueen. Gloucester obeyed : 
and the astonished nobles, looking on each other, one 
and all assented to the credit that was to be given to 
Wallace's word, and deeply regretted having ever joined 
in the suspicion against her majesty.— Thus then all ap- 
peared amicably settled. But the embers of discord stul 
glowed. The three Scottish lords, afraid that Bruce 
would again be taken into favour, laboured to show that 
his friendship with Wallace pointed to his throwing off 
the English yoke and independently assuming the Scot- 
tish crown. Edward gave te«» ready credence to these i|i- 
sinuations, and complied with bishop Beck's request, to 
allow him to hold the royal youth hisprisoner. BiA wtdle 
the Cummins won this victory over Bruce, they gained 
nothing for themselves. They had ventured, during the 
king's vain inquiries respecting the manner in which 
Wiulace's letter had been conveyed to his apartment, to 
throw out some hints of Bruce having been the agent by 
some secret me&ns ; and that he, however innocent the 
queen might be, certainly, by such solicitude for her ez- 
eulpation, evinced an Interest in her person which mi^ht 
prove dangerous. These latter innuendoes, the kinr 
enuihed in the first whisper. " I have done enough with 
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R6beit Bruce f laid he, '' he is condemned a prisoner for 
life J and mere suspicions shall never provoke me to give 
sentence for bis death.'' Irritated with^this reply and the 
contemptaoQs glance which accompanied it, the Yindic- 
llTe triumvirate turned from the king to his court; and 
having failed in compassing the destruction of Bruce and 
his more renowned friend, they determined at least to 
make a wreck of-^their moral fame. The ffuiit of Wal- 
lace and the queen, and the participation of Bruce, were 
now whisrpered through every circle ; and credited in 
proportion to the evil dispositions of the hearers. 

One of his pages at last brought to the ears of the king 
the stories which these lords so busily circulated ; and 
sending for them, he gave them so severe a reprimand, 
that retiring from his presence in stifled wrath, th^ de- 
termined to accept the invitation of youn^ Lord Bade- 
noch, return to their country, and support hmi in the re- 

Sency. Next morning, Edward was informed that they 
ad secretly left Durham, with all their followers ; and 
fearing that Bruce might also make his escape, a consul- 
tation was held between the king and Beck, of so threat- 
ening a complexion, that Gloucester no lonzer hesitated 
immediately to fulfil his pledced word to Wallace, and 
give the Scottish prince his liberty. When he was free, 
the utmost that he could effect against Edward, would 
be to assume the crown of Scotland : '' And that,'^ thought 
Gloucester, " is only his right. Hence I cannot believe 
1 am doing a disloyal thing to my kins^, when I obey the 
holy injunction : Hetp the oppressed to his oum ; and 
partake not in the inijuUy of the evildoers .'" 

Impelled by these sentiments, Gloucester led Bruce 
in sarety through the vaulted passage ; and taking an af- 
fectionate leave of him, they part^ in the cemetery of 
Fincklay ; Gloucester, to walk back to Durham by the 
banks of the Wear ; and Bruce, to mount the horse the 
ffood Earl had prepared, and left tied to a tree, to convey 
Bim to Hartlepool. There he embarked for Normandy. 
Wlien he arrived at Caen, he did not delay ; but pursu- 
ing his way across the country towards Guienne, where- 
be hoped to meet Wallace, night and the storm over- 
toe^ him; he lost his' way "^j and after much wandering, 
at last, directed by the lights which glimmered fVom tM 
cottage windows, he reached the door, begged for shel- 
f«ff— ^ And,'' added he, ''was compensated ^ 
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^be ducbunie next turned on their future plant. Wal- 
Uee, haring mentioned hit adventure with the Red Bioa- 
'frer. and the acknowledgments of Philip for the rescue 
0f nis son, proposed that the favour he should ask in jre- 
,turn, (as the kring of France seemed very earnest to he* 
iptow on himr some especial mark of gratitude ^) would be 
his interference with Edward to grant the Scots a peace- 
able retention of their rights, /* And then/' said he to 
Bruce, ** vou will take posses^n of your kingdom, with 
the olive branch in your hand/' Bruce smilea, but shook 
his head f ''And what then . will Robert Bruce bet. A 
king, to be sure ! but a king without ^ name. Who won 
me.my kini^dm ? Who accomplished this peace ? Was 
it not William Wallace 1 Can I then consent to mount 
the throne of my ancestors, so poor, so inconsiderable & 
creature 7 J[ am not jealous of your fame, Wallace } I glo* 
ly in it ; f6r you are more' to me than the light to mjr 
eyes : — ^but I would prove my right to the crown by deeu 
worthy of a Sovereign,^ Till I have so shown myself in 
the md asainst Scotland's enemies, I cannot consent to 
be restored to my inheritance, even by you." 

''And is it in wir alone," re^urn^ Wallace^ " that 
you can show deeds worthy of a sovereign ? Think a mo< 
ment, my dear friend, and then scorn your objection. 
Look around oit the annals of history ', nav, before your 
eyes,xm the daily occurrences of the world, and see how 
many are brave and comj^ete getieraJs ; bow few, wise 
legislators, and such efficient rulers as to produce obedi- 
ence to the laws, and happiness to the people. This is 
the commission of a king : to be the representative on 
earth of our father who is in heaven. Here is ejceccisft 
for courage, for enterprise, for fortitude, for every virtue 
which elevates the character of man : this 'is the godlike 

{'urisdiction of a"" sovereign. To go to the field, to lead 
lis people to scenes of carnage^ is oden a duty in kings ; 
but it is one of those i^ecessities which more than the 
trifling circumstances, of sustaining nature by sleep and 
food, reminds the conqueror of the degraded state of 
mortality. The ime sbo^s the weakness of the body, the 
other, the corruption of the soul. For how far must man 
have fallen beneath his former heavenlv nature, befoiip 
'*\ delight in the destruction of his jS^llow ^aen 1 Is* 
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kspt four Ibandjs from the fltiiips of bloods Show jom- 
■elf beyood the volgar ftpprctoiaCioBf of what ,w mme; 
and eoBflcious of the power with which the /C^nBator Imu 
endowed jfou, ftwiuiiie yoor t&nwe with the dignity that 
is your due :-^-4iid whnbeir It be in the cabinet or in ihe 
field that <He calle -'you to act, there obey, and rely on it 
that a name gisater than that of the hero of Macedon 
w»tt await Robert king, of Scots!" ''You almost per- 
siMde me/' returned Brace. *^ But let ue see Philip, ajtA 
then I will decide." * 

Am the morning; was now adicanped, the friends turned 
towards the cott^e, intending to see BalLol safe at B,oo- 
en, and then profxed together to Croienne to the reaone 
of Lady Helen '^ after which, they hoped successful en- 
teiprise, they would visit Paris, and hear its monarch's 
determination. 

On entering the faoYel they found Baliol awake, and 
anxiously inquiring <^ the widow what was become of 
the two young knights. At sight of, them he stretched 
out his hands to both, and said lie was so revived by his 
eleep, that he ehould be able %o travel in a few hours. 
Wallace proposed sending to Rouen for a litter to carry 
him the more easily thitmr. " ^o," cried Baliol with a 
frown, " Rouen shall never again see me within its 
waUs. It was coming from thence, that I lost my way 
bst night $ and though my poor servants would have 
gladly returned thither with me,' sooner than suffer me 
to perish in the storm, yet, rather would I have been 
finoid dead on the road, a reproach to the kings who have 
betrayed me, than have taken an hour's shelter in that 
inhospitable city.'' 

After stene (Questions from the friends, Baliol, while 
th^ took the simple breakfast )>repared for them by the 
widow, related, that in consequence of the interference 
of Philip le Bel with Edward, he had been released from 
the tower of London and sent to France, under an oath 
never again to Ittve that country. Philip then gave the 
exiled king the castle of Oalliard for a residence, where 
he was sooir joined by ttveral of his old adherents from 
Scotland. But his luxurious son, unable to exist divided 
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enjoyed his shadow of royalty &( GalUaTd ; as fafer stiH bad 
a sort of court, ciMnppsed of the follovrers who were with 
him, and of the barons in the neighbourhood. Philip al- 
lowed him guaixls, and a glenoid table. But on the 
peace bein^ signed between France and Enffland;that 
Edward misht give up bis ally the Earl of Flanders to 
his offended liese h>rd, Philip consented to relinquish 
t(he cause- of Baliol , and though he should still give him 
Shelter in his dominions, remove from him all the appen- 
dages of a kin^. 

" Accordingly/' continued Baliol, '' the guard was 
taken from my gates, my establishment was reduced to 
that of a private nobleman ; and no longer having it in 
my power to gratify the avidity, or to flatter the amoition 
of those who came about me, I was soon left alone. All 
but the poor old men whom you see, and who had been 
faithful to me through every change of my life, instantly 
deserted the forlorn Baliol. But they remained j and 
,from being servants they became my companions; for 
none other ever appeared within the walls of Galliard. 
In vain I remonstrated with Philip: either my letters 
never reached him, or he drsdained to answer the man 
whose cause he could abandon. Things were in this 
state, when the other day an Enfflish lord, who had been 
stranded off the coast, brought his suit to my castle. I 
received him with hospitality ; but soon foiind that what 
I gave in kindness, he seized as a right ; — in the true spi- 
rit of his master Edward, he treated me more like the 
V keeper of an inn than a i^ei^erons host : and such was his 
insolence, on my attempting to plead with him for a Scot- 
t]sAi lady whom his turbulent passions has forced from her 
country and reduced to a pitiable state of illness, that he 
laughed at my arguments, and told me, that had I taken 
more care of my kingdom, the door would not have been 
left open for him to steal away its fairest prise——'' 

Wallace intermpted him— "Heaven grant that yoQ 
may be speaking of Lord de Valence and Lady Helen 
Mar !" '< 1 am,^' replied Baliol, <' but surely Sir William 
Wallace cannot rejoice in his countrywoman being likely 
to be made the compulsive property tii aiiy Southron 
lord ?" '' No,'' rejilied he, '' but 1 rejoice in finding them 
so near, I rejoice in the of^rtunit^ of so soon perform- 
ing my word to her dying ftther, in rescmng ner flom 
tba villain's arms.^ ^'t'heyare now at GalBaid/' r«. 
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turned Baliol, " and as her illness seems a lingeris|^ one, 
De Valence declared to me his intentions of continuine 
there. He seized upon the best apartments, and carried 
himself with so much haughtiness that, proToked beyond 
endurance, I ordered iny horse, and accompanied by mj 
honest men, rod0 to Kouen to obtain redress from th(& 
governor. But the unworthy Frenchman told me with 
a look of derision, that his master having more respect 
for one English Earl than for all the dethroned monarcbs 
in Christendom, he advised me toffo back, and by flatter- 
ing l>e Valence, try to regain the favour of Edward. I 
retired in indignation, determining to assert my own 
rights in my own castle ; but the storm overtook me,' 
and after heinc abandon^ by friends, I was saved by mv 
enemies.'' — '*Then you mean now- to return to Galliard?'' 
inquired Wallace. '' Immediately : and if you will go 
with me, I will engage, if the lady consent, (and that I 
do not doubt, for she scorns all his prayers for her hand, 
and passes night and day in tears ;) t<> assisi in her es- 
cape." — " That," Wallace replied, " was precisely what 
I was goinff to request." 

Baliol advised that they should,not all return to the 
castle together, as the sisht of two kniffhts of their ap- 
pearance accompanying his host, would alarm De Va- 
lence ; — and so some bloody fray might succeed. " The 
Juietest way," said the deposed king, " is the surest. — 
*ollow me at a short distance ; and towards the shadows 
of evening knock at the^tes and request a night's enter- 
tainment. I will ffrant it ; and then your happy destiny, 
ever fortunate Wallace, must do the rest." 

This scheme being approved, a litter*of hurdles wai 
soon formed for the invalid monarch, and the old wo- 
man's pallet spread over iX- " I ^i^^ return it toyou, mj 
good widow,*^ said Baliol, '' and with other proofs of my 
gratitude." The two friends then assisted the king to 
rise. And when Baliol set his foot to the floor, he fc^lt 
so surprisinffly better, that he thought he could ride the 
joomey. Wallace overruled this wish for fear of further 
delays; and with Bruce, suf^orted his emaciated figure 
towards the door. The widow stood to see her guests de- 
part. Baliol, as he mounted his travelling machine, pat 
a piece of ^Id into her hand. Wallace saw not what the 
kiW had given, and gave a pnrse as his reward. Bruce 
haojioag^t to bestow. He nad left Dorham with little. 
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and tluit little was expended. ** Mjr good y^iSlovr," mai. 
hqu^'Iampdor in every thing bat giYtitpde. .;In lieu of 
gold jou must accept iny prayers.^' i* May tbey, tweet 
youth/' replied she, ** return on yoht own nead, and give 
jou bread from the barren land, and water out of the 
sterile rock .!'' " And have you no blessing forine, rao« 
4her 1" said Wallaoe, turning round, and regarding her 
with an impressive look ; " some spirit that yo.u wist not 
of, speaks in your words." ^ Then it must . be a good 
spirit/' answered she, " for all tj^zt is arqund me beto* 
kens gladness. The sciipture saith, B£ kikd U> Viie wa^- 
/aring masif for many have so entertained angeis una^ 
wares.! Yesterday at this time, I was poor and in misery. 
Last higlH I opened ray doors ip the storin>'yott entered 
and gave me nches, he follows and efidpws me- with his 
prayers ! Am I 'not (hen' gi£a;tly iavoured by him who 
ffiveth bread to all who trii^stinhim 7 From this day 
forth, I will light a ^re each night in a part.of my house 
where it must be'seei^ on every side from a^gceat dis- 
tance. Like y6u, princely knight, whose gold will make 
It burn, it shall shine afar, and give light and comfort to 
alf wlio approach it." ' " And when you look on it," said 
Wallace, '^ tell your beads for me. I am a son of war ;. 
and it may blase when my vital ^rk is iust expiring." 
The 'widow paused, gazed on b^a, steoii.ily, and theu 
burst into teats. ^[ And is it possible that beautiful face 
vcAy %e laid m dust, that youthful ;/9rip,lie cold in clay, 
•and these aged limbs survive to. ^ht.. a '.beacon to your 
memory ! and it shall arjse ! It shall born like a noly 
flame, and incenw to heaven for the soul of him who has 
«uccQ,ured the feeole, and made the widow'q heart to siog 
for ioy !" Wallace pressed, the old lyoman's withered 
hand ( Bruce did the saine. - She saw tliem mounA their 
horses, and when they disappeared fiopm her eyes, shA 
letvraed into her jcotta^ and wept. 
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•G&Hiatd, he pointed to a woibd, an^ ftold WaUaee that. 
4i«der'liS'gro^ he Hadliest shelter himself tilllthd sit* 
ting son ; toon alW wMch iM'jihQiild expect lite uA 
Bnice at the castle. 
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' Long indeed seemed the intenral. It vmaxSky happeva 
that in contemplatiDg a project, while the period of i|a 
ezecvtion appean distant, we think on it with compo- 
rare ; but when the time of action is near, when weenly 
wait the approach of an auxiliary, or lapse of an hour ; 
every passing moment appears an age, and the impatient 
soul seems ready to break every hound to grasp the com* 

Eletion of its enterprise. So Wallace now felt ; felt as 
e had neveY done before : for in all his warlike exploits, 
each achievement had followed the moment of resolve ; 
but here he was delayed to grow in ardor ais he contem- 
plated an essay in which every generous principle ti 
man was summoned into action. He was going to res- 
cue from the hands of a ravisher, the daughter of a brave 
veteran, his first friend in the great struggle, one who 
had fallen in the cause. A daughter who. By her intre- 
pidiw had once saved Scotland ; a helpless woman in the 
nands of a man of violence ! Glad was he then to see 
the sun sink behind the western hills. Bruce and he 
closed their visors, mounted their horses, and set off on 
full speed towards the chateau., ^ 

Wnen they came in view of the antique towers of 
Galliard, they slackened their pac^ and more liesurely 
adyanced to the gates. The bugle of. Wallace demand- 
ed admittance ; a courteous assent was brought by the 
warder, and the friends were conducted into a room 
where Baliol sat in a large chair, De Valence was walk- 
ing to and fro in a great chafe : he started at sight of 
the princeljr armour of Wallace, (for he as Baliol had 
done, conceived from the lilied diadem that the stranger 
must be of the royal house of France,) and composing 
his turbulent spirit he bowed respectfull;^ to the suppos- 
ed prince. Wallace returned the salutation ; and Baliol 
risinff, accosted him with no inconsiderable degree of an- 
imation. He at once saw the mistake of De Valence, 
and perceived how greatly it would facilitate the execu- 
tion of their project. 

On his return to the chateau, De Valence had receiv- 
ed him with more than his usual insolence ; for the (gov- 
ernor of Rouen had sent him an account of the despised 
monarch's complaint of him. — And when the despotic 
lord heard the sound of the bugle at the great gate, and 
leaned that it was the request of two travelling knights 
to be admitted to todging, he flew to Baliol in di^ei»«"rA 
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to eottnand bim to recal bis granted leaTCr—Ai tbe mp- 
tnent of Ms wratb, Wallace entered, and covered bim 
witb confusion. Struck "with seeing a Freneb prince in 
one of the persons he was going to treat with such indig> 
fiity, he Irfirunk into himself ami bowed befbre him, with 
all the cowerin|; meanness of bis base and haughty soul. 
Wallace felt his preeminence, and bent his head in ac- 
knowtedgment, with a majesty that convinced the Ea^l 
that he had not mistaken. Haiiol welcomed his guest in 
a manner not to dispel the Earl's error. 

" Hqppy am I," cried he, " that the hospitality which 
John mliol intended to show to a mere traveller, con- 
fers on him the distinction of serving one of a race whose 
favcH* confers protection , and its friendship honor." Wal> 
lace returned a gfacious reply to this speech 3 for though 
he might well apply it to himself, yet he guessed that it 
was intended to mislead De Valence, and turning ^& 
Bruce, he said, " This knight is my friend ; and though 
neither of us, from particular circumstances, choose to 
disclose our names, wliHtever they may be, dor ing this 
Journey, yet you. will confide in the word of one whom 
you have honored by the address you have • now made, 
and believe that his* friend is not unworthy the hospitaii- 
.. ties of him who was once king of Scots.'' 

De Valence now approached, and announeing who he 
was, assured ihe knights, in the name of the king of 
England whom he was going to represent in Guienne, of 
every respect from himself and assistance from his reti- 
' nue, to bring them properly on their way. " 1 return 
you the thanks dne to your couvtesy," replied Wallace, 
*' and shall certainly remain to-night a burthenf to king 
Baliol, but in the morning we must depart as we came, 
.having a vow to perform which excludes the service of 
attendants.'' 

A splendid supper was soon served, at the board of 
which De Valence sat as well as Baliol. The English 
Earl never withdrew from the moment that the strangers 
entered, so cautious was he to prevent Baliol 's informing 
his illustrious guests of the captivity of Lady Helen Mar. 
Wallace ate nothing.; he sat with bis visor still closed^ 
and almost in profound silence, never speaking but when 
tpokeiLto, ana then <)nly answering in as few words as 
Jibssible. De Valence supposed that this taciturnity was 
<Ofi]iected With his tow, and did not farther remark it t 
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bat Bruce (wlio at Caen had faranhed himie)f with a 
complete suit of black^nnour) appeared, though equally 
invisible Under his visor, infinitely more acceMiUe, The 
humbler fashion of his martial accontrement did not ^oi- 
Donnce the prince, but his carriaee was so noble, hia con- 
versatiiKi bespoke so accomplisned a mi|Kl and brave a 
spirit, that De Valence did not doubt, that both the men 
before iiim were of the royal family. He had never 
seen Charles de Valois, and believing that he now saw 
him in Wallace, he directed all that discourse to Bruoe* 
which he meant should reach the ear of De Valon, and 
from him to pass to that of the king of France. Bruce 
saw what was pacing in his mind, and with as much 
amusement in the scene, as design, he led forward the 
Earl's mistake, but rather by allowing him to deceive 
himself than by any active means on his side to increase 
the deception. De Valence threw out hints respecting 
I frontier town in Guienne, north of the Garonne, which 
he thought his royal master could be persuaded to yield' 
to the French monarch, as naturally belonging to Gasco*- 
ny. But then the affair must be properly laid ^fore him ; 
and that De Valence said he believed, had he motive to 
investigate some parchments in his possession, he might 
De able to do, and to convince Edward of the superior 
claims of the French king. And then casting out hints 
of the right he had by his ancestors, to the signiory of 
Valence in Dauphiny ; he in short, after much circum- 
locution," gave them to understand, that if Philip would 
r:itber invest him with the revenues of Valence on the 
Rhone or give him some equivalent, he would engage 
that the town in question shmild be delivered to France. 
Baliol, notwithstanding his resolution to keep awake 
ind assist his friends in their enterprise, was so overcome 
by his late fatigue, that he had fallen asleep soon after 
supper, and so gave De Valence full opportunity to un<^ 
veil his widely grasping mind to Bruce. Wallace now 
saw that the execution of his project must depend whol* 
ly on himself; and how to inform Helen that he was in 
the castle and of his plan to get her out of it^ hardly oc» 
cupied him more than what to devise to detain De Va- 
lence in the eatingroom while he went out to prosecute 
his design, As these thoughts absorbed him, oy an un- 
conscious moyement he turned towards the English Earl.' 
De Valence {lattsed and looked at him, supposing he - 
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wag to «peak ^ bot finding that he did not, the Cat! ad- 
dreased him with some hefiitation, feeling an inexolicable 
awe of directly saying to him what he had so easily atter> 
ed to his more approachable companion ; '' I seek not, il- 
lustrious stranger/' said he, ** to inquire the na^e you 
faftve already intimated must be concealed ; but I have 
safiioient faith in that brilliant circlet round your Imx>ws 
to be convinced (as none other than the royal hand of 
Philip could bestow it ) that it distinguishes a man of the 
first honour. You now know my sentiments, prince ; 
and for the advantage of both kings, I confide tnem to 
your services/' Wallace rose r ** Whether I am prince 
or vassal,'' replied he, ** my services shall ever be given 
in the^cause of justice, and of that, Earl de Valence, you 
will be convinced when next you hear of me. My friend," 
cried he, turning to Bruce, ** You will remain with our 
host, while I go to the vigils of my vow." 

Bruce understood him. It was not merely with their 
host he was to remain, but to detain De Valence; and 
o|>enins at once the versatile powers of his abundant 
mind, his vivacity charmed the Earl, while the magnifi- 
cence of his views in policy corroborated the idea to De 
Valence that be was conversing with one, whose birth 
had placed biih beyond even the teinptations of those 
ambitions which, in the midst of the Earl's passions for 
Helen, were at that moment subjecting his soul to every 
Kiecies of flattery, meanness, and in fact, disloyalty. 
Bruce, in his turn, listened to all De Valence's dreams 
of a^randizement with much apparent interest) and 
recollectinff bis reputation for a love of wine, he replen- 
ished his glass so often that the fumes made him foi^et 
all reserves ; and after pouring forth the whole history 
of his attachment to Helen, and his resolution to subdue 
her abhorrence by love and grandeur, he gradually low* 
ered his ke^, and at last fell fast asleep^ 

Meanwhile, Wallace, as soon as he quitted the ban- 
quetting chamber, wrapped himself up in Baliol's blue 
cloak which lay in the antiroom, (for he had observed 
that De Valence wore a similar one at supper) and de- 
termining to pass to^ Helen's apartment as the Earl, he 
enveloped even his helmet in the friendly mantle and 
uoTing swiftly alons the gallery was met by a page. 
*' Pre<^6 me with a light," said he, affi^ting the rough 
•f De Valenee **Am to the ttteyger kaight'e 
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iputinMit, and then to my lady V* Tbeboy. whoeoif^ 
ceivod him to be the £ar|, obeyed ; and Wallace having 
teen that all was, as he had planned with Baiiol, in the 
chamber appointed for him, followed his eondactor to 
lady Helen's door. There he made a aim to be left.— 
it was now within an hour of midnight, lie opened the 
latch. Two women lay on coaches on each side of* the 
door. These were creatures of I)e Valence. They 
stiried up at the noise, but he. wavins his hand to them 
lo be quiet, they, supposing it was tneir master, again 
compoeed themselves to rest. He then took* the lamp 
that burnt on the table, and approached the bed of He- 
len. He covered the light with his hand, that it might 
not glare in her eyes while he observed her. She was in 
I profound sleep, but pale as the sheet which enveloped 
hr : — ^her countenance seemed troubled, her brows n'e- 
qaently knit themselves, and she started as she dreamt, 
u if in apprehension. Once he heard her lips faintly 
murmur, "Save me, Wallace ! on you alone——'' There 
she stopped. His heart beat at this appeal. ** I come te 
sive thee," he would have cried, but he checked the ex- 
clamation : his hand, in agitation, dropped at the same 
iQstant from before the lamp, and the blaze striking full 
on her eyes, awaked her. She looked up ; she saw, as she 
tapposed, her dream realized, De Valence leaning over 
her bed, and herself wholly in his power : — for she knew 
not that the compassionate Baliol had returned. She 
shrieked with a cry of such distress as went throuffh the 
soul of Wallace. The women raised themselvel upon 
their couches, bi]^ Wallace repeating his sign to them to ' 
remain still, they obeyed. Helen covered herself with 
the clothes, and trembling, and in broken accents called 
Mi God to preserve her. " Lady Helen," whispered he, 
' look up j for a moment, look up.'' ** No, no," cried 
(he, still believing it was De Valence^ " leave me, if you 
would not see me die, for know that these outrages will 
it last kill me." 

Wallace durst not breathe his name for fear of being 
oTerheard. How was he then to persuade her to turn 
her eyes upon him 7 He replied in rather a lender and 
a stern voice, ''Look on me, Lady Helen, this moment, 
or dread more fearful consequences. Lock on me, and 
then 1 pledge you ray honor, that if you desire it, I never 
will tee youmoie!" " Ever deeeitlol De Valenee" 
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cried lihe, " I will deserve honor, though I meet it aot^ 

— ^I will look on you } and release me or Oh ! God 

of life and death, take me. to thjself !'' ** Look up and 
try me/' replied Wallace. The- vtsored helmet, and 
the roughened tone in which he spoke, prevented her dis- 
tinguishing that it was other than the voice of De Va-I 
lence, and with a trembling horror which made the very 
bed shake under her, she drew down the coverlid. At 
the fir«t motion of her hands to unveil her face, Wallace 
raised the visor from his, and holding the lamp so that! 
she should see him distinctly, at the moment when with 
despair in her heart she turned her head to dart a glance 
at De Valence full of abhorrence, she met the eyes dear- 
est to her on earth — those of Sir William Wallace. A 
cry of joy would have escaped her, had he not put his 
JRnger on his lip 3 but falling back on her bed, the joy ef 
hope, of happiness, of again seeing him who in her esti- 
mati(Mi was her earthly securitv, her all here now that 
her father was no more, shook her with such strong 
emotions that Wallace feared to see her delicate frame 
expire in the tumult, or at least find repose in some dead- 
ly swoon. Alarmed for her life, or the accomplishment 
of her deliverance, he threw himself on his knees besid 
her, and softly whispered, " Be composed for the love of 
heaven and your own safety! be collected and firm, and 
you shall fly this place with me to-night.^' Helen with 
all the fervor of her grateful soul, hardly conscious of the 
action, grasped the nand that held hers, and replied." '' I 
will obey i command me, I will obey."—" Then re- 
quest me, vehemently and loudly, to leave the room, 
and strike the lamp from my hand." Helen again look- 
ed towards him, but while her lips obeyed, tier heart 
checked the words, and feeble was the injunction with 

which she bade him leave her. Conscious of it, she 

blushingly repeated the command with some en«^y, 
and struck tnie lamp from his hand. Wallace immedi- 
ately set his foot on it, and 1 they were left in darkoera. 
With a voiceN ioud enough for the women to distinctly 
hear, (who were curiously listening, though they could 
not before make out any thing but that Lady Helen was 
in treat agitation) he reproached her for her violence, 
and added, " I leave you to the darkness you have Inrottght 
upon yoarself 5 and I command that yon neither speak 
to your attenuntiy Bor answer their quMtioBi, aor iuito 
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anotjier iigte in your room, tilt you M me agadn.'^ He 
then wbispered to her to rbe frQm her bed, and allow 
him in this favorable obscurity to iead her from the cham- 
ber. Helen spoke not, but in a tremor, of timid delight^ , 
threw a dressmj^gown over her, which' always lay on her 
pillow, and putting her feet' into her slippers/ Stretched 
oat her hand to Wallace. He took it. It was cold with 
agitation ; and finding that weakness and amotion depriv- 
ed her of the power to sustain her steps ovter the floor; 
be gently took her in his arms, and once more turning to 
the bed, said *^ Farewell, cruel Helen !'' and with 6au- 
tiou8«teps he bore her through the door. To meet any 
of Qe Valence^s men in the passage, whil« in'this situa- 
tion, would' betray all. To avoid this, he; hastened 
through tlie illuminated ealleriesy and turning into 
the apartment appointed for himself, laid his almost 
fainting burthen upon the bed. ^" 'Water V said she, **^ and 
I shall revive.'^ He gave hc^aome, and at the same time 
hying a page's suit of clothes :( which Baliol had provid- 
ed) dowm beside her. " Dress yourself ih tb^se Lady 
Helen," said he. ^*- 1 shall withdraw meanwhile into the 
passage, but as soon as yoii ate ready come to the door, 
for yamr safety depends on ej^dition.^' 

BefoiHB' she could answer he had disappeared. And 
Helen- having instantly tbroi/Mi herself oh ner knees to 
thank God m this commencement of her deliverance, 
and to beseech hisliIessiB^ on its copsummatioB, she rose 
fftrengtheoed ^ and* obeying Wallace, the moment she 
was equq>ped she laid her nand upon the latch^ but the 
watchfii-1 ear of her frieiid heard ner, and immediately 
opene^^the door. The lamps' of 4foe' gallery shone full 
upon t^e lisht grace of ber figure, as ahrinking with 
blushing modesty, and ^et eager -to he with her .preser- 
ver, she Btoed besHatm^ before him*. He thfew his 
cloak over her, and putting her arm through {lia, in .the 
onobscured tilaze of his princely armor, desbended to'tlie 
lower* haU of tbe castle; One man only w^ there* 
Wallace ordered him'toopeh the great dpdr. — ''It is a 
fine nigbt,^' «aid be; '■'and T iduiir ride soak h^es JlibfoFe 
I sleep.^'— The man- asked if he were to saddle the hor- 
■es, — 4ie was answered in the affirmative ; and the gate 
being 'immediately unbarred, W«Alace led U«' precious 
charge into the fteedom of the open air. As aoon asahft 
saw tlie onUide «r tfaeit towen-wJudi eha lift^'io lfe(«>r 
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tmUa^A M the w^ffsfc ef all priioiien^ lier liesrt tfoi^ier* 
flawed with gntitude to her deliverer, that siaking by %is 
Mb upon her kneeS) she could only graep his hand and 
bathe it with the pure tears of rescued innocence. Her 
niaaner penetrated bis soul ; he raised her in his arms ; 
bat she, dreading that she had perhaps done too much, 
convulsively articulated — " My father — his blessing—." 
'^•Wasarich endowment, Lady Helen/' returned be, 
^'^sd yo|i shall ever find me deserving it/' Her head 
leaned on his breast. But how different was the lam* 
bent flame which seemed to mingle in either heart as 
they now beat against each other, from the destructive 
fire which shot from the burning veins of Lady Mar 
when she would have polluted with her unchaste lips 
this shrine of a beloved wife, this bosom consecrated to 
her sacred image ! — Wallace had shrunk from her as 
from the touch of some hideous contagion. But with La- 
dy Helen, it was soul meeting soul : it was innocence 
resting on the bosom of virtue. No thought that saints 
would not have approved was there ; no emotion which 
angels might not have shared, slowed in th^ir grateful 
boBoms-Huie, grateful to him ; mtfa^rateful to God. 

The man brought the horses from the stable. He 
knew that two strangers had arrived at the castle, and not 
noticing Helen's stature, he supposed that they were both 
before him. He had been informed by the servants, that 
the taller of the two was the Count de Valois, and he 
now held the stirrup for him to mount. — But Wallace 
first placed Helen on Brace's horse, and then vaulting 
on his own, put a piece of gold into the attendant's hand. 
** You will return, noble prince T" inquired the man. 
** Why should vou doubt it ?" answered Wallace. " Be- 
cause," replied the servant, " I wish the brother of the 
king of Fr^ce to know the foul deeds which are done 
in his dominions." " By whom ?" asked Wallace, much 
surprised at this address. ''By the Earl de Valence, 
prince," answered he, " he has now in this castle a 
beautiful lady whom he brought from a foreign land and 
treats in a manner unbecoming a knight or a man," — 
" And what would you have me do 7" said Wallace, wil- 
ling to judge whether this applicant were honest in his 
appeal. ** Come in the power of your royal brother," 
answered he, *' and demand the Lady Helen Mar «f 
Lofd da Valeaoe." 
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. VMm, mko had li rt— c A wRh tiepidrttoa to tkis 
l^aue, mw nemr Wallace, and in an agitated •whiapUf 
tajd/'Ah! letva hasten away !" The maa wvieloat 
eaengh to hear her. ** Hah I" cried he, in a hunt of 
doamil jojr, ''la it ao ? is the here 1 nty to, noUeknwfat. 
and RoUo Grimaby will aenre ye both forever !'' "OrHH- 
by 1" cried Helen, recollecting his voice the mo m en t he 
bd d^lered his name, ** What, the honest English sol* 
4ier 7 I, and my preserver will indeed value ao trosty a 
follower/' 

The name of Grimsby was too familiar to the memo* 
ry of Wallace, toe closely associated with his most cher* 
ished meditations, for him not to recognise it with mel* 
ancholv fdeasuie. He had never seen Grimsby, bat he 
knew him well worthy of his confidence, and ordering 
him (if be really desired to follow Lady Helen) to bring 
two more horses from the stables. As soon as they were 
iMought, he made the joyful signal concerted with Brace : 
as soon as he and his cnarge were out of the castle, he 
was to soond the Scottidi pryae with his bugle. 

The ha]m]r tidings met toe ear of Bruce, who sat anz- 
ioQslv watening the slisep'of 0e Valence, for fear he 
sboaid awake, and leaving the room, intermpt Wallace 
in his enterprise. What then was his tran^rt, when 
the first note of the horn burst upon the silence around 
hio. He npmng on his feet. The impetuosity of the 
action waked Baliol. Bruce made a sign to him to be si- 
lenty and pressinff his hand with energy, he foigot the 
fimner Bauol in the present, and for a moment Mndiac 
his knee, kissed the hand he hdd, and rising— was oat of 
the room in an instant. 

He flew across the outward hall, through the open 
latea >-«od Wallace perceiving him, rode out from nn- 
9er the ahadow of the trees. The bright light of the 
meoB shone on his sparkling crest :*-4hat was snfiieient 
for Brace : and Wallace fallinff back again into the shade 
was joined the next moment tiy his eager friend. Who 
this firiend was, for whom her deliverer told Helen- he 
waited, she did not ask ; for she dreaded while ao near 
danger to breathe a word, bat die guessed, that it must 
he eitfaer Aforray or Edwin. Do valence, impatient to 
shew her how desolate she was left, how dependent she 
was OB faim for love and happiness, had told her that not ' 
«ly.teriUher^raedii4ofliiBWoaBdi,bultkat Im- 
YoL. m, 
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elM^ llie Lordi Bothwell and RuthveB had both (seen leH- 
led in the last battle. Hence one of her two fiitheiieat 
eonainsy she now, with a saddened joy, prepared to see— 
and eveiy filial recollection pressing on ner heart, hei 
tears flowed silently , and in abundance. As Brace approa- 
ched his black mantle so enveloped him that she cookl not 
distingaish his figure. Wallace stretched out his hand to 
him in silence $ he grasped it with the warm but Biiit« 
congratulation of friendship, and throwing himself on hit 
steed while Grimsby mounted another, triumphantly ex* 
claimed, *^ Now for raris !" and without the aid of spurs 
to his eager horse, he gaily led the wa/in full speed. He« 
len recognized none sne knew in his voice, and drawing 
close to the white courser of Wallace, with something 
like disappointment mingling with her happier thoughts 
she kept pace with the fleetness of its steps. 

— 0000 — 

CHAPTER Vn. 

• > 

Avoiding the beaten track of Rouen, Wallace, (to 
whom Grimsby was now a most valuable auxiliary, betiiff 
so well acquainted with every part of the country,) tocSi 
a sequestered path by the banks of the Orne, and entered 
the extensive ibrest of Alenoon just as the moon set.*— 
Havinff ridden far and without cessation, Grimsby pro- 
posed for the lady's sake that they should alight, and al- 
low her to repose awhile under the trees. Helen was 
indeed nearly exhausted ; though the idea that she was 
flying from a man she abhorred, and under the protection 
of the only man she could ever love, seemed to have ab- 
sorbed her being into his, and by inspiring her with a 
strength which surprised eve a herself, hiM for a long 
time kept her insensible to any fati^e. While her 
friends pressed on with a speed which allowed of nm 
more cpnvei'sa^ion than merely occasional inquiries of 
how she bore the journey, the swiftness of the motion, 
and the rapidity of the events which had brought bar 
from tlM most frightful of situations into one ofthedfar- 
eet to her secret and hardly breathed wishes, so bewilder^ 
fd her ftcuUiea that she almost Avred she was only.ea* 
Jofing one of those dreams which since her captitiCf iMi# 
«aMipu»9k«dJi«r iii^tb th» iaagci.i€ WAltaoe ud i^^^ 
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IkatmywaAwifwy'TMmeni tbe feared to awake and find 

■eir atill'the prisoner of De Valence. " I want no 

tJ' reined she to the observation of Grimsby | « I 
Jd take none till we are beyond the possibility or be- 
iBg^ overtaken by my enemy." — '* You are as safe in this 
wood^ Isdy/' returned the soldier, " as )roa can be in any 
pltce betwixt Galliard and Paris: it is many leagues 
WD tiM chateau, and lies in so remote a direction, that 
I am sore, were the Earl to pursue us, he would never 
cfaooee thisjpatb." " And did he even come up with us, 
dear Lady Helen,'' said Wallace, could you fear when 
wUh your father's friend 1" " It is for my father's friend 
I fear," gently answered she, " I can have no dreads for 
inyself, while under such protection." 
'■ A very little more persuaded Helen, and Grimsby 
having spread his cloak on the grass, Wallace lifted her 
from the horse. As soon as she put her foot to the 
ground and attempted to stand, her head ^rew giddy, and 
she must have fallen, but for the supporting arm of her 
watchful friend. He carried her to the couch prepared 
by the good soldier and laid hef on it. Grimsby had 
been more provident than they could have expected, for 
when, afler saddling a second pair of horses, he returned 
into the hall for his cloak, he found the r^tiinants of the 
aeneachal's supper still on the table, and taking an un- 
drawn flask of wine he put it into his vest. This he 
BOW produced, and Wallace made Helen drink some of 
it. The cordial revived her; and leaning against his 
arm, she soon found the repose her weaned frame, in 
spite of the happy agitation of her spirits, demanded and 
induced. For fear of disturbing her, not a word was 
spoken. — Wallace supported her head, and Bruce sat at 
■er feet, while Grimsby remained with the horses as t 
^ind of outpost. 

- Sweet was her sleep ; for the thoughts with which she 
sank into slumber filled her dreams. Still she wus riding 
by the side of Wallace, and listening to his voice cheer- 
ing ber through the lengthening way ! But some wild 
aaimal, in its nightly prowl, starting upon the horses, 
friffbtened them so that they began to snort and plunge j 
ana though the no less terrified alarmer fled far away, it 
wae with difBcnltjr that the voice and management of 
Gifauby could qoiet them. The noise they made snd-' 
ind)tftw«k« HMi,MdlMrM»ttered«M»lyee wt'^ 
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mediately eoUecttng themielves, ifae felt ui iaiUai itth 
liremon that all had indeed been bat a dream, and etatfo 
iBg in affright, she exclaimed — " Where ftm I ? WaK 
lacie, where art thou V^-^^^ Here, my dear Lady Hotes I** 
eried he preaaing her to hia breast with fraternal tender- 
neas ; "I am here ; you are aafb with Your. fKend and 
brother.^' Her heart beat -violently witn a terror whick 
thia aasorance could haxdly aabdue. At last she spoke, 
and in an agitated voice said, *^ Forgive me, if my sensev 
are a little bewildered !— I have smfered so much^-and 
this release seetiks so miraculous, that at moments I hard- 
ly believe it real. I wish daylight were come, that I 
might be convinced.'' When she had utteted these 
words, she suddenly stopped and added, as she felt her* 
self blush all over, — ** But I am very silly to talk thus^ 
t believe my late terrors have disordered my head.** 

"What you feel, Lady, is only natural;'' diserved 
Bruce, <' I experienced the same when I first regained 
my liberty, and found myself on the road to join Sir Wil» 
liam Wallace. Dear, indeed, is liberty; but dearer if 
the friend whose virtues make our recovered freedom 

sure." ** Who speaks to me ?" said Helen, in a low 

voice, to Wallace, and raising her head from that bosom 
on which she felt she did but too much delight to lean. 
'* It is one," answered Wallace in the same tone, ** who 
is not to be publicly known until occasion demands it ; 
one who, I trust in God, will one day seal the happiness 
pt Scotlantl, — Robert Bruce." That name which, when 
in her idea it belonged to Wallace, used to raise such 
emotions in h^r breast, she now heard with an indifference 
that surprised her. But who could be more to Scotland 
than Wallace had been T All that was in the power of 
patriot or of king to do for his country he had done ; and 
what then was Bruce in her estimation 7 One who, bask- 
ing in pleasures while his country suffered, allowed a 
brave subject to breast and to overthrow every danger be- 
lore he would put himself forward ; and now he ap(»ear* 
ed, to assume a throne which, though his right by birth, 
be had most justly forfeited by a neglect of the duties in- 
dispensible in the heir of so great and oppressed a king- 
dom. These would have been her thoughts of him : — 
but Wallace ealled this Bruce his friend : the few words 
m^ch she had heard him speak, were generous and full 
-^Uiide to her deliveief whiefa would have engaged 
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hut ail«in, evtB hid it not been soeonmuM hf a Umm 
of voiM and Biaaner of enression whicb bespoke an av* 
dent, ingenaous. and amiable mind. 

The answer, boweTer, tbat sbe made to tbe reply of 
WaUace waa spontaneous, and struck upon tbe beart of 
Bmee : ''How long/' said sbe, ''bave you promised Scot* 
land tbat it sboold pee that day." 

'* Long to my grief, Lady Helen",'' rejoined Bruce, " I 
would say to my shame, had lever intentionally erred to- 
wards my country ; but ignorance of her state and of 
the deptB of Edward's treachery, was my crime. I only 
required to be shown the right path, to pursue it ; and 
Sir William Wallace^ame to point the way. My soul, 
lady, B not unworthy the destiny to which he calls me." 
Had it been light, she would have seen the flush of con- 
scious virtue that overspread his fine countenance while 
he i^poke ; but the woras were sufficient to impress her 
with that respect for his character he deserved, and which 
her answer showed- — '' My ever-to>be«Iamented father 
taoffht me to consider Bruce as the rightful kins of Scot- 
Imo i and now that I see the day which he so often wish- 
ed to hail, I cannot but regard it as the termination of 
Seotland's woes. Oh ! had it been before, perhaps — " 
Here she paused, for tears stopped her utterance. " You 
think," rejoined Bruce, ''that much Uoodshed might have 
been spared ! But, dear lAdy Helen, poison not the com- 
fort ofyour life by that belief. No man exists who could 
have eobcted so much for Scotland in so short a time, and 
with so little loss, as our Wallace has done. Who, like 
bin, makes ftaercy the companion of war ; and compels 
even his enemies to emulate the clemency he shows ? 
Fewer have been slain on the Scottish side during the 
whole of this struggle with Edward, than were lost by 
Baliol on the fatal day of Dunbar. Then no quarter was 
given s and too many of the wounded were left to perish 
on the field. But with Wallace, life was mnted to all 
who asked >, and tbe wounded enemy as well as tbe friend 
was alike succoured by him. This conduct provoked the 
iealottsjr of the Southron generals not to be surpassed in 

Kierosity : and thus comparatively few have been lost, 
t if in tbat number, some were our noblest chiefii, we 
vanet be resigned to yield to God what. icMs own ; nay, 
ive most be gratcfol daughter of the gallant Mar, tat the 
in miteh they were taken. They ftU r 
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vnoM oftruegloiy, like parents defending their offspring' 
while others, — ^my grandfather and father, perished ivith 
broken hearts, ii^ unavailing lamentations that thev coi^^ 
not share the fate of those who died for Scotland." " Btit 
yon, dear Bruce/' returned Wallace, " will live for her : 
will teach those whose hearts have bled in her cause^ to 
find a balm for every wound in her prosperity.'' 

Helen smiled through her tears at these, words.-^ 
They spoke the heavenly consolation which had descend- 
ed on her mourning spirit. *' If Scotland be to rest under 
the happy reign oi Robert Bruce, then envy cannot again 
assail Sir William Wallace, and my father has not shed 
his blood in. vain. His beatified spitit, with those of my 
uncles Bothwell and Ruthven, will rejoice in such peace ; 
and I shall enjoy it to felicity, in so sacred a participa- 
tion." Wallace surprised at her associating the name 
of Lord Ruthven with those who had fallen, interrupt- 
ed her with the information that when he last quitted 
Scotland, he had left him in perfect health. Helen, hap- 
py at these tidings^ explained that Dc Valence had given 
ner the opposite intelligence, with other dreadful ac- 
counts, in order most probably, by impressing her with 
an ide^ that she was friendless, to precipitate her into 
the determination of becoming his wife. But she did 
not repeat to her brave auditors all the arguments he had 
used to shake her impregnable heart. Impresnable be- 
cause a principle kept guard there, which neither fiatte- 
rv nor ambition could disposifess. He had told her that 
the vei^ day in which she would give him her hand, king 
Edward would send him viceroy into Scotland, where 
she should reign with all the power and magnificence of 
a queen. He was handsome, accomplished, and adored 
her : but Helen could not love him whom she could not 
esteem ; for she knew he was a libertine, base, and cruel. 
That he loved her, affected her not : she could only be 
sensible to an affection placed on worthy foundations ; 
and he who trampled on all virtues in his own actions, 
could not desire them when seen in her ; he therefore 
must love her for the fairness of her form ^* which to-day 
is, and to-morrow is thrown into the grave!" and to 
puce any value on such afiection would be to gnsp the 
vrind. Persoaat flatteries having made no impression oti 
Helen, ambitions' projects were attempted with eqoal ill 
■uccen. Had De valeBce been lotd of the ewt ana wok 
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tern tsmAx^, eoold he have made her the envy and admi- 
ratiMi m a congregated world, all wonld have been ia 
vain : she had seen and known the virtues of Sir William 
Wallace, and fVom that hour, all that was excellent in 
man, all that was desirable on earth, seemed to her to be 
in him summed up. " On the barren heath/' said she to 
herself, " in some desert island, with only thee and thy 
'Virtues, how happv could be Helen Mar ! how great ! — 
For, to share thv heart, thy noble, glorious heart, would 
be a bliss, a seal of honor from heaven, with wbichv no 
terrestrial elevation could compare !" Then would she 
sigh ; then would she thank God for so ennobling her as 
to make her capable of appreciating and loving above all 
earthly things tne matchless virtues of Sir William Wsd- 
lace. " Yes,", thought she, on the very evening of the 
night when he so unexpectedly released her, ** even in 
lovinff thy perfections there is such enjoyment that 1 
would rather be as I am, what others might call the hope- 
less Helen, than the loving and beloved of any other man 
on earth. In thee, I love virtue ; and the imperishable 
sentiment will bless me in the world to come.'' With 
these thoughts she had fallen asleep : she dreamt that 
she called on Wallace to save her, and on opening her 
eyes, she had found him indeed near. 

Every word which this almost adored friend now said 
to comrort her with regard to her own immediate losses, 
to assure her of the peace of Scotland, should heaven 
bless the return of Bruce ; took root in her soul, and 
sprang up into resignation and happiness. She listened 
to the plans of Wallace and Bruce to effect their great 
enterprise : and several hours of the night, during which 
she rested, passed to her not only in repose, but in en- 
joyment. Wallace, though pleased with the sympathetic 
interest she took in even ttie minutest details of their 
design, became fearful of overtasking her weakened 
frame : he whispered Bruce to gradually drop the con- 
versation ) and|%is it died away^ slumber again stole over / 
her eyelids. ^ 

The dawn had spread far over the sky while she yet 
slept. Wallace sat contemplating her, and the now sleep- 
ing Bruce, who had also imperceptibly sunk to rest. Va- 
riooi and anxious were his meditations. He had hardly 
•een seven-aad-twenty years, yet so had he beeii tried in 
the Ticinitttdes of life, that he felt as if he had > 
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enntnty ; aad faitMad of lo^flif on t!i» lo««lv lf»feii; n 
cia OB* whoM ehamn ttaght elaun 4 lof^r's WnhM in %ii 
iM«t0t, he Regarded her with seatiflMnts more liktf puM^ 
nal tradeneM. Tbttt indeed seemed the alfeetioii whkfh 
now Nigned in his bosom. He felt m a fiither fewmkb 
(Scetkiid: for every son and danghter of that harasii ei l 
coantfy, he was ready to lay down his life : Edwiaty iA 
cherished in his heart as he would have done the ^tesreiff 
of his own ofiajMring : it wfs as a parent to whom a bo> 
loved and prodisal son had returned, that he looked On 
Bruce : but Helen, of all Scotland's daughters, she wan 
the most precious in bis eyes j set love aside, and nO ohi- 
ject without the touclt of that alKpervading paasioHy 
could he regard with more endearing tenderness than 
he did Hel^n Mar. The shades of night passed awav 
under the bright uprise of the king of oay, and with 
them her slumbers.' She stirred, she awoke. The lark 
was then soaring with shrill cadence over her head : the 
notes' pierced the ear of Bruce, and he started on his 
feet. " You have allowed me to sleep, Wallace !" " And 
why not V* replied he. '' Here it was safe enough for 
all to have slept. Had there been danger I would have 
called you." " Whence, my good friend." cried Bruce 
^tth a smile, '^ did you draw the ethereal essence that 
animates your fVame 1 You toil for us, watch for us, 
and yet you never seem fatigued, never discomposed !-^ 
How is this ? What.does it mean, Wallace t" " ITiat 
the soul is immortal,'' answered he ; *^ that it has a god- 
like power even while on earth, to subdue the wants of 
this mortal frame. The circumstances in which heaven 
has cast me, have disciplined my body to obey my mind 
in all things ; and therefore, when the motives for exer- 
tion are strong within me, it is lon^, very long, before I 
either feel hunger, thirst, or drowsiness. Indeed, while 
«0 occupied, I nave often thought it possible for the ac- 
tivity of the soul so to wear the boay, as some d&y to 
find it suddenly fall away from about her spiritual sub- 
stance, and leave her unincumbered, without having fe](t 
the touch of death. And vet that Elisha-like chan^^e/' 
continued Wallace, ** would not be till heaven sees thO 
appointed time. — Man does not live by bread alone, nei* 
ther by sleep, nor any species of refreshment. — ^His spi- 
rit who created all things, can give us rest while we 
^-'ietest vigils: his power^an sastain the' waiK* 
en in a barren wilderness." 
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«• Trn^t" voftKed Heles, looking timiaiy i^; '' but hv- 
Kue beav^Bn is so gracious as emoetitam to work mirft' 
in- our favor, surely we are not authorized to neg- 
lect the natural means of obtainii^ the sadie end 1" — 
** Certainly not/' Vetumed Wallace, " it i^ not for man 
to tempt God at any time. Sufficient fi>r ns, is to abide 
% bis all-wise' dispensations. When we are in circiiA- 
ftaoces to allow of (»ur partaking the ustial means of life, 
it ia donAnded of us to use them. But when we are 
faKOUgbt into situations where watching, fasting, and un- 
common -toils are necessary, then it is an essential pait 
of our obedience to perform our duties tothe end, with- 
out any regard to the wants which may impede our way. 
It is in that hour, when the soul of man, resolved to obey, 
looks down on human nature and looks up to God, and' 
be derives from him both the manna and the ever-living 
waters of heaven. By this, the uplifled hands of Moses 
prevailed over Amalek in Rephidim ; by this, did the 
lengthened race of the sun light Joshua to a double vic- 
tory in Gibeon.^'* 

The morning vapors being dispersed from the oppo- 
site plain, and Helen quite refreshed by her long repose, 
Wallace seated her on her horse, and they recommenced 
their journey. The helmets of both chiefs were now 
open. — Grimsby looked at one and the other ; the coub- 
tenance (^ both assured him that he should find a pro- 
tector in either. He drew towards Helen : she noticed 
bis manner, and observing to Wallace that she believed 
the soldier wished to speak with her, she checked her 
borse. At this action Grimsby presumed to ride up, and 
bowingrespectfully to her, said, that before he followed 
ber to raris it would be right for the Count de Valois to 
know whom he had taken into his train } " one, madam, 
who has been degraded by king Edward 3 degraded,'' 
added he,i^ but not debased ; that last dii^race depends 
on myself^ and I should shrink from your protection, 
rather than court it, were I indeed vile." " I have too 
.well proved your integrity, Grimsby," replied Helen, 
** to Qoubt it now ; but what has the Count de Valois to 
do with your being under m^ protection ? It is not to hisa 
we go, but to the French king." "And is not that knight 
with tbe diadem,'' inquired Grimsby with surprise, " the 
Covnt de Valois ? All the servants at Chateau GallMUNl 



tol4 me that be waji." Relcn^stoAlsbcd »t tba», said Dm 
Vol. tli 0^1 



kaigttt BhoiM answer for himselC At that moment Wll-^ 
laee wm lookiiig towards them. She quickened the *Hf>'i 
of her hcHTse, and followed by Grimsby, they came to hi> 
side. 

As soon as Wallace had heard from her what was the 
wish of the soldier, be called him to approach. " Mt 
fnend," said he, ^'yoa have claims opon me which shoalSt; 
OBSttfe Tou my protection, were I even insensible to the- 
honorabie principles you hiTe just declared to Lady He- 
len. But I repeat I am already yonr friend. You havd 
oiUy to speak, and all that is in my power to do to servfli 
yon, fihafl be done." '*Then, sir," returned he, ** as mintf 
ifi rather a melancholy story, and parts of it have already 
drawn many tears from Lady Helen, if yon will honor mei 
with your attention apart from her, I would relate how K 
fell into disgrace with my sovereiffn." 

Wallace fell a little back with Grimsby, and whiljs 
Bruce and Helen rode briskly forward, be, at a slower 
pace, prepared to listen to the recapitulation of B<%nen 
in which he Was only too deeply intefested. Grimsb;|^ 
aeedrdiogly began by narrating the fatal events at Ellers • 
lie which had compelled him to leave the army in Scot^ 
land. He related, that after quitting the pk-ioiy of St. FII- 
lan, he reached Qoienne, and there serveo under the 
Eurl of Lincoln nntil the marriage of Edward with king 
Philip's sister gave the English monarch quiet posses* 
sion of that province. Grimsby then went^with tne rest 
of the troops to join their soverekn in Flanders. There 
he was recognized and brought to ju^ment, by one of 
Heselrigge's captains i one^ who had been a particular 
^vorite with that tyrant from iheir similarity of dispo<» 
sition, and to whom, after his return from Ellerslie, he 
had told the mutiny and desertion ^as he called iti o^ 
Grimsby. But on the representation of the Earl of Link 
coin, his^nishment was mitiffated from death to the 
infliction of a certain number of lashes. This sentence, 
which the honest soldier regarded as .worse than the lose 
pf lilh, was ezecnted. On stripping him at the halhert, 
the diamond clasp was found hanging round his neck. 
This wa9 seized as the proof of n new crime : his genew 
ical now gave him up; and in contempt of all his asseve* 
rations of innocence, so inconsistent were his judges^ 
that while their allowed his treason (for so they sticmsp 
^'"^ His iMofy f fMBtneRt of Meselrigge'e orael^ Ift 
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fKjVJiatf them igainst him ih Uus hit seeoiid elum, ^ 
%b^ w&M not beliere what was ao probt^ble, tliat* ttda 
Tety jewel wad given to him by a friend of Sir William 
Wallace, as a reward for bis bebaTionr on that occasion. 
Thej decided at once that he was a thorouffh ? iUain, and 
oiworthy to lire. He appealed to Eldwaid ; but he a|>- 
^ei^led in rain ; and on the following day he was adjudged 
to he. broken on the wheel for the robbery of this jewel. 
Kyery heart was callous to his sufferings, but that of a 
teor woman, (the wife of his gaoler,) who fancied him 
like a brother of hers that had been killed ten years be- 
fore in Italy : and at the dead of night she opened his 
prison door and set him free. He fled into Normandy } 
and without a home, outlawed, branded as a traitor and 
thief, he was wandering half despente on the shore one 
stormy night, almost tempted by despair to plunge into 
the raging flood, when the cry or distress attracted his at*, 
tention. A jship was stranded. He ran to the neigh- 
bouring fishermen, put off in the first boat himself, and 
trith indefatigable labour, by rowing backwards and for- 
wards, saved the whole crew. This was De Valence in 
hie.way to Guieone. Chateau Qalliard was the neajrest 
residence fit to receive the Earl and his train. Thither 
timy went taking Grimsby along with tbem ; and (rem 
the servants he learnt that the lady whom he saw always 
^vered with a veil, and often very hardly used, was their 
lord's wife, and a lunatic. He remained in the Chateau, 
because he had no where else to go, uid soon found, by 
accidental speeches from the lady's attendants, that she 
was not married to the Earl, and was not only perfectly, 
aaae but often most cruelly treated. Her name he had 
Bever heard breathed till on the last evening, when car- 
rying some wine into the banquetting-room, De Valence 
mentioned it to the other stranger knight. He then re- 
. tised to the hall, full of horror, resolving to essay her 
jreacue himself j but the unexpected sight of the two 
'knights determined him to reveal the case to them. 
** This,'' added Grimsby, <' is my story ; and whoever 
yoa are, noble lord, if you think me not unworthy your 
pfotection, yield it to me, and you shall find me feithful 
«ato death.'^ 

** I owe yo« that and more," replied the ehiaf, <' I am 
^at Wallace on whose aecoiint yon fled yonreo*"' — 
tnd, if yott be willing to share the fortunes of 
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loay U«« md die in cunni/ 1 pledce you that mt ^eit AW" 
tiaj shall be yours." Could Grimsby in his }<yfful 8«ft«- -' 
prise have thrown himself at the feet of Wallace, be 
vould have done it j but taking hold* of the drapeiy of ' 
his scarf he pressed it enthusiastically to his lips ande3t»" 
claimed : " Bravest of the brave, this is beyond my pn^'^ 
ers, to meet vou here, whom I believed the triumpbanlr 
lord of Scotland ! — I fell innocently into disgrace j ah f ' 
how am I now exalted unto honour ! — My country would' 
have deprivQcl me of life ; I am therefore dead to it, and 
live only to gratitude and you !" " Then," replied Wal> 
lace, "as the first proof of the confidence I repose in 
you, know, that the young chief who is riding ibrward 
with Lady Helen, is Robert Bruce, the prince of Scot*' 
land. Our next enterprise is to place him upon the^ 
throne of his ancestors. Meanwhile, till we license you 
to do otherwise, keep our proper names a secret, and dalt 
us by those we may hereafter think fit to assume." 

Grimsby once more reinstated in the station he de- 
served, that of trust and respect, no longer hung his head 
in abject despondency ; but looking erect^ as one bom. 
again from disgrace /he became the active, cheerful, and 
faithful servant of Wallace. 

Helen, during Wallace's conversation, with the soldier, 
listened with delight to the encomiums which Bruce 
passed upon his friend and champion. As his eloquent 
tongue dfescribed the merits of Wallace, and expressed 
an ardent gratitude for his having so gloriously supplied 
his place to Scotland i Helen turned her eyes upon the 
prince : before, she had scarcely remarked that oe was 
more than young and handsome ; but now, while she con- 
templated the noble confidence which breathed in every 
feature, she said to herself, ** this man is worthy to be th^ 
friend of Wallace ! His soul is a mirror that will reflect 
all the brightness of Wallace's : ay, like as with the sun's 
ra^, to light up with fire all on whom it turns." 

Bruce remarked (he unusual animation of her eyes as 
she looked on him. " You feel all I say of Wallace " 
said he. But it was not a charge at which she need blunr. 
It was addressed to that perception of exalted worth 
which regards neither sex nor ase. Helen did net nais* 
apprehend him. — The amiable frankness of his manner 
teemed, to ope^i to him her heart. Wallace she adored 

' ost as t God } Bruce she could love as a brolhw« R. 
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nqpilMi not time nor jmmf, to make Vtrtnow hearts eo^ 
a lMCC : there is a language without spunds, a reoog[nitioft 
independent <tf the visuaforgan, which acknowledges the 
kindred of con^nial souls, almost the moment the^ 
meet. '' The virtuous mind knoweth its brother in the 
dark/'— This was said by a hero whose soul sympathized 
in every noble purpose with that of Wallace ; and He- 
len, impelled by tne same principle, blushing with an 
emotion unfainted with any sensation of shame, replied, 
'' 1 am grateful to heaven which has allowed me to wit- 
ness the ffoodness, to share the esteem of such a man~- 
if a man he may be called/' ''He is one of the few, La- 
dy Helen," replied Bruce, " who is worthy of so august 
a title j and he brightly shows the image in which he was 
made , so bumble, so dignified ! so great, so lowly ! so 
sapereminent in all accomplishments of mind and body ', 
wise, brave, and invincible, and yet forbearing, gentle, 
and unassuming ; formed to be beloved, yet without a 
tooch of vanity ; loving all who approach him, without 
the least alloy of patssion. — Ah ! Lady Helen, he is a mo- 
del after which I will fashion my life j for he has written 
the character of the Son of God in his heart ; and it shiatU 
be my study to transcribe the blessed eopy into mine !*' 
The tear of rapture glittered in his eye and on the smile 
of Helen. To answer Bruce, she found was impossible y 
bat that her smile and look were fully appreciated by 
him, his own told her ; and stretching out his hand to her, 
as she put hers into his, he said, " We are united in his 
heart, my sweet friend !'' At this moment Wallace join- 
ed them. He saw the action and the animation of each 
countenance, and looked at Bruce with a glance of in- 
quiry > but Bruce perceived nothing of a lover's jealousy 
ill the look : it carried the wish of a friend to share what 
had impressed them with such happy traits. 

'' We have been talking of you ;" returned the prince, 
" and if to be beloved is a source of joy, you must be pe- 
culiarly blest. The aifections of I^ady Helen and mywlt 
have met in your breast, and made your heart the altar 
on which we have pledged our fraternal love.'' Wallace 
regaitled each with a look of the most penetrating ten- 
derness. ''It is ' my joy to love you both as a brother ; 
but Lady Helen must consider me as even more than that 
10 her. I am her father's representative ; I am the voice 
^ grateful Scotland, thanking her for the pn^^ — '"" 
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hflr ffum c m wertioM yielded! And t6 you, my pnso^' 
I««iy0ttr friend, yoor rabject, all that is devoted and 
toe.'^ 

Thsa ai^ioyiiig the dear communioji of hearts, the in* 
^erchaitge m mind, and minglintf doul with soul, did 
iheie three Meads journey towaras the gates of Pane* 
£Teigr day seemed an age of blessedncfss to Helen y wf^ 
giat«tilly did she enjoy each passing moment of himpi^ 
aess that seemed to speak of paradise. Nature never p«* 
<^re appeared so beautiAil in her eyes. The sky itfa« 
aere serene, the birds suns with sweeter notes, the lani^ 
acape riione.in brighter charms; the fragrance of tlaa 
fl^vers bathed her senses in softest balm, and the v^rf 
air, as it breatiied around her, seemed fraught with liM- 
and joy. But Wallace animated the scene ! and whiles 
shA inhaled his breath in every respiration, she moved at: 
if on enchanted ground. Ob ! she could have lingeredr 
there for' ever ! and hardly did she know what it was to 
dnw any but sighs of bliss till she saw the towers of F9r-. 
lis embattling the horizon. They reminded her that she • 
was now going to be occasionally divided from him ; that 
when entered within those walls, it would no lon^rer be 
deemed decorous for her to pass days and nights m lis* 
toning to his voice, in losing all of woman's love in the 
beatified affection of an angel. 

This passion of the soul, (if such it maybe ealledj . 
which has its rise in virtue, and its aim the sa^e, would . 
b« most unjustly degraded were it classed with what the / 
herd generally entiUe love. The love which men stig- - 
matize, deride, and yet encourage, is a fancy, an infatui* 
atioB awakened by personal attractions, by — the lover 
knows not what : sometimes by gratified vanity ; some* 
tiaies by idleness ; and often by the most deliasing pro* 
pensities of human nature. With these causes, an idea : 
may mingle that the person beloved is possessed of those ' 
amiable endowments necessary to domestic happinesa ; 
but they are' commonly secondary objects. Men are oi^ 
ten hurried to the most excessive extravagancies of pas- 
mon Aht a woman whom they know has no one attractive 
<iuality but that of beauty, or, perhaps, the art of flatter- 
in^ tMij vanity. And affain we see a man plotting th# 
rum of all that is admirable in woman, and even whueke 
dona it telling the unhappy object that it is the eQbctof hia 
loMi B^ Miala are As^ who say lo 3 and greater fbob - 
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diet ]Hii« lilbction which unites congenial ipinto hete, 
■B^witfa which the Creator will hereafter connect ia 
one bleat fraternity the whole kindred of mankind, hae. 
bvt one caosej the universal fairness of its object ! — ^That 
bfight perfection which speaks* of anchangeablcnesa anA 
immortality ; a something so excellent, that the simpla 
«lsh to partake its essence in the unioaofaiTeetion, to 
fiteilitate and to share its attainment of true and lasting 
heppinesa, invigorates our virtue, and inspires oar sonls^ 
Tme are the aims and jo^s of real love. . It ha» nothing 
selfish : in every desire it soars above this earth ; and 
aaticipates, asthe ultimatum of its joys, the moment when 
it shall meet its partner before the throne oC God. Such 
was the sentiment of Helen towards Walfcce. 80 an* 
l&e what she had seen in other, of the universal passion, 
iHmX she would hardly have acknowledged to herself that 
what she felt was love, had not the anticipation of even a» 
heyr'a aeparation from him whispered the secret to he* 

i 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Wbev they wer^ arrived at a short distance fien 
Paris, Wallace wrote a few lines.to kinfl^ Phihp, infonn' 
iag him who were the companions ofnis journey, audi 
that he ahouM rest in the abbey of St. Dennia ttBtU h* 
ahoald receive his majesty^s greetings to Bruce. Griaw* 
by was the bearer of yiis letter. He soon returned with 
aa escort of honor headed by prince Louis, who was ea* 
to welcome his deliverer. At si^ht of Wallace he 
~ into his arms, and after embracing him Win and 
„ \ with all the unchecked ardor of a youthful rondnessi 
Mjpresfented to him a packet from the king. 

R etpressed the satisfaction of Philip at the near proe* 
peat he had of seeing the man whom he had so long ad* 
■wed, and whose valor had wrought him suchaser* 
vice aa the preservation of his son.--He then sdded, that 
lie kad other matters to thank him for when th^ should 
meet, end siAgects to discuss which would be much eln* 
cidated by the presence of Bruce. ** According to your 
. n ^^jn^jBiunt kA. « the »"i" of aeillitt dHuliie 
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iRftde poMic at ny court : and my own fiuniljr Miift kMK 

wIm tre to be my illttstrious gaestt^ and the qgeen iaav 
nady to bid them welcome, as to protect the Muiy Hele» 
Mar, to whom ^e offer our congratulations on her escapei?^ 
A. superb car, in which sat two ladies bearing rich aB^ 
narel for Helen, drew near the abbey porch where Waj« 
lace stood. As soon as their errand was made known ta 
him, he communicated it to Helen. Her delicacy would 
have wished to lay aside her page's apparel before she 
was presented to the queen, but she had been so happy 
while she wore it } " Days have passed with me in these 
garments," said she to nerself, *' which may never h^»- 

5 en again !" The ladies were conducted to Helen ; they 
elivered a ^acious message from their royal mistressf 
and opened the caskets. Helen sighed : she could onre 
nothing in oi^sition to their embassy, and reluctanuy 
she assented to the change they were to mu.ke in her ap- 

Carance. She stood mute wlule thev disarrayed h^rof 
r bumble guise, and clothed her in the robes of Fnnce. 
While they dressed her, in the audulatory strains of the 
court, thev broke out in ejaculatory encomiums on the 
graces of her person ; but to ajl this she turned an inat- 
tentive ear : her mind was absorbed in what she had en<* 
joyed, in the splendid penance she was to undergo. 

One of ^he women was throwing the page°s clothes 
carelessly into a bag, when Helen perceiving her, said 
^' Take care of that suit, it is more precious to me than 
gold or jewels." '' Indeed ['* answered the attendant, 
more carefully folding it, ** it does not seem of very rich 
silk." " Probaly not," returned Helen, '* but it is valu- 
able to me, and wherever I lodge, 1 will thank you to 
put it into my apartment." — A mirror was now prewnt- 
ed, that she might see herself. She started at the loa4 
of pearls with which they had adorned her, and while a 
tear stood in either eye, she mildly said, " I am a mourn- 
er, these ornaments must not be worn by me. Take them 
on." The ladies obeyed. And with thoughts divided 
between her father and her father's friend, she was con« 
ducted towards the car. . Wallace approached her, and 
Bruce flew forward with his usual haste, to assist her :— » 
but it was no longer the beautiful little page that met bit 
▼lew, the confidential and frank glance of a youthfnl 
brother! — It was a lovely woman, arrayed in all th* 
•kiim of ftmie. appanl, and tromibUag and >l— hjm 
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illlie^fats »ppeak«d bit k w«inao, beftm the '«9rM at 
Cfae IibM wbe loT6d. WitlUoe bowed &• he Uiiiclied facr 
kaady lor there was Bomethingin her air'whidi ^seeaiei 
to eMT, ^ I em not what I was a Jew mimites ago."-«-lt 
W83 ioe aspect of a strange austerity, the decorum of 
rtiik'and situation ;— not m the heart,-*that had never 
^B vbsest from the conduct of Helen : had she been 
hk the wilds of Africa with no other companion than 
Wallace, still would those chaste reserves which lived in 
her soul, been there the guardians of her actions; ibt 
modesty was as much the attribute of her person, o 
mKnanimit^ was the character of her soul. 

Her particularly distant air at this time, was the ef* 
ftet of her reflections while in the abbey. She saw that 
tiie frank intercourse betweea^r and her fliend was to 
be intemipited by the forms of a court, and her manner 
snsensiblv assumed the demeanor she was so soon to 
wear. Bruce looked at her with delighted wohder. He 
had before admired her as beautiful ; he now gased om 
her as transcendentlv so. — He checked himseu* in his 
swift step, he paused to look on her and Wallace, and 
contemplited them with sentiments of such unmingled 
admiration, that this exclamation unconsciously escaped 
him — ** How lovely !" He could not but wish to see two 
6ach perfectly amiable and perfectly beautiful beings 
onifea as closely by the bonds of the world, as he believ- 
ed they were in heart, and he longed for the hour when 
he might endow them with those proofs of his fratemid 
fove which should class them with the first of Scottish 
princes. ** But how,'' thought he, ** can 1 reward thee^ 
Wallace, for what thou hast done for me and mine ? Thy 
services are beyond all price ; thy soul is above even em* 
Dhes. Then how can 1 show thee all that is in my heart 
fbr thee V* While he thus apostrophised his ft-iend, Wal* 
lace and Helen advanced towards him. Bruce held out 
his hand to hiir with a cordial smile, ** Lady Helen, 
we are still to be the- same ! Robes of no kind are ever 
to separate the affections boin in our pilgrimage !" She 
put her hand into his with a glow of delight, " While Sir 
William Wallace allows me to call him brother,'' an« 
iwered she, ** that wilt ever be a sanctnaiy to our fKend- 
ship : but courts are formal places^and I now go to one." 
f 2nd I will soon remove you to anodier," replied he, 
." he hesitated, lM)k«d ftt Wallace, nnd tl^ 
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tessmed, " where every with of my sitter Helen's heart 
•hall be g^ified, or I be no king/' Helen blushed deep- 
ly and hastened towards the car. Wallace placed her 
on the seat/ and prince Louis preceding the carriage, the 
cavalcade moved. 

• As Bruce vaulted into his saddle, he said something to 
his friend declarative of his admiration of the perfectly 
feminine beauty of Helen. ** But her soul is fiiirer !'* re- 
turned Wallace. The prince of Scotland, with a gay but 
tender smile sofllv whispered, *' Fair, doubly fair toyou l" 
Wallace drew a deep eigh x **I never knew but one wo- 
man who resembled her in this respect, an J she did in- 
deed excel ail of created mould. From infancy to man- 
hood I read every thought of her angelic heart ; I be- 
came the purer by the study, and*I loved my model with 
an idolatrous adoration. There was my error, Bruce ! 
But those sympathies, those hours are past. My heart 
will never throb as it has throbbed, never rejoice as it has 
rejoiced, for she who lived but for me, who doubled all 
my joys, is gone ! — And though blest with friendship, 
there are times when I feel that I am solitary !" 
Bruce looked at him with surprise and interest. " Soli- 
tary ! Wallace ! can you ever be solitary, and near Helen 
Mar V* " Perhaps more so then, than at any other time,, 
for her beauties, her excellencies, remind me of what 
were bnce mine, and recal every regret. O ! Bruce ! 
thou canst not comprehend my loss ! To mingle thought 
with thought, and soul with soul for years ; and then, af- 
ter blending our very beings, and feeling as if indeed 
made one, — to be separated — and by a stroke of violence ! 
This was a trial of the spirit which, but for heaven's mer* 
c}^, would have crushed me. I live, but still mv heart 
will mourn ; mourn her I have lost, and mourn that my 
rebellious nature will not be more resigned to the judg- 
ments of its God." 

*' And is love so constant ?" exclaimed Bruqe, " Is it 
to consume your Vouth, Wallace 7 Is it to wed such a 
heart as yours to the tomb ? — Ah ! am I not to hope that 
the throne of my children may be upheld by a race of 
thine?" Wallace shook his head, but with a placid firm- 
ness replied, ''vour throne will be upheld by heaven; 
and if your children follow your example, the same Al- 
mighty arm will be with them ; but should they pervert 
Ihflvnselves, a host of mortal supports would not be safli- 
cieot to stay their downfall." 
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f .hi. diieotine like this, tlie youthfiil prinoe of ScoUaad 
«wgiit « clearer view or the inmoet thoitf hti of his fneai^y 
Ahun he had been able to diacem before ; for war, er 
^roee^a^own interesta having particularly engpaged them 
in all their former conyersations, Wallace had never 
bee» induced to g:lance at the private circonmtancea of 
hia biatorv. While Bruce aighed, in tender pity for the 
captivated heart of Helen, he the more deepij revered, 
jBOre intensely loved, hia suffering and heroic friend. 

A few hours brought the royal escort to the gates of 
the Louvre'; and through a train of nobles, who stood on 
the marbled pavement, Lady Helen, followed by the 
/Scottish chie&, was led into the audience chamber by 
prince Louis. Philip, who, as he had much to say to 
Wallace, intended to see him first alone, on hearing of 
his approach, retired to his closet. The queen and the 
count d'Evreux, received Bruce and Helen, while de 
Valois conductea Wallace to the king. 
r At sight of the armor which he had sent to the pre- 
server of his son, Philip instantly recognized the Sot- 
tish hero, and rising from his seat, hastened towards him, 
and- clasped him m his arms. *^ Wonder not, august 
chief,'' exclaimed he, ** at the weakness exhibited in 
these eyes ! It is the tribute of nature to a virtue which, 
loads even kings with benefits. You have saved my son's 
life, you have preserved from taint the honor of my sis- 
ter I'^Philip then proceeded to inform his auditor, that 
he had heard from a confessor of queen Maigaret's just 
anivei fh>m England, all that had lately happened at 
£dward's court, and of Wallace's letter to clear the in- 
nocence of that injured princess. " She is perfectly re- 
instated in the king's confidence," added Philip, " but I 
.ean never pardon tne infamy with which he would have 
overwhelmed her ; nay, it has already dishonored her ; 
for the blasting enects of slander no time nor .labor can 
erase. I yield to the prayers of my^too gentle sister, not 
to openly resent this wrong, but in secret I will make 
him foel a brother's -indignation. I do not declare war 
against him ; but ask what you will, bravest of men, and 
were it to jdace the crown of Scotland on your head, de- 
mand it of me, and by my concealed ajsency, it shall be 
effected." The reply of Wallace was simple. He claim- 
ed ap merit in the justice he had done the queen of En^ 
had, iMitiier in hit reic«e of prince LouisHMit at a pr»^ 
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^^iagVUllp^M ftiMidBhip, he ghidly embraced lii* W- 
ISwed serrioet with regud to Scotland.— '' Not/' added 
he, ** to send troop into that country againet Cttsland^ 
SeoCluid if ROW ine of its Southron invaderBy ana all { 
Mqnire ia, that yon will use jour royal influence with 
Edward to allow it to remain so. Fledge your faiths, 
most gracious monarch, with my master the- royally de- 
aeended Bniee, who is now in your palace.' He will soon 
assume the crown that is his right ; and with such an ally 
•a Prance to hold the ambition of Edward in check, we 
may certainly hope that the bloody feuds between Scot- 
land and England may at last be laid at rest.'' 

Wallace explained to Philip the diroositioils of the 
Scots, the nature of Bruce's claims, ana the transcen- 
dent virtues of his youthful character. The monarch 
took firejit the speaker's enthusiasm, and giving him his 
hand, exclaimed, " Wallace, I know tiot what manner of 
man you are ! You seem born to dictate to kings, while 
^vrself puts aside, as things of no moment, the crowns 
offered to you. — You are young, and, marvelling, I would 
aay vnthout ambition, did I not know that your deeds 
and your virtues have set you above all earthly titles. 
But to convince me that you do not disdain the gratitude' 
we paV) at leaist jgiccept a name in my country ! and know 
that the armor you wear, the coronet around your hel- 
met, invested yon with the rank of a prince of France, 
and the title of Count of Gascony.'' {h) To have refused 
this mark of the monarch's esteem, would have been an 
act of churlish pride foreign from the character of WaJ- 
fabce. He graciously accepted the offered distinction, and 
bowing his head, allowed* the king to throw the brilliaiit 
collar of Gascony over his neck. 

This act was performed by Philip with all the emd-' 
tions of disinterested esteem. But when he had propos- 
ed it to his brothers as the only way he could devise of 
rewarding Wallace fbr the preservation of his son anfl 
the honor of their sister, he was obliged to uige in sup- 
port of his wish, the desire he had to take the first op- 
portunity of being reveneed on Edward, by the reseizuie 
«tf Guienne. To have Sir William Wallace lord of Ga6- 
eony would then be of the greatest advantage, as no 
doubt could be entertained of his arms soon restoring the 
alster proTtnce to the French^ monarchy. In such a caste 
WSif praaned te beaCew Gdeniie otf hia brother d'Er^ 
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Toitttchbu B«w comit t0 FraaM, ipw mom aUtht 
miaik of Philip; and he cloied ths conference with every 
ezprefflion <^ friendship which man could deliver to man. 
Wallace lost not the opportunity of pleading for the ab> 
dicated king of Scots } and Pnilipy eager^ as well t# 
evince his resentment to Eldward, as to oblige Wallace, 
promised .to send immediate orders to Normandy, that 
De Valence should leave Chateau Galliaid, and Bauel be 
attended with all his former state. 

The king then led his guest into the audience cham- 
ber, where they found her miyesty seated between Brace 
and Helen. At sight of the Scottish chief she rose. 
Philip led him up to her ; and Wallace, bendinff his knee, 
put tjie fair hana she extended, to his lips.—'' Welcome,'' 
said she, '' bravest of knights ! receive a mother's, a si^ 
ter's thanks.^' Tears of gratitude stood in ha eyes. 
She clasped the hand of her son and his together, and 
added^ ** Louis, wherever our count of Gascony advises 
yon to pledge this hand, f^ve iV ** Then it will follow 
mine !'^ cried the king, putting his into that of Brnoe ; 
"You are Wallace's acknowledged sovereign, young 
prince, and you shall ever find brothers in me and my 
son !-— " Sweet lady," added he, turning to Helen,'' thank* 
to your charms for having drawn thia friend ^ all man> 
kind to bless our shwes ! — When you take him heac^ 
(continued he in a lowered tone that none but herself 
OMid) it must be to reward him with beauties which 
might involve another Troy in flames !" Helen binshed 
deeply. Her heart glowcNl amidst its agitated thr^ 
bings ; for durins this loi^, circuitous journey, his ear 
dearing care had almost unccmsciously awakened a hope 
which now, in a still nnall voice, whiqwred an echo to 
the wish of Philip. 

The court only knew Wallace as count of Gaacony; 
and l^itce assumed the name of the young De Longue** 
ville, whom prince Louis had in fact allowed to leave 
him on the road to Paris, and to go to Chartres, there to 
pass a year of mourning within its penitential monastery. 
Only two persons ever came to the Louvre who miffhl 
recognize Bruce to be other than he seemed ; and they 
were John Cummin the elder twin brother of the present 
rsgeat of Scotland, and James Lord Douglas. The for- 
mer remained in France out of dislike lo hie bsother'a 
^rocQtdiagli andM Brace kaav hia in Gaimuie, a*'* 
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befienrsd him ' to be a blont well meiAftiiig j^nxng waif 
'saw no danser in trusting him. The brave von of Wil*' 
liam Dougifis was altogether' of a nobler mettle j and 
both Wallace and his prince rejoiced at the prospect of 
Teceiving him to their friendship. , ■ 
^ Philip opened the afiair to the two lords, and haTing 
declared his designs in favor of Bmce, conducted them 
into the audience room, and pointing to him where he 
stood, said — ** Tl^re is the king of Scotland, whose cattd6 
I mean to support to my last gasp !'' Douglas and Cum- 
min would have bent their knees totheir young monarch, 
^t Bruce hastily caught their hands and prevented the 
action ; *' My friends," sud he, ** regard me as your fel- 
low soldier only, till you see me on the throne of my fa- 
thers. Till then, that is our prince,^' said he, looking on 
Wallace ; " he is my leader, my counsellor, n^ example ! 
And, if you love me, he muat be yours." Douglas and 
Cummin turned towejrds Wallace at these words. - Roy- 
alty did indeed sit on his brow, but with a tempered ma- 
jesty which spoke only in love and honor. From the 
resplendent countenance of Bruce it smiled and threaten- 
ed ; for the blaze of his impassioned nature was not yet 
subdued. The queen looked from the one to the other. 
The divinely composed air of Wallace seemed to her 
like the celestial port of some heaven-descended bein?. 
lent awhile to earth to guide the steps of the prince of 
Scotland. She had read of the deity of wisdom assuming 
the form of Mentor to protect the son of Ulysses ; and 
had it not been for the youth of the Scottish chief, shb' 
would have said, here is the realization of the tale. 
' Helen had eyes for none but WaHace. Nobles, prin- 
ces, kings, were all involved in one uninteresting mass to 
her when he was present. Yet she smiled on Douglas, 
when she heard him express his gratitude to the champi- 
on of Scotland for the services he bad done a country for 
which his own father had died. Cummin, when be paid 
his respects to Wallace, told him that he did it with dou- 
ble ]msure, as he had two unquestionable evidences of 
bis unequalled merit ; the confidence of his father tb» 
Lord Badenoch, and the hatred of his brother the pre- 
sent usurper of that title. 

The king soon after led his guests to the council room, 
whete a secret eouacil was to he held to settle thefbttrnT 
beads betwMft tht tw» kiidtwi s md BWea, VUUng 
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long aft«r tlw departing figure of Wallaoe, with a peaMvft- 
step followed tlie queen to her apartment. 

^-oooo-^ 

CHAPTER IX. 

Thise preliminaries for a laatinc friendship being ar-. 
ranged ana sworn to by Philip, Wallace despatched a 
messenger to Scotland to I.fOrd Ruthven at Hunting-tow- 
er, informing him of all that had haroened to him since 
their separation, and of his present designs with r^ard to 
Scotland. He made particular inquiries respecting the 
state of the public mind, and dfcclared his intentions not 
to introduce Brace amongst the cabals of his chieftains 
until he knew exactly how they were all disposed. Some 
weeks passed away before a reply to this letter arrived. 
During this time the health of Helen, which had been 
much impaired by the sufferings inflicted on her by De 
Valence, gradually recovered; and her beauty became as 
mnch the admiration of the Frencfarnobles as her meek 
dignity was of their respect. A new scene of royalty pre- 
sentedf itself in this gay court to Wallace, for all waspa- 
geant and chivalric gallantry; but it had no other eflwct 
on him than that of exciting those benevolent affections 
which rejoiced in the innocent gaiety of his fellow beings. 
His pensiveness was not that of a cynic. Though hilar- 
ity never awakened his mind to buoyant mirth, yet he 
bved to see it in others, and gently smiled when others 
laughed. 

With a natural superiority, which looked over these' 
court pastimes^ to objects of greater moment, Bruce 
merely endured them ; but it was with an urbanitr con- 
genial with his friend's; and while the princes of France 
were treading the giddy mazes of the dance, or tilting 
at each other in the mimic war of the tournament, the 
prince of Scotland, who excelled in all these exercises, 
left the field of gallantry indisputed ; and moved in this 
•plendid scene an uninterested spectator, talking with 
Wallace or with Helen on events which yet lay m fate^ 
and whose theatre would be the field (tf Scotland. Soac* 
cntfqiaed had the friends now been to share their thonghta 
wah Lady Helen, that they oonsnlted her. in aU tbeis 
plui^aiialttd^99iMderaa them naitedtiU she ^ * 
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. „. tlMM hyhBtmaonX, Her will ww iaipiied 
with the fame jceal for Scotland which animated their 
own breasts : like Bruce's it was ardent ; but like Wal- 
lace's, it was tempered with a moderation which ffave 
her foresight, and freed her opinion from the hazard of 
rashness. What h^ possessea by the suggestion of jgen- 
ins, or had acquired by experience ^ she learned from love. 
U, taught her to be careful for the safety of Wallace : 
•nd wtkile he saw that his life must often be put in peril 
for Scotland, her watchful spirit, with an eagle's ken, 
perceived where his exposure was not likely to produce 
advantage. 

• The winds of this season of the year being violent and 
<rften adverse, Wallace's foessenger did not arrive at his 
4e8tinpd port in Scotland, till the middle of November 5 
and the January of 1S99 nad commenced before his re« 
turninc bark entered the mouth of the Seine. 

WaUaee was alone when Grimsby opening the door, 
anooaneed Sir Edwin Ruthven. In a moment the friends 
were locked in each other's arms. Edwin straining Wal- 
lace to his heart, reproached him in affectionate terms 
for having left him behind 5 but while he spoke, joy shone 
through tne tear« which hung on his eyelios, and with the 
SBules of fraternal love again and again be kissed his 
friend's hand and pressed it to his bosom. Wallace aa- 
awered his glad emotions with similar demonstralions of 
afiectioD ; and when the agitations of their meeting were 
•abdiued, he learned from Edwin that he had left the 
Messenger at some distance on the road, so impatient was 
he again to embrace his friend, and to congratulate hie 
dear cousin on her escape. 

Edwin answered the anxious inquiries of Wallace re* 
specting his country, by informing him that Badenooh 
naviuff arrogated to himself the supreme power in Scot- 
land, had determined to take every advantage of the last 
lictory gained over king Edward ; and in this resolution 
he was supported by the resentments of Lords Athol, Bii* 
ehal^, and Soulis, who were returned full of indignatioB^ 
from the court of Durham. Edward removed to I«ondoB^ 
•nd Badenoch, hearing that he was preparing other ar* 
nies for the subjugation of Scotland, sent ambassadors |o 
the Vatican to sc^it ^he pope's interference. Bonifooe, 
llafttared bf this i^peal, wrote a letter to Edward* c^- 
harting hi»lo xmJM frwn fiithor oH^reaMjig n qj^witry 
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twst mkick he had no lawfU power. Edwaid's ae 
'wm$ ftQ of artifice and fi&laehood ; maintaining lua pr 
aiona to Scotland bj the abandonment of every good 
ciplej and declanng hia determination to conso] 
Great Britun into (*' * ' «^- -t- 

part, one uniyeml 
ed. " Ah ! my dear 
obaenration that the ahnoat total neglect of troth aw 
tice which the generality of aoYcreign Btatea diacoi 
their tranaactione with each other, is an evil as invei 
as it is dishonorable and minoolB ! It is one great- b< 
of the misery of the human race > a misety in whicl 
Uons are involved withont any compensation ; for : 
dom happens that this dishonesty contributes nltin 
even to toe interests of tiie princes who thos base 
crifice their integrity to Their ambition. But pre 
my friend.'' 

The conseauences of this correspondence. Edwit 
wtm a renewal of hostilities against Scotland. Badi 
took Sir Simon Fraser as his collet^e in military 
and a stoat resistance was for some time made o 
borders 5 but Berwick was at last taken by Lord I 
^pd the brave Lord Dundaff killed defending the ci 
Many other places fell ; and battles were fought in ' 
the English were every where victorious : "For/' 
Edwin, " none of your generals would draw a swoi 
der the command of Badenoch ; and alarmed at th< 
sequence^ the bishop of Dunkeld is gone to Rome 1 
treat the pope to order your return'. The Southroi 
advancing into Scotland in every direction. The} 
landed again on the eastern coast ; they have posi 
themselves of all the border counties ; and withou 
heaven-anointed arm to avert the blow, ourcountri 
be irretrieveably lost." 

Edwin had brought letters Irom Ruthven and the 
X^l ai Bothwell; which more particularly narrated 
disastrous events, and enforced every arguiftent U 
suade W^aoe to return. They gave it as their op 
that he should revisit Scotland under an assumed 
Bid he come openly, the jealousy of the Scottish 
wonld be re-«wakened, and perhaps they might p 
finishing stroke to their country, by takins him on 
Msaination or poison. Ruthven and Botnw4BUthe 
•treated tha^t^itwtthia wladon^u w«Um] 
. Vol. DL S 



«« JHE SCOTTISH CHflSm 

lor, fcia country required, he Would hasten to ScotlMid, 
and condesceud to serve her unrecognized, till Bruce 
«hoiild be eatabliBhed on the throne. 
'- While Edwin was conducted to the apartments ofLadjr 
Helen, Wallace took these letters to bis prince. On 
Bruce being informed of the circumBtances in which tm 
country lay^ and of the wisheis of its most virtuous chiefs 
for his accession to the crown, he assented to the pru- 
dence of their advice with regard to Wallace. -''But," 
added he, ** our fortunes must in every respect, as far as 
i can mould them, be the same. While you are to serve 
Scotland under a clbnd, so will I. At the moment Bruce 
is proclaimed king of Scotland, Wallace fl^all be declar- 
■ed itis bravest friend. W« will go together : as brothers, 
if you will !^ continued he, " gs I am already considered 
by the Freiich nobility as Thomas de Longueville, you 
may personate his elder brother the Red Reaver : Scot- 
land does not yet know that he was slain. Were you to 
wear the title you bear here, a quarrel might ensue be- 
tween Philip and Edward, which I perceive the former 
is not willing should occur openly. £dward would deem 
it a breach of their -amity, did be permit a French prince 
to appear in arms against him in Scotland. But the Rto- 
ver oeing considered in England as an outlaw, no sur- 
prise can be excited that he and his brotAier should fight 
against Philip's ally. We will then assume their char- 
acters ; and 1 shall have the satisfaction of serving fer 
Scotland before I claim her as my own. When we again 
^rive £Idward over the borders, on that day we will trnnw 
xaff our visors, and Sir William Wallace ^^1 place thJe 
crown on my head.^' 

Wallace could not hut approve the dignity of mind 
which these sentiments displayed. In the same situatum 
they would have been his own j and he sought, not from 
«ny motive of policy, to dissuade Bruce from a delicacy 
of conduct which drew him closer to his heart. Sympfi- 
thy of tastes is a pleasing attraction^ but congeniality of 
principles, is the cement of souls. This Wanace felt in 
his newborn friendship with Bruce ; and though his re- 
gard for him had none of that fostering tenderness with 
which he loved to contemplate the blooming virtues of 
the youdtfut Edvicin, yet it breathed -<dyery endeanneiit 
vising from a perfect equality in heart and mind. Itvv^a 
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the foUOiaeiit of^lei^ flieffSoMfiW iiiiva>£y thanked 
heaven for blening him to abundantly. He had leund a 
«Hi in Edwin $ a urother, and a tender sister, in the n6« 
hie Bruce and lovely Helen. 

Bnioe received Edwin with a welcome which convinc* 
ed the before anxious youth^that be met with a friend , 
rather than a riVal, in the heait of Wallace. And every 
preliminary being settled by the three Abends, respect- 
ing their immediate return to Scotland, they repaired to 
Philip; to inform him of Lord Ruthvea's despatches and 
their consequent resolvtions. 

The kin| liked aU they said, exeeptiiM^ their request 
4o be permitted to take aa early leave of his court. He 
urged them to remain a few days, to wait, the return of 
m second ambassador he had sent to England. Immedi- 
ately on Wallace's arrival, Phi4ip had despatched a re- 
quest to the English kin^, that he would grant the Scots 
Ihe peace which was their right. Not receiving any an- 
swer, he had seat another messenger with a more threa- 
■tening message. The .persevered hostilities of Edward 
against Scot&nd, explained the delay. But the king yet 
hoped for a favourable reply, and made such entreaties to 
^iice and his friend to remain in Paris till it should ar-^ 
rive, that they at last granted a reluctant consent. 

At the end of a week the ambassador returned With a 
conciliatory letter to Philip ; but affirming Edward's right 
to Scotland, and his determination to have the whole 
realm again under lus sceptre before the^ermination of 
the month. 

Wrilace and his royal friend now saw no reason for 
lingering in France. And having visited Die Longueville 
at Chartres thev apprised him of their intention still fur- 
'ther to borrow his name. '* We wiii not disgrace it,'' 
«ried Bruce, ^ I promise to return it to you, a theme for 
.yoar countcy's minstrels V* When the friends rose to de- 
part^he brave and youthful penitent frrasped their hands 
— ^' Yott go, brave Scots, to cover with glory in the field 
c€ honour, a name which my uafiappy brother Guy, dyed 
de^ in his country's blood I The tears I weep before 
4ius cross for his and mf transgression, have obtained 
me mercy : and your deugn is an earnest to me from 
who hirng on the tree, that my brother also is for* 
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leayeof tiie FmnAh king. ^ Thm MnL kiMfid Helen l^ 
feetioMiCaly^ mnd whMpered, wJluU 9he tied a. jeweU«d 
colUur roand her aecky Uu^ when the leturned. she htm- 
ed to idd to it the coronet of Gaaoony. Helenas only V" 
flj WM a gentle tigb, and'her eye tamed imcoBaciously 
«n WaUace. He was clad in a f^ain suit of Uack aroiar 
with the red plume in his hehnet, the eongnof the Rea- 
ver, whom name he had assumed^ AU of liis former ha- 
bit that he now wore about him, waa the tword which 
be had taken from £dward. Prince I^uis, at the nib- 
ment Helen lociied towards WaUace, was placing a croii- 
hilted dapper in bis girdle. ** My deliverer/' said he, 
" wear this for the sile of the descendant of St. I^cm- 
is. It accompanied that holy king through aU his wara 
in Palestine. It twice saved him firom the assassin's 
steel } and I pray heaven it may prove as faithful a guard 

tOjVOtt I" 

Soon after this, Douglas and Cummin entered to pav 
their paitinff respects to the kins ; and that over. Wal- 
lace taking Helen by. the hand, led her forth, followed 
by Bnice and his friends, to her horse. At Dieppe they 
embarked for the Frith of Tay 3 and a favourable gale 
driving them through the straits of Calais, they launched 
out in the wide ocean. 



CHAPTER X. 

Thb eighth morning from the day in which the Red 
Reaver's snip was relaunched from tne harbor of Dieppe, 
WaUace, its present commander, and now the represen- 
tative of that once formidable pirate, entered^ between 
the castled shores of the Frith of Tay, and cast anchor 
under the towers of Dundee. As he bore the white flag 
of peace, no opposition was made to his landing } and the 
eight of Sir Edwin Ruthven, who was the first to leap on 
the beach, satisfied the inhabiunts that aU who came with 
.him must be firiends to Scotland. "^ 

When Bruce first set foot upon the land, he turned to 
Wallace, and said with exultation, though in a low voice, 
" Scotlaiid now receives her king 1 This earth' shall cov* 
er me, or support my throne !'' ** It shall support yoor 
'"^^ne, aad Uesi k %99," itplM Wattaioe^ '' yo» at* 
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40m}li^Alktt pwvter of jofliee, vad that is Um Mw«r of 
Vbod. t know Him » whom I bid jpoa coaMo, for H» 
liu IieoB my ahiekt asd swoid^ asd nerer y«t kayo I tucm* 
4Ki ray ba^kupta my enemiea. Trust my dear prinoe, 
where I have trusted ; and while Tirtue is your incense, 
you need sot donbt the issae of yonr pmyen.'' Had 
' Widkoe seen the face of Bruce at that moment^ but the 
liaor concea&ed it, he would ha?e beheld an answer in his 
Idoquent eyes Wlu«h required not words to explain. He 
giamed the hand of Wulaoe with fervor, and briefly re* 
pliea — ** your God shall be my God, your worriiip my 
worship^ and I trust hcA?en ibr all the rest.'' 
The chiefs did not stay longer at Dundee than was ra* 

^uisite to furnish them with hemes to convey them to 
'erth, where Ruthven still bore sway. When they ar- 
rived, he was at Hunting-tower, and. thither the^ went. 
The meeting was fil-aught with. many mingled roelint^. 
Helen had not seen her uncle since the death of her fa* 
tiier : and as^soon as the first gratulations were over, she 
retired to an apartment to weep alone. ' 

Lord Ruthven, on Cummin beio^ presented to him', 
told him that be must now salute him as Earl of Bade* 
;i^och, for that his brot^r, the late regent, had been kill* 
ed a few days before in a battle on the skirts of Ettrick 
forest. He then turned to welcome Bmoe, who, raising 
his visor, received from Ruthven the hinnage due to his 
sovereign dignity. Wallace and the prince soon engaged 
him in a discourse immedi^lieiy' connected with the de* 
^agn of their return, and learned that Scotland did indeed 
squire the royid arm and the counsel of its best and 
lately almost banished friend. The whole of the eastern 
part of the country was in the possession of Edward^s 

Snerals. They had seized on every castle in the Low- 
ids i and after a dauntless defence, in which the vote* 
Van knight i^ Thirlestane behaved with a steady valor 
miraculons in so old a man, he fell, and with himself his 
only son and his castle. The sage of Ercildoun, having 
protected Lady Isabella Mar at Learmont during the siego 
of Thirlestane, on hearing its fate conveyed her nortia* 
ward i but foiling sick at Roslyn, he stopped there ; and 
^e messenger he despatched to Hunting*tower with the 
calamitous uifings remcting Tweedale^ also here infor* 
niation that several advanced parties of Southrons were 
Jl9T^nnf.Q|i.t]ie heigl^ts. ne«r Roslyn, and tiiatan im« 
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mease amy was mroacfaloif.— Kicildeim aMetf, Hat 
he ukKienUMd Sir Simon Freser was faastenhig fbrwtttf 
wHb a small libdy w ctft offthesesquadroDif bat that 
from the coAtentfoAs between Athol and Soalis fbt the 
vacant resfency, he had ntf hopes were his forces eves 
equal to- those of England/ that be conM succeed.- 
■ At this communication, Cummin blunthr proposed 
himself as the terminater of this dispute. ** ir tne regen- 
cy were allowed to my brother as nead i:f the house of 
Uummin, thst dimity now rests with me ; and ^to the 
word nfy soteret^n/' said he addressing Bruce, " and 
none there will dare to oppose my rights.'' — Ruthves 
appreved this proposal < and Wallace deeming it not on- 
ly the best way of silencing the pretensions of those ^d 
disturbers of tne public tranquility, but a happy circnm^ 
stance in putting the chief magistracy into the hands of a 
confident of their design, seconded the advice of Rutb- 
▼en ; and John Cummin, Lord Badenoch, was immedi- 
ately InTosted with the regency, and despatched to the 
army to assume it as if in right of hie being next heir te 
the throne in defkult of Brace. 

Wallace sent Lord Doughiff into Clydesdale to infoml 
Lord Bothwell of his arri'val, and to desire his attendance 
with the Lanerk division and his own troops, on the banks 
of the Eske. Ruthven ascended the Grampians to call 
out the numerous clans of Perthshire : and Wallace and 
his prince prepared themselves for meeting these auxil- 
iaries before tne tower of ftcslyn. Meanwhile, as Hunt" 
ing-towef would be an insecure asylum for Helen, when 
it should be left to domestics alone, Wallace pft>posed 
to Edwin that he should escort his cousin to Braemar 
and plape her under the care of his mother and the wi« 
dowed Cotmtess. "JThither,*^ continued he, " we will 
send Lady Isabella also should heaven bless our arms at 
Roslyn.'' Edwin acquiesced , as he was to return with all 
speea to join his friend on the southern banks of the 
Forth ; and Helen, aware that fields of blood were no 
scenes for her, while her heart was rung to sgony at the 
thought of relinqttishinff Wallace to dan^rs which 
every moment threatened to deprive her of him for ever, 
yielded a reluctant assent — not merely t6 go, but to take 
that look of him which might be the fast. 

l*he sight of her uncle and the objects around, had se 
recalled the days of her iniancy, when ift thk caitle A0 



enjoyed tfae ibnd careneft of bet fatlier. tbat ever eiiice 
she vrned, a sadnem ^lad hung, over her apirits which 
ofttB diasoked her into tears. She was now to bidadieu 
to Wallace. She remembered that a few^montha ago she 
had seen her father go out to battle whence he never re- 
turoed^-oShould the same doom await her with re^rd to 
Wallace l<— This idea shook her- whole frame with an 
asitation that sunk her, in spite of herself, on the bosom 
of Wallace as Edwin approached to lead her to her horse. 
Her emotions penetrated the heart against which she 
leaned. *^ My gentle sister/' said Wallace, *^ do not de- 
spair of our final success ; of the safety of all whom you 
regaxdJ" ** Ah ! Wallace/' faultered she in a voice ren- 
dwed hardly audible by tears, ** but did I not lose my fa- 
ther 1" — " Sweet Helen/' returned he, tenderly retaining 
her trembling form which ebe now attempted, bat feebly 
from her emotion, fo extricate from' his arms^ ''you lost 
him, but he miined by the exchange. And should the 
peace of Scotland be purchased by the lives of some who 
contend for her emancipation, should they even be your 
friends, if Bruce survives, you must still think your pray- 
ers blest. Were I to fall, my sister, » this cause, my 
sorrows would be over ; and from the region of univer- 
sal blessedness I should enjoy the sight of Scotland's 
happiness with unmixed felicity." 

*' Were we all to enter those regions at one time/' 
faintly replied Helen, " there would be comfort in such 

thoughts ; but as it is " Here she paused, her tears 

stepi^ her utterance. ''A few years is a short separa- 
tion/' returned Wallace, ''when we are to behereafler 
united to all eternity. This is my consolation when I 
think of Marion, — when memory dwelk with the friends 
lost in these dreadful conflicts ; and, whatever be the fate 
of those who nuw survive, call to remembrance my words, 
dear Helen, and the God,, who was my instructor, will <4 
send yon comfort." s« 

'** Then farewell, my friend, mv bro^ther !" cried she, i 
forcibly tearins herself away, and throwing herself into ^ 
the arms of Edwin. " Leave me now, and the angel of 
the jugt will bring vou in glory here or hereafter to your 
sister Helen." Wallace fervently kissed the hand she 
extended to him, and with an emotion which he had 
thpBffht he should, never leel agaia for mortal woman, he 
left Uie apartment. 
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CHAPTER XL .,, 

I 

Tb b da.y after, the departure of Helen, Wallace, to ii^ 
da]g9 the impatience of his royal companion, set fbiu 
to meet the returning steps of Kuthven with his gathers 
4id legions. Having passed along the romantic boideiii 
of Invermay.. the fnends descended to the more precip^ 
tons banks of the Earn at the foot of the Grampians, 
and wound amon^t the depths of those green labyrinths^ 
till Bruce, who nad never been in such mountaino^v 
wilds before, exclaimed, that they must have wandered 
far froin any human track. '' The way is as familiar tm 
me/' returned Wallace, who had often trodden it, ^* 9^ 
the garden at Hunting-tower." 

The day, which had been cloudy, suddenly turned to 
if^nnd and rain ; and certainly spread an air of desolation 
over the scene, very cl(reary to an eve which from infancy 
had been accustomed to the fertile plains of the evec- 
cheerful south; The whole of the road was rough, dan- 
gerous, and dreadful. The steep and black rocks towe.!*- 
mg above their heads, seemed to threaten the precipita^ 
tion pf some of their impending masses into the path 
below. But Wallace haa told Bruce they were in the 
right track ; and he gailv breasted both the storm and 
the perils of the road, l^hey ascended a mountain who^p 
enormous piles of granite, torn by many a winter tenat 
pest, projected their barren summits from a surface of 
moor-laiMi on which lay a deep incrustation of snow.<4* 
The blast now blew so strong, and the rain and sleet 
beat so hard, that Bruce, laughinp[, declareidi he believeit 
the witches in his country were in league with £dwax4) 
a]id,hidin their shrouds of mist, were all assembled here 
to drive their lawful prince into the roaiing cataracts be- 
neath. 

Thus, with torrents of water pouring down the sides 
of their armor, did the friends, enveloped in a sea of 
vapors, descend «he western brow of this part of tbe 
Grampians until they came to the margin of Loch-eani. 
.They nad hardly arrived there before the rain ceased, 
the clouds rollea away from the sides of the mountains, 
and discovered the vast and precipitous Benvorlich. Ifs 
base was covered with huge stones scattered in fragroenU 
like the wreck of some rocky worid, and ^read alwofta 
in wide and hoirriddesolatioB. . The laoiiataLin itself, il)p 



iiigheflt in this chain of the •GraiJapians, vu in'Avdry mft 
narked by deep and black ravines made by the rusbiAff 
waters in tiie time of fioods ; but where its blue bfoa 
taingled with the clouds, a stream of brightness issued 
that seemed to promise the dispersion of its Tapors, and 
tbonsequently a more secure path ibr Wallace to lead hui 
IKend over its perifious heights. 

' This appearance did not deceire.^^The who|e ifiantle 
ofclouds with which the tops of all the mountains had 
%een obscured , rolled away towards the west, and discOi> 
^red to the eye of Wallace that this liae^qf light Which 
\st had discerned through the mist, was the h«M of Ruth- 
¥tn descending Benvorlich in defiles. Froih the nature 
of the path^ they were obliged to move in "si winding -dit- 
Tectioh f and as the sun now shone full upon their arms, 
and their lengthened lines gradually extended fiKun the 
ftummit of the mountain to its base, no sight could con* 
"tein more of the sublime ; none of truer ^rand«>r, to the 
eiiraptured mind of Bruce. He fotgot his bonor of the 
wastes he had passed over, in the ioy of bj^olding so 
iM>ble an army of his countrymen thw) a^f^oaching to 
place him upon the throne of his ancestors. *^ Wallace,'* 
.<iried he^ '' these brav« hearts deserve a more cheerful 
%ome ! My sceptre must turn <this Scotia deserta into 
Beotiafelix, and so I shall reward the service they this 
-dily bring me." "They are happy in these wilds," re- 
tttriied Wallace : — " their >flocks browse on the hills, 
their herds in the vaHeys. The soil yields sufficient in- 
crease to si^port its sons; and their greatest luxuries 
-are a minstrers «ong and the lip of their brides. Their 
ambition is satisfied with following their chief to the 
field : and their honor lies in serving their God, and 
laantaining the freedom of their country. Beware then, 
my dear prince, of changing the simple habits of those 
-virtuous mountaineers, fntroduce the luxurious cultiva- 
tion of France into these tracts, you wiU in&et them with 
artificial wants : and with every want you put a link to a 
chain which will fasten them in bondage whenever a ty- 
nmt chooses to grasp it. Leave them then their rocks as 
you find them, and you wlU ever have a hardy race ready 
to perish in their defence, or to meet death for the royal 
g«ardi&n of their liberties.'' 

Lord Ruthven no sooner reached the banks of Locb- 
'^Mni< tteft he cttM^lte pniic^ and Walb«e.-«<Hc >iBMl 



timm ; sud nsnhaiiiBg Ikk men in ft ivide tiMt «f Iii4 
« the hetd of that Tast bocty of wat«r, he placed hii»B^ 
with the two sopposed de LongaevithM, m4be Yan, aitf 
marched through the valleys of Strathmore aad Strmalr. 
laa, into dtirlingshire. The £ari of File had the aovera^ 
■WBt of the castle and town of Stirling ) and as lie wa«r 
a mfLn much in the interest of the late Lord Baden<M:h 
the violent enemy of Wallace, Bmce nenitived R«th« . 
Ken's proposal to send in a messenger for tne Earl's divi« 
•loB of troops : " No, my lord/' said he, " like my friend 
Wallace I will have no lukewarm hearts near, me 3 all 
must be earnest in my cause, or be entirely ont of the 
contest<-»I am content with the brave men 1 see aroaad 



After rapid marches and short haltings they arrived 
safe and without any impediment at Linlithgow, wheft 
Wallace proposed staying a night to refresh the trooMy 
which were now joined by Sir Aleiander Ramsay at tW 
head of a thousand of his clan . While the men took rest, 
their chiefs waked to think for them. And Wallace, with 
Bruce and Rnthven and the brave Ramsay, (to whom 
Wallace had revealed himself, bat still kept Bruce uA" 
known) were in deep consultation respecting the conse* 
quences of havinff put so efficient a power as that of 
fCttent into the nands of any of the race of CumaoB, 
when Grimsby entered to inform his master that a yomi^ 
kniffht desired to speak with Sir Guy de Longneville. 
•' What is his name V' demanded Wallace. " He lelbs^ 
to tell it," replied Grimsby. " He is splendidly armed ; 
hut as he wears his beaver shttt, it is impossible for me 
to sa^ any thing of his codntenance/' Wallace looked 
round with a glance that inquired whether the strangi^ 
should be admitted* ** Certainly/' said Bruce, " but fint 
put on youry mask." Wallace closed his visor > and the 
moment after, Grimsby re-entered with a knight of a 
very ihajestic mien, and habited in a soit of greep. ar- 
mour studded with gold. He wofe a helmet from W^ch 
streamed a long feather of the same hue. WallatSe roae 
at his entrance : the stranger advanced to him. ** Ywi ffe 
he whom I seek«— I am a Soot, and a man of few wonis. 
Aiscept my services ; allow me to attend you in this mr, 
never to be separated from your sideyudl willetfsre 
yonfaithibllv.'' Wallace feptie(d/< and who is this Ivave 
'taklfalto «lHBi j^ir Oiiir de Uifw y in i witt^w»» 



g^y ** wta^ not be j«Te«ied tili he who now wean that 
of tim Reaver whom he elew; proclaims his own in the 
de^^of Ytctory.— I ki^ow you, Sir^ bat your secret is ia« 
Hob with me as in your own breast. Allow we to £|ghl 
hf yoar side, and I am yours forever ." 

Wailace was surprieed, but not confounded, by thie 
speech. " I have only one question to adc yoa, noble 
■tnyeger/' lepUed he, /' before I confide any part of :% 
eenee' dearer to me than my own Itfe^ in your mt^frity ; 
teU me whether the information you have gained with 
vei^pect to myself, was revealed to you by any follower 
of my own f Or how did you become master m a secret 
which I believ4^ out of the power of even treachery to 
bctrsy 1" '* To one of your questions I will answer^ — 
iio mlower of youn has h^rayed your secret to me.— 
I«ame by my iju<Nrmation in the most honorable manner ^ 
livt.the means I shall never reveal till I see the proper 
line to declare my name; and that may perhaps be in 
thm same moment in which the assumed brother of that 
yvma^ Frenchman /' added the stranger, turnins to Bruce, 
,' again appears publicly in Scotland as Sir Wifliam Wal- 

08." 

** I am satisfied,'' replied he 3 well pleased that, who* 

r this kttight might be, Bruce vet remained undiscov> 

vrnd i **l grant vour request. — This brave youth, whose 

name I sharo, forgives me the success of my sword j I 

■lew the Ked Beaver, and therefore make myself a bro- . 

fher to Thomas de itooguevilie. He fights on niy right 

hand.— Yen shall be stationed at my left.'' '^At the 

aide next y<Hir heart, noble chief" exclaimed the stran* 

'fir, *' let Ihat ever be my post, there to guard the bul- 

'werk of Seotiund, the lifo of the bravest <» men." 

' This enthusiasm did not surprise any present j for it 

i»«s the usual kioguage of all who approached Sur Wil- 

iiui' Wallaee. And Bruce, particularly plea^ with 

the heartfblt energy with which it was uttered, forgot his 

df^piiae in the amiaUeforvour of approbation, and half- 

nm to welecHDe him to his cause \ but a looli from Wal- 

kce, (who, on being known, had uncovered his face) 

aiiestod the motion, and he sat down %gain^ thankful for 

«• timely a ^eek on his precipitancy*. 

In etOMing Uie Pentland hijls neK)t4ay into Qfidlothi* 

-tiirilNif ivttft mk^ Sdvuu wii^.M finw>^ km ^ 



i4ii iM ssicoTnsifi[^^%aRflEiiE£ :' 

npHb bVthe FHth of Forth/aQd having lietfd bo tUfitep 
of the Scottish army in the neiehbcnirhood of EdinbargB|'- 
hid proceeded on the road he knew it must take. WaJ*^ 
\dtoe intrdduced him to the knight of the green plume : 
fat that was the appellation by which the atranger desir- ■ 
ed to be known : — And E^win answered the mingled* • 
inquiries of his father and WaHace after how Helen 
bore her journey to Mar : — " Treity well there,'' replied' 
faC; " but much better back again/'-^-He then explain- 
ed, that on his arrival with Helen at Braemur, neither 
Lady Mar nor his mother would consent to remain so • 
far from the spot where Wallace was asain to contend ■ 
for the safety of their country. Helen did not sar may 
thing in opposition to their wishes : and at last Edwin 
yielded to the tears of his mother, antious~ for her has* 
band : and to the 6njtreaties of Lady Mar, to bring them 
where they mieht at least not long endure the misery 
of suspense. Having once consented, without an heurY 
delay ne set forth with the ladies to retrace his steps to 
Hunting-tower ; and there he lefl them under a guard 
of three hundred men whom he had brought from Mar 
for that purpose. 

Wallace much regretted the additional fatigue which 
the tender frame of Lady Helen had thus been compelled 
to undergo ; but as Edwin had provided for the seeusky 
of HuDtrng>>tower, both he and Ruthven were' reconetw 
efd to theh- being so much the nearer news of (whatt they - 
trusted would be) thfe* happy issue of their arms. Bruee, 
whose real name had not been revealed to the other la* 
dies of Ruthven's family, in a lowered voice asked Ed« ~ 
win some questions relative tdthe spirits in which He- 
len had parted with hifti^ " In losing her/' added' be, 
*' my friend and I feel but as part of what we were.i— Her 
presence seemed to ankeUorate the fierceness of our war, 
councils.; and ever reminded me of the tfuatdian an^l 
by whom heaven points our way.'' '' I toft her with 
looks like the angel you speak of," answered Edwin ; 
'^ she (ade me farewell upon the platform of the eastern 
tower of the castle. When I gave her the parting em** 
brace, she raised herself from ray teeast, ana stretching' 
her arms to heaven, while her pure soul shmie in her eye* 
she exclaimed, " Bless him^ gracious God ;' blees him and 
his noble commander ; may they ever, with the fviaco th^ 
hm', be- thii» «ipeeUlf otee f ' 1 kjiftH hj«lMM> «»yid«if 



iHiMAt M tk» Httered these wenb, asd taoolting tlie^faeu 
offMr ganaeiits as soaie holy thioff, hurried from the spot. 
when mounted on my horse, and tornuiff down by St. 
Coiical's welly I k>oked back, and there uie still stood t 
She waved her scarf towards me, till entering the wood 
I l^et her from ray view J' " Her prayers/' said Wallace^ 
** will fi^hf for Scotland. — Such arms are well befitting 
the Tiipns of Scotland to use against its foes ; and with« 
out 8ueh unction the warfior may draw his steel in v^n/' 

-The stranger Knight, the moment after his introduc-> 
tiMi to Edwin, had engaged himself in conversation with 
Khmsay. But Lord Rutbveo, turning from the minuter 
inquiries of his friends respecting the fair inhabitants of 
Hantin^'toiwer, interrupted the discourse between the 
two kni^hts,-by asking Ramsay some questions relative 
to the military positions on the banks of either Eskev 
Sir Alexander facing the grandson of the/lorOl of Roslyn, 
and having passed his youth in its neighbdufhood, was 
well <}Ualified tO' answer these questions ;• and Wallace 
difawing towards the discdssion, Bruce and Edwin fol- 
lowed his ejoiinple j and in such discourse they marched 
along till, piassing before the lofly ridge of the Corstor- 
phine hills, they were met by several croups of peasant- 
ry, flying as if from an enemy. At sight of the Scottish 
ranners thev stopped, and informed their armed country- 
men, that the new regent John of Badenoch had, iti op^ 
position to t^e advice of Sir Simon Fifaser, attacked the 
Southron army on its vantage ground nest Borthwick 
castle, and was consequently beaten. His shattered 
troops had fallen back towtois Edinburgh, hoping to 
crass the Forth and elude their pursuers. The country 
people, dismayed, fled on all sides ; and these peasants, 
who came from Hawthorndean, magnified 1!^ their re- 
port the number of the enemy to an incredible amount. 

Wallace knew how much to believe ; but determining, 
whether great or smalT the power of his adversary, to in- 
tercept him at ftoslyn, he sent to Ctmunin and to Eraser 
to lendeirtous ori the Imnks of the Eske. The brave 
troops which he led, ignorant of their real commander, 
obeyed his directions While they thought that Lord Ruth- 
ven was their leader. As they passed along, every village 
and solitary eot seemed recently deserted ; and through 
an awful solitude they took their rapid way till the tow- 
«• of Roslyn castle hailed them as abeacon fiom amidsl 
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lUmai^, fiomtfaig to the dmbaitM xock, '' itMdb Ui«>iai* 
Oress of my forefajthera * It shall this day he mute fiM 
tnotts for the aciioDs perform^ before its walls I" 
^ . Wallace, whose knowledge of this part of ihe^om^ 
was not quite so familiar as that 4>f Raaisay's. ha4 leiMii^ 
iSd sufficient from him to decide at once wnich would.^ 
the most favourable poisitioa for a small and cesolnt%>ai«| 
to assume' Sjg^inst a large and con<iuering army > and 9«^ 
cordingly duposing his troops; which did not. amoj^nl'tO 
more than eight thousand ; lie despatched about a, tho^ 
sand of them under the command of Rajnsay to oocupjf 
the numerous cayes in the southern banks of the fi*swe| 
whence he was to issue in various divisions and -^f^h 
ehouts, OB the first appearance of any confusion in tbii 
anemy''s ranks. (A) 

. Rutbven,;, meanwhile^ went for a few minutes into t)«| 
castle to embrace his niece, an4 to assure the venerabhi 
•Lord of Roslyn, then almost a prisoner within his wallf^ 
of the determination of the commanders who were hi« 
coadjutors^ either to drive the Southrons asain fiey<^ 
the borders, or themselves to perish beneath the watep9 
4^ the Eske^ 

Edwin, who with Grimsby had volunteered the dan* 
^rerous service of reconnoitering the enemy, ^turned in 
an hour, bringing in a stra^^ler from the English cao^iti 
When they seizS him, Ei^in promised him bis life on 
condition tnat he should teH them the strength of the «d«> 
vancing army. The terrified wretch did not hesitate f 
and from him they learned that it was commanded b« 
Sir John Segrave, and Kalph Confrey, a man whom £cn 
ward had intended should succeed the detestable Ciesr 
singham as treasurer of Scotland $ and that deeming tkm 
country entirely subdued by the issue of the two lastbatr. 
ties against the black and red Cummins, {I) the JlngHsk 
commanders were laying schemes for a general j^oiir' 
dering: and to sweep the land at once, Segrave had di^ 
vided nis army into three divisions, which, on their ar/ 
rival at some certain spot, were to separate, and scatter 
themselves over the country to gather in the ^oil. 7^- 
be assured of this information oeing the tru^h, wl^kr 
Grimsby remained to guard the prisoner, Edwin weife 
alone into the path he was told the Southrons were tii^ 
.proKhiagi aiul fra^ a hfi^ht h» diiQ0T^i4 f^^fi^ ^9^ 
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tt > >^ i M rt gf them windiaf aloiig the TtMy, WUli tluf 
ooMiinBttioii tiT^tfie Bian'e mccoant, he brought him tq 
4Ke fleoltuh linet ) and Wftllace» who well knew how to 
leap advuitage At>m the errors of his enemies, being 
Imed by Fraser and the discomfited regent, n^ade th^ 

ceociwted eignal l<f Ruthven. That nobleman immer 

diataly pointed out to his men the waving colours of thi^ 
fikNithtons, aa tiiey ap|>roached beneath the oTerhan2in|g 
woode of HaWthornaean. Hi exhorted them by their 
ftthen, wives, and children, to breast the enemy at this 
spot, and grapple with him tilLhe fell.— << Scotland,'' cried 
■e, ** is lost or won this day ^— -You are freemen or slaves.; 
yo«r families are your own, or the property <^ tvrants ! 
fight stoutly, and God will yield you an lUTisible supr 
port!" 

The Scots answered their general by & shout, and call* 
ins on him to lead them forward, Ruthven placed him- 
«eff with*the Regent and Fraser in the van, and led the 
eharse. The Southrons, little expectinff an assault from 
an aoversary they had so lately driven on the field, were 
taken by surprise, but thev fought well 3 and resolutely 
iloDd tmir ground, till Wallace and Bruce, who comr 
maaded the two flsinkiBg divimons, closed in upon them 
^Htb aa impetudeity that drove Confrey himselr into the 
fiver, where an arrow from Sir Alexander Ramsay, who 
now rushed from concealment, finished his career and 
tbie^w him a breathless corse amongst the plunging feet 
of his dismayed squadrons. As the ambuscade of Rani' 
ny poured firom his caves, the earth seemed teeming^ 
With mailed warriors 3 and the Southrons seeing^he sur- 
rtmnding heights and thtf green defiles filled with the 
nme terrific appearances, gave way on all sideia, and al* 
Meet believing that the wizard power of the sase of Er^ 
eildouB, whom the^ knew was m the ca8tle,had conjured 
«p this nest to their destruction, thev fled with precipi- 
tsAioB towards their second division which lay a lew miles 
MoUHrard. Hiither the conquering squadrons of the 
8ceC« followed them. The fugitites leaping the trench- 
as of the eneampment, called aloud to their comrades, 
^Arm ! aim ! hell is in league against us !''-^— Sesrave 
wtm ia a moment at the head of bis legions, and a battle 
flMM detpentethaa the first biased over the field.— 
Tha iyin g ttoepi of Confi»y rallying around the stand- 
mi^^Bgjfimnik aa ctof, ^trnfiA with the ipBt of-^ 
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Tenge ■; and btiing now' a bddy ^Aearly twenty thoiMt 
men against eight^faoasand Scots^the conflict Meaae trt- 
mendouf, and in several points the Southrons gain^ 80 

Seatljr the advanta^, that Wallace and Bruce, leaving 
eir respective stations to Edwin and the green knight;, 
threw themselvoB stlccessively into those parts where thft 
ienemy seemed to prevail, and by exhortations, exannl^ 
and prowess, a thousand times turned the ftie of thcdsjr, 
andappeareo as they shot from rank to rank, to be two 
comets of fire sent before the troops to consume all who 
opposed them. Segrave was taicien, and/orty brave E|^- 
glish knights beside. The creen surface oi the ground 
was dyed red with Southron blood, and Che men were o^ 
all sides callinje; for quarter, when the cry of "Havoc and 
St. Georffe !'* issued from the adjoining hill. A band of 
lif id-Lotnianers. who for the sake of plunder had stolen 
into that part of the deserted English camp which occu- 
pied the rear of the height, seeing from its top the advaa> 
cing troops of 'the third division of the «nemy, like guilty 
cowards rushed down amongst their comrades, echoing 
the war cry of England, and exclaiming, '' We are lost '5 
a host reaching to the horizon, is just upon us \" Terror 
atruck to almost every Scottish heart. The 6oHthn)n« 
who lately cried for mercy leaped upon their feet. The 
^ght recommenced with redoublod fury. Lord Robert 
'Pveville at the )iead of the new Miinforcement, chaiged 
-into the centre of the Scottish legions. The rescue of 
Segrave was his object. Bruce And Edwin threw them- 
■selves Into the breach, which his impetuous valor had 
made in that part of their line, and fighting man to mall 
w;ould have taken Neville als^ had not a fbuower of that 
nobleman, wielding a ponderous mace, struck Bruce so 
terrible a blow as to fracture his helmet in twain and caA 
him from his horse to the ground. The fall of so active 
a leader excited as muoh dismay in the surrounding Scotfc 
as it encouraged the reviving spirits of the enemy. TSd- 
win's only hope was now to preserve his prince from be- 
ing tram^ed^n, and while he fought to that purpose^ 
and afterwards sent the senseless body off the field to 
Roslyn castle, Neville retook Seffrave and the kniglits 
with him. Ruthven now contended With a feeble aim. 
Fatigued with the two ]>receding conflicts, covered wifii 
rounds, and perceiving indeed a host pouring upon tlieib 
M«U 4dis, (ibr the w^te of SH^ve^te^^nUwr ^ 



(bi|^ tiioaiaad waenk, excepting thoB^ who had fiJlen m 
Uii preceding .engagements, were now Msailing them) 
tSie ckM« ezn&iisted and in despair gave ground ; and 
•one throwing away their arms to flj the more onencum- 
teedy i^read the confusion, and by exposing themselvei 
Mmic-Btruck to the swords of their enemies, occasioned 
«D g^eneral a havoc, that the day must have ended in 
atM universal destruction of ever^ Scot in the field, had 
ttot Wallace perceived the crisis, and that as Guy de 
JJongueville, he shed hk blood in vain. In vain his ter- 
rified countrymen saw him rush into the thiqkest of the 
carnage : in vain he called to them by all that was sacred 
10 man to stand to the last. He was a foreigner, and 
they had no confidence in his exhortations,. death wasbe- 
(ore them, and they turned to fly. The fate of his eonn- 
try hung en an instant. The last rays jof the setting sun 
ehone full on the rocky promontoirof thehill which pro- 
jected over the field of combat He took his resolution; 
and spurring his steed up the steep ascent, stood on the 
iBummit where he would be seen by the whole army, and 
taking olf his helmet he waved it in the air with a shout, 
end mtvii^ drawn all eyes upon him suddenly exclaimed 
1—" Scots ! you have this day vanquished the Southrons 
tw^e r If you be men, remember Cambuskenneth and 
follow William Wallace tQ, a third victory V* The cry 
which issued firom the amazed troopa was that of a 
people who beheld the angel of their deliverance.-^ 
" Wallace I" was the chaige-wotd of every heart. The 
heroes courage seemed instantaneously diffused through 
$very breast, ami with braced arms and determined spir- 
its forming at once into the phalanx his thundering voice 
dictated, the Southrons again felt the weight of the Scot- 
tish steel ; and a battle ensued which made the bright 
Kike run purple to the sea, and covered the pastontt 
jgladet of Hawthomdean with the bodies of their invaders. 
. Sir John Segrave and Neville were both taken. And 
<ire night closed in upon the carnage Wallace granted 
quarter to those who sued for it, and receiving their 
$jna», left them to xepoae in their before depopulated 
caji^. 



Wallace, baTiiig pUated Fraier mnd Ranaay wiUr 
itn adequate force in cnarge of the prisooen; went to tU» 
tent of the two Southron commandera to pi^tlMm^tlM 
courtesy due to their bravery and rank before be retirad 
with hie victorious followers towards RoelyB casUe. Ha 
entered alone, and at sight of the warrior whe had given 
them BO signal a defeat the ^nerals rose, Neville, wbe 
had received a slisht wound in one of his anna yStretched 
out the other to Wallace in answer to a compliinent 
which that chieftain paid to his military conduct. > '^ 8ir 
William Wallace/' said he, *' that you were obliged ta 
declare a name so deservedly renowned, before the 
troops I led could be made to relinouish one step of their 
haro-earned advantage, was an acknowledgment in ray 
favour almost equivuent to a victory/' 

Sir John Segrave, who stood leanine on his sword with 
a disturbed coqntenance, interrupted him : ** The fkte of 
this day cannot be attributed to any earthly name or handv 
I believe my sovereign will allow the zeal with which I 
liave ever served him, and yet thirtr thousand as brave 
meni<«a ever crossed the marches, have fallen before a 
haadfnl of Scots, Three victories won over Edward's 
troops in one day, are not events of a common nature. 
God atone has been our vanqui^er." **^ I acknowledge 
it/' cried Wallace, " and that he is on the side of justice 
let the return of St. Matthiases day ever remind your 
countrymen !" 

Segrave, when he j^ave the victory to the Lord of Ho^ts, 
did it more from jealousy of what might be Edward's 
opinion of his conduct when compared with Neville's, 
than from any intention to imply that the cause of Scot- 
land was justty beaven-defendeo. Such are the impious 
inconsistences of unprincipled men ! He frowned at the 
reply of Wallace, and turned gloomily away. Neville 
returned a respectful answer, and their conqueror sooo 
after left them. 

Edwin, with the knight of the green (dnme, who had 
indeed approved his valor l^ mant^ a braver-deed per- 
formed at nis commander's side, awaited his returA from 
the tent. Ruthven came up at the instant that Wailaoe 
joined them, and he heard from him that Bruce was safe 
uderthe cai« of the sage of Eroildoun^aiid thai the R«- 



eat, wb» had been wemideA in tiM bcrankig of the A 
was also in Koafyn castle. A U other ch the surviTors ik 
ha«t ao^ered in these three desperate battles were c 
leeted from amoagst the slain and carried by Wallac 
orders into the neighbourinfl; castles of Hawthomd 
Bmoston, and Dalkeith. The rest of the soldiers vf* 
ordtted to repose theoiselves on their arms. These < 
ties performed^ Wallace thoueht of satisfying the am 
ties of friendship as well as loyidty, and of going to i 
how Bruce fared; 

The moral . shone brightly as the psrty rode ferwa 
Th^ rivf r rushing along its shelving bed glittered in 1 
beams, and pouring over the shatterad fragment of c 
ny a time-precimtated cliffy fled in; hoarse murmurs fr 
the perpendicular sides of the blood-stained heig 
which imprisoned its struggling waters. As Wallace 
cended the steep acclivity on which Roslyn eastle stan 
and in crossing the drawbridae which divides its roc 
peninsula from the main laad^ he^ looked. around s 
vigbed. The scene reminded him of EUerslie.^ A d( 
shadow lay on the vfoods beneath} and the penf 
branches of the new leafless trees hanging down to m 
the flood, seemed now mourning, the deaths which n 
poJllttted its stream. The water lay in profound rep* 
at the base of these beautiful craigs, as if peace longec 
become an inhabitant of so lovely a scene. 

At the gate of the castle its aged master the Lord ^ 
clair met Wallace tor bid him welcomfe. " Blessed 
the saint of this day/' exclaimed he, for thus bringing ' 
best defender, even as by a miracle, to snatch us s 
brand from the fire ! My gates, like my heart,, opei 
receive the true Regent of Scotland." ** I haveonly di 
a Scotsman's duty, venerable Sinclair," replied Walla 
as he entered the house, '^and must not srrogate a t 
to myself which heaven has transfersed to own banc 
" NqI heaven, but the base envy of man/' vep(ie| the 
chieftain. " It was rebellion against thesuj^eme wisl^ 
the nation, that invested the black Cummin with the 1 
geneT ; and some iafittuation has bestowed the same t 
on bis brother. What did he not lose till yoii^ Seotlai 
true champion, re-appeared to cescue her ^gain. from* i 
very V* " The present Lord Badenoeh is an honest i 
t brave nan/' replied Wallace ; and as I obey the n 
•r vhicb gave him his authority, I an Teidy; ^ fl«i 



ti^ #m scormK ominii 

16 y^ /to iort% Seitknd with as v%oitNit a ae|d t»#*er $ 
40 acme Sinetair, when our rulers caiit not tramm^o* 
murvbftuee let us jobey Ahem aa tbe vicegereuta of heaTen*^ 
• Wallace then aaSud to lie conducted to bis wounded 
firiend Sir Thomas de Lonffueville, {for Sinclair was ig- 
Borant of tlie r«tl rank of nis guest,) and his reioiciiw 
host, eager te oblige him, immediately led him through 
a gallery, and opening the door of an apartment died^- 
tered Bruce lying extended on a couch, and an old maji, 
whose silver beara and sweeping robes announced to be 
Ine sage of Ercildoun, bathing his bead with balsams. 
A young creature, beautiful as Yenus; hung ever the 
prostrate chief. She held a gdden casket in her hand, 
eut of whieh the sage drew the unctions he applied. And 
Bruce himself as ne lay under the healing ministration, 
never withdrew his eyes from the angelic beinff whiolr 
seemed to hover near him. At Che sound of Wallace^s 
Voioe^ who spoke in a low tone to Rutbven as be enter* 
ed the chamber, the wounded prince for a moment for- 
fgei both his pain and admiration of female loveliness, and 
•tartinff on his arm stretchedHrat his band to his friend, 
—but be as instantly fell back again. Wallace hastened 
fmward with an agony cffear that perhm Bruce was in 

Cater danger than he had believed. He knek down by 
1. Bruce recoverd a little from the swoon into which 
the . suddenness of his attempt to rise had occasioned. 
Feeling a hand graspin|[ his, he guessed to whom it .be- 
l<Higed, and genUy pressing it, smiled j and in a moment 
i^rwards opening his eyes, in a low voice articulated — 
** My dear Wallace 1 you are victorious \" " Gompletly 
so, my prince and king,'' returned he in Che same tone : 
** all is now plain before you; speak but the word, and 
rttider Scotland happy !" <•' Not yet, O! not yet," whis- 
pere»d he. '' My more than brother, allow tfruce to be 
iiimaelf a«an before he is knovra in the land oT his fa- 
ikers ! Xliave but yet began my probation. Not a Sou- 
ihroa must taint our native lands when my name is pro- 
clumed in Scotland." 

Wallace saw that his prince was not in a state to bear 
frrtber aigment ; and as all had retired far fh>m the 
eouch wlmi he approached it, in natitude for this pro- 
priety (for ic had left him and his friend free to converse 
mobMnred^ke turned tAwaids the other inmates of the 
Jrimlbet Tte MgiadfasMdlolrimiMdMcagi^iiiog 



tRr lUnaM Cnwfohl at the ehuaung of the crown ; In 
•alftted him with jMLternal affectum which temfMired the 
sohUiike feeling with which he approached the resiatleai 
champion of hip country : and then beckoningthe b«iii- 
lifiil girl who &d so rivetted the attention «f Bmce, the 
'Artyr near the aage. He took her hand : " Sir William 
t?^llace/' aaid he, " this sweet child ia a danghter oC thje 
brave Bfar who died in the field of glory on the Carroq. 
-^Her grandfather fell a few weeks ago, defending his 
castlie I and I am almost all that is left to her. IsabeUii^ 
for it was she, cotered her face to conceal her Mnotiowi. 
''Dear lady/' said Wallace, ''these venerable heroes 
were known aod beloved bv me. And now that heav^ 
has resumed them to Itselr, as the last act of friendship 
that I am perhaps fated to pay their of&pring, I shaP 
convey you to a sister whose matchless heart yearns to 
receive so dear a consolation.'' 

To disengage Isabella's thoughts from the afflicting re- 
membrances which were bathing her cheeks with teav^ 
Ereildoun put a cup of the mingled juice of herbs into 
her hand and commissioned her to give it to her invalid. 
Wallace now learned that liis friend's principal wound 
was in the head, accompanied by so severe a concussion 
of the brain, that it would be many days before he ceald 
remoYO from off his bed without danger. Anxious to re» 
lease him fronf even the scarcely-breathed whispers of 
his martial companions who stood at some distance firom 
his couch, Wallace immediately proposed leaving him to 
repose 3 and beckoning Edwin, who was bending in af- 
fectionate silence over his prince, he withdrew ; leaving 
none others than the good sase and the tender Isabelli^ 
whose soft attentions seemed to beguile Bruce of every 
pain, to administer to his comfort. 

Wallace then accompanied Sinclair to the apartment 
of the recent ; and finding him in a fair way of recovery, 
aiVer sitting an hour with him he bade his friends adSea 
for the night, and retired to his own repose. « 

Next morning he wiis aroused at daybreak hy the ab** 
rupt entrance of Andrew Lord Bothwell into his cham- 
ber. The well known soqnds of his voice made Wallace 
start from his pillow and attend his arms to receive him. 
— ^' itnrray ! my bntve, invaluable Murray I" eried he, 
^tlioa Ht mfUc^n^fmc^ more to the aid* of th^ ten^bM 



fn vmn Thee and finiifi niiitt evet be itst in iny lieAsrfr* 
^he TOiing Ijord ' Botbwell for some time returned Bis 
wum «Biwaoe in ehMvent silenoe-) at last, sitting do^m. 
hy Wallace's 4ied^ as. lie grasped his hand he said^ press* 
ii^ it- to liis breast, ** I reel a happiness here, wliich I 
. haye never known since the day of Falkirk. You ^uit- 
'ted »s Wallace) and all good seemed gone with yov^or 
%uried in my fathei^s grave. But you return \ you )Sftihg 
conquest and ^ace with jou ^ you restone our Helen fo 
lier nunily ; you bless us wjth yourself*' — And shall you 
•not a^n see t^e gay Andrew Murray ? It must be so. 
my friend, melancholy is not my ctimate ; and I shall 
now live in your ht^taB." — ** Dear Murray !" returned 
Wallace, " this generous enthusiasm can only be equal- 
■ed by my joy in all that makes you and Scotland happy/' 
Hff-tnen proceeded to impart to him, in confidence, «dl 
that related to Bruce; and to describe the minutiae of 
those plans for his establishment, which had only been 
liintedin his letters from Trance. BothweTl entered with 
■ardour into these royal designs, and regretted that the dif- 
ficulty he found in persuadins the Laneilcers to follow 
^im to any "fiefid where tbe^ did not expect to find their 
iieloved Wollaoe, had depnyed him of the particination 
'he wnhed in the late danger and new glory of his friend. 
*' To compensate for that privation,*' replied Wallace, 
^' While our prince is disabled from in person pursuyig 
his victories, we must not allow our present advantages 
to lose their expected effects.. You snail accompany me 
through the lowlands, where we must recover the places 
which the ilV fortune of .James Cummin has lost." 

Murray gladly (embraced this opportunity of again 
sharing the field with Wallace. And when the chie& 
j<$ined Bruce, (where Douglas was already seated by fiia 
couch,) after Both well was presented to hjs young sove- 
reign, they entered into discourse relative to their future 
diTOrent posts of duty. Wallace suggested to his royal 
friend that, as his restoration to health «ould not be so 
speedy as the 'Cause required^ it would be necessary not 
to await the event, but immediately b^ln the recoveiy 
of the border counties befbine Edward could reinforce 
their Southron gar/isons. Bruce sighed, but with a ge- 
nerous ^low sunuSing his pale face, he said—^" Go, my 
friend ! Bless Scotland what way you will, and let m/ 
jsidf ftcqoietcence coiurinc^ fhtimr ages mt t love wj 
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•ouBtiy beyond my own fame-: for its nke I relinqvirii 
tc you tJie whole glory of dciliTering it out of the innds 
of the tyrant who has so long usurped my rights. Men 
may say when they hear this, that I do not merit the 
grown yon will put upon my head j thst I have lain on i 
couch while you fought for me ; but I will bear all oblo* 
qay, rather than deserve its sl^htest chaigeby withhc^- 
iogyott an hour from the great work of Scotland's peace." 

" >" It is not for the breath of men, my dear prince/' 

returned Wallace, ** that either you or 1 act. It is snm- 
cient for us thct we effect their good ; and whether the 
^^ent be one or the other, the ena is the same. Our deeds 
and intentions have one great judge ; and he will award 
the onily true glory.** 

Such were the -principles which filled the hearts of 
these two friends, worthy of 'ea<^b other and alike honor- 
able to the country that gave them birth. « 

Though tbe wounded John Cummin remained possess- 
ed <^ the title of Regent, Wallace was virtually endowed 
with the authority. Whatever he suggested was acted 
upon as by a decree ; all eyes looked up to him as to the 
cynosure by which every order of men in Scotland were 
to shape their course. The jealousies which had driven 
him from his former supreme seat, seemed to have died 
with their prime instigator, the late regent ; and no chief 
(^ any consequence, eicepting Soulis and - Athol, who 
retired in disgust to their different castles, breathed a 
word in opposition to the general gratitude. 

Wallace, having sent bade his prisoners to their conn* 
try on the same terms which he rormerly dictated, com- 
menced 4iis march farther into the Lowlands, where the 
&me of his victories, seconded by the enthusiasm of the 
TCopte and the determination of his troops, soon made 
him master of all the fortresses. His own valiant band, 
headed by Sciymgeour, had recognized their belove4 
leader with rapturous joy, and followed his standard with 
1 zeal that rendered each individual a host in himselC 
Hardly three weeks were consumed in these conquests, 
md not a rood of land remained south of the Tay in the 
XMsession of England, excepting Berwick. Before that 
iftea disputed stronghold, WaHace drew up his forcee 
(o commence a regular siege^ and the governcn' intimi- 
dated by the powerful works which he saw the SCot 
lisb «hief fofmiBg agwngt ih»towB# deipAt«Jied a mm 



fMMT to £Sdw«fd wttb ilie^idingt ; and to (eU ]ii»^t)» 



i B MW C 19 JEnwvra wna 'rae-uaingp ; ura vo leu Momywm 
|f £0 would BOt ^rant the peace for whiclk the Scot 
foi^ht, or. immediately aena sucGoun to Berwick h< 
woald find it neceaaafy to begin the conqneat of the king 
dom anew. 

—0000— 

. * \ CHAPTER Xin. 

While Wallace, accompanied by hia brave ^endu. 
was thua carr^ring all before nim irom the Grampian to 
the Cheviot hilla, Bruce wae rapidly recovering. Hia ei- 

£r wishes seemed to heal his wounds ; and on the tenth 
y after the departure of Wallace, he /left that couc):. 
5vhich had been iMffuiled of its irksomenesa by the sanut* 
ing attentions of the tender Isabella. Th^ enauing aalif 
bath beheld him restored to full viffor ; and having in\f 
parted his intentions to the lords Kuthven and Doiu^aa^ 
who were both with him, the next morning he ^yrally 
buckled on his armor. Isabella, when she saw him tbu^ 
clad, started, and the roses left her cheek. ''I am armed 
to be voar suide to Hunting-tower,^' said he, with a look 
that showed he read her thoughts. He then called fm 

Kn i^nd ink to write to Waluce. The now reaaaare^ 
ibella. r^oicing in the glad beams of bia brightemng 
jsyes, held the standish. As he dipped his pen, he looked 
up at her with smiles and a grateful tendemeaa thtl 
thrilled t,o her soul, and made her bend her blushing lacA 
%o hide emotions which whispered bliss in every beat o^ 
her happy heart. Thus, with a spirit which wrapt him in 
felicity, for victory hailed him from without, and love 
seemed to woo him to the dearests tranqiorta within, hf 
wrote the foUowii^ letter to Wallace : 

'^ I am now well, my best friend ! This day t attend 
my lovely nurse, with her venerable guardian, to Hunt* 
ing-tower. Eastward of Perth almost every castle of con^ 
aeouence is yet filled by the Southrons, whom the folly 
of James Cummin allowed toreoccupy the places whence 
you had so lately driven them, i go to root them out, U> 
Muilate in the north what yon are now doing in the soi^ttL I 
Xbu shall see me again wnen the banks of the Spey aie 
u free as you have made the Forth. In aU this I am yet 
XhoiB9i4eL(iB|ptiiTUU. I«Ml»i the gwMt fqptlwr qS 



noB Monro csnsra. m 

■jh^aii, kaomu mt n soother, fat woili ffio aot dt* 
wfmB thm vnfkiiMd Brace T To d^wrvo aod wm ber Ioto 
aodoIiOBffiieviUe, end to dunry ker m king of SeotkHd, 
ii tlw Iboa boM or jroar friend tod kiotlwr 

RolN»t — i.-^ 
'' PS. I ifaAll send ypu despetcbeo of my pnieeed- 

Wallace had just made a laecetaful attack xifom Um 
outworks of Berwick when this letter was pat into hitf 
haadL He was surrQimded by his chieftains, and having^ t 
fead it, be informed them that Sir Thomas do Lengoo» 
idlle was going to Hunting-tower, whence he intendrato 
make exeursioas to rid the neighbouring castles of the 
•Mmr. 

** The hopes of his enterprising spirit,^ eontiniMi 
WaUace, << are so seconded by his detenninatiott that 
what he promises lie will^rlbrm, and we may soon ex- 
■eet to near that we have no enemies in Uie ifigh* 

But in this he was disappointed. Day after daypassfld 
vway, and no tidings arrived fVom the north. WaUaeO 
became anxious, and Bothwell and Edwin beguito shaie 
hie uneasiness. Continued successes against Berwick 
Imd assured him of a speedy surrender, when a SoqUh 
ron leiafiircement being thrown in by sea the confidence 
of the garrison was re-excited, and the ramparts being 
dottbly manned, Wallace saW the only alternative was to 
attempt the possession of their ships, and turn the* siege 
into a Blockade. Should ' Bruce be prosperous in tM 
Hiridsnds, be would have fuH^- leisure to await the fkll 
•f Berwick upon this plan, and much blood miffht be 
•paied. Intent and executioil were twin bom la the 
Ineast of Wallace. By a masterly stroke he eflbcted hii 
liis design on the shipping ; and ha vine closed the South* 
■ens within* their walls, he despatched Lord Bothwiril to 
fiaatiag-tower to see Ruthven, to learn the state of mi> 
Bta^ operations there, and above all, he hoped to bring 
book goed tidings of the prince. ^' 

On the evening of the very day in whleh Munay^ liil 
Berwick a desperate sally was made by the ganrisoii, but 
they were beaten back with great slaughter, aad'wM 
■aea eflbeithat WaUaee gained poss ession of one m 
their naoot commanding towers. The ObDtest didh ml 
Wii'tiil Bight) wAtftar p M ring aoMOtimo 'm lA 9t9m^ 
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tei&t liuteniagf ^ the sfeggetitioa* of hia Aftendi feUtive 
to the uie tbit might be madei of the new aequisitieii, 
hiB retired to hi« own quarter at a late hour. At HhiNHB- 
raomentous periods he never seemed to need Asleep : and 
seated at his taUe, settling the dispositions' for the suc- 
ceeding day, he marked not the time till the' flattiS Of 
his exhausted lamp expired in the socket. — He replen- 
ished it ; and had again resumed his miHtary labmvs, 
when the curtain wmch covert the door of hia tent 
was drawn aside and an armed man entered. Wajltee 
looked up> and seeing that it was the knieht of .the 
green plume, asked if any thing had occurrea from the 
town. 

'^ Nothing/' relied the knisht, in an agitated . Toice, 
and seating himself beside Wulace. " Any evil tidings 
fipcMn my friends in Perthshire V demanded Wallace^ 
who now hard^ doubted that ill news had arrived of 
Bruce. ''None/' was the knight's reply, ''but I am 
come to fulfil my promise to you ; to unite myself for ev- 
er, heart and soul, to, your 'destinv ; ar yOu behold me 
thk night for the last time." Wallace, supriaed at tfaif 
address and at the emotion which shook the frame of the 
unknown warrior, answered him with expressions of es- 
teem, and added : " If it depends on me to unite so brare 
a man to my friendship for ever, only speak the word, de- 
clare your name, ana I am ready to seal the compaot.'' 
" My name,'' returned the knight, " will indeed put 
these protestations to the proof. I have fought by your 
aide, Sir William Wallace. I would have died at any 
moment to have spared (hat breast a wound } and yet I 
dread to raise this visor, to show you who I am. A look 
will make me live, or blast me/* " Your language con- 
founds me, noble knight," replied Wallace, ''1 know of 
no man living, saving either of the base violators of Lady 
Helen Mar's liberty, who need tremble before my eyes. 
It is not poasible that either of those men is before me $ 
and irhoever you are, whatever you may have been, brave 
chieftain, your deeds have proved you worthy of a aol- 
dier'a frieiiasbip, and I fdetke you mine;" 
' The knight was 8ilent.~-He took Wallace's h^nd'-htfi 
|iaajped it ;— 4be arms that beU it did inde0d tremble. 
WaUaee again apoke.^-" What is the meaainKiif -thia T 
I MB BO tyrant, no nonareh to eicite these onida. I 
%iVBffewBrtobM«fit,b«ttMiMto»ij«it/' ** 
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it and touytire V cried the koigiit is a tnuuport of emo* 
tion ; " yoQ have my life in- your liands. Oh ! granV it, as 
yoo valae yoor own happineas and honor! Lm>k on me, 
and say whether I am to live or die J* At the warrior 
mokoi he cast himself impetuously on his knees, and 
threw open his visor. Wallace saw a fine hut flashed 
fibce. It was much overshadowed hy the helmet. ** My 
hrave friend/' said he, attempting to raise him by the 
hand which clasped his ; ** your words are mysteries to 
me ; and so little right can I have to the power you as- 
eribe to me, that, although it seems to me as if I had 

Men your features before, yet " " You forget me," 

cried the knight, starting on his feet and throwing off 
his helmet to the ground : " Again look on this face, and 
fltab me at once by a second declaration that I am remem- 
bered no more !'*' 

The couiitenance of Wallace now showed that he too 
well remembered it. He was pale and aghast. " Lady 
Mar," cried he, " not expecting to see you under a war- 
rior's casque, you will pardon me, that when so apparel- 
led I should not immediately recc^nise the widow of my 
friend." '' Ingrate ! ingrate !" cried she, turning pale aa 
himself; ** and is it thus you answer the sacrifices I have 
made for you ? For you I have committed an outrage on 
my nature ; I have put on me this abhorrent steel 3 1 nave 
braced the dangers of many a hard fouffht day ; — and all 
to guard your life ; to convince you or a love unezam- 
pledin woman! and thus you recognise her who has 
risked honor and life for you, with coldness and re-« 
proach !" '' With neither, Lady Mar," returned he, ** I 
am grateful for the generous motives of your conduct ; 
bat for the sake of tne fair fame you confess you have 
endangered ; in respect to the memory of him whose 
name you bear 3 I cannot but wish that so hazardous an 
instance of interest in me had been left undone." ** If 
that is all," returned Lady Mar, drawing towards him, 
** it is in your power to ward from me every stigma ! 
Who will dare to cast one reflection on my fair fkme 
when you bear testimony to my purity 7 Wno will as- 
perse the name of Mar, when yon displace it with that 
<«f Wallace { Make me yooiv, dearest of men," cried' 
•be, clasping his bands, ** and yon . will reeeiiw <nm to 
jronr heait who never knew how to love befi>re j who 
frill bt to yott what wonan aov«y«( vat } a«d wm will 
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faru^^yovrterritoriet^ if notnonyyet neavtjr tqttk ttt 
Iboa^ of tbe luag of Scotland. Hj frthet , wh« faeM tlwsi 
daring Lord Mar's life, is no more | and now, Cottotest 
of Strathearnand pitBcessef theOi;knejps, I ha^e it ia 
my power to bring a sovereignty to yoar head and the 
Ibnoest of wives to your bosom/' Am sbe vdioiieBtly 
^oke, and clung to Wallace as if she had already a right 
to sedL comfort within bis arms, her tears and vielent 
agitation so disconcerted him that for a few moments he 
could not find a reply. Tins short endurance of her pas* 
aion aroused her umost droopins hopes ; and intoxicated 
with so rapturous an illusion s&e threw off the little re* 
■traint in which her awe of Wallace's cc^ness had con- 
fined her, and dinging herself on his breast, ponred forth 
all her love and fond ambitions for him. In vain he at- 
tempted to interrupt her, to raise her with gentleness 
from her indecorous situation ^ sbe had bo percej^on 
but for the idea which had noi^r taken possession or her 
heart, and whispering to him softly, she said, " Be bat 
my husband, Wallace, and all rights shall perish before 
my love and your aggrandizement. In these arms you 
shall bless the day you first saw Joanna Stratheam !" 

The prowess of the kniffht of the green plume, the 
respect he owed to the widow of the Earl of Mar, the 
tenderness he ever felt for all of woman kind, wer^ ali 
foxgotten in the disgusting blandishments of this deter- 
mined wanton. She wooed to be his wife ; but not with 
the chaste appeal of the widow of Mahlon. " Let me 
find favor in thy sight, for thou hast comforted me !" 
said the fair Moabite.ss, who in a strange land cast herself 
at the feet of her deceased husband's friend ; '^ Spread 
thy garment over me, and let me be thy wife I" She waa 
answm^dy " I will do all that thon reqnirest, for thou art 
a virkunu toomon /" But neither the actions nor the 
words of Lady Mar bore witness that she deserved this 
app^lation. They were the dictates of a passion as im- 
pure as it was intemperate. Blinded by its fumes she for- 
got the nature of the heart she sought to pervert to sym- 
pathy with iMrs. She saw not that every look and move- 
ment on her part filled Wallace with aversion ; aiid not 
until he forcibly broke firom her did she doabt Ihe suooeae 
of her fond ca r ess e a. 

'' Ladv Mar/' said he^ " I most repeat, that I am not 
wigr^i^fU for the pi;«M>& of xQgltfdyev hHPebesto^^ 
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■M) but si)ch 'BMcem of attsehnent b laviilMd upon • 
BiaB tliat is a baakrupt in love. 4 am cdld as momimmi* 
Ul maiblo to every touck of that paasion to which I was 
once but too. entirely devoted. Bereaved of the objedy 
I am puaiflhed ', thus is mj heart doomed to soiitnde oa 
earth, forhAvin^ made an idol of the angel that was sent 
to cheer and guide me in the path to heaven." WaUaoe 
•aid even more thifiB this. He remonstrated with her in 
the gentlest manner, on the shipwreck she was making 
of her own happiness in adhermg thus tenaciously to a 
man who could only regard her with the seneral senti^ 
meat ef esteem. He uiged her beanty and yet vouthfiil 
years. How many would be eager to win her Ioto and 
to marry her with honor ; when, under the circumstan- 
ces into which she had thrown herself with him, should 
■he persist, nothing could accrue but disappMntment and 
disgrace. While he continued to roeak to her witll the 
lender consideration of a br<rther, she who knew no gra^ 
dations in the affections of the heart, doubted his words 
and believed that a latent fire glowed in his breast which 
her art micht still blow into a flame. She threw her*- 
self upon her knees, she wept, she implored his pity, she 
wound her arms around his and bathed his hands with 
her tears : but still he continued to urge her by every 
argument of female delicacy to relinquish her ilMirecf* 
ed love, and to return to her domains before her absence 
co«\ld be generally known. — She looked up to read hia 
countenance: a friend's anxiety, nay, authority, was 
there, but no glow of passion ;,all was calm and deter- 
mined. Her beiaiutY then had been.shown to a maa with* 
out eves j her tenoer eloquence poured on an ear that 
was deaf; and her blandishments lavished on a block of 
marble ! In a paroxysm of despur she dashed the hand 
which she held far from her, and standing proudly on 
her ieet, — *^ Hear me, thou man of stone *. erie4 she, 
" and answer me on your life and honor, for both de- 
pend on your reply. U Joanna Strathearn to be your 
wife or not 1" 

*^ Cea«e to uige me, unhappy lady," letuned Wallace, 
** on what you already know the decision of this ever 
widowed heart.'' Lady Mar looked* stedftstly at him : 
" Ttaea reeeiva aqr hnt detetminatioB !'' cried she, and 
dnwing naarhifli with adesperate and portentous ex- 
fTfiiiinn iateooutenancey. at if aha nmiU to 
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It- 
per in bif car, tbci oa a onddea pliickttd St^ homa^u daf • 
per from hi* girdle and atttiek it into )ua breast. B^ie 
It eaold penetrate to a mortal depth he canf^ht the hand 
wWeh gniped the InH. Her eyes jrlared with the fury 
ef a maniac, «ad with a horrid l&iigii she exclaimed, "I 
have slain thee, insolent triompber in my love and ano- 
niee !— Thou ahalt not now deride me in the arms of tny 
minion : fiw I know that it is not for the dead Marion 
▼Ott have trampled on my heart, but for the living He* 
ten !'' As she nwke, he moved her hold from the dag- 
ger, and drew the weapon from the wound. A torrent 
of blood flowed over his vest and stained the hand that 
grasped hers. She turned of a deadly paleness, but a 
demoniac joy still gleamed in her eyes. ** Lady Mar,'' 
cried he, ** I pardon this outrage. Go in peace, and I 
shall never breathe to man or woman the occurrences 
of tMis night. Only remember, that with r^ard to Lady 
Helen, my wishes are as pure as her own virgin inno- 
cence." '' So they may be now, vainly boasting, imma- 
culate Wallace I" answered she, with bitter derision, 
" men are saints when their passions are satisfied. Think 
not to impose' on one who knows how this vestal Helen 
followed yon in page's attire, and without one stigma 
being cast on her maiden delicacy ! I am not to learn 
the days and nights she passed alone with you in the woods 
of Normandy ! — Did you not follow her to France ?•— 
Did yon not tear her from the arms of Lord Aymer do 
Valence? And npw, relinquishing her yourself, you 
leave a dishonored bride to cheat the vows of some hen- 
ester man 1— Wallace, I now know you : and as I have 
been fool enough to love you beyond all woman's love, I 
•wear by the powers of heaven and hell, to make yon 
foel the weight of woman's hatred !" 

Her dennncii^ons had no effect on Wallace : but her 
elaader i^inst her unoflfendii^ daughter-in-law, affitated 
him with an indignation that almost dispossessed him of 
himself. In few but hurried and vehement words, he de- 
nied all that she had alleged against Helen, and appealed 
to the whole court of France to bear witness to her spot- 
le« innoccmce. Lady Mar exulted in this emotion , though 
every sentence, by the .interest it displayed in its object, 
■ee i ned to establish the truth of that suspicion which she 
had only uttered as the mere ebullition of her spleen. 
Triumptting in the belief that he had foand anotoer a| 



THE SCOTTII^H CHIEFS. 127 

Iratl M hem^, and Yet v«hddeA«d that that other should 
have heen piwerred before her, her iei^oiw pride took, 
freah iiame.— '' Swear/' cried ahe, *' tUl I see the Uood 
of that fake heart forced to my feet to ratiff the oatb, 
and BtiU I shall believe tiiO base daughter of Alar a wan- 
ton. I go, no't to proclaim her dishonour to the world, 
but to deprive her of her lover; to yield the rebel Wal- 
Uce into the hands of justice ! When on the scaffold,, 
woud exulter in those now detested beauties, remem- 
ber that it was Joanna Stratbearn who laid thy head upon 
the block ; who consiffned those limbs, of heaven's own 
statuary, to decorate the spires of Scotland ! Remember 
that my curse pursues you here and hereafter \" A lived 
fire seemed to dart from her eyes 5 her countenance was 
torn as by some internal fiend ; and with the last male- 
diction thundering from her tongue she darted from his 
sight. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

The next morning Wallace was recalled from the 
confusion into which his nocturnal visitor had thrown his 
mind, by the entrance of Ker, who came as usual with 
the reports of the night and to receive his orders for the 
day. In the course of their coiiversation, Ker mention- 
ed that about three hours after sunrise the knight of the 
green plume had left the camp with his despatches for 
Stirling. Wallace was scarcely surprised at this orady 
falsehc^ of Lady Mar's ;^ and not intending to betray 
her, he merely said, " It is well 3 and long ere he appeaii» 
again, I hope we shall have goOd tidings from our friend* 
on the Tay." 

But day after day passed and notwithstanding Both- 
well's embassy, no accounts arrived. — The Countess had 
left behind an emmissary who did as she had done before, « 
intercept all messengers from Perthshire. B 

The morning after the ni^ht in which she had clan- 
destinely stolen from Hunting-tower, she ordered the 
seneschal of the castle ^her only confident in this trans- 
action) to tell Ldidy Rutnven that he had just spoken with 
a knight who came to say that the Countess of Stratbearn 
and Mar had commanded him to tell the fkmily that hIm 



was goifig pill a eeorat mniiwi to Norway, «Bd'th«Riibi* 
desijred'her SMter-in-Iaw, for the sake of tho came araal 
dear to her, that neither she not any in the^eastle would 
inform Lord Ruthven or his friends of her departure til) 
she should return with, she hop^, happy news for Scot* 
land. The man said, that after declaring this the knight 
rode hastily away. But this precaution, which did indeed 
impose on the innocent credulity of her husband^B sister 
and dauffhter, failed to satisfy the Countess herself. Fear- 
ful that Helen might communicate her flight to Wallace 
land so excite his suspicion that she was not far from him, 
from the moment of her joining him at Linlithgow she 
intercepted every letter from Hunting-tow€r 5 smd con- 
tinued to do so after Bruce went to that caetle, jealons of 
what niight be said of Helen by this Sir Thomas de Lon* 
«ueville^ in whom he seemed so undeservedly to confide. 
To this end; all packets from Perthshire were conveyed 
to her by a spy sne had in the camp ; and all which were 
sent thence^ were stopped at Hunting-tower, (through 
v^phich Channel they were directed to go,) and by the 
trea;cherous seneschal thrown into the flames. No letters 
ever came from Helen : a few bore Lord Ruthven's su* 
perscription 5 and all the rest were addressed by Sir Tho- 
mas de Longueville to Wallace. She broke the seals of 
this correspondence ; but she look^ in vain on their con- 
tents.. Bruce and his friend, as well as Ruthven, wrote 
in a cypher ; and only one passage, which the former had 
by chance written in the common character, could she 
ever make out. — It ran thus : 

" I hare just returned to Hunting-towerafter the cap* 
ture of Kk^5i>uns. Lady Helen sits by me on one side, 
Isabella on the other. Isabella smiles on me like a 
Hourii. Helen's Loqk is not less gracions, for I tell her 
lam writing to Sir William Wallace. She smiles, but 
it is with such a smile as that with which a saint would 
relinquish to heaven the dearest object of its l6ve.'' 
*' Helen/' said I, ** what shall I say from you to yo«rr 
fVieod 7'' She blush^. '< That I pray for him.'' '' That 
you think of him 7" " That I pray for him,'' repeated she 
more emphatically j " that is toe vray I always think ef 
my presi^rver." Her manner checked me^ my dear 
Wallace ; but I would give worlds that you could brings 
your heart to make this sweet vestal smile as I ^hM' 
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Lady Mar cnuhed the regiatered wish, to hostile to 
hn hopes, in her hand ; and thoogb she was never able 
to decjpner a word more of Bruce's namerovs letters, 
(inany or which could she have read, contained cmnplaints 
«f that silence which she had so cruelly oocaiioned on 
both sides,) she took and destroyed them all. 
' She had ever shunned the penetmting eyes of Both- 
well ; and to have him on the spot when she should dis- 
cover herself to Wallace, she thought would only invite 
his discomfiture ; and therefore, in affecting to share tlM> 
general anxiety respecting the affairs in the notth, »be 
suggested to Ramsay the propriety of sending some one 
of peculiar trust to make inquiries. By a little art she 
easily manased that the young chieftain should propose 
Botbwell to Wallace : and on the very night that ner ma- 
chinations had prevailed to despatch him on this embas- 
^, impatient, yet doubting and agitated she went to de- 
clare and throw herself on the bosom of the man for 
whom she thus sunk herself in shame and falsehood. 

Wallace, though he heard the denunciation with which 
she left his presence, did not conceive that it was more 
than the evanescent rage of disappointed passion ; and an- 
ticipating persecutions rather from her love than her re- 
venge, he was relieved and not alarmed by the intellit 
fence that the knight of the green plume had really taken 
is departure. More delicate ot Lady Mar's honor than 
she was of her own, when he met Edwin at the works he 
silently acquiesced in his belief, that their late compan- 
ion was gone with despatches to the Regent, who mtui 
BOW removed to Stirling. 

After frequent desperate sallies fVom the garrison, in 
which the Southrons were always beaten back with great 
loss, the lines of ciroumvallation were at last finished, 
and Wallace hourly anticipated the sarrender of the en* 
emy. Reduced for want of provisions, and seeing all 
hope of succours cut off by the seizure of the fleet, the 
inhabitants, detesting their new rulers, rose in stroittp bo-^ 
dies, and lying in wait for the soldiers of the garrison, 
nnufdered them secretly and in great numbers ^ and by 
the punishments whico thegoverilbr tbooght proper to 
inffiet OB the gnitty and gniltiess, (at he covtd not disco- 
ver who were actually t& •aaassins.] the ifistress of the 
town was augmented to a jfeost hemUe degree. SBcb a 
■Cate of things oobU not be long iBaintihied ; a»^ "*^~ 
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SoutlmMi eomni^vder pereoiving tbe peril of his troopi, 
and foreseeing that shoald he continue in the fortress, 
ther must all assuredly perish either bv the insurrectioa 
witnin or tbe enefaay from without, be determined no 
longer to await the appearance of a relief which might 
never arrive j and to stop the internal confusion, he sent 
a flaff of truce to Wallace, accepting and signing his of- 
fered terms of capitulation. By this deed he engaged to . 
qpenlhe gates to him at sunset,' but begged the interval 
between noon and that hour, that he might settle the 
aaimosities between his men and the people before he 
should surrender his brave followers entirely into the 
bands of the Scots. 

Havingdespatched his assent to this request of the go- 
vernor, Wallace retired to his own tent. — That he md 
efiected bis purpose without the carnage wbich^must have 
ensued had he again stormed the place^ gratified his hu- 
manity ; and congratulating himself on such a termina- 
tion of the siege, he turnjed with more than usual cheer- 
fuln^88 towards a herald who brought him a packet from 
the north. — The man withdrew, and Wallace broke the. 
seal ; but what was his astonishment to find it an order 
for him to immediately repair to Stirling and there an- 
swer before the regent and the abthanes of Scotland (m) 
on his allegiance to his country, certain charges brought 
a^inst him by an authority too illustrious to set aside 
without examination. At the close of this citerion, they 
added, '< The Scots, of whom Sir William Wallace has 
•o l6ng declared' himself the champion, will now be proud 
to show their present power in the impartialitv with 
which they wiU award the sentence of justice.'^ — tie had 
hardly had time to read this extraordinary mandate, whea 
Sir Simon Frassr, his second in command, entered, and 
with consternation in his looks put an open letter into 
bia hand. — It f^n as follows : 

" Allejgrationa of treason against the liberties isf Scot- 
land bavinff been preferred tgainst Sir Williaiii Wallace, 
until he. ofears himself of the charge, you, Sir 3inion 
fintBer, are directed to assume in his stead the eommand 
of the forces wbksb form the blockade of Berwick} and 
yoo are therefore ordered to see that the accused sets fec<« 
ward to Stirlittg^ under a stroag ga8];d> within an hour 
•fter yoQ reseiw tills dispatch. 

<Si|pMajj ^ JOHV G9UU0, . 
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Earl of Badenoch, and Lord Regent of ScoUaad. 
StwHngCiuiU, 

• Wallace returned the letter to Eraser with an ulidis* 
tiirbed countenance 3 *' I have received a sunilar crdot 
flora the regent/' s&id he, " and though 1 cannot guese 
the sonrce whence these accusations spring I fear not to 
meet theni; and shall require no guard to i^ed me for- 
wardt to the scene of my defence. I am ready to go^ my 
friend ; and happy to resign the brave garrison that has 
just surrendered; to your nonor and amity." Fraser an- 
swered that he should be -emulous to follow his example 
in all things, and to abide by his agreements with the 
Southron governor. He then, by Wallace^s desire, re- 
tired to prepare the army for the departure of their com- 
mander ; and, much against his own 'will, to call out the 
escort that was to attend him to Stirling. ^' It is right," 
added Wallace, " that I should pay every respect ro the 
tribunal of mv country j and with regard to this small 
eeremonial of a guard I deem it proper to submit to the 
ordinance of its rulers." 

When the marshal^ of the army read to the officers and 
lien the orders of the regent, that they must obey Sir 
Simon Fraser instead of bir William Wallace, who was 
summoned to Stirling on a charge of treason, A word- 
less consternation seized on one part of the troops and 
as violent an indignation agitated the other to tumult. 
The brave Scots who had followed the chief of Ellers- 
lie from tlje first hour of his appearing as a patriot in 
arms, could'not brook this aspersion upon their leader^s 
honor ;- and had it not been for the vehement e>d)orta- 
tions of the no less incensed, though more moderate 
Sciymgeour and Ramsay, they would have arisen in in- 
stant revolt. -However, they would not be withheld from 
immediately quitting the field and marching directly to 
Wallace's tent. He was conversing with Edwin when 
they arrived, and in some measure ne had broken th^ 
shock to him of so dishonoring a charge on his friend, by 
bis being the fii^t to communicate it. In vain Edwin 
etrore to guess who could be the invmitor of so dire a 
fidsehood aj^ainst the truest of Scots ; and he awakened 
that alarm m Wallace for Bruce which could not be eli- 
cited ibr binMelf, by suggesting that perhaps some iati* 
Biation htd been given to the most amntkmf of *^ 
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thanei vttpeotiag the vabmi of tkeir riffhtfiil priaee. 
''And yet/^ reCuraed Wallace, " I cannot anogetlier««|l^ 
poae that, for even their deairei of aelf aggrandizement 
coidd not torture mj ahare in Brace's restoration to his 
coua^ into any thing like treason ; our friend's riffhte 
are^too undisputed for that : and all I should dread by a 
premature discoverjr of his being in Scotland, would he 
secret machinations against his life. There are men in 
this land who might attempt it ; and it is our duty, my 
dear £Id win, to suffer death upon the rack rather than 
betray our knowledge of him. But," added he with a 
nnile, ''we need not disturb ourselyes with such thoughts^ 
for the Regent is in our prince's confidence, and did this 
accusation relate to him, he would not on such a plea 
have arraigned me as a traitor.'' 

Edwin aeain revolved in his mind the nature of the 
charge ana who' the villain could be who had made it, 
and at last suddenly recollecting the knight of the green 
plume, he asked if it were not possible that as that stran- 
ger had sedulously kept himself from being known, he 
might not be a traitor ? '^1 must confess to you," con- 
tinued Edwin, " that this knight, who ever appeared to 
dislike your closest friends, seems to me the most prob> 
able instigator of this mischief, and is perhaps the author 
of the strange failure of communication between yeu and 
Bruce ! Accounts have not arrived even since BiothweU 
went, and that is more than natural." 

Wallace changed color at this last suggestion, but 
merely replied, " a few hours Will decide your suspicion, 
for I shall lose no time in confronting my en^ny." " I 
go with you," said Edwin, " for never while I live will I 
consent to lose sight of my dearest friend !" 

It was at this moment that the tumultuous noise of the 
Laaerkers was heard without: The* whole band rushed 
into the tent ; and Stephen Ireland, who was foremost, 
raising his voice above the rest, exclaimed, " The^ are 
the traitors, my lord, who would accuse you ! It is de- 
termined by our corrupted Thanes, that Scotland shall 
be sacrificed, and you are to be made the £rst victim ! 
Think they then that we will obey such panricide^I Lead 
tts on, thou only worthy of the name of Recent, and we 
will hurl these usurpers from their thrones !'^ 
, This demand was reiterated by every man piesentj 
wae echoed by those who surrounded the tent. TJw 



THE acoTTsm cmBfB; lai 

BollwvdtonaiMlRanMj'troUofireiilfadjocMd the am 
of Laaerk $ aod the mvtiiiy against the oidera of tke 
regent becwne general. Waluce walked outing the 
open field » and niounting his hone, rode forth amongat 
them. At sight of him the air retounded with their lis- 
clamatipns, ud they ceased not to proclaim him their om^ 
ly leader, till taking off his helmet and stretching out hie 
arm to them in token of silence they became profoundly 
still. '' My friends and brother soldiers," cried he, ** as 
yott value the honor of William Wallace, for this once 
yield to him implicit obedience.'' '' For ever V shout- 
ed the Bothweli-men. *' We will never obey any oth- 
er I" rejoined his faithful Lanerkers, and with an increas* 
ed uproar they demanded to be led to Stirling. His ex- 
tended hand again stilled the storm, and he resumed : 
" You shall go with me to Stirling but as my friends only, 
never as the enemies of the Regent of Scotland. I am 
charged with treason : it is his duty to try me by the 
lawe oi my country ; it is mine to submit to the inquisi- 
tion. — I fear it not, and I invite you to accompany me ; 
not to brand me with infamy by passing between my now 
darkened honor and the light of justice ^ not to avenge an 
iniquitous sentence passed on a guiltless man ; but to 
my acouittal ; and in that, my triumph over them who 
tuottgn my breast strike at a greater than I.'' 

At this mild pemuasive every upraised sword dropped 
before him^ in token of obedience ; and Wallace tumiii||- 
his horse into the path which led towards Stirling, his 
men, with a. silent aeterminatioh to share the &te oftheir 
master, fell into regular marching order and followed 
him. Edwin, confounded at the present situation of his 
ungratefully suspected friend, rode by his side as much 
wondering at the unafiected composure with which he 
su«l6uned such a weight of insult, as at the Regent who 
CQ«id be so unjust to tried virtue as to lay it upon him. 

At the west of the camp the detachment appointed to 
guard Wallace to Stirling came up with him. — It was 
with difficulty that Fraser could find an ofiicer who. would 
cmmnand it $ and he ^ho did at last consent, appeared 
befose his prisoner with downcast eyes, seeming rather 
the culpiit than the guard. Wallace observing nis con- 
fimion^ said a few gracious words to Mm ; and the officer 
mosB oveicome by^ this than he could have been with his 
repioaehes, burst into team and retired into the lear p^ 
hiM men. 
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' WmBtoe entered on the cane of Stirliaky that aeene 
«f hb many yiotores, apd beheld ita northern horiiott 
white with tent8.-^A few miles beyond the Canon nn 
enned troop, headed fay young Iiord Fife the son of him 
who fell at Falkirk, and the henUda of the regent, met 
^in^. — Officera aroointed for the purpose had apprized 
the abthanes of Wallace having left Berwick ; and know* 
Ing by the same means, all his movements, this caval* 
cade was ready to hold his followers in awe and to con- 
duct him without opposition to Stirling. In case it ahoald 
he insufficient to auell the spirit of the brave Lanerkera, 
er to intimidate nim who had never yet been made to 
feat by mortal man, t;he regent having summoned all the 
▼assals of the various seigniories of Cummin, had plant- 
ed them in battle array before the walls of Stirling. But 
whether they were friends or foes, was equally indii!e> 
rent to Wallace, for secure in his own integrity, he went 
as confidently to this trial as to a triumph. In either case 
he should demonstrate his fidelity to Scotland ; and thoush 
inwardly marvelling at such a panoply of war being call- 
ed out to induce him to comply with so simple an act 
of obedience to the laws, he met the heralds of the regent 
with as much ease as if they had been coming to con- 
gratulate him on the cajHtulation, the ratification of which 
be brought in his hand. 

By his order his faithful followers, who took a pride in 
obeying with the most scrupulous strictneaa the injunc- 
tions <» their now deposed commander, encamped under 
Sir Alexander Scrymgeour and Ramsay nees Balloch- 

Eich, to the northw^t of the castle. It was then night, 
the morning at an early hour Wallace, attended 
by Edwin, was summoned liefore the council in the ci- 
tadel. 

On his re-entrance into that room which he had left 
the dictator of the kingdom, when every knee bent and 
every head bowed to his supreme mandate he found not 
ope who even greeted his appearance with the com- 
monest ceremony Of courtesy. Badenoch the regent sat 
upon the throne, pale, and with evident aymptoma of be- 
Uig yet an invalid. The Lords of Athol and Buchan, and 
the numerous chiefii of the clans of CumisBin, were sealed 
en his right : on his left were arranged the Earls ef F^ 
end Lorn, Lord Seutia and every Seettidi heron ntfbmw 
'^ had ftt toy tSsw afaowB hinuelf hostile to WaUftec; 
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otiMn. who were ef easy ftitli to e tele ef maUct, eel 
with tkem ; end the rest of the eMembly wae iSM vp 
with men of better families than penooal feme, and 
whom names swelled a catalogue withoat adding any 
tree importance to the side on which they appeared. A 
few, and those a very few, who respected Wallaee, were, 
pdreseat, and they, not bflcaose they were sent for, (great 
care having been taken not to summon his friends) but 
in cmiaeqUence of a rumor of the charge havins reach* 
ed them ; and these were the Lords Lennox and Loch- 
awe, with Kirkpatrick and two or three chieftains firm 
the western Highlands. None of them had arrived till 
within a few minutes of the council being opened, and 
Wallace was entering at one door as they appeared at 
the other. 

At sight of him a low whisper buzzed through the hall, 
and a marshal took the plumed bonnet from his hand, 
which out of respect to the nobility of Scotland, he had 
raised from his head at his entrance. The man then 
preceding him to a spot directly in front of the throne, 
aaid, in a voice which declared the reluctance with which 
he uttered' the words, ** Sir William Wallace, being 
charged with treason, by an ordinance of Fergus the first, 
yon must tioAd uncovered before the representative dh 
the majesty of Scotland until that loyalty is proved which 
will again restore you to a seat amongst her faithful be* 

XOBS." 

Wallace, with the same equanimity as that with which 
he woold have mounted the regal chair, bowed his head 
to the marshal in token of acquiescence: But Edwin* 
whose indication was re-awakened at this exclusion of 
hie friend uom the privilege of his birth, said something 
ao warm to the marshal that Wallace in a low voice wae 
obliged to check his vehemence by a declaration that il 
wae his determination, (however obsolete the custom 
•ad revived in his case only) to submit himself in eveiy 
leepect to whatever was exacted of him by the lafws or 
his conntiT, 

On I/ien-awe and Lennox i>beerving him stand thw 
before the bonnetted and seated chiefs, (a streteh of ma* 
geeterial preregattve which had not been exercised for 
■nay a century by any bat a kingj they Umk off their 
e^M, aad bowing to Wallace, rcneed to occimy theiff 
M tha bMohet white the defeadar of SovOaml 
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siodd. Kiikpttrick drew eagerly towaida him ud tteow* 
ih^ dewH bis caaqiie and sword at bis feet, cried in a lend 
YOiee, ** Lie there till the pnl^ tme man in all this land 
commands me to take ve np m bis defence. He aloae 
had courage to look tne Southrons in the face and -to 
drive their king over the borders, while his presetft ac* 
cusers skulked in their chains !** Wallace regarded thie 
ebullition from the heart of the honest veteran with a 
look that was eloquent to all. He would have animated- 
ly praised such an instance of fearless gratitude exmes* 
sea to another, and when it was directed to himself, his 
ingenuous soul showed what he felt in every feature of 
his beaming countenance. 

**U it thus, .presumptuous knight of EUerslie ?" cried 
Soulis, " that by your looks you dare to encourage con- 
tumely to the hotd Regent and his peers t" Wallace did 
not deign him an answer, but turning calmly towards the 
throne, " Representative of my king!" said he, ''in duty 
to the power whose authority vou wear, I have obeyed 
your summons and I here await the appearance of the' 
accuser who has had the hardihood to brand the name of 
William Wallace with disloyalty to prince or people.'^ 

The regent was embarrassed.— He did not suner his 
eyes to meet those of Wallace, but he looked from side to 
side in manifest confhsion during this address ; and when 
it ended, without a reply to the chief, he turned to Lord 
Athol and called on him to open the charge. Athol ire- 
quired not a second summons : he rose immediately, and 
in a bold and positive manner accused Wfdlace of havinff 
been won over by Philip of France to sell those rights of 
sQpremacv to him whicn, with a feigned patriotism, hie 
•word had wrested from the grasp of England. For this 
treachery Philip was to endow him with the BOvereign!^l . 
of Scotland ; and as a pledge of compact he had invijeatedT 
him with the principality of Gascony in France. ^^ This 
is the ffround-work of nis treason,'' continued Athol, 
'' but the catastrophe is yet to be cemented by our blood, 
— I have seen a list in his own hand-writingj m which are 
the names of those chiefs whose lives are to pave his way 
to the throne.'' 

At this peint of the chaige, Edvrin wroogbt up b»» 
yond longer forbearance, sprang forward, but Wailaoe 
pereeiTteg the intent of hia movement caught him )yy 
the arm, and by a lookiemiaded hia of his nosttHy m-^ 

'^tsd ftnifSirTsniMif to kssn 
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^'Fnidaee ike liit," craod Lord LBannc/' no eridsiicie 
that does not bring prooft to our eyes, ought to hare Any 
weight with ns against thtf man who hu bled in eyrerr 
vein for Scotland/' ** It shall be brought to your eyes/' 
.returned Athol ; ''that and other damning proofs, shial 
«on?inoe this too credulous country of Ks Ion(^ abused 
confidence/' <*1 see them now !*' cried Kirkpatrick; who 
had frowningly listened to Athol -, " the alnisers of n^ 
, «oanti^'B confidence betray themselves at this moment^ 
by their eagerness to impeach her' friend ; and I pray 
hieaven that before they mislead others in so black ^ con- 
spiracy, the lie in their throats may choke its inventors'/' 
'' We all know/' cried Athol, taming on Kirkpitrick, 
'^ to whom you belong. — ^You were bought with the hor- 
rid grant to mangle the body of the slain Cressingham ; 
a d^d which has brought a stigma on the Scottish name 
sever to be erased but by the immolation of its perpetra- 
tors. For this savage triumph did you sell yourself to 
William Wallace : and a bloody champion would you al- 
wajrs prove of a most secretly murderous master V^ 

'* Hear you this, and bear it ?" cried Kirkpatrick an4 
Edwin in one breath and grasping their d^gers ; Edwin's 
the next moment flashed in nls hand. ''Seize them*/' 
cried Athol, ** my life is threatened by his myrmidontf." 
Two marshals instantly approached to put the order in 
execution ; but Wallace wno had hitherto stood in silent 
digAity allowing his calumniator to disgorge all his venom 
before he coulacondescend to point out to them who ne- 
ver ought to have suspected him, where the poison lay, 
now turned to the men, and witn that tone of justice 
which had ever commanded from his lips, he bade them 
forbear : '' Touch these knights at your pieril, marshals!" 
Mdd he, " No man in this chamber is above the laws $ and 
they protect every Scot who resents unjust aspersione 
upon his own character, or irrelevant and prejudicing at- 
tacks on that of an arraigned friend. It is before th uma- 
jestyofthe law that I now standi but were injury to 
amrp its place, not all the Lords in Scotland should de- 
taiii joe a ipoment in a scene so unworthy of my conn- 
try." The marshals retreated ; for they had been ae- 
cnstomed to resard with implicit deference the opinion of 
Sm^ William Wallace on the laws ^ and though he now 
stood in the light of their violator, yet memory bore tes- 
timony that he had alwayg xtfA tnm aright nd io y 
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hem-Mi mrtoL mffieund to m»ke tfacm the gQid» of 'hit 
actWBs. 

Athol WW tfafti none ia the aflMmbl;jr had couirage to 
enforce this act of Iwi violeiiee, and blazing with fuij he 
powed his whole wrath upon Wallace 5 — '* Imperious, 
arrogant traitor !'' cried he, " this presumption only deep- 
ens our impression of your guiit ! — Demean younwif with 
more reyerence to this august court, or expect to be sen- 
tenced in the proof which such insolence amply gives *, 
we require no qther to proclaim your domineenns spirit, 
and at once to condemn you as the premeditated tyrant 
of our land." — ^^ Lord Athol," replied Wallace, *' wbat is 
Just, I would say in the face of all the courts iu Christen- 
dom. It is not in the power of man to make me silent 
when I see the laws of my country outraged and my 
countrymen oppressed, though I may submit ray own 
cheek to the blow, I will not permit theirs to share the 
stroke. I have answered you, Earl, to this point 5 and I 
am ready to hear vou to the end." 

Athol resumed! — " I am not your only accuser, proud- 
ly confident man ; you shall see one whose truth cannot 
be doubted, and whose first glance will bow that haugh- 
ty q>irit and cover that bold front with the livery of shame ! 
my lord," cried he, turning to the regent, " 1 shall bring 
a most illustrious witness before you ; one who will prove 
on oath that it was the intention of this arch hypocrite, 
this angler for women's hearts, this perverter ol mien's 
understandings, before another moon to bury deep, in 
blood the very people whom he now insidiously amscts 
to protect 1. But to open your and the nation's eyes at 
once f to overwhelm him with his fate j I now call forth 
the evidence," 

The marshalls opened a door in the side of the hall and 
led a l^y forward habited in regal splendor and cover- 
ed froni head to foot with a veil of so transparent a tex- 
ture., that her costly .apparel and majestic contour were 
dir*:.?ct]y seen. She was conducted to a chair that was 
elevated on a tapestried platform at a few paces from 
where Wallace stood. On her being seated the regent 
rose and in a tremulous voice addressed her, — 

" Joanna, countess of Stratheam and Mat, and prin- 
cess of the Orkneys, we abjure the by thy princely .dig- 
nity i and in the name of the King of Kings, to hear a 
just witness to the truth or falsehood of the chaii^es of 
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treaion and conspirteT now brooght nmitMt. Sir WiUiam 
Wallace.'' 

The name of hw acciner made Wallace atait : and the 
flight of her unbluahing (ace, fbr she threw aside her Teil 
iae moment she was addreiised, overspread his cl^eek 
with a tinge of that shame for her which she was new too 
haidened in determined crime to feel herself. Edwin 
gazed at her in speechlera horror, while she, casting a 
glance on Wallace in which the full purpose of her sonl 
was declared, turned with a more softened though majes- 
tic air to the regent and spoke. — 

" My lord I" said she, " you see before yoQ a woman 
who never knew what it was to feel a self reproachful 

ging till an evil hour brought her to receive an obligation 
om that insidious, treacherous num. But as my first 
|>assion has ever been the love of my country, I will prove 
It to this good assembly by making before them the con- 
fession of what was once my heart's weakness : and by 
that candour, I trust they will fully honor the rest of my 
narrative." 

A clamor, of approbation resounded through the hall. 
Lennox and Loch-awe looked on each other with amaze- 
ment. Kirkpatrick, recollecting the scenes at Dumbar- 
ton, exclaimed — ** Jezabel \" — but the ejaculation was 
lost in the general burst of applause ; and the countess, 
after having cast down her eyes with affected sensibility, 
again lookra up and resumed. 

'' I am not to tell you my lord, that Sir William Wal- 
lace released the late Earl of Mar and myself from 
Southron captivity at Dumbarton and in this citadel. Our 
deliverer was what you see him ; fraught with attractions 
which he too successfully directed against the peace of a 
young woman, married to a man of paternal years. 
While to all the rest of the world he seemed to conse- 
crate ^himself to the memory of his murdered wife, to 
me alone he unveiled his impassioned heart. I revered 
my nuptial vow too sincerely to listen to him with the 
complac'ency he wished : but, I blush to own that his 
tears, his agonies of love, his youthful graces, and the 
virtues I believed he possessed, (for well he knows to as- 
sume !) co-operating with mv anient gratitude, wrought 
such a change in my breast that I became wretched : no 
guilty wish was there ; but an admiration of him, a pity 
whicA uiidenained my health, and left me Btiiwrable ! 
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ftit«d« Irim to-MpiRMch me. I tried to wrest him fiosl 
my memory ; and nearlj had succeeded, when I was in* 
Ibnned by my late husband** -nephew, the youth who 
BOW ataiias beside, Sir William Wallace, that he was re* 
turned under an assumed name from France. Then I 
leared that aH my inward Btrug|le8 were to recommence. 
i had once conquered myseii : for, abhorring the en^ 
•tmB|fement of my thoughts firom my wedded lord dur- 
ing his life, on his death I had, in penance for my invol- 
-antary crime, refused Sir William Wallace my hand. 
His re-appeamce filled me with tumults which only 
they who would sacrifice all they prize to a sense of duty 
can know. Edwin Ruthven left me at Hunting-tower. 
That Tery evening, as I was walking alone in the garden, 
I was surprised hy the sudden approach of an armra man. 
He tiirew a scarf over my head to prevent my 8creama> 
but I fkinted with terror. He then took me from the gar- 
den by the way he had entered^ and placing me on a 
horse before him, galloped with me whither T know not ! 
but on my recovery I found myself in a chamber with^an 
dd woman standing beside me, and the same warrior, 
-who was dressed in green armor with his visor so closed 
that I could not see his face. On nay expressing alarm 
at mr situation he addressed me in French, tellins me 
4hat ne had provided a man to carry an excuse to Hunt- 
ing-tower wnich would prevent all pursuit ; and thefn he 
put a letter into my hand which he said be brought trom 
^ir William Wallace. Anxious to know what he intend- 
ed by this act ; and believing that a man who had sworn 
to im such devoted love could not seriously premeditate 
lurther outrase I broke the seal, and as nearly as I can 
recollect read to this efiSsct': 

** That his passion was so imperious that he vras de» 
termined to make me his even m spite of the sublime 
sentiments of female purity which, while they tortured 
him, rendered me dearer in his eyes. He told me that aii 
he had often read in my downcast blushes the sympathy 
which my too severe virtue made me conceal, — ^he would 
now wrest me from my cheerless widowhood ; and hav- 
ing nothing in reality to reproach myself with, compel 
me to be happy. His friena, the only confident of nin 
love, had broimt me to a spot whence I could not fly. : 
there I -should remain till he could leave the army for a 
f«w dayv; wtui, <ht throwing ImaM oa mj ooopMiioa 
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iHd tendmieM,) reoeiTe him $m Um moit ftithfiil df tor- 
tn, th0 fimdeit of hntbaadt. 

" This letter/' coiitiiitted the Covntess, <'wu foU«w«d 
fay maay others, and suffice it tony, thai the latent af« 
wctioa in nqr heart and his eabduing love, were too pQw« 
oful advocates in his cauae. How bis letters were farooght 
1 knew not, but they were duly bvoiight to me by the old 
waman who remained firm against answering me any quae* 
tiona. She Ukewiae carried away my perhaps too rood re« 
plies. At last thekatght of the green plume re-appeared.'* 
" Prodigious villain r broke ftom the lips of Edwin.— The 
Connteas turned her eyes upon him for a raomeat,^^ and 
then resumed : " He waa the warrior who had bmrne me 
from Honting«tower, and from that hour until the period 
I now apeak of, I bad never seen him. He put another 
packet into my hand, desirinff me toperuae it with atten* 
tion and return Sir William Wallace a verbal anawer by 
him. Yes, waa all he required. I retired to open it, and 
what waa my horror when I read a perfect developement 
of the treasona for which he ia now brought to accoont ! 
By acme mist^e of my character he had conceived me to 
be ambiticma, and knowing himpelf master of ray heart, he 
&Bcied himself lord of my conscience alao. lie wrote, 
that until he saw me he bad no other end in hia exertion* 
for Scotland than her rescue from a foreign yoke ; but, 
added he, from fke moment in wkieh I firtt behdd my 
adored Joamna, I atpired to pUuea crown on. her bromt 
He then told me that he did not deem the time of it*' 
presentation to him on the carse of Stirling a safe period 
lor its acceptance, neither waa he tempted to nm the riak 
of maintaining an unsteady throne when I was not firiee 
to enjoy it ; Imt since the death of Lord Mar, every wish,: 
every hope waa re-awakened, and he had determined to> 
become a king. — ^Philip of France had made aecret art»*i 
cles with him to this end. He was to hol4 Scotland of 
hira. — And to make the surrender of his countrv's liber- 
ties sure to Philip, and the sceptre to himself ana his pos-j 
terity, he attempted to perauaae me that there would be< 
no crijBBe in deatroying tne chiefs whoae namea he enrol* 
led in thia list. The pope, he added, woidd absolve m*. 
for a tnoMgresaiott dictated by love, and on oar bridal day 
be proposed that the deed ahould be dene.— He weuld in- 
vite all tfaeae lords to a feaat, and pelMn er the dagger 
■hwiM awwi toy them at hia fi»et. 
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' <' So iiBp&m ft prapoMl immediately netored n* to 
mjrwlf. My love at once tarned to the moat decided ab* 
horrence ; and hastening to the knight of the green 
plume, I told him to carry my resolution to his master, 
that I would never see him more till I should appear as 
his accuser before the tribunal ef his country. The knight 
tried to dissuade me from my purpose, but in vain : and 
becoming alarmed at my threats of the punishment that 
would await himself as the agent of such a treason, a 
sudden remwse seised him, and he confessed to me that 
the scene of his first appearance at Linlithgow was de- 
vised by Wallace who/unknown to all others, had brought 
him over from France as an assistant in schemes not to 
be confided to Scotland's friends. If I would guarantee 
bis life, he offered to take me from the place where 1 waa 
then confined and convey me safe to Stiriing. All be 
asked was, that I would leave every letter behind me, 
and sufier my eyes to be blindfolded. — ^This I consented 
to, but the list I had undesignedly put in my bosom. — My 
bead was again wrapped in a thick veil, and we set out. 
It was very dark, and we travelled long and swiftly till 
we came to a wood. There was no moon nor stars to 

Soint out any habitation.— But I was fatigued ; my con- 
uctor persuaded me, and I dismounted to take rest. I 
slept beneath the trees. In the morning when I awoke, I 
in vain looked round for the knight and called him \ he 
was gone, and I saw him no more. I then made the beat 
of my way to Stirling to warn my country of its danger, 
and to unmask to the world the direst hypocrite that ever 
prostituted the name of virtue." 

The Countess ceased ^ and a hundred voices broke out 
at once, pouring invectives on the murderous ambition 



of Sir William Wallace, and invoking the regent to 
some Mgnal condemnation on so monstrous a crime. In 
vain Kirkpatrick thundered forth all that was in his in- 
difpant soul ; he was unheard in the eeneral tumult : but 
going up to the Countess, he accused her to her face of 
ingratitude and falsehood and charged her with a design, 
fimn some really treasonable motive, to destroy the only 
Miie hope of her country. 

<' And will you not speak V* cried Edwin, in agony of 
spirit, clasping WaUaoe's aim, " vrill yon not speak, be^ 
Mio tiMse nngnteiol men aball dam to bfand ifonr over 
iMBond BUM with in&nj ?«»lfik« yovNlf be bMid, 
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my nohlMt (Mefed ! 'and cimfote tb«A wkijced wonum, wbo 
too mirely has proved -what I saapected, that thia knight 
came to be a traitor/' << I will speak, my Edwin/' r^ 
turned WaUace, '* at the proper ipoment, bat not in tMa 
lumnlt of my enemies. — Rely on it that your friend will 
sidMnit to no nnjost decwe/' 

" Where is this knight of the green plume t" cried 
Lennox, who was almost startled in his opinion of Wal> 
lace by the conwstency of the Ckiuntess's narrative ; "No 
vaxxk of dishonor shall be passed on Sir William Wal- 
lace without the strictest scrutiny. Let the mysterious 
stranger be found and confronted with Lady Stratheam." 
NotwithstandiDg the Earl's insisting on impartial justice 
she perceived the doubt in his countenance, and e^r to 
maintain her advantage, she replied — ** The knight 1 (ear 
haa fled beyond our search, but, that I may not want a 
witness to corroborate the love I once felt R>r this arch 
hypocrite, and consequently the sacrifice I must have 
made to loyalty in thus unveiling him to the world, I call 
upon you. Lord Lennox, to say whether you did not ob> 
serve at Dumbarton castle the state of my too grateful 
heart \" 

. Lennox, who well remembered her conduct in the cit- 
adel of that fortress, hesitated to answer, aware that his 
reply would substantiate a guilt which he now feared waa 
but too stronsly made manifest. Every ear hun^ on hia 
answer. Wallace saw what was passing in his mmd, and 
determined to allow all men to show what was in their 
hearts towards him and justice, beftNre he would interrupt 
them with his defence, he looked towards the Earl and 
said, " Do not hesitate, mv lord, speak all that you know 
or think of me. Could the deeds of my life be written 
on yon bhie vault.'' added he, pointfng to the heavena, 
". and my breast laid open for men to scan, I should be 
content : for then I snould be known to Scotland as I 
am to my Creator, and the evidence which now makes 
even friendship doubt, would meet the reception due to 
calumny." 

Lord LeoBoz ftlt the last remark, and filled with re- 
morse for having for a moment credited an^ thing againat 
the frank apirit which gave him this permission^ he re- 
pliedy '' To Lady Stratheam'a (|ueation I miat answiar, 
that at Dnmbarton I did peroeive her prafereaee of Sir 
WUIiHa Wallace, hatla«T«aanF«ajtliiB« in'lua ' 
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^rtfrnnt the idea tint it ttu leeiiireeil. An^ yet, w«rt If 
even «>^ that bears nothing te the point of tie Oodnteas^ 
•eeuntionj and notwithatandimr herprinRly rank and 
iHi deference all woold pay to the widow of Lord Bfkr, 
We cannot as tme Scots relinquish onr fkith in a man who 
Bas so eminently served his cottiftry, to a single witness.** 
' ** No V cried. Loch-awe, " if -the knight of the green 
plnme be above ground^ he shall be bronffht before this 
ftribnnal. He alone can be the traitor; and must have de* 
oetved the Countess by this device against Sir William 
WaUace." << No. no!" interrupted she, "^I read the 
wIh^ in his^own nand writing : and this list of the ba* 
RMM condemned by him to die, will fuller evince hisffuilt ) 
even your name, too generous Earl, is in the horrid cat- 
atlogue.'' — ^As she spoke she rose eagerly to hand him the 
aeroll. 

** Let me now speak, or stab me to the heart," hastily 
whispered Edwin to Jiis friend. Wallace did not with- 
h<rfd nim, for he guessed what would be the remark of 
his ardent soul. ** Hear that woman V* cried the vehe-' 
dient youth to the regent, '* and say whether -she noNv 
qpeaks the language of one who bad'ever loved the vir- 
t«ies of Sir William Wallace ? Were she innocent of ma- 
lice towards the deliverer of Scotland, would she not 
have rejoiced in Lord Loch-aWe's suroosition that the 
green knight was the traitor?— And if tnat scroll she has 
nowffiven into the hand of his lordship be too nicely fbr- 
ged for her to detect its not being indeed the hand writ- 
ing of the noblest of men, would she not have shown 
some sorrow, at least, at being obliged to maintain the 
ffoilt of one she professes once to have lovc^ ? — But here 
ner malice has overstepped her art; and after having 

{»romoted the success of ner tale by so cunningly ming- 
ing truths of no moment with falsehoods of capitid im- 
port, that in acknowledging the one we seem to grant the 
other, she fslls into her own siAire, and even a boy, as 
yea see, can disoem that however vile the green knl^t 
mav be, she shares his wickedness \" 

While Edwin spoke Lady Stratheara's eountenance 
UBderwent a thousand changes ; twice she attempted to 
rise and interrupt him, but Sir Roger Kirkpatrick having 
fixed his ^<es on her with a menacinff determination to 
prevent bar, she foond herself obliged' to remain quiea- 
P^ oCa i(ewly e»nt«d fear &t WaHsce bid «otf- 
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Med to btc Ji«fihew'tlie laitiemie in his lest, die itaftod 
up M he aeatofld to panae, and with sMuaied miMni— 
4uniin addressing the regent, said, that before the woide 
of UT IbllowerdTWallai^ could sink into imnartial minds 
•he thought it iast'so inform the council of toe infatuated 
attachment of jEIdwin Ruthven to the acouMd, and she 
concluded by asierting that she had ample canse lor 
knowing that the hoy was so bewitched by the comman- 
der who had flattered his youthful vanity by loading him 
with the distinctions only due to approved imlour in man* 
Ikood, that be was ready at any time to sacrifice every 
coniftderation of truth, reamm, and duty, to please Sir 
William Wallace, 

" That may be, lady,'' said Lord Loch^we, interrupt- 
ing her, " but as I know no occasion in which it is pos- 
sible for Sir William Wallace to falsi^ the troth, 1 caU 
uDttn him, in justice to himself and to nit country, to re- 
ply to three questions !'' Wallace bowed to the ven- 
erable earl, and be proceeded — ** Sir William Wallace, 
are you guilty of a charge brought anainst you of a de* 
smn to mount the throne of Scotland by means of the 
king of France?'' 

Wallace replied, ''I never dengned to mount the 
throne of Scotland either by my own means, or by any 
other man's." 

Loch-awe proceeded, ** Was this acroll, containing the 
names of certain Scottiih chiefii noted down for ssmHsin- 
ation, written by vou, or under vour connivance ?" 

" I never taw the scroll, nor neaid of the scroll, until 
this hour. And harder than death is the pang at ray heart 
when a Scottish chief finds it necessary to tSk me such a 
^piestion regarding any individuak of a people, to save 
«ven the least of whom, he has ever seen me ready to risk 
my life!" 

** Another question," replied Loch-awe, " and then, 
bravest of men, if your country acquits you not in thought 
nnd deed, Campbell of Looh-awe sits no more smoa^ 
its judges ! — What is your knowledge of the knight of 
the green plume, that you should intrust him^ in prefer- 
ence to any Scottish friend. With your wishes respecting 
the Countess of Btratheam ?" 

Wallace's answer was brief, ** I never had any 



napecting the wife or widow of my friend the £arl of 
ihr that! did aoiinimut to every chieftain ia te e^»»^ 
Vol. m. ^^ G 
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taAJiMie witbea weat no fiiflbh«r<th8B for faer MfTaty. >AM 
'to knre, that is a passion I shall know no moro ; and Imp 
dy Strathearn can a]one say what is the end she aims at 
hy. ittfibattng feelings to me, with regaidto her, which I 
never conoeived and words which 1 never uttered. Like 
this pasaion, with which she says she inspired me,'' ad»- 
ded he, turning his eyes steadily on her £m», " was the 
itnight of the sreen plume \ You are all acquainted witli 
the manner of nis introduction to xne at Linlithgow ; yon 
«U know, with the account that he then gave of himMlf, 
' «8 mueh of him as I did, till on the night that he left me 
«t Berwick— and then I found him, Ul^ this story of La- 
dy Strathearn, all a &ble." 

- ^ Name him,on your knighthood T' exclaimed Buchan. 
** for yet he shall bte brought to support the veracity or 
my illustrious kinswoman and fully to unmask to the 
world his insidious scecnnplice i" 

''Your kinswoman, £^1 Buchan*'' refdied Wallace, 
'* eaa best answer you that question.'' 

Lord Athol approached the regent with an inflamed 
ooonlenance ana whispering something in his ear, this 
unworthy representative of the generous Bruce roseim- 
fliiedtately from kis seat and said, ". Sir William Wallace 
|fiMi have replied to the questions of iond Loch-awe, but 
where are your witnesses to prove that what you have 
flpoken is the truth V 

' Wallace for a moment was struck with aunirise at the 
tone and words of this addrasa firmn a man who, wlAte»> 
(sr might be demanded of him in the fulfilment of faia 
office, he had believed to be not only his friend hut, by 
Jtfao confidence reposed in him both by Bruce and hira^ 
eelf, folly aware of the impossibility of these all^atiom 
lueiiig true. But Wallace now saw with an efe thst 
pierced through the souls of the whole assembly, and 
wi|h collected firmness be replied, — '' My wttnessee are 
in the bosom of every Scotsman.'^ 

'' I cannot find them in mine," interrupted ^tboL--*- 
** Nor in mine !'' was echoed from various parti of the 
lialL 

** iavaiidaie the facts brought against vou Inr something 
nore than this rhetorical appeal,'' added the Regeai^ 
** elie, Ilear, the sentence or the law mwk be pnsed oa 
ioeli a taoit acknowledgment of gnilt.^' . 
.^ •^^'oluMnrMgmeiit of notit F «ried WaUwMi iWHk 4 
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JbaA «f go^lilt^ indtgimtion nflimiBff ftis mMe 4»raw, 
.<<If any one of the chieftaiiui who have juat fpokea, 
knew toe beat of an honest heart, they would not have 
declared that they heaxd no voice proclaim the integrity 
of WiUiam Wallace. Let them then reeoUect the carae 
of Stirling, where I refused the crown which my accna- 
er alleges I would yet obtain by blood. Let them re- 
member the banks of the Clyde, where I rejected the 
Scottish throne offered me by Edward ! Let these fkcta 
bear witness for me, and if they be insufficient, look on 
Scotland now for the third time rescued by my amr from 
the erasp of an usurper and made entirely free ! — ^That 
scroll locks the door of the kingdom upon her enemies.'' 
As he spoke he threw the capitulation of Berwick npon 
the table. It seemed to strike a pause into the mtnda of 
the lords ; they gazed with pallid countenances and with- 
out a word, on the parchment where it lay, and he pro- 
ceeded — " If my actions that you know, do not convince 
jou of my integrity, then believe the unsupported evi- 
dence of words, the tale of a woman, whose myttvry, 
were it net for the memory of the honorable man whose 
name she once bore, I would publicly unravel :--BeIiev6 
lierj and leave Wallace nought of^his country to re^ 
member, but that he has served it, and that it i« unjust {** 
** Noblest of Scots V* cried Loch-awe coming towardf 
liim, ** did your accuser come in the shape of an angel 
of light, etill we should believe your life in preference 
to her testimony, for God himself speaks on your side : 
Mfy wervmnUf he declares, ye Mhall know by their fruiU ! 
And has not yoars been peace to Scotland, and good will 
to all men ?- ' ** They are the labyrinthian folds of this 
hypocrisy !" cried Athol, alarmed at the awe-struck 
looks of most of the assembly. " They are the baits by 
which he cheats fools !'' re-echoed Soulis. ** They are 
enares which shall catch us no more \" was now the 
general exclamation 5 and in proportion to the transitory 
respect which bad made them bow though but fbr a mo- 
ment to virtue,->-they now vociferated their contempt 
both of Wallace and this his last ackievement. Kira- 
patriek inflamed with rage, first at the manifbat deter* 
mination to misjudge his commander, and then at the 
contumeW with which their envy affected to treat htn, 
fiirew off dl reattaint and with ttie bitteraeaa of hia rs^ 
fffMiiM iliU mom ihommmI tlit jialewf •f -Hm M^ 
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and lu^gflMatod the timnlt LeimoK, tsiii^ Attomfi&BV 
to make kimaelf heard, drew towafda Wallace, hepingbf 
that novemeBt, at leact to ahow on whdM side he thov^t 
jnatice lav. . At thia moment, while the uproar raged wiiU 
redooUed clamoor, demanding that sentence should in- 
■tantly be passed upon the traitor, the door huret open, 
■ad tiothwell covered with dust and followed hy a throng 
of armed knights, rushed into the centre of the hall. 

" Who is it Tou arraign 1" cried the young chief, look* 
ing indiKnantiy around him $ ** Is it not your deliverer 
you would destroy 7 The Romans could not pass sen- 
tence on the guilty Manilius in sight of the capital he 
had preserved ; but you, worse than heathens, bnng your 
benefactor to Uie scene of his victories, and there con- 
demn him for serving you too well ! Has he not plucked 
you this third time out of the fumaoe that would have 
consumed you 1 And yet in this hour you woujd sacrifice 
him to the disappointed passions of a woman ! Falsest of 
thv sex !" cried he, turning to the dismayed Countess, 
who, before seated in anticipated triumph, now ahrunk 
before the penetrating eyes of Andrew Murrey ;— *' Po 
I not know thee ? Have I not read thine unfemmine, thy 
vindictivta heart f You would destroy the man yon could 
not seduce! Wallace!'' cried he, '' speak j would not 
this woman have persuaded thee to disgrace the name of 
Mar ? and when my uncle died, did uie not urge you 
to intrigue Cpr ^hat crown which she knew younad so 
loyally declft|ed t" " My errand here,'' answered Wal- 
lace, '" is to wend myself, not to accuse othera. I have 
shown that I iln innocent, and mv judges will not look 
on the proofs/ They obey not toe laws in their judg- 
ment, and whatever may be the decree, I shall not ac- 
knowledge its authority." ^ As he sooke he turned away 
and walked with a firm step out of tne hall. 

His disappearance save the signal for a tumult more 
threatening to the welfare of the state than if the armies 
of Edward had been in the midst of them. It was bro- 
ther against brother, and friend asainst friend. The lords 
Lennox and l^och-awe were vehement against the un- 
fiimess with which Sir William Wallace had been, treat- 
ed. Kirkpatrick declared that no aigum^ts could he 
used with men so devoid of reason ; and words of re* 
proach and raviUng passing between him and Athol and 
Qlteiysivordauwnallaatdnwii. AadwUleBothweU 
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«M loottf deaottBciiig tlM ragest for having tSkmtA any 
emniaation to be pot upon tbe ever fkithfol e&ampMm 
of Scotland, Lady St^hearn leeing iMnolf neglected^ 
and feaifbi that the party of Wallace might at fiit sain 
the aacendency, fiuated away and waa carried out ofthe 
enemUy. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Thx regent, having with difficalty interrupted the 
ierce attack which the enemiea and friends ofwalRice 
made on each other, paw with satisfaction (although se- 
veral ofthe Cummins were maimed and lord Athof him- 
self severely wounded by Kirkpatrick) that none were 
mortally hurt. With horrid menaces the two parties se* 
parated, the one to the regent's apartments, the other to 
the camp of Wallace. 

Lord Bothwell found his friend on the platform before 
his tent, trying to allay the strain whicn was raging in 
the bosoms of his followers against the regent's injustice 
and the ingratitude of the Scottish lords. At the sight of 
Lord Bothwell their clamour to be led instantly to revenge 
the indignity offered to their general, redoubled, and 
Murray, not. less incensed, turning to them, said, " My 
friends, keep quiet (or a few hours and then what honor 
commands we will do." At this assurance th^ retired to 
their quarters, and Bothwell entered with Wallace and 
Edwin into the tent. 

** Before you utter a word concerning the present 
scenes,'' cried Wallace, ** tell me how is the hope of 
Scotland, the only earthly stiller of these horrid tumults V 
" He is ill,'' replied Botnwell, ** after r^aining, by a va« 
lour worthy of his destiny, every fortress north of the 
Forth. As his last and greatest achievement, he made 
himself master of Scone ; but in storming its walls he 
received another wound on his head, and the next day 
was attacked by so virulent a fever that he now lies at 
Hontinff-tower reduced to infant weakness. All this you 
would nave known had you received his letters; but 
doubtless, villany has been here too, for none of yours 
have reached his hands." This intelligence of Bruce 
via a mora mortal blow to WaUace thaaall thai hr ' 
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j«8t suitained in his own peraofa. fie rwiwihwwl niMlf 
but his mind was thronged with thonghts.^— Was ScoU« 
land to be indeed lost ! — Was all tftit he had suffered and- 
achieved, to haT.e been done in vain 5 and should he now 
be&ted to behold her again made a. sacrifice to the iea- 
lousy of her contending nobles ? Bothwell continaed to 
speak, and told him that in consequence of their jvince's 
anxiety to know how the siege of Berwick proceeded, 
(for still no letters arrived from that quarter,) he had set 
off on his return. At Dumfermling he was informed of 
the charee made against Wallace, and turning his steps 
westward, he hastened to give that support to his friend's 
innocence which the malignity of his enemies might 
render necessary. '• The moment I heard how yon were 
beset r continued Bothwell, '^ I despatched a man back 
to lord Ruthven to tell him not to alarm Bruce with such 
tidings, but to bring all the forces which were now use^ 
less in Perthshire, to maintain your honour and riffhts.'^ 
** No force, my dear Bothwell, must be used to hold me 
in a power which will only keep alive a spirit of discord 
in my country. If I dare apply the words of my Divine 
Master, I would say, / came not to bring a fword, but 
peace to the people of Scotland ! Then if they are wea* 
ry of me, let me go. Bruce will recover ', they will ral* 
iy round his standard, and all will be well.'' ** Oh, Wal« 
lace \ Wallace !'' cried Bothwell, '^ the scene I have this 
day witnessed is enough to make a traitor of me. I could 
Ibrswear my insensible country 3 I could immolate its nn* 
grateful chieftains on those very lands which yoor gener- 
ous arm restored to these worthless men !'' He threw 
himself into a seat and leaned his burning fbrehmd 
against his hand.— ^'' Cousin, you declare my senti* 
ments,'' rejoined Edwin ; " my soul can never associate, 
with these sons of Envy. I cannot recoffnize a country- 
man in one of them ; and should Sir William Wallace 
quit a land so unworthv of his virtues, where he goes, I 
will go; his asylum snail be my country, and Edwin 
Ruthven will forget that he ever was a Scot.'' <' Never/' 
cried Wallace, turning on him one of those looks whioli 
•traok conviction into the heart : " h imm more jtut thmn 
€fod ? Though a thousand of your countrymen mStnd you 
ky their crimes, yet while there remains one honest Soot^ 
wr his sake and his posterity it is your ditty to be a eat- 
A Bitioii itoae greal family | and eniy iadivMmil 



ki it IftU Bmeb booiBdto psomote t^ genexal ^eod, aa a 
eon or father has to maiBtain the ^relfare of his nearest 
kindred. And if tke tiransgression of one brother be no 
excuse f<Nr the omission of another, in like manner, 
the ruin these turbulent lords would bring upon«Scotland 
is no excuse for your desertion of its interest. I would 
not leaye the helm of my country did she not thrust me 
from it ; but though cast by her into the waves, would 
you not blush for your friend; should he wish her aught 
else than a peaceful haven." Edwin spoke not, but put- 
ting the hand of Wallace to his lips, left the tent. ''On I'' 
cried Bothwell, looking after him, '' that the breast of 
woman had but half that boy^s tenderness ! And yet, all 
of that dangerous sex are not like this hyena-hearted 
Lady Stratheam. Tell me, my friend, did she not, when* 
she disappeared so strangely from Hunting-tower, fly to 
you 1 I now suspect from certain remembrances, that 
she and the green knight are one and the same person. 
Acknowledge it, and I will unveil her at once to the 
court she has deceived.^' " She has deceived no one y^ 
replied Wallace, " before she spoke, the members of that 
court were determined to brand me with guilt 3 and her 
charge merely supplied the place of others which, want- 
ing that, they would have deviseci against me. Whatever 
she may be, my dear Botbwell, for the sake of him whose 
name she once bore let us not expose her to open shame. 
Her love or her hatred are alike indifferent to me now > 
for to. neither of them do I owe that innate malice of my 
countirmen which has only made her calumny the occa- 
sion of manifesting their resolution to make me infamous. 
But that, my friend, is beyond their compass — I have 
done my duty to Scotland , and that conviction must live 
in every honest heart 3 aye, and with the dishonest too : 
for did they not fear my integrity they would not have 
thought it necessary to deprive me of my power. May 
heaven shield Bruce, for 1 dread that Badenoch's next 
shaft may be at him !" " No," cried Bothwell, *' all is , 
levelled at hi^sest friend. In a low voice I accused the I 
regent of disloyalty to his prince in permitting this out- 
rageon you, and his basely envious answer was : Wallace's 
removal is Bruce'B. Hcurity : who vnll acknowledge 
him when they know thai this man ie JUe . dictator ?" — 
Wallace sighed at the reply \ but it eoiifirmed him in his 
tesolutioD, and he told Bothwell that he saw bo altcma- 
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Hire, if h(t wiibed to still the AgiMilioii of hki eoimtry uid 
to prwenro it* prince from prematafe discofeiy, tluua for 
ktm indeed to remove the suhiect of all those coaten* 
tions firom their sight. '' Attempt it not !" exelaimed 
Both well, '' propose but • a step towards that end, and 
you will determine me to avenge my country at the peril ' 
oi my oWn life on all that accursea assonbly who have 
menaced yours I" In short the young Eari's denancia- 
tions were so vehement and in earnest against the lords 
in Stirling, that Wallace thought it dangerous to exaspe- 
rate him farther^ and therefore consenred to remain in 
his camp till the arrival of Ruthven shouldering him the 
advantage of his counsel. 

The issue showed that Bothwell was not mistaken. 
The majority of the Scottish nobles envied Wallace his 
glory and hated him for those virtues which drew the 
eyes of the pec^le to compare him with their vicious 
courses. The regent, hoping to become the first in 
Bruce's favor, was net less urgent to ruin the man who 
was at present the highest in that prince's esteem. He 
had therefore entered warmly into the project of Lady 
Stratheam } but when, during a secret conference be- 
tween thempreviouB to her open charge of Wallace, she 
named Sir Tnomas de Loneueville as one of his foreign 
emissaries. Cummin replied, *' If you would have your ac* 
cusation succeed, do not name that knight at all. He is 
m^ friend. He is now ill near Perth, and must know no- 
thing of this afi^r till it is over. Should he live, he will 
nobly thank you for your fwhearance ; should he die, I 
will repay you as becomes your nearest kinsman.'' AH 
were thus united in the effort to hurl Wallace from his 
station in the state. — And tint, they believed done, they 
quarrelled amongst themselves in deciding who was to 
fill the great military office which his prowess had ren- 
dered a post rather of honor than of danger. 

In the midst of these fluds Sir Simon Fraser appeared 
suddenly in the council hall. His countenance proclaim- 
ed that he brought bad tidings. Lennox and Loch-awe 
(who duly attended in hopes w bringing over some of the 
mora {liable chiefs to embrace the cause of WaUace,> 
listened with something like exultatk>n to his ■disastrous 
informatiim. As soon as the English govemorhad gained 
intelligence of the removal of Wallace from the com* 
maud at Berwiok and of the consequent consternatioA of 
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the txoopBf instead of canendering at annset^aa was ex- 
pected, ne sallied oat at the head of the whole garrison, 
and taking the Scottish troops by surprise gave them a 
total defeat. E^ery out-post' around the town was re- 
taken by the Southrons j the army of Fraser was cut to 
pieces, or put to flight ; and himself now arrived in Stirl- 
ing, smarting with many a wound, but more under his 
dishon<Nr, to show to the Regent of Scotland the evil of 
having superseded the only man whom the enemy feared. 
The council stood in silence staring on each other : and 
to add to their dismay, Fraser had hardly ended his nar- 
ration before a messenger from Teviotdale arrived in 
breathless haste to inform the regent that king Edward 
was himself within a few miles of the Cheviots, and that 
he must even now have poured his thousands over thme 
hills upon the plains beneath. While all was indecision, 
tumult, and alarm in the citadel, Lennox hastened to- 
wards Wallace's camp with the* news. 

Lord Ruthven and the Perthshire chieftains were al* 
ready there.' They had arrived early in the morning with 
most unpromising tidings of Bruce. The state of hitf 
wound had induced a constant delirium.— -But still Wal- 
lace clung to the hcffe th^ his country was not doomed 
to perish; that itspnooe's recovery was only protracted. 
In the midst of this anxiety Lennox enterei^, and relat* 
ing what he had just heard,* turned the whole current of 
his auditor's ideas. Wallace started from his seat, and 
effuin felt that he had yet longer to stay in Scotland. 
His hand mechanically caught up his sword which lay 
npon the table, and looking around to these words of 
l^nnox : ** There is not a man in the citadel who does 
not appear at his wit's end and incapable of feeing this 
often Deaten foe ; will you, Wallace, again condescend 
%o save a country that lias treated you so unffratefoll}- V* 
** I would die in its trenches \" cried the chief, vvith' a 
generous foigiveness of all hie injuries suffusing his mag- 
nanimous hf»rt. 

Lord Loch««we soon after .appeared, and corroborat* 
ing the testimony of Lennox, added, that on the regent 
- sending word to the troops on the south of Stirling that 
in confleqoence of the treason of Sir William Wall&w, 
the sopieme o<»nmand was taken frosa him : and astlbey 
were aosr called upon to ftce atnew excursion of the «o* 
MXTf they most imgaediately march ander the eid»** ^ 
V0IH UL Gt 
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SirSimoii Fnser$ thej fa^gan to nmrmnr imftiiff tima 
•elyei : and saying that aince Wailaett was ibond a trai- 
tor they knew not whom to trust, but that eertainly it 
■hoold not be a beaten-|;eneral,thev slid a^rayfrom their 
etandaids, and when I^h-awe left them, were ^tpen* 
inffon all sidet like an already disoomfited army. 

For a day or two the paraWzed tenon of th^ people ' 
and the tiimnUi in the citadel were portentom oT imme- 
diate min. A large detachment oftlie roj^al army had 
entered Scotland by the marine gate of Berwick and, 
headed by De Warenne, wu advancing rapidly towaidf 
Edinbu}|;h castle. Not a soldier belonging to the reg«ii' 
cy romained on the carse 9 and the distant chieftains to 
whom he sent for aid, refused it, saying, that the diaco-- • 
Terr of Wallace's patriotism having been a delusion, had; 
made them suspect all men and that locking tbemselyee 
within their own castles, each true Scot would there se- 
curely view a struggle in which they could feel no per- 
sonal interest. 

Seeing the danger of the realm, and hearing from the 
Lords Ruthven and Bothwell that their troops would 
follow no other leader than Sir William Wallace, the re- 
gent, hopeless of any prompt decision from amongst the 
confusion of his council, and nrffod by time-senrini: Bu- 
chan, yielded a tacit assent to' the only apparent mean* 
of saving his sinking eountiy. He turned ashy p^le as 
his silence granted to Lord Loch-awe the necessifty of 
imploring Sir William Wallace again to stretch out his 
arm in their behalf. With this embassy the venerable 
chieftain returned exulting to BUlochgeich ^and the so 
lately branded Wallace, branded as the intended.betnyer 
of Scotland, was solicited l^ his very accusers to assume 
the trust of being their sole defence. . 

'^ Shich is the triumph of virtue i " whispered Edwin 
to his fViend as he vaulted on his horse. A luminous 
smile from Wallace acknowledged that he felt the tri- 
bute, and looking up to heaven ere he placed bis helmet 
on his head/he siid, ** Thence comes my power, and the 
satisfikction it brings, whether attended by man'a applause 
or his Uame, he cannot take from me. I now, pethuw 
for the last time, arm this head for Scotland: may the 
God in whom I trast again crown it with viotory, i«id for 
ever-after bind the hftrtin of ear ri^tliil aofeieign with 
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WlnkWalliociiNinMd hi* flBandi, UMragent, eoia* 
feofidwl At Hm tyrn wbieh events had Uken, and haidl j 
kwywing whether to make another essay to collect forces 
fyr the sopport of their former lesder, or to follow the re* 
fraetory councils of his lords and await in inactivity the 
iaeae of the expected battle, was quite at a stand. He 
knew not how to act : but a letter, from Lady S^ratheam 
decided him. 

Though partly triumphant in her charges yet the ac- 
cvaatioos of Bothwell oad disconeexted her; ^d the re- 
storation of Wallace to his undisputed authority in the 
•tate, seemed to her so probable, that she resolved to 
take an immediate step which would confirm her influ- 
ence over the discontented of her country and most likeW 
insure the vengeance she panted to bring upon Wallace^ 
head. To this end, on the verv evening that she was car- 
ried swooning from the council hall, she . set for^vard to 
the borders ; and easily passing thence to the English 
camp (then pitched at Alnwick,) was soon admittMi to 
the eastle where De Waienne was lodged. She was too 
well taught in the school of vanity not to have remarked 
the admiration with which that Earl had regarded her 
while she was a pisoner in Stirling ; and hopmg that be, 
might not be able to withstand the persuasions of her 
charms when united with rank and riches, she opened 
her mission to him with no less art than effect. De Wa- 
lenne understood from her that Wallace on the strength 
of a passion he had conceived for her and which s^e 
treated with disdain, had repented of his former refusals 
of the crown of Scotland; and was now attempting to 
compass that dignity by the most complicated intrigues, 
under a belief that she would not repeat her rejection of 
his hand when it could o^r her a sceptre. She then re- 
lated how, at her instigation, the regent had deposed him 
from his military command, and nae ended with saying, 
that impelled by loyalty to Edward, (whom her bletter 
reason now recognised as the lawful sovereign of her 
coontiy,) she had come to exhort that monarch immedi* 
atdy to renew his invasions into the kingdom, De Wa- 
xenna, intoxicated with her beauty and enraptured by a 
manner wbieh seemed to tell him that a softer sentiment 
than usual kid made her select him as her ambassador 
to the king,greedily drank m all her words ; and ere be 
• aUowed the eenieffeace to break up, he had thrown him*- 
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mM* «t her feet and inptored hkr, by c^wry inyaa wo i fed 
aigmnent, to grant him the privilinre of fraaenting hei^ 
to Edward as his intended bride. &e Waittuie was ia 
the ineridian of life ; and being fraught with a power at 
court; beyond all other of his peers, she detennined to 
accept his haoid and wield her new influence to the de- 
struction <^ Wallace^ should she even be compelled in 
that act to precipitate her country in his fall. De Waren<< 
ne drew from her a half reluctant consent ; and while he 
poured forth the transports of a haj^y lover, he inter- 
nally congratulated himself on his good fortune. He was 
not so much enamoured of the Ine person of Lady 
Stratheam. as to be altpgether insensiUe to the advanta- 
ges which nis alliance with her would give to Edward in 
his Scottish pretensions 3 and'as it would oonseqnently 
increase his own importance with that monarch, ne lost 
no time in communicating the circumstanoe to him. — 
Edward, who susjpected something in this sudden at- 
tachment of the Countess which, it known, might cool 
the ardor of his ofllcer for uniting so useful an agent to 
his cauee, highly approved De Warenne's conduct in the 
affair ; and to hasten the nuptials, proposed being jNresent 
at their solemnization that very evening. The vows 
which Lady Stratheam pledged at the altar to De Wa- 
renne, were pronounced by her as those by which she 
swore to complete her revenge on Wallace, and by de- 
priving him of life prevent tne climax to her misery of 
seeing him (what she believed he intended) the husband 
or Helen Mar. The day after she became De Waren- 
ne's wife (n) she accompanied him, attended bjr a retinue 
correspondent to his rank as Lord Warden m Scotland, 
by sea to Berwick ; and from that place she despatched 
messengers to the regent and other nobles her kmsmen, 
fraught with promises which Edward, in the event of 
success, had solemnly pledged himself to ratlQr. Her 
ambaseador arrived at Stiding the day succeeding that in 
which Walkoe and his troops left it. The letters he 
bnmght were eagerly opened oy Badenoch and his chief* 
tai&s^ and they round their contents to this effect. She 
announced to them her marriage with the Lord Warden, 
who was then at the head of a mighty force determined 
on the mbjugation of the country ; and therefore be- 
aought the regent and his eouncil not to raise a hostile 
an»ag«ijHt him, if th^ would not nerdy esoi^ Ihe iii> 
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<ni^ hint! to Badenocb, as if Edward meant to remni 
his aeqmescenee with tbe crown of Scotland ; and wk)» 
siinUar baits, proportioned to the views of all her other 
kiaamen, she smoothed their anser against that monarch'ia 
former insults, and persuaded them at least to remam in* 
active daring the last stf u^le of their coantiy. 

Meanwhile, Wallace taking his course along the banks 
of the Forth, as the night drew near encamp^ his little 
army at the base of the craigs, east of Edinburgh castle. 
H«8 march having been long and rapid, t^e men were 
much fatigued, and now were hardly laiil upon their 
heather beds before they fell asleep. Wallace gained 
information from his scouts, that the main body of the 
Southrons had af^roached within a few mileis of Dal-* 
keitb. Thither he hoped to go next morning $ and there, 
he trusted, strike the conclusive blow for Scotland by 
the destruction of a division, which he understood com- 
prised the. flower of the English army. With these ex- 
pectations he gladly saw his troops turn to that repose 
which was to re<brace their strength for the combat 3 and 
as the hours of night stole on, while his possessed mind 
waked for ail around; he was well pleased to see his ever 
watchful Edwin sink back into a profound sleep. 

It was his custom, once at least in the night, to go 
himself the rounds of his posts to see that all was saie. 
The air waa serene, and he walked out on this duty.— - 
He passed from line to line, from station to station^ and 
all was in order. One post alone remained to be visited, 
and that was ]daced as a point of observation on the craigs 
near Arthur's seat. As he proceeded along a lonely de* 
file between the rocks whicn overhang the ascent of the 
mountain, he was startled by the indistinct sight of a &• 
gure amongst the rolling vapors of the night, seated on 
a towering cliff directly in the way he was to go. The 
broad light of the moon breaking from behind the clouds, 
shone'fiili upon the spot, and discovered a majestic form 
in ffrey robes, leaning on a haip, while his face, moanu 
fully gazing upward, was rendered venerable by a loiuj^ 
white beard that mingled with the floating mist. Wai» 
lace paused, uid stopping at some distance from this ex- 
traoraiaavy apparition, looked on it in Mlence. The strtnaa 
of the harp were softly touched ^ but it was oaly the skh* 
lag of a pMMiig bratM wfaieli Jmd agitated tiwm. '^h^ 
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vntar ■truek tMr chbrds with m fiiU ftnd mriMMUiolf 
a aoaiid that Wallace was for a few iiiinatee rivettad to 
tlie gromnd ; and then moving forward with a at^yatepy 
that he might not disturb the nocturnal bard, he geatlT 
approached. At sight of him the harp aecnn^ to Ml 
from before the Tenerable figure, and cla8pin|[ hw hands, 
in a Toice of mournful solemnity he exclamied, *' Art 
tiiott come, doomed of heaven to hesr thy sad Coro- 
nach V* Wallace started at this salutation. The bard 
with the same emotion continued ; " No choral hymm 
hallow thy bleeding corse } — wolves howl thy requiem, 
and esgles scream over thy desolate grave : fly, chieftain, 
fly !'' " Whai venerable father of the harp," cried Wal- 
lace, interrupting the awful pausoi " thus addresses one 
whom he must mistake for some other chief?'' '' Can 
the spirit of inspiration mistake its object 1" demanded 
the bard. — " Can he whose eyes have been opened by the 
touch of fate, be blind to Sir William Wallace, or to the 
blood which clogs his mounting foot-steps V* ** And who 
ain I to understand that you are 1" replied Wallace. 
" Who is the saint whose holy charity, would anticipate 
the obsequies of a man who yet may be destined to a 
lon^ pilgrimage 1" ** Who 1 am,'' resumed the bard, 
" will be shown to thee when thou hast passed yon star- 
ry firmament. But the ealazy streams with blood — ^the 
migle of death is alone heard, and thy lacerated breast 
heaves in vain against the hoofs of opposing squadrons. 
They chaise — l^tland falls! Look not on me thus, 
champion m thy country ! Sold by thy enemies, betray- 
ed by thy friends ! It was not the seer of St. Anton who 
gave thee these wounds — that heart's blood was not 
drawn by me — a woman's hand in mail — ^ten thousand 
armed warriors strike deep the mortal steel — ^he sin)uh-« 
he falls ! Red is the blood of Eske !— Thy vital stream 
hath dyed it. Fly, bravest of the brave, or perish !" 
With a ^riek oS horror, and throwing his ased arras ez« 
tended towards the heavens while his . grey neard mine- 
led in the rinn^ blast, he rushed from ttie sight of W^S- 
lace, and left him in awful solitude. 

For a few minutes he stood in profound silence. Hie- 
ver]r soul seemed deprived of the power to answer- so 
terrible a denunciation with even a questioning thought. 
H« had heud the deitnictiDA «f SfMitbaid dMlwtd i ad 
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kMMelf «eBteiie6d to perish, if h« did not ^Kijpe the ge» 
■end rain by flying trom her aide ! Thii tcrnole decree 
of fhte, ee diMateroQqly corroboretod br the extremity of - 
Brace end the divinoni in the kin^om, had been pro* 
nouttced by one of those sages of his country on whom 
the spirit of prophecy yet descended with all the horrors 
of a woe-denooncins trumpet. Could he then doubt^ it* 
truth ? He did not doubt ; he believed the midnight Toice 
he had heard. But recoTering from the first shock of 
such a doom, and remembering that it still left the choice 
to himself between dishonors life or elorious death, he 
resolTes to show his respect to the oracle, by manifesting 
a persevering obedience to the eternal voice whkch given' 
all these his agents utterance ; and while he bows to the 
warning he starts forward to be the last who ^hall fall 
fiom tM side of his' devoted country. ** If devoted." cri- 
ed he. '' then our fktes shall be the same. My ^1 fhmi 
thee snail be into my grave. Scotland may have struck 
the breast that has shielded her, yet, Father of meieies, 
fofsive her blindness ; and grant me still permission, n 
litUe longer, to oppose my mart between ner and thin 
fearful doom !"(o) 



CHAPTER XV . 

AwBD, but not intimidated by the prophecy of the 
er of the craigs, Wallace next day drew im his army 
in order fo the new btfttle, near a convent or Cistertain 
monks on the narrow plain of Dalkeith. The two rivers 
Eake flowed on each side of his little phalanx, and formed 
a temporary barrier between it and the pressing legions 
of .00 Warenne. The EarPrf troops seemed conniless. 
And the Southron lords who led them on, beins elated 
fiv the representations which the Countess had given 
them of^tne disunited state of the Scottish array and of 
the consequent dismay which had seized their hitherto all 
conquering commander, bore down upon the Scots with 
en impetuosity which threatened a destruction without 
quarter, without even allowing the enemy a moment for 
Msistanee. • De Warenne, who, deceived, by theblan* 
dishing fii^eehooda of his bride, had entirely ohnged hie 
^ ' high epiaiMiief hie jwrnw cppoMAtswd h? *-^ 
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wOffkSittAm had bitNigbt his min^ te ado^ ftnltgeini «ii« 
woitbjT of hifl iMbleoesSy (so contagious is baMneit in Coa 
foad a contact with the unprincipled !) placed himBCif on 
ui adjoining height ; from ttiat situation, intending to giTe 
hia orders, and Jto behold his anticipated ▼ictozy. " sol- 
diers V* cried he, as he gave the word of command, ** the 
febel's hour is come.— The sentence of heav^ii is gone 
forth against him. Chaise resolutely, and he and his 
host are yours \" 

But it was not decreed so : the prophet who had spok- 
en was that of Baal, not that of Jehovah. He had been 
the hireling'of Lady Strathearn, to intimidate the invin- 
cible adversary of her hiftband, the determined victim of 
ber revenge. Knowing his customs, and having a spy on 
his 8tep8,>Bbe easily accomplished this device. Her emis- 
sary played his part well ; he saw by the manner of the 
chieftain that he was believed ; and when he reioinc^ 
lady Strathearn, in a firmer tone of prescience >ae sa- 
luted her as the suardian angel of the Southron army, 
and declared that her wisdom had already deliveri^ the 
Scottish phalanx and its leader into the hands of heiNhos* 
band. As a victor, then, De Warenne mounted the hill } 
as a queen in triumph,, the Countess took her station by 
Jiis side. 

The sky was oftMcured : an awful stillness . reigned 
through the air, and the spirits of the mightyV^'Md seem- 
ed leamng from their clouds, to witness tbis la8^buM[le 
^ their sons. Fate did< indeed liover over the oppoeuig 
armies. She desoended on the head of Wallace and dic- 
tated from 1(pkidst his waving plumes. She pointed hki 
epear, she wielded his flaming sword, and charged with 
him in the dreadCol shock of battle. De Warenne saw 
hw foremost thousands falL He heard the shoot of the 
Scots, the cries of his men, and the plains of Stirling rose 
to his remembrance. He hastily ordered the knirhts 
around him to bear awav his wife from the field ; ana de- 
scalding the hill to lead forward himself, he was met and 
almost overwhelmflvdi by his flying troops': horses without 
riders, men without shield or sword, bat all in disoMiy^ 
tttshed past bim. He called to them, be waved the rays- 
«l standatd, he urged, he reproached ; he rallied- and led 
them back again. The fight recommenoed.— Long and 
iMeody was the tonfliet. De Warenne iberiit for 
* i <s te Bd » > i fl s i i w » lost i^ ntrt iw i. iiW«»« 
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4M Ibr Ilk eontiT; nd to show hiniwlf always worthy 
of lur l a toat aigh, Vyore he ttonlrf ^oikcnce, <md 6end 



The iame declared for Scotland. ; But the ground waa 
covered with the sbdii ; and Wallace chased a wounded 
Soe with tRM^ which dropped aa they purnied. At sight 
of the melancholy state oi nis Tictonous and feithful sol- 
diers, be tried to check their ardor, but in vain. '' It is 
fiv Wallace that we conquer ! " cried they, " and we will 
die> or prove him the only captain in this ungrateful 
country." 

Night compelled them to halt ; and under her shades, 
while they yet onlv rested on their arms, Wallace, satis* 
fied that he had destroyed the power c^ De Warenne, 
forbore tp press too hard upon its remnant ; and as he 
leaned on nia sword, and stood with Edwin near the 
watch-fire over which that youthful hero kept a guard, 
he contemplated the terrified Southrons as thev fled pre- 
cipitately though cautiously, by the foot of the hill to- 
wards the Twm. Wallace now told his friend the his- 
tory of his adventure with the seer of the craigs ; and 
finding within himself how much the brightness of true 
reliffion excludes the gloomi of superstition, he added : 
" The proof of prophecy is the completion ! — Hence let 
the fiike seer I met last night, warn you, my Edwin, by 
my example, how you give credit to any prediction that 
might slacken the sinews t>f duty. God can speak but 
one language. He is not a man, that he should repent } 
neither a m<HrtaI, that he should change his purpose !— ^ 
This pretended prophet beguiled me of belier in his de- 
nnnciation, but not to adopt the conduct his offered alter- 
native would have persuaded me to pursue. I now see 
that he was a traitor in both, and henceforth shall read 
my iate in the oracles of God alone. Obeying them, my 
Edwin, we need not fear the curses of our enemy nor hia 
lyinff soothsayers.'' 

The i^endor of this victonr struck to the seola of the 
coimcil at Stirling. Scotland being once again rescued' 
firom the vengeance of her implacable foe, the lords in 
the citadel spurned at their preservation, and declared to 
dbe regent tha^ they would rather be under the yoke of 
the veriest tyrant in the world than be obliged to owe a 
Btoment of freedom to the man-^j^ho they aifeeted to 
b^ve) hill conapired againal their Uvei« And thv^ ' 
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a woif htjr naaoB lor thisdeeiiaoA. TlMogli D* Wciefa* 
wai Maten, his wife waa a victor. She had aiada Gd^ 
ward triumphant in the venal hearts of he^ kiasmon ^ 
gold and her persuasions, with promises of fature hon-, 
ots from the king of England, made them entirely tiS. 
All but the regent were ready to commit every thing in* 
to the hands of Edward : he doubted. — ^The riMng favoof 
of other lords with the coiHrt of England inducea him to 
recollect that he might rule as the unrivalled friend oi 
Bruce, should that prince live $ or in case of hia deaths 
might he not have it in his power to assume the ScottidI 
throne untrammelled ? These thoughts made him fioctu- 
ate, and his country found him afiko undetermined ill 
treason as unstable in fidelity. 

lumiediately on the victory at Dalkeith, Kirkpatrick, 
(eager to be the first communicator of such welcome 
news to Lenhoz, who had planted himself as a watch at 
Stirling,) withdrew secretly from Wallace's camp 3 and 
hoping to move the gratitude of the refractory lords, he 
enter^ at once into the midf^b of the council. He pro- 
claimed the success of his commander, and his answer 
was accusations and insult. All that liad been charged 
against the too fortunate Wallace, was re-uiged with ad> 
ded acrimony. Treachery to the state, hypocrisy in 
morals, fanatacism in religion ; no sti|pia was too extra- 
vagant or contradictory to affix to his unsullied name. 
They who had been hurt in the fray in the hall, pointed 
to their still smarting wounds and called upon Lennox to 




tolieve that an honester man than William Wallace, 
lives not in Scotland ! and that ye know : and his virtues 
overtopping your littleness, ye would uproot the great- 
ness woich^e cannot equal !'^ This speech, which a burst 
ot indignation had wrested from him, brought down the 
wrath of the whole party upon himself. Lord Athol, yet 
Mung with his old wound, furiously struck him : Kirkpa- 
trick drew his sword, and a fight commenced so fiercely 
between the combatants, that gasping with ahonoct the 
last breathings of life, neither could be torn from lua des- 
perate revenge, till many were cot in attemptiiq^ to sep- 
arate them J and the&^e two were carried DfTinseMibta 
«Bd covered with wooiuii. 
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- VntmL tlds'nd nbwa wu tnasmitted bj Lcnaoi to Sit 
Willioiii Wallace it found him on th« banks of the Eake; 
yut retorned from the citadel of BeFwick, where^ once 
more master of that fortress^ he had dictated the terms 
of a eonqaeror and a patriot. The wounded Southrons 
he pot on board the ships which De Warenne, in his 
haste to be gone, had left in the harbonr ; and allowed 
them to seek their way to an English port. WaUace 
manned the citadel with Scots ; and leaving Ramsay as 
its goTemor, he retraced his cor8e-tra<^Mi march, to 
commit the bodies of his valiant soldiers to the bosom of 
the earth they had so gallantly defended. 

In the scene of his former victories, the romantic 
shades of Hawthorndean,he pitched his camp ; and from 
it made hourly excursions to complete his work. For 
foes as well as friends, he prepared the vast grave which 
was to unite the victims of ruthless war in everlasting 
peace. While employed in this pious task his heart was 
wrun^ by the intelligence of the newly aroused storm in 
the citadel of Stirling ; but as some antidote to these 
pangs, the chieftains of Mid-Lothian poured into him on 
every side, and acknowledging him their protector, he 
again found himself the idol of gratitude and the almost 
deified object of trust. At such a moment, wh6», with 
one voice they were disclaiming all participation in the 
insolent proceedings at Stirling, another messenffer ar* 
rived from Lennox to conjure Wallace, if he would avoid 
either open violence or secret treachery, to march his 
victorious troops immediately to that cil^, andteize the 
assembled abthanes at once, as traitors to their country ;; 
** Resume the regency," added he, " which yon only 
know how to conduct ', and crush a treason which in* 
creases hourly, and now walks openly in the day, threat* 
ening all that is virtuous or faithful to you \" 

He did not hesitate to decide against this counsel ; for, 
in following it, it would not be one adversary he must 
strike, but thousands. " I am only a brother to my coui- 
tiymett," said he to himself, " and have do right to force 
them to their doty : but when their king appears, then 
these rebellious beads may be made to bow.^'-^Whil* 
he mused upon the letter which he held in his hand, 
Rnthven entered to him into the recess of his tent whi- 
ther he had retired to read it. — " I bring you better news 
«f oorfiicadat HttBtiag^tower }'' cri«d tbeg904 ^ ^ 
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** here if t packet flmn DougUi, and another from iny 
wSe/'— Wallace read them, and found that Brece wao 
reUeved from his delirium, but he was left to weak that 
tftey had not haaatded a relapie by imnarting to him 
any idea of the proceedings at Stirling : aii he knew was, 
that Wallace waa victorious in arnui and panted for hie 
iecoTery to render such success really beneficial to his 
oountrv, Helen and Isabella, and the sage of Ercildoun, 
were the prince's unwearied attendants ; and though his 
life was yet in extreme peril, it waa to be hopea that 
their attentions and his own constitution would finally 
cure the wound and conquer its attendant fbver. Com- 
forted with these tidings, Wallace declared his intentions 
•f visiting bis dear and su£fering friend as soon as he 
could esttuilish any pnnciple in the minds of his followers 
to induce them to bear with the insolence of the abthanes 
for a little time : ** I will then,'' said he, " watch by the 
side of our beloved Bruce, till bis recovered health will 
allow him safely to proclaim himself king ; and with that 
act, 1 trust that all these feuds will be for ever laid to 
sleep !" Ruthven participated in these hopes, and the 
friends returned together loto the council-tent. But all 
there was changed. Most of the Lothian chieftains also 
received packets from their friends in Stirling. Allega- 
tions against Wallace : aiguments to prove the policy of 
submitting themselves and their properties to the pro- 
tection of a great king, though a foreigner, rather uian 
to risk all by attaching themselves to the fortune of 
a private person, who made his successes and their ser- 
vices the Ikdder of his ambition, were the contents of 
these packets : and they were sufficient to shake the easy 
faith to which they were- addressed. The chieftains on 
the re-entrance of Wallace stole suspicious glances at 
each other, and without a word glid^ severuly out of 
the tent. 

Next mominff, instead of coming aa usual directly to 
their acknowledged protector, they were seen at diflfe- 
rent parts of the camp closely conversing in groups ; 
and when any of Wallace's officers approached, they 
separated or withdrew to a greater distance. This 
atrauffe conduct Wallace attributed to its right source ; 
and tnouffht of Bruce with a sigh, when contemplating 
the variable substance of these men's minds. Lora Sin- 
clair alone kept unalterably fim to hia fidth in the victor 
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9t RMdyn. Hif Tanfireble teotW wm not yet retimed' 
ftom Rome, to give power, by Mi ooaoeilt, to tlie fidelity 
ofSincltir; aad toat chief was so confooadedby tM 
hatred which the majority of hia peers manifceted againat 
Wallace and all his noceedvogs, that, though attached 
to his person, he coaid not but abandon the hope that the 
liberty he bad given to Scotland would be accepted by 
those hau^rhty fords. Wallace was himself so convinced 
that nothing but the ]H:oclamation of Brace, and thai 
vrince's personal exertions, could preserve nis country 
iron fklling uain into the snare from which he had just 
snatched it, that he was preparing immediately to set out 
for Perthshire on his anxious mission, when ICer hasti^ 
entered his tent. He was followed b^ the Lord Soulit 
with Bttchan and several other chieftains of eonally hot- 
tile intentions. Soulis did not hesitate to aeclare hie 
errand. 

"We come, Sir William Wallace, by ihe contaiand 
of the regent and the assembled abtnanes of Scotland, 
to take these brave troops which have performed such 
good service to thmr conntiy, from the power of a man 
who, we have everv reason to believe, means to turn 
their arms a^inst the liberties of the state. Without 
any commission from the regent ; in contempt of th^ ^* 
nity of that court which, having found you guilty of hign 
treason, had in mercy delayed to pronounce the sentence 
due to Jronr crime, you presumed to place yourself at the 
head or the national troops^nd to take to yourself the me- 
rit of a victory won by their prowess alone. Your designs 
are known ', and the authority you have despised, is oow 
roused to punish. You are to accompany me this day 
to Stirlinff . I have brought a guard of four thousand men 
to compel your obedience." 

Before the indignant spirit of Wallace could utter 
the answer his wrongs dictated. Both well, who at right 
of the Regent's troops advancing along the hills, had 
hastened to his general's tent, entered, followed by his 
^^H^ftains, as the last sentence was pronounced by Soulis. 
— ^' Were it forty thousand insteaa of four," cried he, 
" th^ should not force our commander from us, they 
should not extinguish the glory of Scotland beneath the 
murderous devices of hell-engendered envy and coward- 
ice !" Soulis turned on him with eyes of fire, and laid 
hie haad^m hie awoid. " Aye, cowardice !" reiterat*^ 
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Boihm^l, '^tfae mMiHgbt raTkher, the «lindei«f^'yii^ 
lae, the betrayer of h'm country, knows in his heart that 
iie: fears to draw aught but the assassin's steel. He 
dreads the sceptre of honor : — Wallace must fiill^ that 
nrice and her votaries may reign without control in Scot- 
^nd. A thousand brave Scots lie under these sods, and 
a thousand yet survive, who may share their graves , but 
they never will relinquish their invincible lea&r into the 
hands of traitors 1" 

The clamours of the citadel of Stirling now resounded 
through the tent of Wallace. Invectives, accusations, 
threatenings, reproaches and revifiogs, joined in one 
turbulent uproar. Again ^words were drawn, and Wal- 
lace, in attempting to beat down the weapons of Soulis 
and Buchan, which were both aimed at Bothwell, must 
)iave received the point of Soulis' in his breast had ^ he 
not at the moment- grasped the blade, and wrenching it 
put of the chieftain's hand, broke it into shivers, and 
i^rowins them to the ground, ^ Such be the fate of every 
«word wnich Scot draws against Scot !" cried he, ** Put 
up your weapons, my friends. — The arm of Wallace is 
not shrunk, that he could not defend himself, did he think 
that ▼iolenoe were necessary. Hear my determination 
once and forever !" added he, ** I acknowledge no au- 
thority in Scotland but the laws. The present Regctat 
and his abthanes outrage them in every ordinance, and I 
should indeed be a traitor to ray country, did I submit 
i» such men's behests. I shall not obey their summons 
to Stirling — neither will I permit a hostile arm to be 
raised in this camp against their delegates, unless the 
violence begins with them. — This is my answer." — yt- 
tering these words be motion^ BothweU to follow him, 
«nd left the tent. 

Crossing a little bridge which lay over the Eske, to 
the quarters of !l^uthven, he met that nobleman and Ed- 
win accompanied by Lord Sinclair. He came to inform 
Walla^ that ambassadors from Edward had just aniv- 
ed at Roslyn, where they awaited his audience. '< They 
«ome to omr peace to our distracted country," cried Sin- 
clair. " Then," answered he, '' f shall not a moment de- 
lay going where I may hear the terms." Horses were 
ivottght, and daring their short ride, to prevent the im- 
Mssioned representations of the still raging Bothwell^ 
WAUftOB cflwiDOTifTited to Jhia pot tow iirfiigniat MMIi 



TBE SOOTTBSH CIlllCKi: H? 

the yartieiilan of the leene he h«d left ^ These coii*> 
teatioDs most, be tenninated/' added he, ''and with 
God'a blessinff, a few days, perhaps hoara; and they shall 
be so !'' '^ Heaven erant it !" returned Sinclair, think* 
ing he referred to the proposed negociation : '' If Ed* 
ward's offers be at all reasonable, I would urge yoa to 
accept them ; otherwise, invasion from without, and ci* 
vil commotion within, will probably make a desert of 
poor Scotland/' Ruthven interrupted him, '^ Despair 
not, my lord ! Whatever be the fate of this embassy, 
let us remember that it is the wisdom of our steadiest 
friend that decides, and that his arm is still with ue 
to repel invasion, and to chastise treason!" Edwin's 
eyes turned with a direful expression upon Wallace, and 
he lowly murmured, " Treason ! hydra treason !" Wal* 
lace understood him, and answered, '' Grievous are the 
alternatives, my friends, which your love for me would 
persuade you even to welcome. But that which I shall 
choose will, I trust, indeed lay the land at peace, or point 
its hostilities to the only aim against which a true Scot 
ought to direct its fires !" 

Being arrived at the gate of Roslyn, Wallace, regard- 
less of those ceremonials which often impede the busi* 
ness they pretend to dignify, entered at once int6 tlM 
hall where the ambassaoors sat. Baron Hilton was one^ 
4Lnd Le de Spencer (father to the young and violent en* 
▼oy of that name) was the other. At sight of the Scot* 
tish chief they rose, and Wallace having graciously re- 
cognized Hilton, the ^ood baron, believing ne came on s 
propitious errand, smiling, said, '' Sir. William WaJlace, 
It is your private ear I am commanded to seek." As he 
spoke he looked round on Sinclair and the other lords. 
'^ These chieftains are as mys^f/' replied Wallace, 
*" but I will not impede yoer embassy by crossing the 
wishes of your master in a trifle." He then turned to 
his fHends, '' Indulge the monarch of England in mak- 
ing me first acquainted with what can only be a message 
to the whole nation." 

The chiefs withdrew, and Hilton withont further par- 
ley, opened his mission.— He said, that king Edward, 
more tnan ever impressed with the wondrous military ta- 
lents of Sir William Wallace, and solicitous to make a 
iHend of so heroic an enemy, had seat him an offer of 
gi»o« whioli^ .if he itoBtemimd., shoiQd be >lhe lat. V*" 
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ofiered him a tliettre whereon he ootilddiepky hii feer- 
leM eiidofnaents to the admimiofi of the worM— 4he 
kiBgdom of Ireland, with ita yet unreaped fields of glo- 
rv, and all the ample riches of its abundant provinces, 
shonld be his ! Edward only required in return for this 
royal gift, that he should abandon the cause of Scotland r 
swear fealty to him for Ireland, and resign into his hands 
one whom he hie^l proscribed as the most ungrat^ul of 
traitors. In acknowledgment for the latter sacrifice, he 
need only furnish his majesty with a list of those Scot- 
tish loros against whom Wallace bore any resentment, 
and their fates should be ordered accordin|f to his die* 
tates. Edward concluded his ofiers b^ inviting him im- 
mediately to London to be invested with his new sove- 
reignty : and he ended by shewing him the madness of 
abidinff longer in a country where almost every chiftain 
secret^ or openly carried a dsgger against his life 3 and 
therefore he exhorted himnolonser to contend for a 
country so unworthy of freedom, that it bore with impa- 
tience the only man who had had the courage to main- 
tain it by virtue alone. 

• Wallace replied calmly and without hesitation : " To 
this ofier an honest man can make but one reply. As 
well might your sovereign exact of me to dethrone the 
angels of heaven, as to require me to subscribe to his 
proposals ! — ^They do but mock me ; and aware of my 
rejection, they are thus delivered, to throw the whole 
bume of this cruelly-persecuting war upon me. Edward 
knows that as a knight, a true Scot, and a man, I should 
dishonor mvself to accept even life, aye, or the lives of 
all mv kindred upon these terms." 

Hilton interrupted him by declaring the sincerihr of 
Edward ; and contrasting it with the ingratitude of the 
people whom he had served, he conjured him with every 
persuasive of rhetoric, every entreaty dictated by a mind 
that revered the very firmness he strove to shake, to re- 
linquish his faithless country and become the friend of 
a kmg ready to receive him with open arms. — Wallace 
shook hii head ; and with an incredulous smile which 
spoke his thouffhts of Edward, while his eves beamed 
kindness upon Hilton, he answered — ** Can the man who 
would bribe me to betray a friend, be (aithful in his 
friendship?— 'But that is not the weight with me:— I 
was not brought up in those schools, my good Imwx^ 
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whicb tetch that sound policy or true wlf-interest can be 
separated fivm virtue. When I was a boy my lather 
often repeated to me this proverb, 

JHeo tibi «eruin, Uhertas optima rerum 
Nunquam terviUs $ub nexu vivitur JUi,(,p) 

I learnt it then ; I have since made it the standard of. my 
actions : and therefore I answer your monarch in a word. 
Were all others of my countrymen to resign their claims 
to the liberty which is their nght, I alone would declare 
the independence of my country, and by God's assistance, 
while I nTe^ acknowledse no otner master than the laws 
of St. David and the legitimate heir of his blood !'' — 
Tbe glow of resolute patriotism which overspread his 
countenance while he spoke, was reflected by a fluctuat- 
ing colour on that of Hilton :-^'' Noble chienain V cried 
he, " I admire while I regret ; 1 revere the virtue which 
I am even now constrained to denounce. — These prin- 
ciples, bravest of men, might have suited the simple ages 
of Greece and Rome, a Phocion or a Fabricius might 
haye uttered the like, and compelled the homage of their 
enemies 5 but in these days such magnanimity is consid- 
ered phrei^v, and ruin is its consequence .'' — " And shall 
a Christian/' cried Wallace, reddening with the flush of 
honest shame, ** deem that virtue, which even Heathens 
practised with veneration, of too pure a nature to be ex- 
ercised by men taught by Christ himself ? There is blas- 
phemy in the idea, and I can hear no more.'' 

Hilton, in some confusion, excused bis ai^^menf, by 
declaring that it proceeded from his observations on the 
conduct of men. *^ And shall we," replied Wallace, 
'' follow a multitude to do evil ? I act to one Being alone. 
Edward must acknowledge his supremacy, and by that 
know my soul is above all price !" " Am I answered, t" 
said Hilton, and then hastily interrupting himself he , 
added in a voice even of supplication, " Your fate rests § 
on your reply ! O ! noblest- of warriors, consider only for * 
a day !" — f* Not for a moment," said Wallace.-^'' 1 am 
sensible to your kindness, but my answer to Edward has 
been pronounced.*' 

Baron Hilton tamed sorrowfully away, and Le I>e 
Spencer.rose, /'Sir William Wallace, my part of the 
embassy most be delivered to yon in the asaenib^ 
Vol. hi. H 
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your diwilaint !*'-^'^-In the cohgregftlioQ of ifo^ osuto^*'- 
returaed be,, and opening the door of thei tinti-xoom. la 
which his friends stood,^ he sent Edwin to suowKOfi kui 
chieftains to the platform before the council-tent, and 
leaving the amhacnadors to follow with Sinckui", ha With- 
drew between Bothwell and RuthvfiQ, ai¥l in hi9 way 
back to the camp narrated the particaJars of Edward^ 
iaakiiou8 miMsago. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

WhxN' Wallace entered before hia. tent lie fiMinii^ 
not only the captains of his own army, but the follow^* 
of Souhsy }nd the chieftains of Lothian. He looked oft 
this range of his enemies with a fearless eye^ and pass- 
ing through the crowd, took his station beude the am- 
bassadors on the platform of the tent. — The Tenerabia 
Hilton turned away in tears as he advanced, and Le da> 
^pencer came forward to speak. Wallace pereeiving^> 
hi6 intention, with a dignified action requested his leave 
for a few minutes, and then addressing the coi^egat- 
ed warriors, in brief he unfolded to them the ofier of 
Edward to him, and what was his reply. " And now,"- 
added he, *^ the ambassador of Enghnd is at liberty tA 
declare his master's alternative.'^ 

Le de Spencer again stepped forward and attempted^ 
to speak, but the acclamations with which the folio wemt 
of Wallace acknowledged the nobleness of his answer, 
excite such an opposite clamour on the side ofthtt 
Soulis party, that Le de Spencer was obliged ta mouH^ 
a war*cacriage which stood near, and vociferate long and* 
loudly for silence, before he could be heard. Buttha 
first woeds which caught the ears of his audience acted 
like a spell, and seemed to hold them in breaihtoas at-, 
tention, 

** Since Sir William Wallace rejects Ibe grace of hi» 
Uage lord Edwai^ king of England, ofibred te him t^ 
ooeis, and' never to be more repeated, thus saith the tEJog. 
in lus mercy to the earls, barons, knights, and oomnMNiM 
aKy el SoothMMl !w.To evary one of them, ehiif and 
«Hsal>eteqp^a|( the afiwesaid inoonigible Mfael', bnil|« 
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fHi8 99A irebelUoiif againat fan eacied penoa and rote, 
provided that within twenty-four hours after they hear 
^e words of this proclamation, they acknowledge the^r 
^loyalty with repentance, and laying down their arms, 
awear eternal fealty to their only lawful ruler the Lord 
Edward of England and Scotland "'— Le de Spencet 
tiien proclaimed Edward to be now on the borders with 
an army of a hundrtd thousand men, ready to march 
vith^fire and sword into the heart of the kingdom, and 
to put to the rack all of every sex, age, and condition, 
^who shall venture to di^pute his right. — "Yield now," 
added he, " while yet you may not only grasp the clem- 
ency that is extendi to you. but the rewards and hon- 
ors he is ready to bestow. -Adhere to that unhappy man, 
and by to-morrow's sun-set your offended king will be on 
these hills, and then mercy shall be no more ! Death is 
the doom of Sir William Wallace, and a similar fate to 
Any Scot who shall dare after this hour to give him food, 
jE^elter, or succour. He is the prisoner of king Edward, 
and thus I demand him at your hands V* 
' Wallace spoke not, but with an unmoved countenance 
looked rouna upon the assembly. ** I, I will be faithful 
-to you to the last l" exclaimed Edwin, precipitating 
himself into his friend's arms. — Bothwell's ruM soul now 
forced utterance from his swelling breast : " Tell your 
sovereign," cried he, '' that he mistakes. — We are the 
conquerors who ought to dictate terms of peace ! — Wal- 
lace is our invincible leader, our redeemer from slavery, 
the earthly hope in whom we tru^t, and it is not in the 
power of men or devils to bribe us to betray our bene- 
uctor. Away to your king, and tell him that Andrew 
Murray, and every honest Scot, is ready to live or die by 
the side of Sir William Wallace." — " And by this good 
sword, I swear the same i" cried Ruthven. " And so do 
I !" rejoined Scrymgeour," or may the standard of Scot- 
land be my winding sheet !" 

Not another chieftain spoke for Wallace. Sinclair 
was intimidated, and like others who wished him well, 
feared to utter his sentiments. But most. Oh ! shame 
to Scotland and to man, cast up their bonnets, and cried 
— ^' Long live king Edward, the only legitimate lord of 
Scotland !"—— At this outcry, which was echoed even 



b¥ 9tm& whom he had confided in, by the chieftaina of 
Mtknbife, and ptatod wenad him like a tent of '^ 
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der, Wallace threw out his anns as if he would yet pnv' 
tect Scotland from herself. — " O ! desolate people/' ex- 
clakned he in a voice of piercing woe, '' too credulous 
of fair speeches, and not aware of the calainities which 
are coming upon you ! Call to remembrance the miseries 
you have sufiered, and then, before it be too late, start 
from^this snare of your oppressor !•— Have I yet to tell ye 
that his embrace is death i"{q) 

" Seize that rebellions man/' cried Soulis to his mar- 
shals, '' In the name of the king of England I command 
you.''—" And in the name of the King of kings, I de^ 
Bounce death on him who attempts it !" exclaimed Both- 
well,, tbrowinff himself between Wallace and the men} 
'' put forth a hostile hand towards him, and this bugle 
shall call a thousand resolute swords to lay this platform 
deep in blood !" 

Scmlis, followed by his knishts, pressed forward to ex 
ecute his commands himself. Scrymgeour, Ruthven^ 
and Ker, rushed before their friend. Edwin, startHig for- 
ward, drew his sword, and the clash of steel was heard. 
BothweL and Soulis grappled t(^ether 3 the falchion of 
Ruthven gleamed amidst a hundred swords, and blood 
flowed around. The voice, the arm of Wallace, in vain 
sought to enforce peace ; he was not heard, he was not 
felt in the dreadful warfare. Ker fell with a gasp at his 
feet, and breathed no more. At such a si^ht the soul- 
struck chief wrung his hands, and exclaimed in bitter an- 
guish, '< Oh, my country ! was it for these horrors that 
my Marion died? that I became a homeless wretch, and 

Sissed my days and nights in fields of carnage ? Venera- 
e Mar, (ilear and valiant Graham ! was this the consum- 
mation tar which you fell ?" — At that moment, Bothwell 
having disabled Soti^is by a wound in the arm, would have 
blown his buffle to have called up his men to % general 
conflict, but Wallace snatched the horn from his hand, 
and springing upon the very war-carriage from which Le 
de Spencer had proclaimed Edward's embassy, he drew 
forth his sword, and stretching the mighty arm that held 
it over the throng, with more than mortal energy he ex- 
claimed, " Peace ! men of Scotland, and for the last 
time, hear the voice of William Wallace.'' A dead si- 
lence immediately ensued, and he proceeded, ** If you 
Imve aught of nobleness within ye ; if a delusion more 
'~" ^han witchcraft have not blmded your senses^ look 
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beyond this field of horror, and behold your country free. 
Kaward in these apparent demands, sues for peace :— 
Did we not dri?e his armies into the sea 1 Ana were we 
resolved, he never could cross our borders more. What 
is it then that you do, when you again put your necks un- 
der his yoke ? Did he not seek to bribe me to betray you T 
— And yet, when I refuse to purchase life and the world^s 
rewards by such baseness, you— you forget that vou are 
free-born Scots, that you are the victors and he the van- 
quished, and you give, not sell your birth-riffht, to the de- 
mands of a tyrant ! You yield yourselves to nis extortions, 
his oppressions, his revenge !— Think not he will spare 
the people he would have sold to purchase his bitterest 
enemy 3 or allow them to live, unmanacled^ who possess 
the power of resistance. On the day in which you are 
in his hands, you wUl feel that you have excnansred 
honor for disgrace, liberty for bondage, life for death ! 
— Me you abhor, and mav God in vour extrfemest hour, 
forget that injustice , ana pardon the faithful blood that 
has been shed this day ! 1 'draw this sword for you no 
more. But there yet lives a prince, a descendant of the 
royal heroes bf Scotland, whom Providence ma^ conduct 
to be your preserver. Reject the proposals of Edward, 
dare to defend the freedom you now possess, and that 
prince will soon appear to crown your patriotism with 
glory and happiness \" 

<< We acknowledge no prince but King Edward of 
England \" cried Buchan, ** his countenance is our gloiy, 
his presence our happiness !'' — The exclamation was re* 
iterated by almost all on the ground. Wallace was trans- 
fixed. — " Then,'' cried Le de Spencer in the first pause 
of the tumult, " to every man, woman, and child, throuffh- 
out the realm of Scotland, excepting Sir William Wal- 
lace, I proclaim in the name of king Edward, pardon and 
peace.'^ 

At these words a thousand Scottish chieftains dropped 
on their knees before Le de Spencer, and murmuted 
their vows of fealty. Indignant, grieved, Wallace took 
his helmet from his head, and throwing his sword into 
the hand of Bothwell, " That weapon,'' cued he, " which 
I wrested fh>m this very king Edward, and with which I 
twice drove him from our m>rders, I give to you. In 
your hands it may again serve Scotland. I relinquish a 
•oUUer'f name oa the spot where I humbled &' ' 

v-V - * 
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titt«e titfiM in one day, wlierel nowiee toy 

vbuntfy deliver heneif bound into the tnuid of tlie Taa- 
ijtfiflbed ! I go without sword or backler from this dis- 
honored field : and what Scot, my public or private one* 
mff wilt dare to strike the unguaiiled head of William 

Wallace ?" As he spoke he threw bis shield and hcJ* 

met to the ground, and leaping from the war-carriage, 
took bis course with a fearless and dignified step tbrough 
,ti>e parting ranks of his enemies, who, awe-struck, or 
kept in check by a suspicion that others might not second 
the attack they would have made on him, durst not Ufl 
ftn arm or breathe a word as he passed. 

Wallace had adopted this manner of leaving the ground, < 
fn hopes, if it were possible to awaken the least spark of 
honour in the breasts of his persecutors, to prevent the 
bloodshed which must ensue between his friends and 
them, ■ should they attempt to seize him. Edwin and 
Bothwell immediately followed him ^ but Ruthven and 
Scrymgeour remained to take charge of the remains oi 
the faithful Ker,(r) and to quiet the tumult which begaa- 
to murmur amongst the lower orders of the by-standeri. 

— OQOO — 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

A VAGUE suspicion of the Regent and his council, and 
a panic-struclL pusillanimity which shrunk from support- 
ing that Wallace whom the abthanes chose to abandon, 
carried the spirit of slavery from the platform before the 
council-tent, to the chieflains who thronged the ranks of 
Ruthven, even to the perversion of some few who had 
followed the golden -haired ^standard of Bothwell. The 
brave troops of Lanerk (which the desperate battle of 
Palkeith had reduced to not more than sixty men,) alone 
remained unmoved. 

In the moment when the indignant Ruthven saw hie 
Perthshire legions rolling off towards the trumpet of Le 
de Spencer, Scrymgeour placed himself at the head of 
the Lanerkera and with the unfurled banner of Scotland 
marched with a steady step to the tent of Bothwell, whi* 
ther he did not doubt that Wallace had retired. H4 
foand him assuaging the impassioned grief of Edwin fyf 
what had passed; and etriving to modemte the veheBieBl 
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wrath of the faithfkl Morray. '' Pour not out the energy 
of your spirit ufwn these worthless men 1'' said iw, 
'^ leave them to the fates they seelt ; the fat^ they have 
incurred hv the innocent hlood they have shed thu day ! 
The few brave hearts who yet remain loyal , to their 
Country, are' insuftcient to here stem the torrent of cor> 
mption. Retire beyond the Forth; my friend. .Rally all 
true Scots around Hunting-tower. — Let the valiant in- 
mate proclaim himself 3 and at the foot of the Gnunpi- 
ana lock the gates of the Highlands upon our enemies. 
From those bulwarks he will soon issue, and Scotland 
may again be free.'' 

" Free, but never more honored !" cried tidwin, " nev- 
er more beloved by me ! Ungrateful treacherous, base 
land," added he, starting on his feet and raising his 
clasped hands with the vehement adjuration of an indig- 
nant spirit 5 " Oh, that the salt sea would engulph thee 
at once, that thy name and thy ingratitude could be no 
more remembered ! I will never wear a sword for her 
again." " Edwiji !" ejaculated Wallace, in a reproach- 
ful yet tender tone. " Exhort me not to forgive my 
Country !" returned he, " tell me to^ take my deadliest 
foe to my breast 5 to pardon the assassin who strikes his 
steel into my hearty and' 1 will obey you ; but to pardon 
Scotland for the injury that she has done to you} for the 
disgrace which her self-debasement stains this cheek 3 
I never, never can t — I abhor ihese^plMs of Lucifer ! 
Think not, noblest of masters, dN^sfof friends," cried 
he, throwing himself at Wallace's feet, " that I will ev- 
er shine in the light of those envious stars which have 
displaced the sun ! No, tibi soli shall henceforth be the 
impresse on my shield : to thee alone will I ever turn ; 
and till your beams restore your country and\evive me^, 
the springing laurels of Edwin Ruthven shall wither 
where they ^rew !" Wallace folded him to his heart *, 
a tear stood m his eye while his cheek touched that of 
Edwin, and he said in a low voice, -£' If thou art mine j 
thou art Scotland's. Me she rejects.— Mysterious heaven ' 
wills that I should quit my post : but for thee, Edwin, as 
a relic of the fond love I yet bear this wretched country, 
abide by her, bear with her, cherish her, defend^ her for- 
mv sake ; and if Bruce lives^ he will be to thee a second 
Wallace, a friend, a brother!" Edwin listened, wept, 
and fobbed; but his heart was fixed 3 and unable to speak, 
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be broke from his friend's arms and hurried iato an is- 
terior apartment to subdue his emotions. , 

Ruthven now joined his determined opinion with that 
of Bothwell, that if ever a civil war could be sanctified^ 
this was the time 3 and in spite of all that Wallace cooJd 
ui^e s^inst the madness of contendin^or his supremacy 
over a nation which would not yield him obedience, still 
they remained firm in their 'Resolution. Bruce they hard- 
ly dared hope would recover ', and to relinquish the guid- 
ing hand, or th^ir best approved ieadeir at this crisis, was 
a sacrifice no earthly power should compel them to make. 
'' So far from it/' cried Lord Bothwell, dropping on his 
knee and grasping the cross hiU of his sword in both 
hands^ ''I swear by the blood of the crucified Lord of an un- 
grateful world, that should Bruce die, I will obey no ot^er 
king of Scotland than William Wallace V Wallace turn- 
ed ashy pale as he listened to this vow. At that moment 
Scrymgeour entered followed fcrv the Lanerkers ; and all 
kneeling at his feet, repeated the oath of Bothwell, and 
called on him, by the unburied corse of his murdered 
Ker, to lead them forth, and avenge them of his enemies. 

As soon as the agitation of his soul would allow him 
to speak to his faithful group, he stretched his hands over 
them 3 and tears, such as a father would shed who looks 
on the children he is to behold no more, gliding over his 
cheeks 3 he said in a subdued and faltering voice, '' God 
will avenge our friend : m^ sword is sheathed forever. 
May that holy Being who is the truest and best king of 
the virtuous, always be present with you ! I^feel your 
love, and I appreciate it. But, Bothwell, Ruthven, 
Scrymgeour, my faithful Lanerkers, leave me awhile to 
compose mv scattered thoughts. Let me pass this night 
alone 3 anu to-morrow you shall know the resolution of 
your gratetul Wallace \" . 

The shades of evening were closing in, and the Lan- 
erkers, first obtaining permission to keep guard before 
the wood which skirted the tent, respectfully kissing his 
hand withdrew. Ruthven called Edwin firom the recess 
whither he had retired to unburthen his grief 3 but as 
soon as he heard that it was the resolution of his friends 
to preserve the authority of Wallace, or to peririi in the 
contest, the gloom passed firom his fair brow, a smile of 
triumph partMl his lips, and he exclaimed, " All will be 
well agam ! We shall force this deluded nation to recog* 
ni«<^'Ker safety and her happinesi !'' 
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While the determined chiefs held! dtscouree congvniftl 
with the wishes of the youthful knight, Wallace sat al- 
most silent. He seemed revolving some momentous ides; 
he frequently turned his eyps on the speakers with a ix- 
ed recard, which appeared rather full of a grave sorrow, 
than demonstrative of any sympathy in the subjects or 
their discussion. On Edwin he had at times looked with 
penetrating tenderness j and when the bell from the neigh- 
boring convent sounded the hour of rest, he stretched out 
his hand to him with a smile which he wished should 
speak of comfort as well as of affection ; but the soul 
spoke more eloquently than he had intended : his smile 
was mournful, and the attempt to render it otherwise, 
like a transient light over a dark sepulchre, only the 
more distinctly shewed the gloom and horrors within. 
" And am I too to leave you V said Edwin. " Yes, my 
brother,'' replied Wallace, " I have much to do with hea- 
ven and my own thoughts this night. We separate now 
to meet more gladly hereafter. 1 must have solitude to 
arrange my plans. To-morrow you shall know them. 
Meanwhile farewell !'' As he spoke he pressed the af- 
fectionate jouth to his breast, and warmly grasping the 
hands of his three other friends, bade them an earnest 
adieu. 

Bothwell lingered a moment at the tent door, and look- 
ing back ; " let your first plan be, that to-morrow you 
lead us to Lord boulis's quarters to teach the traitor what 
it is to be a Scot and a man !" ** My plans shall be de- 
serving of my brave colleagues,'' replied V/allace ; '' and 
whether they be executed on this or the other side of the 
Forth, you shall find, my long-tried Bothwell, that Scot- 
land's peace and the honour of her best sons are the dear- 
est considerations of your friend." 

When the door closed and Wallace was left alone, he 
stood for awhile in ib*^ middle of the tent listening to the 
departing steps of his friends. When the last sound died 
on his ear ^ " I shall hear them no more !" cried he ; and 
throwing himself into a seat, he remained for an hour 
lost in ,a trance of grievous thoughts. Melanoholy re- 
membrances, and prospects dire for Scotland, pressed up- 
on his surcharged besTt. " It is to God aIo«ie I must eon- 
fide my couati^ !" cried he, ** his meroy will jHtv its mad» 
iiesi, and forgive iti deep transgreasiont. My croty is to 
ytmoTe the omeci of nan fiur from the pow«r of attv k"~ 
Vol. III. H% 
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er exoiting jealptuy^ or awakening zeal/' With theM 
words, be took a pen in his hand to write to Bruce. 

He briefly narrated the events which compeUed bin, 
if he would avoid the grief of having occasioned a civil 
war, to quit his country for ever. The general hostility 
of the nobles ; the unresisting acquiesoence of the people 
in measures which menaced his life and sacrificed the 
freedfHn for which he had so long fought, convinced him, 
he said, that his warlike commission was now closed. He 
was summoned by heaven to exchange the field for the 
cloister : and to the monaetery at Chartres he was now has* 
tening to dedicate the remainder of his days to the oeace 
of a tuture world. He then exhorted Bruce to connde in 
the Lords Ruthven and Bothwell as his soul would com- 
mune with his spirit, for that he would find them true 
unto death. He counselled him, as the leading measure, 
.to circumvent the treason of Scotland's enemies, to go 
immediately to Kilchurn Castle. Loch-awe had retired 
thither on the last approach of De Warenne, meaning to 
call out his vassals for the ememency. Bu^the battle of 
Dalkeith was fought and gained before they could leave 
their heights, and the victor did not need them after- 
wards. To use them for his establishment on the throne 
of his kingdom, Wallace advised Bruce. Amidst the na- 
tural fortresses of the Highlands he might recover his 
health and collect his friends, and openly proclaim him- 
self, ^' Then,*' added he, " when Scotland is your own, 
let its bulwarks be its mountains and its people's arms. 
Dismantle, and raze to the ground the castles of those 
chieftains who have only embattled them to betray and 
enslave their country." Though intent on these poiiti* 
cal sugg^tions, he ceased not to remember his own brave 
engines of war $ and he earnestly conjured his prince, 
that he would wear the valiant Kirkpatrick as a buckler 
on his heart ; that he would place the faithful Scrymg^* 
our and his Lanerkers, with Grimsby, next him as nia 
body guard; and that he would love and cherish the 
brave and tender Edwin, for his sake. *' When my 
prince and friend receives this," added he, " Wallace 
shall have bidden an eternal farewell to Scotland : but his 
heart will be amidst its hills. My king, the friends most 
dear to me, will still he there \ The earthly part of ipy 
beloved wife rests within its bosom. But 1 go to rejoin 
Mr aoul : to meet it in the nightly vigils .of days oonse- 
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erated wholly to the blessed Beine in whose presence shi^ 
rcyoic6s forever. This is no sad destiny, my dear j^lice. 
Our Almighty captain recalls me from dividing with you 
the glory of mantaining the liberty of Scotland ; bat he 
brings me closer to himsel&: I leave the plains of Gilgal, 
to ascend with his* angel into the empyrean ! Mourn not 
then my absence y for my prayers will be with you till 
we are again united in the only place where you can flil- 
Iv know me as I am, thine andf Scotland's never-dying 
friend ! Start not at the bold epithet. My body may 
sink into the grave ; but the ^affections of my immortal 
spirit are eternal as its essence ; and in earth dr heaven I 
am ever yours. 

*^ Should the endearing Helen be near your couch 
when you read this, tell her that Wallace now in idea 
presses her virgin cheek with a brother's chaste farewell, 
'and from his inmost soul he blesses her.'' 

Messages of respectful adieus he sent to Isabella, Lady 
Ruthven, and the Sage of Ercildoun 3 and then kneeling 
down, in that posture he wrote his last invocations for the 
prosperity and happiness of Bruce. ^ 

This letter finished, with a more tranquil mind he ad- 
dressed Lord Ruthven ; detailing to him his reasons for 
leaving such faithful friends so clandestinely 3 and afler 
mentioning his purpose of going immediately to France, 
he ended with those ex.pre8sions of gratitude which the 
worthy chief so well deserved ; and exhorting him to 
transfer his public zeal for him, to the magnanimous and 
royal Bruce, closed the letter, with begging him, for the 
sake of his friend, his kins, and bis country, to return im- 
mediately with all his foUowers to Huntins-tower, and 
to deliver to their prince the inclosed. His letter to 
Scrymgeour spoke nearly the same language. But when 
he began to write to Bothwell, to bid him that farewell 
which his heart foreboded would be forever in this 
world > to part from this hia steady companion in anns, 
his dauntless champion ! he lost some of his composure, 
and his hand-writmg testified the emotion of his mind. 
How then was he shaken when he addressed the yonng 
and devoted Edwin, the brother of his soul ! He dropped 
the pen from his hand. At that moment he felt aii he 
was going to relinouish, and he exclaimed, ** Oh, Scot- 
land ! my ungrateful country ! what is it you do ? I« it 
thai that you repay your moet faithful servants t It it 
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90t «M«g|i that Che wife of my boeora ; the ceaipaiiioii 
<^my youth, should be torn from me by your enemies i 
but yovr hand must wrest from my bereaved heart its 
every other solace. You snatch from me my friends | 
yon would deprive me of my life ! To preserve you from 
that crime, | imbitter the cup of death 3 I go far from 
the tombs of my fathers : from the grave of my Marion, 
where I had fondly hoped to Yest !'' His head sank on 
his arm ; his heart gave way under the pressure of acca* 
mulated regrets, and floods of tears poured from, his 
eyes. Deep and frequent were his sighs, but none an- 
swered hini. Friendship was far distant; and where 
was^that gentle being who would have soothed his sorrow 
OB her bosom 1 She it was he lamented. '* Dreary, drea- 
ry solitude V cried he, looking abound him with an aghast 
perception of all that he had lost : " how have I been 
mocked for these three long years ! What is renown, 
what the loud acclaim of admirinc throngs, what the 
bended knees of worshipping gratefulness, but breath and 
vapor ! It seems to shelter the mountain's top : the blast 
comes ; it rolls from its sides ; and the lonely hill is lefl 
to all the storm ! So stand I, my Marion, when bereft of 
thee. In weal or woe, thy smiles, thy warm embrace, 
were mine ^ my head reclined on that iaitbful breast, and 
still I found my home, my heaven. But now, desolate 
and alone, ruin is around me. Destructions wait on all 
who woum steal one pang fM>m the racked heart of Wil* 
liam Wallace ! even pity is no more for me !•— Take me 
then, O Power of Mercy 1" cried he, stretching forth his 
hands, " Take me to thyself I'' 

A peal of thunder at these words burst on his ear, and 
seemed to roll over his tent, till passing off towards the 
west it died away in a long and solemn sound. Wallace 
rose from his knee, on which he had sunk at this awfiil 
resBonse to his heaven-directed adiuration: *' Thou 
callest me, my father >'^ cried he, with a holy confidence 
dilating his soul ; ^' I go from the world to thee ! — ^I 
come, and before thy altars shall know no human wet- 
ness." 

In a paroxysm of sacred enthusiasm he rushed fmn 
the tent, and reckless whither he went, struck into th9 
depths of Rodyn woods. With the steps of the wind hs 
piivced their remotest thickets, till he reached the most 
fiist^t of the Eske'i tributary stteans -, but th«k did 80I 
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•lop hit eonne, lie bovmded ot»r It, and SBceadiii^ Iti 
moon-fiyfat bank, was itartied by the sound of Int name. 
Grimsby, attended by a youth, stood before bim. The 
▼etexan expressed amazement at meeting his master 
alone at this honr, unfaelmeted and nnanned, in so dan- 
geioQS a direction. ** The road," said be, " between this 
and Stirling is beset with your enemies." Wallace, in- 
stead of noticing this information, inquired of the soldier 
what news he brought from Hunting*tower. ** The 
worst," said he. " "Sy this time the royal Bruce is no 
more !*' Wallace gasped convulsively, and fell against 
a tree. Grimsby paused. In a ftiw minutes the heatt- 
strack chief was able to speak 5 — " Listen not to mv 
groans for unhappy Scotland !" cried he, ** shew me all 
that is in this last phial of wrath." 

Grimsbx. with as much caution as he could, informed 
him that Bruce was so far recovered as to have left his 
couch yesterday, when at noon a letter was brought to 
Lady Helen, who was sitting with him. She opened it^ 
and having read only a few Jines, fell senseless into the 
arms of her sister. Bruce, alarmed for Ruthven, instant- 
ly snatched up the vellum ; but not a word did he speak 
till he had perused it to the end. It was from the Ck>un- 
tess qf Strathearn, cruelly exulting in what she termed 
the demonstration of Wallace's guilt ; and congratulat- 
ing herself on having been the primary means of disco- 
vering it, ended with a boast that his once adoring Scot^ 
land now held him in such detestation as to have doomed 
him to die. It was this denunciation which had struck to 
the sonl of Helen j and while the anxious Lady Ruthven 
removed her inanimate form into another room, he read 
the barbarous triumphs of this disappointed woman. "No 
power on earth can save him now ;" continued she $ 
'' your doting heart must yield him, Helen, to another 
rest than your bridal chamber. His iron breast shall 
meet with others as adamantine as bis own. A hypocrite! 
he felt not pity, he knows no beat of human sympathies, 
and, like a rock» he will fall unpitied, undeplorea. Un- 
d^iored by all hot you, siiiy, self-deluded girl ! My no- 
ble l4»d, the princely De Warenne, informs me that your 
Wallace is outlawed by his own country, and a price set 
upon his bead by ours : hence there is saftty for him no 
Where. Those he has outraged shall be avenged :— and 
hit cam for mercy > who wUl aaowtr them ? No voio* 
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on earth. For none will dare support tromaii.w'hoiii 
both frienda and enemies abandon to destruction/' 

'^ Yea,'* cried Bruce, starting from his seat, '^ I will 
support him. thou damned traitoress ! Bruce will declare 
himself !-^Bruce will throw himself before his friend, 
and in hisl)rea8t receive every arrow meant for 'that god- 
like, heart ! Yes/' criecf he, glancing on the terrified 
looks of Isabella, who believed that his delirium was re* 
turned, *' I would snatch him in these arms fronPtlia 
flames, did all the fiends of hell guard the infernal fire I" 
Not a word more did he utter, but darting into his apart- 
ment, in a few minutes he was seen before the Barbican 
gate armed from head to foot and calling on Grimsby to 
ring him a horse. Grimsby obeyed 3 and at that mo- 
ment Lady Helen appeared from the window, wringing 
her bands, and exclaiming, " Save him, for the love 0? 
heavta, save him I" " Yes," cried Bruce, " or you see 
me n^piore.'' And striking his rowels into his horse, he 
was out of sight in an instant. 

Grimsby followed, and came in view of him just as he 
was attempting to cross a wide fissure in the rocky path ; 
the horse struck his heel against a loose stone as he made 
the leap, and it giving way, he lost his spring aiM fell 
immediately into the deep ravine. At the moment of 
disappearance, Grimsby, with a cry of horror, rushed to- 
wards the spot, and saw the horse struggling in tlie last 
agonies of death at the bottom. — Bruce lay insensible 
amongst some bushes which grew near the top. With 
difficulty the honest Englishman got him dragged to the 
surface of the hill ; and finding all attempts to recover 
him ineffectual, he laid him on his own beast, and so car- 
ried him slowly back to the castle. The sa^ of Ercil- 
doun restored him to life but not to recollection, by let- 
ting him blood. ''The fever returned on him, with a 
delirium so hopeless of recover)','*' continued Grimsliy, 
" that Lord Douglas being not yet returned from Scone 
(where he was stationed to keep all in order during our 
prince's illness,) the Lady Helen in an agony of gpef, 
jent me with this youth to implore you to go to Huntmg- 
tower. ^AU the bdies say they will conceal you tul 
^ruce IS recovered : and then, most noble Wallace^ he 
will proclaim himself and again move with you, his nght 
hand to achieve his crown. But should he he torn from 
tti, Loch-awe is in anna, and the kingdom may beyoun." 
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" Send^H^'' cried Walter Hay falling at liSa feet, 
'' send me back to Lady Helen, and let me tell her that 
our best benefactor, the best guardian of oar country, 
will not abandon us ! Should you depart, Scotland's ge- ■ 
nius will go with you ; again she must sink, again she will 
be in ruins. De Valence will regain possession of my 
dear lady, and vou will not be near to save her.'' 

" Grimsby, Walter, my faithful friends \" cried Wal- 
lace in an agitated voice ; 'M do not abandon Scotland : 
Bh6 drives me from her. Would she have allowed me, . 
I would have borne her in my arms until my latest gasp ; 
but it must be so. I resign her into the Almighty's 
hands to which I commit myself : th^ will also pre- 
serve the Lady Helen from violence. Bruce is with 
ber. — If he lives he will protect her for my sake ; and 
should he die, Bothwell and Ruthven will cherish her 
for their own."' ** But you will go to her," said Grims- 
by. ** Diszuised in these peasant's garments, which we 
have brought for the purpose, you may pass through the 
legions of the Regent with perfect security." " Let me 
implore you, if not for your own sake, for ours ! — Pity 
our desolation, and save yourself for them who can know 
no safety when ;jrou arc gone !" Walter clung by his arm 
as he uttered this supplication. Wallace looked tender- 
ly upon him : — ** I would save myself ; and I will, please 
God," said, he, " but by no means unworthy of myself. 
I ffo, but not under any disguise. — Openly have I defend- 
^ Scotland, and openly will I pass through her lands. , 
Non^, who would not be more ooubly accurst than the 
murderer Cain, will venture to impede my steps. The 
chalice of heaven consecrated me the champion of my 
country, and no Scot dare lift a hestile hand against this ^ 
-anointed head." 

** Whether do you go ?" cried Grimsby. " Let me fol- 
low you, in joy or sorrow !" " And me too, my bene-' 
factor !" rejoined Walter ', " and when you look on me, 
think not that Scotland is altc^ether ungrateful !" 

''My faithful friends," returned he, '' whither I go, I 
must so alone. And, as a proof of your love grant me 
your obedience this once. — ^Kest amongst these thickets 
till morning. I would not have my good Lanerkers dis- 
turbed sooner than is needful by the eivil news you bring. 
At sun-rise ^ounu^ join their camp : then you will know. 
mj destuution. Art till Brace proclaioM nunself at tb« 
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haadoflilsoomitry'g anmeiy fta niy Mke never reveal 
to mortal'maa that he who lies debilitated by sickaen tt 
Hantiog4ower, is other than Sir Thomas de Longoeviile. 
"Rest we cannot/' replied Grimeby, ** bnt still we will 
obey our master. , You tell me to adhere to Bruce and 
to serve him till the hour of his death : I will — ^but 
should he die^ then I may seek you out and again be your 
faithful servant V* ** You will find me before the cross of 
Christ/' returned Wallace, " with saints my fellow sol- 
diers, and 6o4^y only kin^ ; Till then, Grimsby, fare- 
veil. Walter carry my fidelity to your mistress. She 
will share my thoughts with the Blessed Virgin of Hea- 
ven ; for in all my prayers shall her name be remem- 
bered." 

Grimsby and Walter, struck by the holy solemnity of 
his manner, fell on their knees before him. Wallace 
raised his hands : '' Bless, Oh, Father of Li^ht I" cried 
he, " bless this unhappy land when Wallace is no more : 
and let his memory be lost in the virtues and prosperity 
of Robert Bruce!*' 

Grimsby sunk on the earth, and gave way to a buKit 
of manly sorrow. - Walter hid his weeping face in the 
fblds of bis master's mantle^ and while he firmly grasp- 
ed it, only vowed that no force should separate him fi'om 
his benefactor and lord : but in the midst of his g^rief he 
felt the stuff he held, loose in his hand, and looking up, 
saw that the plaid to which he clung was all that remain- 
ed of Wallace : — he had disappear^.(«) 



CHAPTER XEX. 

Wallaov having turned abruptly tway fh>m his 
lamenting servants, struck into the deep defiles of tke 
Fentland hills : and deeming it probable that the deter- 
mined affection of some of ois friends mi^ht utve then' 
to dare tbe perils attendant on his fellowship, he nemtct- 
«d a moment wliich path to take. Certainly not towudn 
Huntinr-tower, to oring immediate destnicttoa on It* 
ragml iababitaot. Neither to any ehi^flatn of the Hig^ 



Inads, to give rise to « spirit of eivil isarf^ whioli niilit: 
net allerwMde be saaetioBed by He only jest ewnsn^ III*. 



' THE SCOTTISH CHIEFS. 196 

ther would he poisue the eastern track ; for in that d i- 
rection, as pointing to France, his friends would seek 
him— He therefore turned his steps towards the ports of 
Ayr : the road was circuitous, but it would soon enough 
take him from thd land of his fathers, from the country 
he must never see acain. ' 

As morning dispefled the shades of night, it discovered 
still more dreary glooms. A heavy mist hung over the 
hills and roUea Mfore him along the valley. Still he 
pursued his way, although as day advanced the vapors 
collected into thicker blackness, and floating down the 
heights in portentous volumes, at last burst in a torrent 
of overwhelming rain. All was darkened around by the 
descending water ', and the accumulatins floods dashing 
from the projecting craigs above, swelled the burn in his 
path to a roaring nver. Wallace stood in the midst of 
it with its wild waves breaking against his sides. The 
rain fell on his uncovered head, and the chilling blast sigh* 
ed in his streamins hair. — Looking around him, he paus- 
ed a moment amid this tumult of nature : " qiust there 
be strife even amongst the elements, to shew that this is 
no longer a land for me ? — Spirits of these hills/' cried 
he, '' pour not thus your rage on a banished man ! — A 
man without a friend, without a home !" He started, and 
smiled at his own adjuration. ^' The spirits of my an- 
cestors ride not in these blasts : the delegated powers of 
heaven, launch not this tempest on a defenceless head ; 
'tis chance : but affliction shapMSs all things to its own like- 
ness. Thou, Oh ! mv Father, would not sufler any de- 
mon of the air to bena thy broken reed ! Thewfore, rain 
on ye torrents ! ye are' welome to William Wallace. 
He can well breast the mountain storm, who has stem- 
med the ingratitude of his country.'' 

Hills, rivers, and vales, were measured by his solitary 
steps, till entering on the heights of Clvdesdale the 
broad river of his native glen spread its enaeared waters 
before him. Not a waVe passed along that had not kis- 
sed the feet of some scene consecrated to his memory* 
Before him, over the western hills, lay the lands of his 
forefathers. There he had first drawn his breath ; there 
he imbibed from the lips of his reverend grand-father, 
now no more, those lessons of virtue by which he had 
Uved. and for which he was now ready to die. Far to 
the left itretcbed the wide doouunt of Ltmin»|it^ ' 
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4ft0ra iiit yoftthlbl liMit fint knew th« ^Ise ef lore } I 
thtre all nature tmiled upon him, for Marion waa near, 
imd hope hailed him 6rom every snfi-Ut mountain's brow. 
lOnwara, in the depths of the cliffs lay Ellerslie, where he 
had tasted the joys of paradise ; but all there, like that 
once blessed place, now lay in one wide ruin ! 

" Shall I visit thee again V* said he, at he hurried along 
the beetling craigs; ''EUerslie! Ellerslie!" cried he, 
^' 'tis no hero, no triumphant warrior, that approaches! 
Receive, — shelter thy deserted, widowed master ! I come, 
iny Marion, to mourn thee in thinfe own domains!'' 
lie flew forward ; he ascended the cliffs ; he rushed down 
the hui^l-crowneid path-way, but it was no longer smooth, 
thistles and thick ly-interwoven under-wood, obstructed 
his steps. Breaking through them all, he turned the angle 
of the rock, the last screen to the view of his once be- 
loved home. On this spot he used to stand on moon- 
light evenings, watching the graceful form of his Ma- 
rion as she passed to and fro by her window, preparing 
for her nightly rest. His eye now turned instinctively 
to the same point ; but it s&zed on vacancy. His home 
had disappeared : one solitary tower alone remained, 
standing like ** a hermit the last of his race/' to mourn 
over tM desolation of all with which it had once been 
flinT0ttnded.({) Not a human being now moved on the 
i!^)0t which three years before was thronged with his 
grateful vassals. — Not a voice was now heard, where 
then sounded the harp of Halbert ; where breathed the 
eoul-entrancing song of his beloved Marion I " Death !" 
cried he, striking his breut, " how many ways hast thou 
- to bereave poor -mortality ! Hill, all gone ! — My Marion 
deeps in Both well : the faithful Halbert at her feet. 
And my peasantry of Lanerk, how many of you have 
found untimely graves in the bosom of your vainly rescu- 
(td country !" 

He sprang on the mouldering fragments heaped over 
the pavement of what had been the hall. ** My wife's 
Mood marks these stones !" cried he. He flunff himself 
along them, and a groan burst from his heart. It echoed 
mournfully fVom the opposite rock. — He started, and 

Cid around. " Solitude ! solitude !" cried he, with a 
t smile; ''nought is here but Wallace and his sor- 
row. Marion ! I call, and even thou dost not answer 
ni> thou who tver flow at the sotmd of m^ voice ! Look 
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the flky ; ** look on rae ; and for once, for ever^ cheer 
thy lonely, heart -stricken Wallace." Tears choked hia 
fiirther utterance : and once more laying bis htad uporn 
the stones, he wept in soul-dissolving sorrow ttU eihaorto 
«d nature found repose in sleep. 

The snn was gilding the grey summits of the ruined 
tower under whose shadow he fay, when Wallace slowly 
opened his eyes ; and looking around him, he smote hia 
In^ast, and with a heavy groan sunk back upon the 
atones. In the silence which succeeded this burst of 
memory he thought he heard a rustling near him, and a 
half-suppressed sish. He listened breathlessly. The 
sigh was repeated. He gently raised himselt on hia 
hand, and with an expectation ne dared hardly whisper 
to himself, he turned towards the spot whence the sound 
proceeded. The branches of a rose^ree, once a favour* 
ite of his Marion, shook violently, and scattered the 
leaves of their ungatbered flowers upon the brambles 
which grew beneath. Wallace rose in agitation ; and 
perceived the skirts of a human figure which had re- 
treated behind the ruins. He advanced towards it, and 
beheld Eklwin Ruthvcn. The moment their eyes met, 
Edwin precipitated himself at his feet and clinging to 
him, exclaimed, " Pardon me this pursuit ! But we meet 
to part no more !'' Wallace raised him and strained 
him to his breast in silence. Edwin, in hardly artica* 
late accents continued 3 " Some kind Power checked 
yonr hand when writing to your Edwin. Yon could 
not command him not to follow you ! you left the letter 
unfinished ; and thus 1 come to bless you for not con<- 

dfemning me to die of a broken heart !'' '' I did not 

write farewell to thee," cried Wallace, looking moum»> 
fully on him ; ''but I meant it : for I must part from all 
I love in Scotland. It is my doom. This country needs 
me not ; and I have need of heaven. I go into its out- 
courts at Chartres. Follow me there, dear boy, when 
thou hast accomplished thy noble career on the earth, 
and then our grey hairs shall mingle together over the 
altar of the God of Peace : but now, receive the far»> 
well of thy friend .y-Return to Bruce, and be to him the 
dearest representative of William Wallace."—" Never, 
never !" cried Bkiwin, " Thou alone art my tt-inee, mjf 
firiead, my brother, myall in this wofM !--lly|»^~^ 
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dear m they are, would have buried my youth in a clois* 
ter 5 but your name called me to honor : and to you, 

in life or death, I dedicate my being." ^" Then," 

returned Wallace, ** that honor summons you to the 
eide of the dying Bruce. He is now in .the midst of 
his foes." " And where art thou ?" interrupted Ed- 
win ; " Who drove thee hence but enemies ? who line 
these roads, but wretches sent to betray their benefac- 
tor ? No, my ^end, thy fate shall be my fate, thy woe 
my woe ! We live or die tocetber : the field, the clois- 
ter, or the tomb; all shall be welcomed by Edwin 
Ruthven, if they separate him not from thee !" Seeing 
that Wallace was going to speak, and fearful that it was 
to repeat hu commands to b^ led alone, he suddenly 
exclaimed with vehemence, " Father of men and angels! 
grant me thy favour, only as I am true to the vow I nave 
ewom, never more to leave the side of Sir William 
Walkce!" 

To urge the dangers to which such a resolution would 
expose this too faithful friend, Wallace knew would be 
in vain : he read an invincible determination in the eye 
■and gesture of Edwin ; and therefore, yielding to the 
. demands of friendship, he threw himself on his neck : — 
'' For thysake, Edwm, I will yet bear with mankind at 
laj^e ! Thy bloom of honor shall not be cropt by my 
hand. We will go tc^ether to France, and while 1 rest 
under the lilies of its good king, thou shalt bear the 
standard of Scotland in the land of our ally, against the 

proud enemies of Bruce." " Make of me what you 

will ;" returned Edwin, pressing his hand to his lips i 
" only do not divide me from yourself '." 

Wallace now told his friend that it was his design to 
cross the hills into Ayrshire", in some of the ports of 
which he did not doubt he should find some vessel bound 
for France. This design, Edwin overturned by telling 
him, that in the moment the abthanes re-pledsed their 
secret faith to Edward, they sent a strong guara to Ayr- 
shire, to watch the movements of his powenul relations, 
and to prevent their either hearing of, or marching to ' 
the assistance criT their wronged* kmsman. Since then, 
no sooner was it discovered by the insurgent lords at 
Roslyn that Wallace had disappeared from the camp, 
than supposing he meant to ^meal to Philip, they dis- 
patehea eiprwMs all along toe westom and eutem 
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eoutB, from the Friths of Forth and Clyde to theie of 
Sol way and- Berwick upon' Tweed, to interoept him. 
Wallace, on finding that all avenues from the ■outhcm 
part of hit country. were closed upon him, determined 
to try the north : Some hay in the western Highlands 
might open its yet not ungrateful arms, to set its bene- 
&ctor free. ** And if not by a ship/' returned Eldwin, 
" a fisher's boat shall launch us from a countrr which is 
no lonser worthy of you, — and, by the power of Him who 
hushed the raging waves of Galilee, my master will yet 
find a haven and a friend [" 

Their course was then taken along the Cartlane eraigs 
at a distance from those villages and mountain cots 
which, leaning from their verdant heights, seemed to 
invite the traveller to refreshment and repose. Though 
the sword of Wallace had won them this quiet } thouffh 
his wisdom, like the cornucopia of Ceres, had spread the 
lately barren hills with beauteous harvests, yet, had an 
ear of com been asked in his name, it would have been 
denied. A price was set upon his head j and the lives 
of all who should succour him would be forfeited ! — 
He who had given bread and homes to thousands, was 
left t9 perish, — ^had not where to lay his head. Edwin 
looked anxiously on him as at times they sped silently 
alon^ : " Ah I" thought he, " this heroic endurance of 
evil IS the true cross of our celestial captain ! Let whe 
will carry its painted insignia to the Holy Land, here is 
the man that oears the rciil substance, and walks undis* 
mayed in the path of bis sacrificed lord V* • 

The black plums^e of a common Highland bonnet, 
which Edwin purchased at one of the cottages whither 
he had gone alone to huy a few oaten cakes, huna over 
the face of his friend. That face no longer blazed with 
the fire of generous' valor ; it was pale and sad :-^but 
whenever he turned his eye on Edwin, the shades which 
seemed to envelope it disappeared) a bright smile spoke 
the peaceful consciousness within ; and a look of grate- 
ful affectijn expressed his comfort at having found that 
in defiance ypf every dans^er. he was not yet forsaken, 
twin's happy spirit rejoiced in exery glad beam which 
shone on the face of him h^ loved. It awoke felicitv in . 
his heart : for merely to be on occasions Hear Wallace 
and to share his confidence with others, had always 
filled him with joy } but now to be the only one oa 
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Ifefcem bi9 ilofile beart lelEiied Tor ooqaol»tio», \h» \t&Bm 
unottttraUe. He trod in atr, and even chid hie beatii^ 
iMsit for the threes of deiight which seemed to exult 
when his friend suffered :*— '' Bat not so/' ejaci^ated he 
internally ; " it is delight to live and die with thee. And 
tf it be such pleasure even to share thy calamity ; what 
will be my felicity when 1 dwell with thee io securitjF 
mnd {Hrincely iioaors ! For, such, dearest of friends, will 
be the weic^MQe of Philip to his lord of Gascony !'' 
These thoughtsTsoraforted Edwin ; but he did not allow 
them to escape his bosom. 

' As they arrived within sight of the high towers of 
Both well Castle, Wallace stopped. *' We must not go 
thither," said Edwin, replying to the sentiment which 
spoke from the eyes of his friend; the servants of my 
cousin Andrew may not be as faithful as their lord|"—- 
^ I will not try them;" returned Wallace with a resign- 
ed smile, ** my presence in Bothwell chapel shall not 
plack danger on the bead of my dauntless Bturray. She 
wakes in heaven for me, whose body sleeps there ; and 
knowing where to find the jewel, my friend ! shall I lin> 
ger over the casket V* 

While he yet spoke, a cbieflain on horse-back sudden* 
It emerged from the trees which led to the castle, and 
drew to their side. Edwin was wrapped in his plaid ; 
aad cautiously concealing his face that no chance of his 
being recognized, might betray his compinion, walked on 
without once looking at the stranffer, the first glance at 
whose knightly caparisoned horse had declared his quali- 
ty. But Wallace oeing without any shade over the no- 
me contour of a form which, for majesty and grace war 
onequalled in Scotland, was not to be mistaken. He mo* 
ved swifUy forward. The horseman spurred after him. 
Wallace perceived himself pursued and therefore known, 
and aware that he must be overtaken, suddenly stopped. 
Edwin in a moment drew his sword and would have giv* 
en it into the hand of his friend, but Wallace putting it 
back, rairidly answered ; " Leave my defence to this ua-:^ 
weaponed arm. I would not use steel again/t m^ conn- 
tiyiBen, but none shmU take me while I have a smew to 
ranst.'' 

The ehieftain now ciMcked ku horse nt fitmt of Wal- 
Untm, had raspoctfitllT taititof hie visor, dieeoveradi' Sir 
JiinilfMi|(rtttu Al «igkt «r kia, fiihwi dh^ydl U» 
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poiat of Ms yet uplifted sword ; aiid> Wallace attfpptag- 
Dack; '' Mbnteith," said he, " I am sorry for this reneoB* 
txe. If jou would be safe from the destiny which parsueib 
me, Tou must retire immediately, and forget that we have 
met." — '* Never !" cried Monteith, '-^ I know the ingrati- 
tude of an envious country drives the bravest of her 
cham]^onB from its borders ', but I also know what be> 
longs to myself ! To serve you at all hazards ; and in my 
castle of Newark on the Frith of Clyde, to demcnistrate 
my sense of the dangers you once incurred for me. I 
therefore thank my fortune for this rencontre.'' 

In^Tain Wallace ui^ed his determination not^o bring 
peril on even the obscurest of his countrymen, by so- 
journing under any roof till he were far from Scotland. 
In vain he pointed to Monteith the outlawry which 
would await him should the infuriate abthanes discover 
that be had given their self-created enemy a shelter. 
Monteith, ailer as unsuccessful persuasions on his. side, 
at last declared that he knew a vessel was now lying at 
Newark in which Wallace might embark without enter* 
ing any house. He ended with imploring that his friend 
would allow him to be bis guide to its anchorage. To en- 
force this supplication he threw himself off his horse, and 
leaving it to stray whither it would, with protestations of 
fidelity that trampled on all dangers he entreated, even 
with tears and the most vehement gestures of despair, 
not to be refused the last comfort which he foresaw be 
should ever know in his now degraded countrv. " Once 
I saw Scotland's steady champion, the brave Douglas, ri- 
fled from our shores ! Do not then doom me to a second 
grief, bitterer than the first 3 do not you yourself drive 
me from the side of her last hero ! Ah ! let me behold 
yeu, companion of my school-days, friend, leader, bene- 
lactor ! till the sea wrests you forever frpra my eyes !"— 
Exhausted and affected, Wallace gave his faand to Mon- 
teith : the tear of gratitude stood in his eye. He looked 
affectionately from Monteith to Edwin, from Edwin to 
Monteith ; " Wallace shall yet live in the memory of ^ 
virtuous of this land : you, my friends, prove it. I go 
richlv forth, for the hMtrtaef good men are my oompMi* 
ions." 

Am tii^ joameyed along the devioni wiadingB of the 
Oyde, andpaisedat a distance the affpinog turreU of 
RtttlMiflen, Edwin fmaiwltci tiMaudwHlt ** Ftiom 
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thU cbnich, a few moKths ago, did you diettita a Con- 
queror's terms to England •''—<< And now that retj 
£iig)and makes me a fugitive i" returned Wallace. — 

* "^ ! not England !'' interrupted Edwin, " you bow not 
to her. It is blind^ mad Scotland^ who thus thrusts her 
benefactor from her !''~~*'< Ah ! then, my Edwin/' re- 

. joined he, " read in me the history of thousands 1 So va- 
rious is the fate of atopic's idol : toniay he is worahip- 
jied as a Gcd, to«morrow thrown into the fife !'' 

' Mont^ith tum^ pale at this conversation, and quick- 
ening his steps, in silence hurried past the opening of the 
valley which presented the yiew of RuthereJen. 

Nifffat overtook the travellers at the little village of 
Lumloch, about two hours' journey from Glasffow. Here, 

' as a severe storm came on, M<mteith advisM his friends 
to take shelter and rest. ** As you object to lodge with 
man,'' said he, ** you may sleep secure in an old ruined 
barn which at present has no ostensible owner. I saw it 
as I passed this way from Newark. But I rather wish 

?^6u would forget this too chary regard for others, and 
odge with me in the neighboring cottage.'' ^'Wallace 
was insensible to the pelting of the elements; his unsub- 
dued spirit neither wanted rest for mind nor body ; but 
the languid voice and lingering step of the young Edwin 
who had been unused to such fatigue on foot, penetrated 
his heart ; and notwithstanding that the resolute boy, on 
the first proposal of Monteith, suddenly rallied hirnaelf, 
and declarea that he was neither weary nor faint, Wal**^ 
lace saw that he was both, and yielded his consent to be 
conducted from the storm. "But not/' said he, *' into the 
house. We will go into the barn 3 and there, on the dry 
earth, my Edwin and I, wilksleep." 

Monteith did not oppose him farther, and pushibg open 
the door, Wallace and Edwin entered. Thehr friend 
soon afler followed with a light, which he brought from 
the cottage, and pulling down some unheaped straw, 
strewed it on the grotind for a bed. "Here I shall sleep 
like a prince," cried Eklwin, throwing himaelf along the 
scattered truss. " But not," returned Monteith, " till I 
have disengaged you from your wet garments ; and for the 
sake of future scenes of prowess, preserved your arms 
and brigandine from the rust of this night." Edwin sank 
in weariness, said little in opposition ; and havins suffisr- 
ed Monteith to take away his swoid and dagger/ and to 
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%aUaee, that he might not diftinb hk ftieiiia bi 
muTBHir of debate, alao yielded te the nqneat of 1 
teith, idid mibacUinff bis cmraali, gave it to him, 
laying himself down ey Edwin, w&vod their conduci 
good night. Monteith m>dded thfe same, and closed 
door apon his vietims. 

WeU known to the generals in hin||[ Edward's a 
as one whose sovl was a mere counter m traffick, A^ 
de Valence (on being appointed Lord Warden of S 
land in the room of ue Warenne, who was incapoc 
ed by the wonnd he had received in the last battle 
Ihdkeith,) told his kin|[, that if he Would authorise 
to offer an Earldom with adequate estates to Sir . 
Monteith the old friend of Wallace, he was sure s 
pacious a chieftain would trayerse sea and land t< 
that formidahle Soot into the hands of EnsUnd. T 
cline Edward to the proflfer of so larre a oribe, Dc 
lence instanced Monteith'a hatinff volunteered, whil 
commanded with Sir Eustace Auxwell on the bor 
to betray the forces under him to the English gen 
The treachery was accepted ; anid for its ezecutio] 
received a casket of uncounted gold. Some otherp 
of his devotion to England were mentiooed by la 
lence. " You mean his devotion to money !'' re^iet 
l^ng : '' and if that will make him ours at this c 

five him overflowing cofi^rs. but no Earldom ! — Th 
must have the head of Wallace, I wo^ld not hav« 
of my peers shew a title written in his blood. Ill c 
must sometimes be done, but we do not emblaion 
perpetraton !" 

De Valence having received his credentials, sent 
liburton (A Scottish nrisoner who bought his li^ 
too dear by such an embasnge,) to impart to Sir 
Monteith the King of England's proposal. Mod 
was then castellan of Newanc, where he had kept 
ibr many months under a pretence of the re-openii 
cdd wounds ; but the fact was, his treasons were con 
0d with so many accomplices that he feared some 
graceful disclosure, and therefore kept out of the w 
exciting any public attention. Avarice was his m 
passion \ and his suspicions that there was treasni 
tthe iron box which he had,, unwitting of such acii 
; Vol. in. I 



^asMtoniigiiBd to WatUAee, fiwt cliBMni to{bin:lM 
idolatry of gold. His murmurs for haviog aUoiBHi Umi 
^•s to leave his Ootaiession, gafO flie abroi irhidt eaiiMed 
the dimsters at EUeralie and bis own iminddlBte inmn** 
wvient. The lieotenast at Lanerk, after' thedealA c^ 
Heaelrigffe^ sent Monteith then his pnnooer, tesBrdt 9tjLp4 
ling, for GressinglMuii to panish according to hjaplieatore. 
Sir John made nis escape from the putjtltal: eonreyeA 
jum^ but in flying thrdugh a wood feU intoSouUifaJnxids. 
That inhuman chieftain threatened to nBtam him imme« 
diatelyi to hia dun^eoM ; and to avoid edok a miafiurtiine^ 
Moniteith engaged in the conspiracy to brings Lady He* 
ten from the pnory to the anna of this moaater. On het 
0acape, the infuriate Soulis; would have wreaked hi^ 
vengeance on htie vile eoadjutor by auirendering him to 
Hm enmnies, but Monteitb, aware w his deagn, fled, and 
Aed even into the danger he would have avoided. H« 
fell in with a roaming party of Southrons, who oonvetyed 
him to Ayr. His shwt ao)oom with Soulis had pluBgisd 
His soul d^ep in guilt. He had onee immolated bis hoa« 
or, and he now- kept no terms with conscience. Amntf 
soon understood what manner of man was in his custody t 
and by sharing with him the pleasures of his table, nna 
giving him certain divisions of the plunder that was dai-* 
ly mught in, he learnt from him all the infonnatioa 
respecting the strength and riches of the country Ibit 
was in hiib power to communicate. His afiier htstOiy was 
a series or treaelwries to Scotland, never discovered; 
and in return for them, an accumulation of wealth from 
EiE^land, the contemplation of which seemed to be his 
sole enjoyment. This new oder of De Valence's was 
therefore greedily embraced. He happened to be at 
Rnther^en when Haliburton brought the proposal ; and 
in the cloisters of its («) church was its tell agreement 
signed. He transmitted back bis oath to De Valence, 
that he would die or win his hire :— and bavins dispatch* 
ed spies to the camp at Eoslyn, as soon as he was in^* 
formed of Wallace^s disappearance, he judged from his 
knowledge of that chiefs retentive ajfections, that whith* 
ersoever he intended finally to go, be would first visit 
EUerslie and the tomb of his win. Accordins to thie ] 
Amnion, he planted his emissaries in favourable siiua* 
ttonsoAthe road, and then proeeeded to intercept bis) 
i«otim at (he protiiBbie plaoes. 



to tale tlie waj to EUaraUe, when the ofeneet of hie wotmk 
presented liimMlf at the openiqg of the weoda. 

Triumphant in hU deceit, this master of kgrpoeriejF left 
the barn in which he had teen Wallace una hia yoww 
;friend lie down on that ground from which he had d*te» 
mined they should never more ariee. Aware that ihib 
nnconquerable aoul of Wallace would never allow him» 
self to be taken alive, he had stipulated with De VakaMft 
that the delivery of his head should entitle hkn to afiiH 
reward. From Rutherelen to Lumloch, no place had 
presented itself in which he thought he could judicionslj 
plant an ambuscade to surprise the unsuspecting WaJr 
lace. But in this village he had stationed so large n forca 
j}f ruthless savages brought for this purpose, by-Halibofr 
toil from the Irish island of Rathlin, that their employer 
had hardly a doubt of this night being the laet of his to» 
trusting friend's existence. These Rathlinera neither 
Jmew ,of Wallace nor his exploits 3 but the lower order 
of Scots, however they might fear to succor his distxesi^ 
loved his person, and ielt so bound to him b^ his action*, 
that Monteith durst not apply to any one of them to fs» 
cond his villainr. 

The hour of midnight had passed, and yet he ceuld 
not summon courage to lead his men to their nefariQOi 
attack. Twice they ntfged him, before he arose from his 
affected sleep : but guilt had murdered deep I and he lay 
awake, restless, and longing for the dawn :-*-aad ^et ere 
thftt dawn the deed was to be accomplished which wae 
to entitle him to half the treasury of king Edward ! A 
cock crew from a neighboring farm. '' That is the sign 
of morning, and we have yet done nothing !'' exclaimed 
a surly ruffian, who leaned on his battle-axe in- an oppo* 
site corner of the apartment. " No, it is the signal of 
our enemy's captivity i'' cried Mbateith, ** Follow me, 
but gently. If ye speak a word, or a single target rattles 
before ye fall upon him, we are lost ! — It is a being of 
supernatural might, and not a mere man whom yon go to 
encounter.^He that first disables him shall have a dou- 
ble reward.^' 

" Depend imon us," returned they ; and stealing ca«- 
iiously out of the cottage after their leader, the? wlvan- 
ced with a noiseless step towards the ban. jfoateitli 
giiind at t)M doer, mlui^ « aiga* to his turn to halt 
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'MBi liiB)iitdM)d.~H^jnit fa» eu to t cr^iee i Bdt ii 
■tilittmtir Wtt beard ^thm. H« g^tly raised the'' latcli, 
tDd fetting the door wide ope|n, with nis finger on his lip, 
Beekonedhi* foUowefS/ Tfaej^ breathlessty approached 
ihtf threshold. The meridian moon shone fan into thcr 
li&vel/cnd shed a broad light upon their victims. The 
iiiiiocent &ce of Edwin rcfsted on the bosom of his friend, 
and the arm of Wallace lay on the striKw with which he 
Ind covered the tender bodjr of hitf companion. So fair 
« picture of mortad friendship was never before beheldf. 
But the hearts were bUrid which looked off it, and Mon- 
teith giving the signal, he retreated out of the cfoor while 
lufl men rushed fyt^rd to bind Wallace as he lay ; but 
ihb first in his eagcrrnete, striking hishead against a joist 
ia, the roof; utterwl a fierce oath. The noise roused waU 
lace, whose wakeful senses bad rather slumbered thaa 
dept, and opening his eyes he sprung on his feet. A 
mmnent told him his enemies were around. — Seeing him 
ttse, thev precipitated themseives forward with impreca- 
tions. His eyes blazed like two terrible meteors'^ and 
with a sudden motion tlf his arm he seemed to hold them 
at a distance, while his godlike figure stood a tower in 
collected might. Awe-struck, the men paused, but tt 
was only for an instant. The sight of Edwin now start- 
ing from his ftleep, his aghast countenance as he felt fbr 
his weapons, his cry when he recollected they were gone, 
Inspired the assassins with ftesh courage. Battle-axes, 
8WOKds,and rattling chains, now flashed before the eyes 
of Wallace. The pointed steel in a hundred places en 
tered his body, while with part of a broken bench which 
chanced to he near him, ne defended himself and Ed- 
win from this merciless host. Edwin, seeing nought but 
the death of his friend flittinff before his sight, regardless 
of himself, made a spring from his side and siiatched a* 
dasher from the belt of one of the murderers. The ruf- 
fian next him instantly caught the intrepid boy by the 
throaty and in that horrible clutch would in a moment 
have deprived him of life, had not the lion grasp of Wal- 
lace seized the man in his arms, and with a pressure that 
made his mouth burst out with blood, conipelled him to 
foreeo his hold. Edwin released, Wallace dropped his 
asssllant who staggering a few paces, fell senseless to the 
ground and the instant after expired. 
^ The cenffict now became doohlydfl^rat»»—Edwio'a: 



6iflg«ir twio« dfifeoded the bie9«t of his fiMM<> Twovl 
the aanariiu %e had stabbed to the heart. — " Harder thai 
urchin I" cried Monteith^ who obserrin^ from withoul^ 
all that passed, and seeing the carnage or his men, fear- 
ed that Wallace might yet make his escape. '' Hall V* 
cried Wallace at tte sound of Monteith's voice giving 
such an order ; — *' Then we are betrayed— but not bj 
heaven. Strike one of you that ansel youth/' cried he, 
"and you will incur damnation!'" — He spoke to the 
winds. They poured towards Edwin. Wallace with a 
, ffiant's strength dispersed them as they advanced : the 
beam of wood fell oh the heads and struck the breasts of 
his assailantjs. Himseir bleedioff at evenr pore, felt not 
a smart while he yet defended Edwin. But a shout was 
heard from the door : a faint cry was heard at his side. 
—He looked round. — Edwin lay extended on the ground 
with an arrow quivering in his heart : his closing ey^ 
still looked upwards to h\» friend. The beam, fell from 
the hands of Wallace. He threw himself on his knees 
beside him. The d^in|^ boy pressed his hand to his 
heart; and dropped his head upon his bosom.— —Wallace 
moved not, spoKe not^ His hand was bathed in the blood 
of his friend, but jyol a pulse h^at beneath it } no breath 
warmed the paralyzed cniirof lus face as it hung over the 
motionless head of Edwin^ 

The men, more terrified at this unresisting stillness, 
than ev«n at the invincible prowess of his arm, stood gaz^ 
ing on him in mute wonder. But Monteith, in whom 
the fell appetite of avarice had destroyed every percep- 
tion of humanity, sent in other ruffians with new thongs 
to bind Wallace^^-They approached him with terror : 
two of the strongest, sU^lii^ behind him, and Ukins ad-^ 
vantage of his face beii^ bent upon that of his murdered 
Edwin, each in the same moment seized his hands. As 
they griped them fest bstween both theirs, and others ad- 
vance eagerly to festen the bands, he Ipoked calmly up : 
but it was a dreadful calm, it e^ke of despair, of the full 
completion of all woe.—'' Bring chains^' cried one of 
the men, " he will burst these thongs.'^ 

" Yott mavbind me with a hair,'' said he, '' I contend 
BO more.'' The bands were fastened on bis wrists, and 
then taminff towards the lifeless body of Edwin, he raised 
it gently in his arms. The rosy red of youth yet tinged 
^coM^chttk; : his {tfted lips still beamed witk t sniilp. 



btti tWtireiiX&tluilliad ao sweetly inform^ tbiiA iiNit 
flown. — ''d ! my best brother that crer I li&d.in tTic 
world t" cried he, in a sudden transport, ftnd kissing his 
gale forehead ; *^ My sincere friend in my greatest neod \ 
In thee was truth, msinhood, and nobleness; in thee was 
all man^s fidelity, with woman's tenderness. My friend, 
my brother, Oh I would to God I had died fbr thee ^^ttf} 

— 0000 — 

CHAPTER XX. 

Lord Ruthven had hardly recovered from the shock 
Which the perusal of Wallace's solemn adieu, and the 
confin&ation which the recitals of Grimsby and Hay 
brought of his determined exile had given to his worth- 
devoted heart, when he was struck with a new consterna- 
tion by the flight of his son. A billet which Edwin had 
left With Scrymffeour who guessed not its contents, told 
his fkther that ne was gone to seek their friend and to 
unite himself forever with ^is fortunes. 

Bothwell, not less eager to preserve Wallace to the 
World, with an intent to persuaoe him to at least abaA- 
doA fau monastic project, lost not an hour, but set off 
from the nearest port direct fbr France, hoping to ar- 
rive before his friend, and to engage the French monarch 
to asrist in preventing so grievous a sacrifice. Ruthven 
meanwhile, fearful that the unarmed Wallace and the 
eelf-regardiess Edwin, might fall into the hands of the 
Venal wretches widely dispersed^ to seize the chief and 
his adherents, sent out the Lanerkers (eager to embrace 
the service) in different parties and in divert dis^ises to 
pursue the roads it was probable he might take and find- 
ing him, guard him safely to the coast. Till Ruthven 
fthould receive accounts of their success, he forebore to 
forward the letter which Wadlace had leh for Bruce, or 
to increase the solicitude of the aJready anxious inhabi- 
tlmts of Hunting-tower, with any intimation of what had 
happened. But on the fourth day, Scrymgeonr and his 
party returned with the horrible narrative of Lumloch. 

Waltece, after the murder of his youthful friend, had 
|peen loaded, with irons, and was conveyed so nnresiktifig- 
ijr that he seemed in a stupor, on boaid & veawsl, to M 
•tnicd ittnediatvly to the to#er of LoAdoa tOYtceift 



■enieMA af . dcirth.--8tr John MoBteltli; iho^h h« wmt 
Tentured into his sight, attended as his gaoler and as the 
&l8e witness who was to put a vizard upon cruelty, and 
swear away his life. The horror and grief of Rnthven 
at these tidings were unutterable : and Scryoigeour, to 
turn the tide of the bereaved father's thoughts to the in* 
spiling recollection of the early glory of his son, poceed- 
ed to narrate, that he found the beauteous remains lying 
ra the hovel bedec^ked with flowers by the village girls, 
who were weeping over it and lamenting the pitiless heart 
which could slay such youth and loveliness. To bury 
him in so obscure a spot, Scrymgeour would not allow, 
and he had sent Stephen Ireland with the sacred corse to 
Dumbarton, with orders to see him entombed in the 
chapel of that fortress — *' It is done,'' continued the wor- 
thy knight, '^ and those towers he so bravely scaled, will 
stand for ever the monument of Edwin Ruthven \" This 
wound had struck deep into the heart of the father. — 
He felt it in bis soul, but he did not complain. " Scrym- 
geour," said be, " the shafts fall thick upon us, but we 
must fulfil our duty." Cautious of inflicting too heavy a 
blow on the fortitude of his wife and Helen, he command- 
ed Grimsby and Hay to withhold from every body at 
Hunting-tower the tidings of its young lord's fate ; and 
then he dispatched them with the letter of Wallace to 
Bruce, and the dreadful information of Monteith's treach- 
ery. Ruthven ended his short epistle to his wife, by spy- 
ing he should quickly follow his messenger, but that at 
E resent he had some necessary arrangements to make 
efore he could entirely abandon the l^owlands to the 
temporal^ empire of the seditious chiefs. 

On Gnmsby's arrival at Hunting-tower he was coBr 
dncted immediately to Bruce. ' The delirium had only 
left him that morning ; and though weak and lying on his 
couch he was conteiraing with Ercildoun that he should 
be able to set oat for Wallace's camp on the following 
day, when Grimsby entered the room. The counte- 
nance of the honest Southron was the harbinger of his 
news. Lady Helen started from her seat, and Bruce, 
stretching out his arm, eagerly caught the packet which 
Grimsby nresented. Isabella, reading her sister's anxie- 
ty in her looks, inquired if an were well with Sir W41» 
liam Wallace ? Biit ere he could make any answer, La* 
ij Rathven iw& brtatUestly into the room with a lettei' 
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.^ _ ia lier huid which Hay bad praviouslj deUtwtd to 
her.-— Brace had just read the first line which annouiiced 
the csotivity of Wallace, and with a crv which pierceil 
throagn the souls of every one present, he made an at- 
tempt to spring from the couch, b^t in the act he reeled, 
and feU back insensible. The apprehensive heart or 
Helen guessed 'Some direful explanation : she looked 
with speechless inquiry upon her aunt and Grimsl^. Isa- 
bella and Ercildoun hastened to Bruce, and Lady Rath- 
ven being too much alarmed in her own feelinffs to re- 
mark the affbast countenance of Helen, made iter seat 
herself, and then read to her i)rom Lord Ruthven^a let- 
ter the brief but decisive account of Wallace's dangerous 
Mtnation. Helen listened without a word : her heart 
seemed locked within her, that it should utter no sound ! 
her brain was on fire j and gazing fixedly on the floor, all 
that was transacted around nor passed unnoticed. 

Insensibility did not long shakle the determined Bruce. 
The energy or his spirit, struggling to gain the side of his 
most dear Drotber in thb his eztremest need (for he well 
knew Edward's implacable soul) roused him from his 
swoon. — With his extended arms dashing away the re- 
storatives with which both Isabella and Ercildoun hung 
oyer him, he would have sprung on the floor had not the 
latter held hiin down. 

" Withhold me not !'' cried he with a fierce counte- 
nance, '^ this is not the time for sic)^ne88«nd indulgence. 
My friend is in tbe fangs of the tj^rant, and shall I lie 
here ? — ^No, not for all the empives in the globe will I be 
detaiaed another hour.'' 

Isabella, affrighted at the furies which raged in his 
eyes, but yet more terrified at the perils attendant on his 
desperate resolution, threw henett at his feet and im- 
ptored him to stay for her sake. '^ No,'' cried Bruce, 
rorgetful of every'selfish wish in the sovereign passion or 
his soul-deyoted gcatitude to William Wallace, ** net fer 
thy Ufe^ Isabella, which is dearer to me than my own ! 
Not to save this ungrateful country from the doom it me- 
Hts ! wouM I lineer one moment from the side of him 
who has fonghi, ^led, and 8«0eiied' for me and mine— 
who is ^osv treated with Ignominy, and aentenced to die 
f^r.ifty delinquency I-^^au I consented to proclaim ay- 
eelf oa ny landing, secure with Brace the king, envy 
ptmM have feared to strike >-but f moat tat wia a 
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fm» Ufct Ub I— And wbi]# I Uf here, they to7« him frqn 
Che veia eiid impotent Bruce ! But, Almighty pardoner 
of my nnsT' cried he with vehemence, ''flrant me 
etren^h to wreet him iirom their gripe^ and 1 will go 
barefoot to Paleatine to utter all my gratitude !'' 

These thoughts created such a tempest in the l^east 
of the prince, that l8a^>eUa sank weeping into the arnls 
of her aunt ) and the venerable Ercudoun, wishing to 
corb an impetuosity which mighi^t only involve its gene- 
rous agent in a ruin deeper than that it sought to revenge, 
with more seal than juoffment ui^ed to tne prince u)e 
danger into which such boundless resentment would pre- 
cipitate hb own person. At this iivtimation the impas- 
sioned Bruce, stung to the soul that su6h an argument 
could be expected to have any weight with him, solemn- 
ly bent his knee and clasping his sword, vowed before 

heaven " either to release Wallace or " to share his 

fate! he would have added; but Isabella, watchful of 
bis words, here suddenly interrupted him by throwing 
herself wildlv on his neck and exclaiming — ''Oh! say 
not that ! Rather swear to pluck the tyrant from his 
throne, that the sceptre of my Bruce may bless England 
as it wiU yet do this unhappy land I" " She says right !'' 
ejaculated Ercildoun in a prophetic transport, " and the 
sceptre of Bruce, in the hands of his offapring, shall bless 
the united countries to the latest geheratiqns ! The walla 
of separation shall then be thrown down, and England 
and Scotland be one people" (z) 

Bruce looked stedfasUy on the sage : " Then, if. thy 
voice utter holy verity, it will not again dexiy mv call to 
wield the power that heav«n bestows ! i follow my 
fiite ! To-moiTow's dawn sees me in the path to snatch 
my best treasure, my counsellor, my guide, from the 
judgment of his enemies :— or, woe to England^ and to 
ail of Bcotland born who have breathed one hostile word 
Against hisaacred life! — Helen, dost thou hear me?" 
«ried he : ** Wilt thou not assist me to persuade thy too 
timid* sister that her Broce's honor, his happiness, livea 
in the preservation of his friend ? Speak to her, counsel 
oer, sweet Helen : and please the Almighty arm of bea2 
Ten, I will rewaia thy tenderness with the return of 
Wallace !» 

Helen gaaed intontly at him as he spoke. She smiled 
gdm Iw-eaMy te «ie did not aaawcr, and there was » 
Vol, la 19 



wild VftetncT is the tmile that seemed tony she %mtw 
\ not what haa been qwken and that her thoogfate were 
far away. Witb<nit further reniidiag hhn or any who 
were firetent. the arose and left the room. At this mo- 
ment of fearral abstraction, her whde soul was bent, 
with an intensity that toached on madness, on the exe- 
cQtion of a project whi<!h had rdshed into her mind in th« 
moment she heard of Wallace's deathfuK eaptititv. 

llie appfoach of night favored her desi|[n. avanying 
to her chamber, she dismissed her maids with the pron|ii 
excuse that she was ill and desired not to bff disturbed 
till morning; then bolting her door, she qoickly habit* 
ed herself in the page's clothes which she had socare« 
fiilly preserved as the dear memorial of her happy days- 
in France, and dropping from her window into the pam 
beneath, ran swiftly through its woody precincts towaide 
Dundee. 

Before she arrived at the suburbs of Perth, her ten* 
der feet became so blkCered that she found the ikecessity 
of stopping at the first cottage. Her perturbed spirita 
rendered it impossiUe for her to take rest, and sM an- 
ewered the hospitable oflbr of its humble owner with a 
request that he woukl'go into the town and immediately 
purchase a horse to cany her that night to Dundee. 
She put her purse into the man's hand ai she spoke, and 
he being willing to serve the young traveller in whatever 
way he pleased, without further discussion obeyed. When 
the animal was brought, the honest Scot returned her 
the purse with its rematoing contents, she divided them 
with him, and turning ftom his thanks in silence, mount* 
ed her horse and rode away. 

About an hour before dawn she arrived within view 
of the ships lying in the harbour at Dundee. At this 
sight she threw herself off the panting animal which she 
liad urged to its utmost speed, and leaving it to rest and 
liberty, hastened to the oeach. A gentw breeze blew 
freshly from the north-west, and several vessels at that 
moment were heaving their anchors to get under weigh. 
'' Are any," demanded she, " bound for the Tower of 
trondon r'— 

'' None," was the reply. Despair was now in her heart 
and gesture. But suddenly recollecting that in dressing 
herself for her flight she had Aot taken off the jewels 
Whieh she usually were, the exolaiiriMd wMb ftaovated 



Wp^ ** WHl Bot fold teoipt 7q« to carry me thither)'*. 
A KNigh Norwegian sailor jumped from the side of the 
searest vessel, and readilj answered in the affirmative. 
** My lift/' rejoined she, '' or a necklace of pearls shall 
he jonn in the moment yon land me at the Tower of 
London." This man, seeing the youth and agitation of 
the seeming boy who accosted him, doubted his power 
to perform so magnificent a promise, and was half in- 
clined to retract his assent; but Helen pointing to a 
jewel on her finger as a proof that she did not 8{Mak of 
thii^ bevcMid her reach, he no lonjger hesitated, and 
jiledging his word that, wind and ti<^ in his fayour, he 
wouU land her at the Tower-stairs, she, as if all hap* 
pineis most meet her at that point, sprung into his ves- 
eel. "The sails were unfurled ; the voices of the men 
chanted forth their cheering responses on clearing the 
harbour; and Helen, throwing herself along the floor of 
her little cabin, silently breathed her thanks to God in 
that proeiMLtion of body and soul, for being indeed kunch- 
ed on the ocean whose waves^ she trusted would soon cob» 
vey her to WtUlace* 

CHAPTER XXI. 

After a tedious procrastination occasioned by ••• 
f«ral calms, on the evening of the tenth day from the 
one in whicli Helen had embarked on board the little 
■hip of Dundee, it entered on the broad bosom of the 
Nore. While she sat on the deck watching the pro- 
gress of the lessel with an eager spirit which would 
ffladly hav« taken wings to have flown to the object of 
Eer voyage, she first saw the majestic waters of the 
Thames. But it was a tyrannous flood to her, and she 
marked not the diverging shores crowned with palices, 
for her eyes looked over every majrbled dome to seek 
the bSaek soinnits of the Tower, At a certain point the 
captain of the vessel spoke throegh his trumpet to sum- 
mon a pilot from the land.— In a few minutes he wae 
obeyed ; and the Engilwbman taking the helm, Helen, 
fecuaed on a coil of ropes near him, and listened in 
flvoidlest attentieit jte a iscital which bound up her every 
«IM w thil ^ hearing. The captain who declarod 
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himself s ^^orwegian by birtb and hi ckm^neiie^ 
seafarinarlife a Scot by appellatioh bnly, jecfted oa 'Hie 

S resent troubles of his adoptive coantnr, ana added, that 
e thought any ruler the right one wno gave him a free 
coarse for traffic. — In answer to this remark the Enff* 
lishman, with &n observation not very flattering to the 
Norwegian's estimation of right and wrong, mentioned 
the capture of the once renowned champion of Scotland, 
and narrated its consequence. Bven the enemy, who 
recounted the particulars, shewed a trtith in the recital 
which shamed the man who had been benefitted by the 
patriotism he affected to despise, and for which Sir Wil- 
liam Wallace was imprisoned and now likely to shed hir 
blood. 

''t was present,*' continued the pilot, " when the brave 
Scot was put on the raft which carried him through the 
traitor's gate into the Tower. His hands and feet were 
bound with iron, but his head owing to faintness from 
the wounds he had received at Lumloch, wUff so bent 
down on his breast as he reclined on the float, that I 
could not then see his face — There was a great pause : 
for none of us, when he did appear in sight could shout 
over the downfall of sO mercifbl a conqueror. Many 
were spectators of tjiis scene, whose lives he had spared 
on the fields of Scotland, and my bh>theif was amongst 
them. However, that I might have a distinct view of 
the man who had so long held our warlike monarch in 
dread, I went to Westminster-haJl on the dav fhsA Wb 
was to be tried. The great judges of the kna, and al<< 
most all tt;e lords besictefl were there; and a very grand 
spectacle tliey made. But when the hall door was open- 
ed, and the dauntless prisoner appeared, then it wa« 
that I saw true majesty. King Edwsrd on his throne 
never looked with such a roval air, H)s very bhains 
ieemed given to be graced by him, as he moved through 
the parting crowd with the step of one who had been 
used to have all his accusers at his ftet. His head was 
How erect, and he looked with undisturbed dignity <m aU 
around. The Earl of Gloucester, whose life and liberty 
he had granted at Berwick, sat on the right of the lora 
ehancellor. Bishoj^Beck, the Lords de Vaienee andliMH 
lis, with oite Monteith, who it seems was th^ msfn that be* 
trayed lum into onr hands, charged him with high tieeioi 
^ftit tb« Uh Of King fidwai3iiiidtliefiM«ei>f hi»r-^ 
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Uie jMscoMtlons tonuht against hin^ and Mtter' th« iid- 
riliotfs with which he was denounced as a tnntor te& 
IniseftteTous to deserve any shew of merey. The Earl 
of Gioooester^ who hi^d several times attempted to st^ 
4he headioBg fufy of their several deposittoBs, at last 
Toee todigaantlv, and in energetic and re8i>ectful tennto 
.implored Sir William Wallace, by the revei«nee ib 
which be held the tribunal of future ages, to answer ft«' 
JumselC ^ 

^' On tkk udjar^Oion, brave Eatl/' repfied he, '< J 
win /"— O ! men of Scotland, what a voice was that * III 
it VIW8 all honesty and nobleness : und a murmur arose 
UQongst those who seemed to fear its power, whi^fa 
Gk>iieester was c^liged to check by exclaiming alood 
with a stem countenance, — " Silence while Sir Williaiii 
Wallace speaks, or he who disobeyi shall be dismissed 
the eouTt."-^A pause succeeded, and the chieftain, with 
the godlik* majesty of truth, denied the possibility of 
his being a traitor to Edward, to whom he never owed 
any allegiance ; and then, with the same fearlessnesi, 
he avowed the facts allied against him in the accusa- 
tions of the havoc he had made of the' English on thte 
Scoltish plains, and of the devastations he hm afterwai^ 
wrought m the lands of England. ** It was & son,'' cried 
he, " defendinff the orphans of his father from a treache- 
rous friend ! .it was the sword of restit^ion, gatheriittr 
cm'^his fields the harvests he had stolen from thdrs l" 
He spoke more and nobly 3 too nobly for them who heaid 
him. "Hiey rose to a matt to silence what they eould 
'not confute : and the sentence of death waspronounced 
-en him ; the cniel death of a traitor ! {y) Tne Earl of 
Glouoester turned pale on his seat, but the countenance 
«£ Wallace was unmoved. As he was led forth I fol- 
lowed, and saw theyounr Le de Spencer and sevend 
-etbsr rcnnribate gallants of our court, iready to receive 
lim. With sbunefol moekery they threw laurels on 
his hea^, and with tonrents of derision, told him that it 
was meet th^ should so salute the cfaanimea of Scol- 
iiad i {r) Waikee glanced on them a loc« which spoke 
flfBlker pity thaa aootempt, and with a eerene oottntettiAe^ 
he, ihlMwed the warden towards the Tower. The hhw- 
liBgi ^ hii >MMW>. lotded hinwiA int«eti«M atli* 
pMMd along 5 h«t the peofde who beheld hi« noble mien. 
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, .wl^.litd he^tA^, aftdmulT Alt> hii _ 
taofl, deplorod «od wept his Jiard aenlenoe. ^ To<«mrow, 

at aan-riae, he dies. 

Helen's &ce heiw overafasdowed by the festhen cf 
her hat, the agony oiher mmd could not have been tm$d 
in her CAiintenanoe; had the good Southron been enffi- 
ciently Mjainterested in his story to regard the i^rmpatiqr 
of others ; but as soon as the dreadful words to-morrow, 
4U mn-^rtHf he die$, fell on her ^r, she started from hax 
seat 3 her horror-struck senses apprehended nothing fuc- 
ther, and turning to the Norwegian, '< Captidn,^' cried 
.she, " I Bwist iteaeh the Towet this night !'^. <^ lmposBi» 



ble/' was the r^ply $ ** the tide will not take «s up till 
to-morrow at noon/' " Then the waves must!" cried 
.she, and frantickly nishins towards the ship's side, 9ktd 
would have thrown herself into the water, had not the 




Wght, or— Oh ! God of mercy, end my misery !" The 
unutterable anguish of her voice, oountenanoe, and ges* 
ture, excited a suspicion in the Englishman that this yonth 
was connected with. the Scottish chief; and not choosing 
to even hint his surmise to the uafeelin| Norwegian, in 
a different tone he exhorted Helen to composure, and of- 
fered her his own boat which was then towed at the side 
^f the vessel, to tak# her to the Tower. Helen grsi^ 
the pilot's rough hand, and in a paroxvsm of gratittide 
pressed it to her lips ; then, forgetuil of her engagements 
with the insensible man who stood unmoved by his side, 
•sprung into the boat. The Norwegian followed her, and 
in a threateninff tone demanded his hire. She now le- 
«6llected it, and puttinff her hand into her vest, gave him 
the strinff of pearls miich had been her neeklaee. He 
4HWS satisfied, and the boat pushed oC 

The cross, the hallowed pledge of her ehaste eommun* 
ion witli M^aUaee in the chSBpefof Snawdoun, and which 
always hung suspended on her bosom, was now in her 
liaod and pressed close to^ her heart. The rowers plied 
4btiiir oars : and her eyes, with a gaxe as if they wodU 
aierce the horiaon^ looked intestily onward as the men 
laboured throwh the tide. Even tasee the walls which 
«0«Ii4jm4 WaUaoe^MMBtdtoprasHM \m a difna «r 



rf afaeivulaled io.oijoy. At lut the aiHU bBtdaaettttf 
of Eoj^land'a state j^riaon rose before her. She conlft 
BoC mwtmkiB them. " That is the Tower/' said one of 
the rowen« A tfhriek eaemd hetf and instantly cover- 
tttg her ftce with her hands, she tried to shut oat from 
h^ tight those very walls she had soldngsousht amongst 
tiie cfoods. They imprisonf^d Wallace ! He groaned 
within their confines ! and their presence paimlhaed ber 

\tgltmft 

** Shall I die before I reach thee, Walhuse V* was th«^ 
question which her almost flitting soul ottered as she 
trembling, vet with s«dft step ascended the stone steire* 
which led rrom the water's edge to the entrance of the 
Tower. She flew through the different courts to the 
one in which stood the prison^ of Wallace. Here alhtf 
dismissed the boatman who conducted her, with a rimf 
firoin her finger as his reward; and passing a body or 
soldiers which kept guard before a large porch that led 
into the vestibule of the dungeons, she entered and found 
herself in an immense paved toosti* A single sentinel 
stood at the tend near an iron door. There then wat 
Wallace! Forgetting her disguise, and situation in the 
frantic eagerness of her pursuit, she hastily advanced to 
the man ;— *' Let me pass to Sir William Wallace," cri- 
ed she, ** and treasures shall be your reward !" ** Whose 
tresanres f my pretty page j" demanded the soldier, " I 
dare not, were it at the suit of the Ck>unte6S of Glouces- 
ter herself." <' O !" cried Helen, <<fer the sake of a 
greater than any Countess in this land, take this jeweUed 
Eiacelet and let me pass." 

The man misspprehendtng the words of this adjar»> 
tion, at sight of the diamond, supposing the page must 
come firom the queen, no longer demuned ; and putting 
the bracelet into his bosom, told Helen that,^as he grant- 
ed this permission at the risk of his life, she must con- 
ceaJL herself in the interior chamber of the prisoner's 
dungeons ^oold any from the warden visit him during 
their interview. She readily promised this ; and he in- 
formed her thftt when through this door she would crbss 
two other apartments, the iMlts to the entrance of which 
■he must undraw, and then at tfaie eztremitv of a long 
pMiage she would see a door faettfaed by a laitch; whici 
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C9IAPTER XXII. 

. ilELSii's fleet atejie eerried her ia a lew minulee 
through the intenrening dungeons to the door which 
wiwklrettoce to her eves the oemg with whose life her 
i^astence seemed Mended. The holts had yielded to her 
fcaods. Tke iron latch now cave way and the ponderous 
iftk gratinff dismally on its hinges, she looked forward^ 
j^od behela the object of all her solicitude .seated at a- 
Itone table, aapareptly writing. He raised bis head at 
the sound. Toe peace of heaven was in his eyes, and 
4 soiile on his lips as if he tud expected an angel visitant.- 

' The first glance of him struck to the heart of Helen ; 
Tenenitioiiy anguishf shame, all rushed on her at once. 
3he was in his mreseace I but how might he turn from 
eonsolations he bad not sought ! The intemperate pasnon 
^ her step*mother now |;lared before her : his contenwt 
ii the' Ccuotess's unsolicited Advances^ appeared reaay 
to be extended to her rash daughter-in-law } and with an 
irrepressible cry, which seemed to breathe out her life, 
Helen would have fled ; but her failing limbs bent under 
her, and she lell senseless into the dungeon. Wallace 
gtaiied from bis seat. He thought his senses must de» 
fieive him, and yet the shriek was Lady Helen's ! He 
had heard the same cry which had brought him to her 
side on the Pentland huls; and bending to the inanimate 
Ibrm before him/ he took off the pluoaed hat, and pa^t* 
iog the heavy looks which now ftll aver her face, he.re^^ 
cognised the features of her who alone had ever diared 
bis meditations with Marion. He sprinkled water on he^ 
ftceand hands 3 he put his cheek to hers; it was icy 
cold ; he felt the chill at his heart. ** Helpn/' exclaim- 
«d he in a voioe of alarm, " Helen, awidLe \ Speak to thf 
ftiend!^ 

StiU she renataed metionlees. ^'Dead!'' eried )m, 
with kioceaeed emotion j " Gone so soon t^-^Gone to tm 



lM,>eIti^iiiK huf to his bWMt WHh an wme^ of whieh lit 
was not ftware, /' Take me, take me with thee !^ The 
presrare, the voice, roused the donnant life o£ Helen. 
With a tortaring sigh she unsealed her cr^es from the 
death-like load that oppressed them, and found herself 
in the arms of Wallace. 

All her wandering senses, which the promulgation of 
his danffer had dispersed at Hunting-tower and main- 
tained in a bewildered state even to the mmnent of her 
seeing him^in the dungeon, now rallied, and in recovered 
sanity smote her to tM souL Though still overwhelnv- 
ed with grief at the fate which threatened to tear him 
from her and life* she now wondered how she could ever 
have so trampled on the retreating modesty of her nature, 
as to have brought herself thus into his presence ; and 
in a voice of horror, of despair, believing that die had 
forever destroyed herself in his opinion, she exclaimed, 
/' Father of Heaven '. how came I here ? — I am lost, and 
innocently ; — ^but who can read the heart 1" 

She lay in hopeless misery on his breast with her eajres 
affain closed, almost unconscious <^ the pillow on which 
■he leaned. ** Lady Helen,'' returned he, hardly comf- 
prehending her, " was it other than Wallace you 90ught 
m these duQgeons ? I dared to think that the parent we 
both adore had sent you hither to be his harbinger of my 
heavenly consolationp !" Helen, recalled to self-posses- 
sion by the kindness of these words, turned her head on 
his bosom, and in a burnt of mteful tears hardly articu- 
lated^ ** And will you not aUior me^for this act of mad- 
ness ? But I was not myself And yet, where should I 
live or die, hnt at the feet oTmy benefactor ? The sted- 
fast soul of Wallace was subdued bv this language, ami 
the manner ef its utterance. It was the disinterested dic- 
tates of a pure though) agitated spirit which, he now was 
convinoBo, did most exchisiTely love him, but with the 
passion of an angel -$ and the tears of a sympathy whieh 
spoke their kindred natures, stole from his eyes as h« 
beni his cbeelL on her hand. She felt them ; and re» 
joicing in sneh an assurance that she yet possessed his es- 
teem, a blessed calm diffiised itself over her mind, and 
raising herself, vrith a look of vtrUious confidftsee she «z« 
claimed, " Then you do understand^ne, Wallace ? ym 
fudQU JM this i||»reBt foigetfttlB«» of af wti nA yoa 
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ifcotliat noble heurt till '' Sbe paused, ton^ doMfly 

.pele^ and tben daanng his hands in both hers to her lipf, 
lA bitter sffODV added, ** till we meet in heaven !" 

*^ And bussnil, dearest saint, wiU be oar anion there," 
replied he. ** when soul meets soul unencambered of 
these earthly fetters, and mingles with each c^her, even 
as thy tender tear-drops now ^ide into mine ! Bat Uiere, 
iny Helen, we shall never weep. No heart will be left 
unsatisfied ; no spirit will mourn in jealousy, for that hap- 
w region is the abode of love i-^-of love without the de- 
'filements or the disquietudes of mortality ! for there it is 
an everlasting, pure enjoyment. It is a full diffusive ten- 
.derness^hien [>enetrating all hearts, unites the whole in 
«ne»irit of- boal^iess love in the bosom of our God V* 

" Aiil" cried Helen, throwing herself on her knees in 
.holy enthusiasm ; " join then your prayeni with mine, 
most revered of fViends, that I may be admitted into such 
blessedness ! Petition our God to forgive me, and do 
you foigiire me, that I have sometimes envied the love 
you bea^^mur Harion ! But I now love her so entirely. 



that tcrbe fier and your handmaid in paradise would 
ply satisfy ray soul.'' '^O ! Helen," cried Wallace, gras- 
ping her uplifted hands in his and clasping them to his 
veut, " thy sool and Marion's are i|ideea one, and as one 
■I love ye J" , . 

f -This anlooked A>r declaration almost overpowered He- 
•leu in its flood' of happiness $ and with a smile which 
•eeemed to pictuie the vser^ heavens opening before her, 
she turned ner eyes from mm Co the crucifix which stood 
on the table, ana bowing her head ^n Us pedestal, was 
lost in the devotion of rapturous gratitude. 
• At this juncture, when perhaps, the purest bliss that 
ever descended on woman's heart, now glowed in that of 
Helen, the Earl of Gloucester entered. His were not vi- 
■iteef conw^tion'; for he knew that his friend, who had 
built his heroism on the rock of Christianity, did not re- 
qaire the comfottings of any mortal hand. At sight of 
Aim, Wallaoe, jK>inting to the kneeling Helen, beak«ned 
lum into the inner ceil where his straw pallet lay ; and 
ihere^ in a low veiee declared who she was, and recpteet- 
■d the Earl to nee his authority to allow her to venaii 
wttblinit^tbtksl. '< After that/' aaid H '' I wi| «• 
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eonntiT; a being who fleems to haw nmiiiff of esttSi 
about her but the tenreitrial body which MhriBtB he^ 
angelic sotti.'' 

The sound of a voice speaking wHh Wallace arooaed 
Helen from her happy trance. Alarmed that it might be 
the horrid emissaries of the tyrant, come prematurely to 
tear him from her, she started on her feet ; *^ Where are 
you, Wallace V^ cried she lookine distractedly around 
her ; "I must be with you even in death !"^ 

Wallace, hearing her fearful cry, hastened into the 
dungeon and relieved her immediate terror by naming 
the earl of Gloucester, who followed him. Tlve convio** 
tion that Wallace was under mortal sentence, which hie 
beatified representations of the bliss he was going to 
meet had almost lost in its glories, now rushed upon her 
with redoubled horrors. This world again rose before 
her in the person of Gloucester. It reminded her that 
she and Wallace were not yet passed into the hereafiw 
\yho6evantioipated joys had wraipt her in such sweet elysi*- 
um. He had vet the bitter cup of death to drink to the 
dregs : and all of human weakness again writhed in her 
breast. ** And is there no hope V cried she, . looking 
earnestly on the disturbed face of Gloucester ^ ''Ah-! 
conduct me to this lawless king ! If tears, if a breaking 
heart can avail, I will kneel before him ; I will die before 
him ; only let Sir William Wallace live V' 

" Dearest sister of my soul l" cried Wallace^ thivwuig 
his arms arouad her aeitated figure, ** thy knees shall ne- 
ver bend to any less than God for me ! Did He will my 
lonser pilgrimage on this earth of which my spirit is a^ 
ready weary, it would not be in the power of any humafi 
tyrant to hold me in these bonds. I am content to go. 
mv Helen; and angels whisper me, that tl^ bridal ma 
wdl be William Wallace's grave ^" At this assurance, 
she looked up to him with a blush of strange delight; 
1>ut she spoke not. 

Gloucester for a moment contomplated this chasto 
union of two spotless hearts, with an admiration almoat 
amountine to aevotion; ** Gentle lady,'' said he^ '^ the 
message that I came to impart to Sir WilMam WaUaac, 
iiears with it a show of hope ^ and I trast that your Mtt- 
dernpsrit wi9 be «i pommof^, m ^M/mM/a^. A p^ie^iia 
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«nbui^3wiittrt acrived is ha«t» firom Fwiee, to weigo* 
li&te with Kuig Edward for the safety of our friend as a 
fttince of that realm. I left the ambassadors/' continued 
he, turning to the Scottish chief, '' in vehement debate 
with his majesty; and he has at length granted a suspen- 
sion of the horrible injustice that was to have been com- 
pleted to-morrow, until some conditions are replied to by 
you, on your accqitance of which, he declares, shall de« 
fiend his compliance with King Philip's demands." 

" And you will accept them V cried Helen, 14 a ta* 
mult of wild hope. The communication of Gloucester 
liad made no ehanffe in the equable pujse of Wallace ; 
and be replied, witn a look of tender pity upon her ani- 
mated countenance, " The conditions of Edward are too 
likely to be snares for that honour which I will bear with 
me uncontaminated to the grave. Therefore, dearest 
€onsol<er of my last hours, do not ^ite way to hopes which 
ft greater king than Edward may command me to disap- 
point." Helen bowed her head in silence. The colour 
again faded from her cheek, and despair oncf; inore tug* 
ged at her heart-strinffs. 

Gloucester resumed; and after narrating some particu* 
Jan concerning the conference between the king and 
the ambassadors, (deeming it probable, that should Wal- 
lace even finally refuse the terms which would be pro* 
posed to him, tnat the time of the negociation would at 
least very much prolong his soiourn in this world ;) ho 
ouggested the impracticability of secretly retaining Lady 
HeJea for so long a period in the dungeon with him. "I 
dare not,^' continued he, *' be privy to such a circumstanco 
-and coneeal it from the king. J know not what messengers 
he may send to im^rt his conditions to you ; and should 
4die be discovered, Edward doubly incensed, would tear 
tier from f<m % and as an accessary so involve me in hla 
■displeasure^ that I mujit be disabled from serving either 
^f you farther, We» I ao far to hoaour his feelings as 
a man, as to mention it to him, I do not believe he would 
appose her wishes 5 but how ^ osveal such a circum- 
stance with any r^jard to her fair name, I knoW not > for 
oil are not suffieiently virtuous to believe her spotless ia< 
.Boeence." Helen, who summoned all her strength at 
~ibe intimAtion which threatened to separate her from 
WaUfco,haslU)riiitomiPlod Gloucostor^ ^ wp &qb|« 
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-Aeitttid, "VFken I entered these wellv, the worid ud f 
puted forever. The good or the evil opinion of the hn- 
pure in heart can never afiect me :— 4hey ihidl never eee 
me more. The innocent will judge me by themndTeff^ 
and by the end of my race. I came here to minialer witil 
a ■itter'e duty to my own and my fhther'i preeenrer ; and 
while he abiaes here I will never consent to leave hie 
feet. When he soea hence, if it be to bless mankind 
again, I shall fina the longest life too short to pour out all 
my ipititnde 5 and for that purpose f will dedicate my- 
aeif in some nunnery of ray native land. But should he 
be taken from a world that is unworthy of him. soon, ve« 
ly soon, shall I cease to feel its aspersions, in theffrave.'' 

'' No aspersions which 1 can avert, dearest Helen," 
cried Wallace, " shall ever tarnish the name of one 
whose purity can only be transcended by her who ia now 
made jperfect in heaven! Consent, noblest of women, to 
wear tor the few days I may yet linger here, a name 
which thy sister angel has sanctified to me. Give me a 
legal right to call you mine, and Edward himsetf will liot 
then dare to divide what God has put together P' 

Helen attempted to answer, but the words £ed on the 
■eraphic smile which beamed upon her lips, and sh« 
droimed her head upon his breast. 

Gloucester, who saw no other means of ensuring to hie 
friend her society, was rejoiced at this resolution of Wah 
lace 3 he had himself loilj^ed to propose it, but knew not 
how to do so with sufficient delicacy } and readiuff the 
consent of Helen in the tender emotion which denied her 
speech, without further delay, as the hour was advancing 
towards midnight, he quitted the apartment to bring the 
confessor of the warden to ioin their hands before he 
should leave them for the night. 

On his re-entrance, he feund Helen sittii^^ dissolved in 
tears, with her hand clasped in his friend's. The sacred 
rite was soon performed, which endowed her with all the 
claims upon Wallace which her devoted heart had so 
long sighi^ afler with resigned hc^Iessness : — ^to be his 
help-mate on earth, his partner in the tomb, his deac 
companion in heaven !• With the last benediction she 
threw herself on h/er knees before him, and pot his hand 
to her lips in eloquent silence. Gloucester with a look 
of kind «|r9welhwitbd:<«w with the prieet. 



laoe, nMBg hSftWim the g«oiuid,''thw faawoi iatlqr 
ykcef uidnot ray fiMt. Leiig it wtU Bot lie f ivea bk 
1»MAtii» here; Imt even in tfaekoun of our Mpn** 
tioB) m^ ipuit will hover nctr.lfaee, to bear thinfi to our 
•verteitng home/' 
r The heut of Helen alternately beat violently^ and 

Bused as tf the vital cuireats were mddenly stopped, 
ape and fear agitated her by toms : but clinging to the 
flattening prospect which the arriviu of the ambaasadoia 
iMd eieited; and almost believii)g, that she could not be 
taised to such a pinnacle of felicity as to be made the wife 
of Wallace, onl^r to be hurled to tfae.al^es of miaenr bj 
his instant and violent death ^ she timidty Ineatheda iiope 
that by the ]Mresent interference of King Philip, Edwnra 
■igfat not be found inexorable. 

' ** Disturb not the holy composure of your soul by such 
an expectation/' returned he. *'l know my adversary 
loo well to anticipate his relinquishing the object of his 
vengeance, but at a price more infamous than the most 
ignoble death. Therefore, best beloved of all on earth f 
&k for no deliverance for thy Wallace but what passes 
through the grave ; and to me, dearest Helen, its gatei 
ere on golden hinges taming, for all is light end bliss 
whidi mines on me from within their courts !'' 

Helen's tlioughts, in the idea of his being torn frran 
ber, eould not wrest themselves fVom the direful images 
of his execution ; she shuddered, and in faltering accents 
leplied, ** Ah { eould we glide from sleep into so Messed 
a death, I would hail it even for thee ! But the threaten^* 
«d horrors, should they fall on tby sacred head, will, in 
that hour, I trust, also diviwoe my soul from this grievoue 
tvorld V* 

"Not so, my Helen," returned he;'' keep not thy 
dear eyes forevo' fixed on the gloomy appendages c^ 
death. The sea0bld and the grave have nought to do 
with the immortal soul : it cannot be wounded by the one 
aor confined bv the other. And is not the soul thy fuU 
end perfect Wallace! It is that which now speaks ta 
thee, which will cherish thy beloved idea forever. Ija- 
■lent not then how soon this body, its mere apparel, ie 
laid down in the dost. But rejmce still in my eiistenoe 
wbicfa thwufh «m wfaolsii, ci»ilie% ^s^Hm^u^m^ 



knMr a puoej CemfM thm tlif h^art, my wotoA^ 
dear liiter, and sMovra a little while om this eaxth to bear 
witaesa for thy WaUace to the ^eada he lovea.'' 

Hdeiiy who felt the import of hi* words in her hearty 
f ently bowed her head, and he proceeded : 

" As the first who stemmed with me the torrent which 
with God's help, we so often laid into a«alm, I mention 
to ypu my faithCbl LanerfceBs. Many of them bled nnd 
died in the contest ; and' to their orphans, with the ehil* 
dren of those who yet sorvive, I eonsicn all of the world's 
wealth that yet belong to William Wallace : EUeralie 
and its estates are theirs, (oa) To Bruce, my sovereign 
and my friend, the loved companion of the honr in which 
I freed you, n^ Helen , from the arms of violence ! Ta 
him I beqaeatn this hmrt, knit to him by bonds mors 
dear than even loyalty. Bear it to him } and when he is 
summoned to his heavenly thirone, then let his heart and 
mine fill up one urn. To Lord Ruthven, to Bothwell, 
to Scrymgeour, and Kirkpatrick, I give my prayers and 
blessings. — " 

Here Wallace' paused. Helen, who had listened to 
him with a holy attention which hardly allowed a sigh 
to breathe from her stedfast heart, spoke ; but the voice 
'was scarcely audible : — " And what for £^win, who 
loves you dearer than life ? He cannot be forgotten' !" 
Wallace started at this : then slie was ignorant of thd 
death of that too faithful friend ! In a harrying aeceni 
he replied, " Never forgotten ! Ob, Helen ! i asked 
(or him life, and heaven gave him long life, even forever 
and ever !" Helen's eyes met his with a look of awful 
inquiry : '^ That would mean, he is gone before you V 
Tm countenance of Wallace answered her. " Happy* 
Edwin !" cried she, and the tears rained over her cheeke 
as she bent her head on her arm. Wallace continued ; 
** He laid down his life to preserve mine in the hovel of' 
Lumloch. The false M onteith could get no Scot to lay 
hands <m their true defender ', and the foreim ruffians 
he brought to the task, might have spared the boy, but 
an arrow from the traitor himself pierced his heart. Goni 
tention was then no more, and I resigned myself to fol- 
low him." 

** What a desert the world hat become i" eiclainied 
lUflli y thM twaii^ «a WallMe wit^ a«ttit4ilBa 

S ' 
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•IM idM, "I voQia bttdlj mnr wHUmU yov. Yoe 
mil bear him Helea'a iove, and tell him how eoen I wi& 
be with ve. Oer Father may not allow my heart te 
break ; Vot ia hit mercy he may take my eovi in the 

frayers which~^I shall hourly breathe to him !'' ** Thpu 
aat bees lent me as a sweet consolation here, my He- 
len )'' replied he. '' and the Almighty dispenser of thai 
comfort will not long banish yon from the object of your 
innocent wishes.'' 

r While they thus poured into each other's bosoms the 
ineflkble balm of friendship's parest tendemees, the eyes 
of Wallace insensibly closed. " Yonr gentle inBuence/' 
gently mormored he, " brings that sleep to these eyelids 
which has jmX visited them since I fint entered these 
walls. Like my Marion /Helen, thy presence brings 
healing on its wtncs.'' " Sleep thenr replied she, " and 
her angel spirit will keep watch with mine." 



' CHAPTER XXni 

TnotTGH all the furies of the elements seemed ler 
loose to rase around the walls of the dungeon^ still Wal- 
laee slept m the loud uproar. Calm was within : and 
the waiftre of the world could not disturb the bakny rest 
into which the angel of peace had steeped his senses. 
From this profound repose he was awoke, just as Helen 
had sunk into a light slumber, by the entrance of Glou- 
oester. But the first words of the Earl aroused her, and 
rising, she followed her beloved Wallace to his side. 

Re came by the king's order thus early, to shew his 
majesty's readiness to comply with the wishes of his 
royal brother of France. Gloucester put a scroll into 
the hand of Wallace :-»*' Sign that," said he, " and you 
are free. I know not its contents ; but the king commis* 
■ioned me, as a mark of his grace, to be the messenger 
of your release." 

Wallace read tbe conditions, and the color deeppsn- 
od on his cheek as his eye met each article. He iDAt to 
rfvM( tkt cuyium uf Bruce ; to fanwtw ScifUannjQir 
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#i»cr; and to take an oath qf aUegianet to Edward, 
the teal qf which should be the English Earidom ^ 
Cleveland! Wallace closed the parchment. "Kingr 
Edward knows well what will be my reply ; I need not 
speak it/' ** You will accept his terms 1" asked the 

" Not to ensure me a life of ages with all earthly bliss 
my portion ! I have spoken to these offers befbre. Read 
them, my iioUe friend, and then give him as mine the 
answer that would be yours." Gloucester obeyed, and 
while his eyes were bent on the parchment, those of He- 
len were fixed on her almost worshipped husband : she 
looked through his beaming coimtenance into his very 
soul, and there saw the sublime purpose that consigned 
his unbending head to the scaffold. When Gloucester 
had finished, covered with the burning blush of shame 
he crushed the disgraceful scroll in his hand, and ex- 
claimed with honorable vehemence against the deep du- 
plicity and the deeper cruelty of his father-in-law, by 
such base subterfuges to mock the embassy of Franc6 
and its noble object. 

^* This is the morning in which I was to have met my 
fate !" replied Wallace. " Tell this tyrant of the earth, 
that I am now ready to receive the last stroke of his iUr 
justice. In the peaceful grave, . my Helen," added he, 
turning to her, who sat pale and aebast, '' I shall be be- 
yond his power !" Gloucester walked the room in great 
disturbance of mind, while Wallace continued in a low- 
ered tone his attempts to recall some perception of his 
consolations to the abstracted- and soulnrtruck Helen. 
The Earl stopped suddenly before them. " The king did 
not expect vour acquiescence without some hesitation, I 
cannot doubt ; for he told me, when I informed him that 
the Lady Helen Mar, now your wife, was the sharer .of 

Jour prison, that should you still oppose yourself to what 
e called your own interest, I must bring her to him, 
as the last means of persuading you to receive his mer- 
cy." 

''Never!" replied Wallace, ''I reject what he calls 
inercy. He luu no rights of jud^ent over me : and 
his pretended mercy is an assumption, which, as a true 
bom Scot, I despise. He may rifle me of my life, but 
ho shall never DegoUe me into any acknowledgment 
of vk aatbority thai is ialse. No wife, nor oimit ot 
Vol. HI. K 
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kiune, with toy contest, sliall ever stand befbre Bm kv a 
mippHi^iit for William Wallace. I will die as 1 hHw^ 
Iked, tlie equal of £d ward in all things but a crowti; 
and his superior in being true to the gloxy «ff prince or 
peasant — ^unblemished honer \" 

Finding the Scottish chief not to be shaken in thin 
determination, Gloucester humbled to the soul hf the 
base tyranny of his royal &t)ier-in-law, soon after with- 
drew to acquaint that haughty monarch with the ill 
success of this embassy. But ere noon had turned, he, 
re-appeared, with a countenance declarative of -some 
distressing errand. He found Helen awakened to the 
full perception of all her pending evils— that she was 
on the eve of losing forever, the object dearest to her 
in this world; and though she wept not, though she lis- 
tened to the lord of all her veishes with smiles of holj' 
approval, her heart bled within, and with a welcome, 
which enforced his consolatory arguments, she hailed it& 
mortal pains. 

^* I come," said Gloaoester, " hoi to urge you to 
send Lady Helen as a suitor to kins Edward; but to 
spare her the misery of being separated from you while 
life is yours.'' He then proceeded to relate that the 
Trench ambassadors knew not the conditions which 
Were offered to the object of their mission ; but being 
informed that he had refused them, they still continue 
to press their sovere^'s demands with a power whick 
Bdward seemed cautious to provoipe ; and, therefore, as 
a last proof of his desire to acauiesoe in the wishes of 
Philip, he told the French lords that he would send lii^ 
final propositions to Sir William Wallace by that chief- 
tain's wife, who he found was then his companion in the 
Tower. " On my intimating,^' continued the Earl, 
'* that I feared she would be unable tb appear before 
hinuhu answer was — Let her see to that ; such refusal 
khall be answered by her immediate separation from hek* 
husband." 

'' Let roe, in this demand, cried she. turning with 
collected firmness to Wallace, " satisfy tne wSl of Ed^ 



watd. It is onlv to purdhase my contintitfnce ^nfiih 
»tt : trust me, noblest of m^n ! I tfhould '^ anwtiorflijr 
'the luune you have given me, could I sully It 'in Wf 
tvoiiflnr onfe debasing word 6r action to Oie istiftlibr 
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^o yon ask 7 Am I to live to see a Tepitition of thft 
iiorrora of EUersUle 1" " No, on my tire !'' answered 
Gloucester $ ** my soul in this instance; I would pledge 
for king Edward's manhood. His ambition might lead 
him to trample on all men ', but still for woman, he feels 
as becomes a man and a knisht/' 

Helen renewed her supplicatioiis ^ and Wallace, oi| 
the strength of her promise, (and aware, that should he 
withhold her attendance, that his implacable adversary., 
however he might spare her personal injury, vrould not 
forbear wounding her to the soul by tearing her from him,) 
in pity to her, gave an unwilling consent to what might 
seem a submission on his part to an authority he had 
shed his blood to oppose. '' But not in these garments,'' 
eaid he, '' must my Helen appear before the eyes of our 
enemy. She must be habited as becomes her sex and her 
own delicacy." 

Anticipating this propriety, Gloucester had impart- 
ed the circumstance to his Countess, and she had sent 
a box of female apparel, which the Earl now brought 
from the passage. Helen retired to the inner cell, and 
hastily arraying herself in the first suit that presented 
itself, re-appeared in a blue mantle wrapoed over her 
white robes, and her beautiful hair covered with a long 
veil. As Gloucester took her hand to Jead her forth^ 
Wallace clasped the other in his, and said, " Remember, 
my Helen, that on no terms but untrammelled freedom 
or soul will your Wallace accept of life. Ihis, I kn6w, 
will not be granted by the man to whom you go ; there- 
fore, speak and act in his presence, as if I were already 
beyond the skies.'' 

Had this faithful friend, now his almost adoring wife, 
left his side with more sanguine hopes, how grievously 
would they have been blasted 1 

Edward received her alone. The tender loveliness 
of her perfect form, and the celestial dignity which 
eeemed to breathe in all her words and movements, at 
first struck him with that admiration and awe which 
he had been accustomed to feel towards the eminently 
beautiful of her sex 3 but the domineering passion or 
his soul soon put to flight these gentle respects; and 
Unding that the noble spirit of Helen rose above th^ 
proud demands he urged her to enforce on her fans* 
maA^ he gat« way to theTiolioce of hit mentair^ 
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tnd-^ with many invectives against tbe rebeHious eibsti^ 
nacj of Wallace; painted to her in all its horrible de- 
tails the punishment he was doomed to suffer. . Then, 
when he saw Jier transfixed in mute despair, and lean- 
ing against a pillar, as if ready to sink under the blow 
"he haul ffiven her, he expatiated on the years of happi- 
ness and splendor which should await her husband, 
would he accept his conditions. " Counsel him lady ;" 
repeated he, *^ to reveal to me the hiding place of ko- 
bert Bruce : and that he does so. shall ever be a secret 
between us. Let him bind his faith to me by the oath 
of allegiance, and I will make him as the right hand 
of my throne. And for you, romantic woman, if you 
will awake to your own true interest and bring him 
to the same conviction, all the honours which I would 
have bestowed on you as the countess of Aymer de Va- 
lence, shall be redoubled as tbe wife of my Karl of 
Cleveland !'' 

** Mortal distinctions, king of England !'' replied 
she, summoning all the strength of her soul, to give 
utterance to her answer, "cannot bribe the wife of 
Sir William Wallace to betray his virtues. His life 
is dear to me, but bis immaculate faith to his God and 
his lawful prince, are dearer. I can see him die, and 
smile ; — for I shall join him triumphant in heaven : — 
but to behold him dishonour himself ! to counsel him so 
to do, is beyond my power , I should expire with grief in 
the shamenil moment.'' 

" And this is your proud reply, madam V^ 

" I can pfive no other." 

'' Then be his blood upon your head, for you have pro- 
nounced his doom !" 

The word struck like the bolt of death upon her heart. 
She reeled, and fell senseless on the floor. 

She awoke to recollection, lying on a couch, with a 
lady weeping over her. It was the Countess of Glou- 
cester. When the king perceived the state into which 
his headlong fury had cast the innocent victim of his 
wrath a|piinst Wallace, and as he wished to keep these 
negotiations respecting that chief a secret from toe na- 
tion, he called his daughter, tbe campassionate wife of 
Gloucester ; and while he gave his final orders to the 
£arl, left her to recover the unhappy Lady Helen. 

£ager to )a% n^tored to him from whom she knew 
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the mint now ^ tooa be most cruelly separated; He* 
len, without raiding who might be the benevolent lady 
that attended her, started from the couch , and implorea 
to be immediately taken back to the Tower. The Coun- . 
teas quieted her terrors that Edward meant to detain her ; 
and telling her who she was, soon after withdrew to see 
if the Earl were released by the king and ready to re- 
conduct his charge to her husband. 

A long hour was now passed in solitude, durinff 
which Helen suffered the areadful agonies of a mina 
torn between suspense of again beii^g with Wallace 
and the horrible certainty of his pending fate. At last, 
even in the moment when her impatience had precipi- 
tated her into the resolution of finding her way from 
the palace alone, the Earl of Gloucester entered the 
room :— his Countess was too much overcome by the 
scene she had witnessed, again to look on the youth- 
ful wife of the hero who was so soon to leave her the 
most bereaved of widows : — and Helen, rushing to- 
wards the Earl, hardly articulated in a cry of pnren- 
zied joy, " Take me hence !"— -«nd giving him her 
hand, spoke not till she was again clasped in the arms 
of Wallace. 

" Here will I live ! Here will I die !'' cried she, in 
a passion of tears ; '^ they may sever my soul from my 
body, but never again part me from this dear bosom !" 
" Never, never, m;f Helen !" said he, reading her con- 
ference with the kine, in the wild terror of its effects. 
Her senses seemed fearfully disordered. As she clung 
to him, and muttered sentences of such incoherency 
that shook him to the soul, he cast a look of such ex- 
pressive inquiry upon Gloucester, that the Earl could 
only answer by -hastily putting his hand on his face to 
hide his own emotion. At last the tears she shed ap- 
peared to relieve the excess of her agonies, and she 
Sradually sunk into an awful calm. Then rising from 
er husband's arms, she seated herself on the stone 
bench, and said in a firm voice, *^ Earl, I can now bear 
to hear you repeat the last decision of the king of Eng- 
land.'' 

" Dearest lady," returned he, ** to convince your 

suffering spirit that no earthly means have been left 

nnessayed to change the unjust purpose of the king, 

J^aow that Ileft in us presence the queen aid my wi« 



both wdeyiBf tean of diii^ipMfttmcmt. On: tlitt md* 
naent when 1 found that afguments eouM nd lonaat 
wnik, I ijnplote4 hiok by every eonaideraiiioR of 6ed 
and man to redeem hie aoitor, sacrificed by the udjubI 
decree proneuBced on Sir Williain Walhuae. My en* 
treaties were repulaed with angejr, for the soddeiK ea,* 
trance of Lord Athol with fresh fuel to his flame, so 
confirmed his direful resolution, that, desperate for my 
ftiend, I 'threw myself on my knees. The oneen, 
and then my wife, both prostrate at his feet, enforced 
my suit, but all in vain j his heart seemed hardened b^ 
oar eamestnete ; and his answer, while it put us to 8&« 
lence, granted Wallace a triumph even in his chains.-^ 
'/ Cease \" cried he, '* Wallace and I have now come to 
that issue that one must fall. I shall use my advantage, 
though I should walk over the necks of half iny kindr^ 
to accomplish his fate. I can find no security on my 
throne, no peace in my bed, until I know that he, my 
direst enemy, is no more !'' 

** Sorry am I, generous Gloucester," interrupted 
Wallace, *^ that for my life, you have stooped your 
knee to one so unworthy of your nobleness. Let, then, 
his tyranny take its course. But its shaft shall not 
reach the soul his unkingly spirit hopes to wound. — 
He may dishonor my body, may mangle these limbs; 
bnt William Wallace will then be far beyond hie 
reach !'' Gloucester gazed on him, doubtingr the in- 
q>ired expression of his countenance. " Surety," said 
he, *' my unconquered friend will not now be forced to 
self-violence 1" — *' No," returned Wallace, ** sui9>ect 
me not of such base vassalage to this poor tabernacle 
of clay. — Did I believe it my Father's will that I should 
die at every pore, I would submit* For so his immacu- 
late Son laid down his life for a rebellious world !^ 
And ia a servant greater than his master, that I should 
be exempt from this trial 1 — ^But I await his sonmiontf, 
and he whispers to my soul that the rope of Edwvita 
•hall never make this free bom neck feel ita degrading 
touch." 

Helen, with re-awakened horror, listened to the 
woids of Wallace, which referred to the hsC outrage 
to be committed on his sacred remains. She recalled 
tbe Corresponding threats of the king, and again los- 
iag Mlf-^poMMnoft, itartiiig wildly v^ ilie #Mktoed , 



^< And is there po humuiity- in bk ruthlew heart !-^ 
Am I to he deprived of-—— O!" cried she, teerins her 
eyes from the beloved form qq which th«y too mediy 
doted, '' let the sacrifice of my life be o^red to this 
tarwBii mm, to save from indignity-— — •'' She could add 
w> mote, hut drept half iainting on the arm of Wal- 
lace. 

Gloucester understood the object of such anguisbed 
solicitude, and while Wallace again seated her, he re- 
vived her by the assurance that the clause she so fear- 
iblly deprecated, had been repealed by Edward. But 
the good Earl blushed as be spoke, for in this instance 
he said wha^ was not the truth. Far different had 
been the issue of all his attempts at mitigation. The 
arrival of Athol from Scotland with advices from the 
Countess of Strathearn, that La^ Helen Mar had fled 
southward to raise an insurrection in favour of Wal- 
lace, and that Lord Bothwell had gone to France to 
move Philip to embrace the sadle cause, precipitated 
Edward to command the instant and full executioii of 
that sentence he was previously determined not to ab- 
rogate. It was merely to satisfy the French ambassa- 
dors of his desire to accord with their master's wish, 
that he devised the mockery of sending the articles of 
pardon to Wallace, which he well knew would be re- 
jected. And his interview with Lady Helen, though so 
intemperately conducted, was dictated by the same sub- 
tle policy. 

When on the representations of Lord Athol, Glou- 
cester found the impossibility of obtaining any further 
respite of the jnurderous decree, he attempted to /pre- 
vail for the remission of the last clause, which order- 
ed, that his friend's noble body should be dismember- 
ed, and his limbs sent sb terrors to rebellion, to the 
four capital fortresses of Scotland. Edward spurned 
at Uiis petition with even more acrimony than he had 
done the prayer for his victim's life : and Gloucester 
then starting from his knee, in a burst of honest indig- 
nation exclaimed, " Oh ! hing, remember what is done 
by thee this day ! Refusing to give righteous judgment 
in favour of one who prefera virtue to a crown and life \ 
as insincere as secret have been your last conditioits 
with him ; but they will be revealed when the ^reat 
^udge that aearcheth 9W ipen's hearts ehall cause thee 
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to answer for this rastt^r at the dfeadfol day of mtd' 
vefsaldoom. Thou hasUnow^iven aentence on a pat* 
riot and a priace ; and then ahm\ judgment be siven on 
thee!" 

<' Dangerous/ indeed, is his rebellious spirit/' cried 
Edward, in almost speechless wrath, " since it affects 
even the daty of my own house ! Gloucester, leave my 
presence; and on pain of your own death, dare not ap- 
proach me till I send for you to see this rebeFs head on 
London bridge !" 

To disappoint the revengeful monarch of at least this 
object of malice, Gloucester was now resolved j and 
imparting liis wishes to the warden of the tower, his 
trusty friend, he laid a plan accordingly. 

Helen believed his declaration to her, and bowed 
her head in sign that she was satisfied with his zeal.- 
The earl, addressing Wallace, continued. '^ Could I 
have purchased thy life, thou preserver of mine ! with 
the forfeiture of all I possess, I should have rejoiced 
in the exchange. But as that may not be; is there 
aught in the world which I can do to administer to thy 
wishes. '^ 

" Generous Gloucester !" exclaimed Wallace, "how 
unwearied has been your friendship ! But I shall not tax 
it much farther. I was writing my last wishes, when 
this angel entered my apartment : she will now be the 
voice of William Wallace to his friends. But still I 
must make you one request^ and one which I trust will 
not be out of your power. Let this heart, ever faithful 
to Scotland, be at least buried in its native country. 
When I cease to breathe sive it to Helen, and she will 
mingle it with the sacred dust of those I love. For her- 
self, dear Gloucester ! ah ! guard the vestal purity and 
life of my best beloved, for tnere are those wno, when I 
am gone may threaten both.'' 

Gloucester, who knew that Wallace meant the lord 
Soulis and de Valence in this apprehension, pledged 
himself for the performance of his first request ; and for 
the second, he assured him thvt he would protect Helen 
as a sister. But she, regardless of all other evils than 
that of being severed from her dearest and best friend, 
exclaimed in bittersorrow, " Wherever I am, stt)l« und 
forever, shall all of Wallace that remains on earth he 
with me. He gave himself to me, and ne moKal mfnat 
•hall ever divide us !" 
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Glb«iceet«r coald not rtply bcfoi« the Ydice of the 
wanlen, calling to faint that the hour of the gi^es beings 
■but was anriYod, compelled him tp bid bis friend Sure- 
well. He grasped the hand of Wallace with a stronff 
emotion ; for ne knew that the next time he' should 
meet him would be on the ecafibld. During the mo- 
ments of this parting, Helen, with her hands clasped 
en h«: knees, and her eyes bent downwards, inwaraly 
and earnestly invoked the Almighty to endow her 
with fortitude to bear the horrors she was to witness, 
that she might not, by her agonies, add to the tortures of 
Wallace. 

The cheering voice that was ever music to her ears, 
recalled her from this devout abstraction. Ht laid his 
hand on hers, and held such sweet discourse with her, 
on the aj^roaching end of all his troubles, ef his ever- 
lasting beatitude, that she listened and wept, and even 
Smiled. " Yes," added he, " a little while, and my 
▼imin bride shall give me her dear embrace in heaven ; 
and my Marion's generous soul will join tl^e blest com- 
munion ! — She died to preserve my life :— you suffered 
a living death to maintain my honor i Can I then di« 
vide ye, noblest of created beings, in my soul I Take 
then, my heart's dear Helen, thy Wallace's last earthly 
kiss \" She bent towards him and fixed her lips to bis. 
It was the first tim^ they had met ', his partmg words 
still hang on them, and an icy cold ran through all her 
veins. ** 1 have not many hours to be with thee, and 
yet a strange drowsiness overpowers mv senses 3 but I 
shall speak to thee again !'' He looked up as he spoke, 
with such a glance of holy love, that not doubting he 
was now bidding her indeed his last lu^well ; that he 
was to pass firom this sleep out of the power of man ; she 
pressed hia hand without a word, and as he dropt his 
head upon her lap, with an awed spirit she saw him sink 
to i^ofound repose. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

Loire aad tShntly had she watched his rest. So 
featle was hk hveafth^ that he scaseely seemed tr 
%«>tbe ; md ^ftwi/ dtW hpr ^ad^rkrito <&i tkm -««« 
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ber cheek to feel tbe respiration whipk bore witims 
tbat bifl outraged spirit wds yet fettered to earth. She 
tremblingly pUued ner hand on hia heart j but still its 
wantt beaia spoke comfort to hers. The aoul of Wallace 
as well as his beloved body, was yet clasped in her arnM. 
'' The arms of a true sister enfold thee/^ murmored she 
to herself, ** and would bear thee up, to lay thee on the 
bosom of thy martyred wife ; and there how wouldst thou 
■milo-upon and bless me V 

The first rays of the dawn shone upon his peacefol 
face, just as the door opened and a priest af^)eared. — 
He held in his hand a sacred cup, and the chalice for 
performing the rites of the dying. At this sight, the 
Whinger of a fearful doom, the fortitude of Helen for« 
sook her ; and throwing her srms frantickly over the 
sleeping Wallace, she exclaimed, ** He is dead ! his sa- 
crament is now with the Lord of Mercy ! — Her voice 
awakened Wallace ; he started from his position ; and 
Helen, (seeing that he, whose gliding to death in hie 
sleep she had so lately deprecated, now indeed livM to 
mount the scaffold,) in unuttwable horror, XeU back with 
a heavy groan. 

Wallace having accosted the priest with a reveren- 
tial welcome, turned to Helen, and tenderly whispered 
her, " Let not the cmnpletion of my fate, dearest half 
of m;^8elf! shake your dependance on the only true 
and just. R^oice that Wallace has been deemed 
worthy to die for " his virtues. And what is death, my 
Helen, that we should ehun it even to rebelling against 
the Lord of Life 1 — Is it not the door which opens to 
US immortality ? and in that blest moment, who will 
regret that he passed through it in the bloom of his 
years 1 — Come then, sister of my soul, and share with 
thy Wallace the last supper of his Lord ', the pledge 
of the happy eternity to which, by his grace, I now as- 
cend !" 

Helen, conscience-struck, and re-awakened to holy 
confidence by the heavenly composure of his manner, 
obeyed the impulse of his hand ; and they both knelt 
t<^ether before the minister ^f peace. As the sacred 
rite proceeded, it seemed tbe indissoluble union of He- 
len's spirit with that of Wallace :^<' My life will eipire 
with hie!'' was the secret response to the Tenerable 
aHUi'B ezhortatioas to the passiiig ioql ^ «id«i hi^mkf^ 
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WmlUee with the holy cnni under the Itst unction s 
«8 one who believcid herself standing on the hrink oi 
eternity, she longed to share also, that mark of dc^th. 
At that moihent Uie diunal toil of a bell sounded ih>ra 
the ..top of the tower. The heart of Helen paused. 
The warden and his train entered. ** I will follow him," 
cried she, starting from her knees; '^ into the. grave it- 
self!" 

What was said, what was done,^ she knew not, till 
she found herself on the scaffiald upheld b^ the arms of 
Gloucester. Wallace stood before her with his hands 
bound across, and his noble head uncovered. His eyes 
were turned upwards with a godlike confidence in the 
power he served. A silence, as of some desert waste 
reigned throughout the thousands who stood below.» 
The executioner approached to throw the rope over the 
neck of his victim. At this sight, Helen, with a cry 
that was re-echoed by the compassionate spectators, 
Toshed to his bosom. Wallace, with a mighty strength, 
burst the bands asunder which confined his arms, and 
clasping her to him with a force that seemed to make 
her touch his very heart ; his breast heaved as if his 
sotrl were breaking from its outraged tenement, and 
while his head sunk on her neck, be exclaimed in a low 
and interrupted voice — " My prayer is heard ! — Helena 
we shall next meet to part no more. May God preserve 
my country, and — " He stopped. The struggle was 
over in his bosom: all there was still. She laid her 
hand on his heart : it beat no more. 

In a glow of grateful exultation, she half rose from 
his breast, and putting back the executioner with her 
hand, cried aloud, ''He is gone! your cruelties can- 
not now reach him !" and then sunk again upon his 
bosom. The executioner, believing her words the mere 
exclamation of frantic grief, attempted to reason with 
her on the fruitlessness of thus impeding the course of 
Justice : he expostulated, he threatened ; but she return- 
ed no answer. Gloucester, in an agitation w4iich hard- 
ly allowed power to move or speak, and yet determined 
h^ not to desert his friend in his last extremity, drew 
near, and whispered Wallace to yield her to htm. But 
all was silent there ! He then remembered the wor^s 
which Wallace had said, That the rope of Edward should 
fiO¥«r miiiy his umMte hvfy. He raised the cbieftaia'a 
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iMidi and VMkittg OB haa fycm, fomd ii^eeA ^« iidii* 
palaM« it$mp of de«th. " Tfiere/' oried he, in a bom 
of tfiiefi letting it Ml again opoa tbe inaentible booom 
df mien ; " there broke the nobteat heart that ever bent 
iitt the breast of man !" 

The priests, tbe exeeutioners, erowded round him 
at this declaration. But givinft & command in a low 
tone to the warden, he t^ck the motionless Helen in 
his armS; and carried her from the scaffold back into the 
tower. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

On the evening of the fatal day in which the tun 
of Wallace set forever on his country, the Earl of Glou* 
cester was <giving his latest directions for the night to 
the warden of tbe tower, when the door of the cham* 
ber was suddenly burst open by a file of soldiers. A 
man in armor, with liis visor closed, was in the midst 
of them. The captain of the band toU the warden that 
the stranger before him had behaved in a most seditious 
manner. He had demanded admittance into the tow- 
er ; and on the centinel to whom he spoke, answering 
that ill consequence of the execution of Sir William 
Wallace, orders had been issued, '' that no strangers 
should enter the gates until the following morning/' 
he asked some questions relative to the oondemnation 
of the Scottish chief; and finding that the sentence of 
the law had been executed to tM uttermost, he burst 
into a passionate emotion, and uttered such threats 
against the king of England that the captain thought 
it his duty to have him seized and brought before the 
warden. 

On the entrance of the soldiers, Gloucester had re-» 
tired from observation into the shadow of the room. 
He turned anxiously round on hearing these partioulanr. 
The stranger who stood in the midst, when the oaptun 
ceased speaking, fearlessly threw np hisviswr, mi ex* 
Uairoedf ** Ttfke me not to joar warden alone, bat to 
TOur king; and there let me .pierce hie oonacienee with 
m» infiimy.-^y, agd stab him, ere I die !'' 

I* this frantie acymvtioa^^SlfiRMMIef dieogwied ihi 
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MlUmt Brtie« s *»^ b«st6iinig towudii bnr to |fe«Vtot 
nifr afpBAiitljr dsterinraed expoenro of hiinaelf, whltm 
Ibwwoids he dumiised tbe officer andhivgnara; attil 
then fominf to tiiB. warden, ''Sir Edward/' laid h^ 
*' this straDger it not len my friend than he was that 
of Sir William Walhice !" Then &r b» it fnm me, 
earl, to deaoance him to our enr^ed monarch. 1 
have seen noble blood enough already ; and though we, 
the subjects of King Edward, cannot call your late 
friend a martyr, yet we must think his country hcm>> 
<»red in so steady a patriot ; and may surely wish we 
had many tbe like in our own \'* (66) The worthy old 
knight, judging that Gloucester would desire to be left 
alone with the stranger, with these words bowed and 
withdrew. 

Bruce, who had hardly heard the observation of the 
warden, on his departure turned upon the earl, and 
with a burstins heart exclaimed, '' Tell me, is it 
true ? Am I so lost a wretch as to be deprived of my 
best, my dearest friend ? Answer me to the fact, that I 
may speedily take my cpurse \" Gloucester, alarmed 
at tbe . direful expression of his countonance ; with a 
quivering lip^ but in silence, laid bis hand upon his 
arm. Bruce too well understood what he durst not 
apeak ; and shaking it off franticly, " I have no friend !% 
cried he,. " Wallace ! my brave and only Wallace, 
thou art riiled from me ! And shall I have fellowship 
with these t No; all mankind are my enemies; and 
soon will I leave their detested sojourn I" Gloucester 
attempted to interrupt him ; but he broke out afresh 
and with redoubled violence :«^'' And you, earl, cried 
he, ^ lived in this realm, and suffered such a sacrilege 
on God's most perfect work ? ' Ungrate fal, worthless 
man \ fill up the measure of your baseness ! deliver 
me to Edward; and let me brave him to his face. 
CMi ! let me die covered with the blood of thy enemies, 
my murdered Wallace ! my more than brother ! and 
tint shall be the royal robes thy Bruce will bring to 
thee!'' 

Glottoestor stood in dignified forbearance under the 
invectives and stormy grief of the Scottish prince ; and 
when ezfaansted nature seemed to taiui rest in momen- 
tary silence, he approached him. Bmce cast on him a 
tad giaAc4 of auapioMa. *' Leave aae }" eried he. 
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** I hate the whc^ worH j aad yoa the worat in it^ftr 
you might have saved him, and yea did Bot } ytm 
jnight have preserved his sacred limbs from beiog 
made the gazing stock of traitors, and von did not :— 
away from me, apt son of a tyrant I feet I tear yon 

jMece-meal V ** By the heroic spirit of him whom 

this outrage on me dishonors, hear my answer, Broce! 
And if not on this spot, let me then exculpate myself 
by the side of his body yet uninvaded by a sacrilegious 
touch. — ^* How V interrupted Bruce with less harsh- 
ness, and looking doubtingly. Gloucester continued; 
*' All that was mortal in our friend, now lies in a dis- 
tant chamber of this quadrangle. When I could not 
prevail on Edward, either by entreaty or reproaches, 
tcu remit this last gloomy vengeance of tyrants, I de« 
termined to wrest its object from his hands. A note- 
rious murderer died yesterday under the torture. By 
the assistance of the warden, after the inanimate corse 
of our friend was brought into this house to be convey- 
ed to the scene of its last horrors, the malefactors bo- 
dy was jdaced on the sledge in its stead $ and on that 
murderer most justly fell the rigour of that dreadful 
sentence.'' 

The whole aspect of iBruce changed during this ex- 
planation, whicn was followed by a brief account of 
their friend's heroic death. " Can you pardon my 
mad reproaches to you ?" cried he, stretchmg out his 
hand ; *' Foi^ive, generous Gloucester, the dirtrac- 
tion of a severely wounds spirit?" This pardon was 
immediately accorded; and Bruce impetuously added, 
** Lead me to these dear remains, that with redoubled 
certainty I may strike this steel deep into his murder- 
er's heart ! I ^ came to succour him ; I now stay to die. 
•—but not urirevenged !" " I will lead ^ou,'' returned 
the earl, ''where you shall learn a different lesson. 
His soul will speak to you by the lips of his bride, now 
watching by his sacrea relics.'' A few wotds gave 
• Bruce to understand that he meant Lady Helen Harj 
and with a deeper grief, when he heard in what an aw- 
ful hour their hands were plighted, he followed hif 49en- 
.ductor through the quadrangle. 

When Gloucester gently opened the door which -con- 
tained the remains of the bravest and the best, Bnie» 
•load fbr«in«Dent oo the tbnahold. Al llie 
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elkdof tlie' aoMrtaent^lit only by a lolitai^ lam», lay* 
tbe body of Wallace on a bter^ eovered with a wMdler^ 
cloak. Knediag by its side, with her head on its bo* 
som, was Helen. Her hair hunff disordered over her 
shoulders, and shrouded with its oaric lock^ the marble 
features of her beloved. Bruce scarcely breathed. He 
attempted to advance, but he staggered and fell. She 
lookea up at the noise ; but her momentary alarm ceas- 
ed when she saw Gloucester. He spoke in a tender 
voice ; ** Be not agitated, lady ; but here is the Earl of 
Carrick." 

'^Nothinff can agitate me more,'' replied die, turn- 
ing mournfully towards the prince, who, raised-from the 
Jloor by Gloucester, and opening his eyes, beheld her re* 
garding him with a look as of one already an inhabitant 
of the grave.-^^' Helen \" faintly articulated Bruce, ap- 
proaching her ; " I come to share your scnrrows ; and to 
do more, to avenge them." " Avenge them \" repeated 
she, after a pause ; " is there aught in vengeance that 
will awaken life in these cold veins again ? Let the 
murderers live in the world they have made a desert by 
the destruction of its brightest glory j and then our hom» 
will be his tomb !'' Again she bent her head upon his 
breast and seemed to forget that she had been spoken to, 
that Bruce was nresent. 

" May I not look on him?'' cried he, grasping her 
hand ; '' O ! Helen, show me that heroic face from 
whose beams my heart first caught the fire of virtue !" 
She moved, ana the clay-cold features of all that w^ 
ever perfect in manly beauty, met his sight. But the 
bright eyes were shut : the radiance of his smile was 
dimmed in death ; yet still that smile was there. — 
Bruce precipitated his lips to his : and then sinking 
on his knees, remained in a silence only broken by his 
sighs. 

It was an awful, and a heart-breaking pause ; for the 
v(Hce which, in all scenes of weal or wo, had ever min- 
gled t>|ireetly with theirs, was silent. Helen, who had 
not wept since the tremendous hour of the m<Mming, 
BOW burst into an agony of tears which seemed to 
threaten the eitinction of her being. Bruce, a^ofiid 
by her smothered cries as she lay aunost expiriag up- 
biud by Gloucester, huniedto her side, i^ degrees 
ilfl ffMOfoed to Ufb imd obfarvsnee | but ming \m* 
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mIi rvmored frofni tli6 mOT; fiin cpnEiig wildfy Aowsidv- 
it. Broee caught her ana to rapport Mr yet tottering 
steps, ^e looked etedfkstly «t him, and then at the mo- 
tionloM hodj, ^ He is there !" cried she, ** and yet he 
Mwaks not !-— He sooths not my grief— I ween, and he 
ctoes not comfort me ! — And there he lies ! O ! Bmee, 
can this be possible 7 Do I really see him dead 7 — And 
what is death 1" added she, grasping the cold hand of 
Wallace to her heart : ** Didst thon not tell me, when 
this hand pressed mine and blessed me, that it was only a 
translation from grief to joy ? and is it not so, Bruce t 
Behold how we mourn, and he is happy ! — I will obey 
thee, my immortal Wallace \" cried she, easting her arms 
about him, and placing her cheek to his 5 '' I will obey 
thee, and weep no more V* 

She was silent and calm. And Bruee, kneeling on 
the opposite side of his-friend, listened without inter- 
ruption to the arguments which Gloucester addBced, 
to persuade him to abstain altogether from discovering 
himself to Edward, or uttering his resentments against 
him. till he could do both as became the man for whom 
Wallace had sacrificed so much, even till he was kinff 
of Scotland. " To that end,'' said Gloucester, ** did 
this ffallant chieftain liveC For, in restoring ^rou to the 
people of Scotland^ he believed he was setting a seal 
to ttieir liberties and peace. To that end did he die, 
and in the direfbl moment uttered prayers for your 
establishment. Think then of this 3 and let him not 
look down from his heavenly dwelling and see that Bruce 
despises that country for which he bled, that the now on- 
ly hope of Scotland is sacrificed in a moment of inconsid- 
erate revenue to the cruel hand which broke his daunt- 
less heart \" 

Bruce did not oppose this counsel, but inpropertioii 
as the fumes of passion passed away, and left a ssanly 
Sorrow and determination of revenge in his soul, he lis- 
tened with approbation, and finally resolved whactever 
violence he might do his nature, not to allow Edwatd tits 
last triumph of finding him in his power. 

'Phe Earl's last essay was with Helen. He feMtti 
CUCI^a rumour of the stranger's indignation at the laf* 
«Mc»iion, and that the Earl of Gloucester had tiAcc* 
turn In diame, miight, when associated with tbei 
thttt ihe wi&r «fl^ WilliMi Wftllac» ate 
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tiader bis protection^ awaken some suspicion ; and di- 
rect in^esngations, too likely to discover the imposi- 
tion he had put on the executioners of the last clause 
in his royal father's most iniquitous sentence. He 
therefore explained his new alarm to Helen, and con- 
jured her, if she would yet preserve the hallowed re- 
mains before her from any chance of violence, (which 
her lingering near them might induce, by attracting 
notice to her movements)^she must consent almost im- 
mediately to leave the kingdom. The valiant and ever 
faithful heart of Wallace should be her companion ; and 
an English captain, who had partaken of his clemency at 
Berwick, should be her trusty conductor to her native 
land. To bear away every objection, before she return- 
ed any answer he added, that Bruce should be protected 
by him with strict fidelity, till some safe opportunity 
should offer for his taking to Scotland the sacred corpse, 
which must ever be considered as the most precious relio 
in that country. 

" As Heaven wills the trial of my heart," returned 
she, '' so let it be !'' and bending her head on the dear 
pillow of her rest, the bosom which, cold and deserted 
as it was bv its heavenly inhabitant, was still the bo- 
som of her Wallace, the temple rendered sacred by the 
footsteps of a God ! — For, had not virtue and Wallace 
dwelt there? and where virtue is, there abides the 
spirit of the holy one ! She passed the remainder of 
the night in vigils, which were not less devoutly 
maintained by the chastened heart of the prince of 
Scotland. 

— 0000 — 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

Thx tidings of the dreadful vengeance which Ed- 
ward had taken against the Scottish nation, by pour- 
ing all his wrath upon the head of Wallace, whose 
only offence was known to be that of having served hia 
country too faithfully, struck like the lightning of 
Heaven throush the souls of men. The English turn- 
ed blushing from each other, and ventured not to 
breathe the name of a man whose virtues seemed to 
kave found him a sanctuary in every honest h^^' 
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Bat-wbeA the news rt^biid Scotlan4> the iadtgnatioik 
was general. All enTyiags, all strife were forgolten 
in unqualified resentment of the dead. There bra, not 
been a man, even among the late refractory chieftaiasy 
eicenting the Cummins and their coadjutors Soulis 
and Monteith, who believed that Edward seriously 
ment to sentence the patriot Wallace to a severer 
fate than that which he had proncHinced f^atnst his 
rebellious vassal, the exiled Baliol. His execution 
4 for none bat those who were in the confidence of 
Gloucester knew that heaven had snatched him from 
the dishonour of so vile a death) was therefore so unex- 
pected^ that the fi]«t promulgation of it excited such 
an abhorrence of the perpetrator in every breast,' thaX 
the whole country rose as one man, and threatened to 
march instantly to London and sacrifice the tyrant on 
his throne. >. 

At this crisis, when the mountains of the north 
seemed heaving from their base to overwhelm the 
blood-stained fields of England, every heart which se- 
cretly rejoiced in the late sanguinary event, quailed 
within its possessor as he tremblingly awaited the mo- 
ment when the conseouences of the iall of Wallace 
should prove the ruin or his enemies. At this instant, 
when tne fUries armed every clan in Scotland, Kirk- 
patrick, at the head of a band of WaUace's old soI*> 
diers, breathing forth revenee like a consuming fire 
before them, led the way to the general destruction of 
Edward's, newly established po^ver in the country. 
John Cummin, the Regent, stood aghast. He foresaw 
his owA downfall in this re-awak^ned enthusiasm for 
the man whom his treachery, or pusilanimity, all saw 
had been the first means of betraying to his enemies. 
Baffled in the aim of his own amUtion, by the very 
means he had taken to effect it, he saw no alternative 
but to throw himself at once upon the bounty of Eng- 
land: and to this purpose he bethought him of the 
only chance of preso-vmg the power ra Edward, and 
consequently his own, in Scotland. Knowing by past 
events, that this tempest of the soul, excitra by re- 
morse in some, and gratitude in others> could oniy be 
maintained to any conclusive iiyury to England by a 
royal hand 5 and that hand was expected to be Brace's j 
M determined at once, that the prince to whom he had 
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fnrora feailkVf ud ia whom he owed hU ftemoi «lcva» 
tioa, should iotlow the fate of his fhend. By^he spies 
which he constantlv kept round Hunting-tower^ be 
was apprised that JBruce had set off towaSds London 
in a vessel from Dundee ; and on these srounds he sent 
a despatch to king ESdward, informing him that desti* 
ny had establish^ him supreme, lord of Scotland, for 
now its second and its last hope had put himself aa it 
were into his hands. With this intelligence he save 
a particular account of all Bruce's proceedings, from 
the time of his meeting him with Wallace in France, 
to his present following that chief to London. He 
then craved his majesty's pardon for ever having beea 
betrayed into an union with such conspirators, and 
repeated his hope that the restitution he nad made in 
thus showing him where to find his last opponent, 
would finally convince him of his penitence and duty. 
He closed his letter by urffine the king to take instant 
and e^ectual measures to disable Bruce from disturbing 
the quiet of Scotland, or ever again disputing his royu 
claims. 

Gloucester was in the presence when this epistle was 
delivered in and read by his majesty. On the suit of his 
daughter, Edward had be^ reconciled to his son-in-law : 
but when he showed him the contents of Cummin's let- 
ter, with a suspicious smile he said in a low voice, ** In 
case you should know any thing of this, new rebel's lurk- 
ing place, you leave no^ this room till he is brought before 
me. See Jto your obedience, Hugh, or your head shall 
follow WaUace's.'' 

The king instantly withdrew : and the Earl aware that 
search would most probably be made through all his hous* 
es, sought in his own mind for some expedient to apprise 
Bruce of. his danger. — To write in the presence-chamber 
was impossible ; to deliver a message in a whisper would 
be yery hazardous, for most of the surrounding courtiers 
saw the frown with which the king had left the apart- 
ment, and marked the command he gave the marshal : — 
" See that the Earl of Gloucester quits not this room till 
I return." 

The Earl, in the confusion of his thoughts, turned 
his eye on Lcffd Montgomery, who had only arrived 
that yery morning from an endiassy to Spain. He had 
heard with unutterable horror toe &te of WaUacey 
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and extending his interest in him to those whom he lo- 
ved, be had arranged with Gloucester to accompany him 
that very evening to pledge bis friendship to Brace. — 
To Montgbmery, then, as to the onl^r man acquainted 
with his secret, he turned \ and taking his spurs off 
his feet, and pulling but a purse of gold, he said aloud 
and with as easy an air as he could assume, ^ Here, my 
Lord Montgomery ; ais you are soing directly to Highgate, 
I will thank you to call at my lodge,, and put these spurs 
and this purse into the hand's of the groom we spoke of; 
he will know what use to make of them.'' He then turn< 
ed negligently on his heel, and Montgomery quitted the 
apartment. 

The apprehension of this youn^ lord was not less 
quick than the invention of bin triend. He guessed 
that the Scottish prince was betrayed 3 and to render 
^his escape the less likeljr to be traced, (the ground being 
wet and liable to retain impression) before he went to the 
lodge, he dismounted in the adjoining wood, and with his 
own hands reversed the iron on the feet of the animal 
he had provided for Bruce. He then proceeded to the 
house, and found the object of his mission disguised as 
a priest, and in the chapel paying his vesper adorations 
to the Almighty Being on whom his whole dependence 
hung. Uninfluenced by the robes he wore, his was 
the devotion of the soul : and not unaptly at such an 
hour came one to deliver him from a danger which, un- 
known to himself was then within a few minutes of seiz- 
ing its prey. 

Montgomery entered, and being instantly recog- 
nized by Bruce, the ingenuous prince, never doubting 
- a noble heart, stretched out his hand to him. — " I 
take it," returned the Earl, " only to give it a parting 
grasp. Behold these spurs and purse sent to you by 
Gloucester ! — ^You know their use. Without further 
observation follow me." Montgomery was thus ab- 
rupt, because as he left the palace, he heard the mar- 
shals give orders for different military detachments to 
-search everv residence of Gloucester for the Earl of 
Carrick, andf he did not doubt that the party despatch- 
ed to Highgate were now mounting the summit of the 
bill. 

Bruce, throwing off his cassoc and cowl, again ap- 
pewed in complete arnor 3 and after beiding his knee 
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tot a moment on the stone which oorered tfae^ remains 
of Wallace, he folibwed his' friend from the chapel, 
thrpugh a solitaxy path in the park to the centre of 
the wood. Montgomeiy pointea to the horse. Brace 
graspied the hand of his faithful conductor with fer- 
vency ; " I go, Montgomery," said he, " to my king- 
dom. But its crown shall never clasp my brows till 
the remains of Wallace retnrn to their country. And 
whether peace or the sword restore them to Scotland, 
still shail a king's a brother's friendship, unite my 
heart to Gloucester and to you.'' As be spoke, he 
vaulted into his saddle ; and receiving the cordial 
blessings of Montgomery, he touched his good steed 
with his pointed rowels, and was out of sight in an in- 
stant.^cc) 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

About the hour of twilight, on the eighth day af* 
ter Bruce had cast his last look on the capital of Eng- 
land, — ^that scene of his long captivity under the 
spell of delusion, that Itheatre of his family's disgrace 
and of his own eternal regrets ! — ^he crossed "the little 
stream which marked the oil-contended barrier land 
of the two kingdoms. He there checked the headlong 
speed of his horse, and having alighted to give it 
breath, walked by its side, musing on how different 
were the feelings with which he now entered Scot- 
landV from the buoyant emotions with which he had 
sprung on its shore in the beginning of the year. 
These thoughts, as full of sorrow as of hope,- had not 
occupied him long, when be espied a man in the red 
Cummin's colors, galloping towards him. He guessed 
him to be some new messenger of the regent to Inward, 
and throwing himself before the horse, caught it by 
the bridle, and commanded its rider to deliver to him 
the despatches which he knew he carried to the kins 
of England. The man, as was expected, refiised, and 
striking his spurs into his beast, tried to trample down 
his assailant. But Bruce was not so to be put from 
his aim. The manner of the Scot convinced mm that 
■uspiciont wen right, »aA tratting fortli his ne^^ 
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^fom UA, wfth one Mtkm he pfolled him Horn hit saddle 
tad laid him preetrate on the ground. Again he demand- 
ed the papen : <M am your prince/' cried Bmoe, ** and 
by the allegianoe vou owe to Robert Brace, I command 
you to deliver them into mv hands. Life shall be 
your reward > — immediate death the paniahment of your 
4»b8tinacy.^' 

In such an extremity the man did not hesitate : and 
taking from his bosom a aealed packet, immediately 
resiffned it. — Bruce ordered him to stand before him 
tOl be had read the centents. The popr fellow trem- 
bling with terror of this formidable freebooter, (for 
he placed no belief in the declaration, that he was the 
prince of Scotland,) obeyed', and Bruce breaking the 
seals, found as he expected, a long epistle from the 
regent, urging the sanguinary aim of his x^ommunica- 
tions. He reiterated his arguments for the expedien- 
cy of speedily putting Robert Bruce to death ; ne rep- 
resented '' the danger that there was in delay, lest a 
man so royally descended, and so popular as he had 
become, (smce it waa now publicly unoerstood that he 
had already fbught his country's battles under the 
name of Sir Thomas de Longueville) should find means 
of placing himself at the head of many zealots in his 
favour. These ciroumstances, so propitious to ambi- 
tion, and his now adding personal revenge to his for- 
mer boldness and policy, would, at this juncture, (the 
regent pronounced) should he arrive in Scotland, turn 
its growing commotions to the most decisive uses 
against the English power.'' He concluded with say- 
ing, that ''the lords Loch-awe, Doudas and Ruthven, 
were come down from the Highlands with a multitu- 
dinous army, to drive out the Southron garrisons and 
repossess themselves of the fortresses of Stirling and 
Edinburgh. That Lord Bothwell had returned from 
France with the real Sir Thomas de Longueville, » 
knight of great valiancy. And that Sir Roger Kirk- 
patrick, after having massacred half the English Cas* 
tellans in the border counties, was now lying at Tor- 
ihorald ready to commence his murderous reprisals 
libroHjgh the coasts of Galloway. For himself, he told 
the king, that he bad secretly removed into the Fran* 
ciacan monastery at Dumfries, where he should most 
MBUOMly MNUt hM ttaj«My^ patdtfn tnA comsuttda.*^ 
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Brace closed the packet. Te prevent his dedoiiB be- 
ing blown before they were reaay to open, he laid hie 
sword upon the shoulder of the man. '' You are my 
prisoner/' said he, ** but fear not, I only mean to how 
you in safety till your master has answered for his trea- 
son.^'—Tbe messenger thought that whoever this impe- 
rious stranger was, he saw a truth in his e^es which rat- 
ified this assurance, and without opposition he walked 
before him till he stopped at Tortfaorald. 

Night had closed m when Bruce sounded his bugte 
under the walls. Kirkpatrick himself answered from 
Oie embrasure over the barbican-gate, and demanded 
who desired admittance. " None," added he; ^' that ie 
not a true Scot, need venture his neck within these 
u>wer8 !" " 'Tis the avenger of Sir William Wal- 
lace I" was the reply. The gates flew open at the 
words ; and Rirkpatrick standing in the arch-way 
amid a blaze of torcnes, received his guest with a brave 
welcome. 

Bruce spoke no more till he entered the banquetting 
hall, where he found three other knights. He then 
turned to Kirkpatrick : " My valiant friend," said he, 
" order your servants to keep that Scot,'' pointing to 
the messenger of Cummin, '' in safe custody till I com- 
mand his release : but till then let him be treated with 
the lenity which shall ever belong to a prisoner of 
Robert Bruce !" As he spoke, he threw up his visor > 
and Kirkpatrick, who with others, had heard the re- 
port that De Longueville, who had been the com- 
panion of -Wallace, was their rightful prince, now re- 
cognised the well-known features of the brave foreign- 
er in the stranger before him. Not doubting the VC'^ 
rity of his words, he bent his knee with the homage 
due to his king ; and in the action was immediately 
followed by Sir Eustace Maxwell, Sir James Lind- 
say, and Adam Fleming, who were the other knights 
present. 

" I come," cried the prince, " in the spirit of mr 
heart's sovereign and friend, the now immortal Wal- 
lace, to live or to die witn you in the defence of my 
country's liberties. With such assistance as yours, 
flis invincible coadjutors, and with the blessing or 
' ^etvea on our arms, I hope to redeem Scotland Trou 
• . ke disgrace which her me hoiribie tafanitsittn to IH* 
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tyrant hat futened on her name. The trsnagiesaioni 
of mv house have been grievous : but this last deadlj 
Bin of my j^ple calls for expiation dire indeed ! — 
And in their crime they have received their punish- 
ment. They broke from their side the arm which 
alone had rescued them from their enemies ! I dow 
come to save them from themselves. Their having 
permitted the sacrifice of the rights of my family, was 
the first injury committed on the constitutioUi and it 
prepared the way for the ensuing tyranny which seized 
upon the kingdom. But by resuming these rights, which 
is now my firm purpose, I open to you a way to recover 
our ancient hereditary independence. The direful 
scene just acted on the Tower-hili of London, that hor- 
jrible climax of Scottish treason ! must convince every 
reasonable mind, that all the late misfortunes of our 
country have proceeded from the base 'jealousies of its 
nobles. There then let them die, and may the grave 
of Wallace be the tomb of dissension ! Seeing where 
their own true interests point, surely the brave chieftains 
of this land will rally round their lawful prince, who 
here declares he knows no medium between death and 
victory !*' 

The spirit with which this address was pronounced, 
the magnanimity it conveyed, assisted by the graces 
of his youth, and noble deportment, struck forcibly 
to the hearts of his auditors, and aroused in double 
vigor those principles of resentment with which they 
were already so powerfully actuated. KirkDatrick 
needed no other stimulus than his almost idolatrous 
memory of Wallace, and he listened with an answer- 
ing ardor to Bruce's exhortation. The prince next 
disclosed to his now zealously pledged frienaa, the par- 
ticulars of the Red Cummin's treachery. ** He now lies | 
at Dumfries,'* cried Kirkpatrick ; " thither let us go and , 
confront him with his treason. When fblsehood is to be 
confounded, it is best to grapple with the sorceress in the 
moment of detection : shoula we hesitate, she may elude 
our grasp." .| 

Dumfries was only a few miles distant, and they might ' 
reach the convent before the first matins. Fatigue wa^ 
not felt by Bruce when in the pursuit of a great object, 
and after a slight refMimont, he and hi* four detennin^ 
^ friends took hone. 
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At tbfty liad tnticiiNited, the midnight bell wig nag- 
fag for pnTeIra as the troop stopped at the f ranciscan 

Ste. Dndsaj haTing been in the Holy Land during 
e late imblic straggles, and not bein^ likely to be 
Vraspected of any hostility^ against, the inhabitants of 
the monastery, (the principal of which was a Com- 
min.) alleged imsiness with the abbot, and desired to 
«ee nim. Oh the father bidding him welcome, Bruce 
•topped forward and said, '' Reverend sir, I come from 
Lcmdon. I have an aimir to settle with Lord Bade- 
noch : and Tknow by his letters to king Edward that he 
is secretly lodged in this convent. I therefore demand 
to be eondactM to him.'' This peremptory requisition, 
and the siuerior air of the person who made it, did not 
leave the abbot room to doubt that he was some illustri- 
ims messenger from the king of England, and with hard- 
ly a demur he left the other\niffhts in the cloisters of the 
church, a«ftled the noble Southron (as he thought) to his 
lunsmui. 

Tbft treacherous re|(ent had just quitted the refec- 
tm:«^. and retired to his own apartment, as the abbot 
^naucted the Stranger into his presence. Badenoch 
started fiowningly from his seat at his unusual intru- 
■ion. Brace's visor was closed. And the ecclesiastie 
perceiving the regent's displeasure, dispersed it by an- 
nouncing the visitant as a messenger from king Ed- 
ward. " Tlien leave us alcme," returaed he, unwilling 
that even this his convenient kinsman should know 
the extent of his treason against his country. The 
abbot had hardlv closed the door, when Bruce, whose 
indignant soul burat to utter his full contempt of the 
wretch before him, hastily advanced to speak ; but the 
cautious Badenoch, fearfm that the fiither might yet be 
within hearing, put his finger to his lips. Brace paus- 
ed and listened to the departinff steps or the abbot as he 
iinssnil along the cloisters. When they were no more 
neaid, with one hand raising his visor, and the other 
giaapmff the scroll of detection*-" Thus, baseit of the 
laee of Cummin \" exclaimed he, '' may yea for a 
noment elude the universal shame which awaits yowr 
Mmes." 

' At sight of the fkce, on hearing the words of Brace^ 
the aamanly cowaid uttered a cry of terror and rushed 
lOimdB ttaa^door. « Yob peas aot ]i«re,'*€o&t2M«ad*^ 
▼ofc. UL L 
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pri«ce> " UU I haTe laid Open «U yoof ffuikrftod|«9Q«ni- 
0^ on you the doom due to a treacneroua ihend aad 
traitorouf ral^jec^ V *' Infatuated Bruce/' e^clauned 
Badenoch, aaauming an air of insnlted firiendfhip, now 
that he found esc^>e impossible, '* wbatialte t6ngtte bag 
persuaded vou thus to arraign one who has ever been boi 
too fkitbfully the adherent of your desperate fortunea 1-^ 
I have labored day and night in secret in your aenrice^ 
ftnd thus am I repaid." 

Bruce jmiled diadainfuHy at this poor Attempt te 
throw dust in his e^-^-i. And as he Mood with bis back 
against the door, '' *: '>in « Ci the murderous packet, and 
read from it all i' ~ ;'>xccu':-' i ^:q^nin turned pale and 
red at eachsentei. <r And at i . -^ Qruce closinir it,*- 
^ Now then, faithj U I'lhtmit vi' h ,PTt Bruce !" cried 
he, ^' say what the man tU'for\ch, wj) \ is these blood- 
red lines, petitions the dr.atii of his k.^fal prince ?-* 
Oh ! thou arch-regicide I Do not' my veflr k>Qks kill 
theer i ' •" 

Badenoch. with his eoraplezion of a livid hue* and 
his voice falterinff, first attempted to deny the lettei 
having been his band-writing, or that he had any cdn- 
cem m the former embassy to Edward : — ^Thon fixuUu^s 
that these falsehoods only irritated Bruce to higher in- 
dignation ; and beside himself with tenor that he should 
now be sacrificed to his prince's just resentment, h«* 
threw himself on his knees, and'oonfessipg each trans* 
action r implored his life and pardon in pity to the feat 
^bioh had alone precipitatea him to so ungrateful ^ 
proceeding. '' On !'' added he, *' I have given myself 
to dimger on your account I Even fbr your ultimate ad« 
vantage did I bring on my head the perils which now 
fill me vith dismay ! Love alone for ^ou ncuide me baa- 
ten the seizure and execution of W ilham WaUace^ that 
inaidions (nend, who would have crept into your tlurone* 
—And then fear of your mistaking the motives of se good 
a service, betrayed ae to throw jnvielf ittto the anna of 
Edward V 

<<Bai7 tbyielf and erimes^ thou fimlasft traitor^ 
tMin (ke depUM of hen, that I mur not poaiata ticM 
huth >Rr2th thy monstrous Uood ! Out of bt eight 
^Mt t'' ciied the. princ*, n^rtvo^ 9m%T with a «re« 
wnm^um fpitura. Tm thianoaemy Biiic9 viak«»> 
Stt^^Mtew^ hi4teM M «wtiptQK bite mr* 
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pK of Wallace > aad ibigettin^ ail hi* 09m fenonal 
wrongs in this mort iBighty mjurv, with tttmaltoout 
ftonror in his soal|,he turned from tne coward to avoid 
. the 8elf*blame of stabbing a wretch at his feet. But at 
ihat moment, Canunin, who believed his doom onlj 
nspended, rose from his knee and struck his 'disk into 
the back of the prince. Bruce turned on him with the 
tqnickness of thought. ** Hah !'/ exclaimed he, aei*- 
Sng him by the throat,, " then take thr fate ! This ac- 
cursed deed has removed the only barrier betwe«*.n 
vengeance and thee, and thus remember William Wal^ 
lace!" — Ab the prince spoke, he plunged his daoger 
into the breast of the traitoi-. Cummin uttered a nltf« 
fill cry, and rolled down at his feet murmuring impreca» 
tions. 

Bruce jBed from a scene of such honor. It was tha 
first .time his ana had drawn blood but in the fiekl of 
battle, and he felt as if the base tide had contaminated 
his rojal steel. In the cloisters he was encountered by 
his fhends. — A few words informed them of what had 
happened. ''Is he dead?'' inquired Kirkpatrick. — 
'^Ican hardly doubt it/' answered Bruce. ''Such a 
matter/' returned the veteran, ''must not be left to 
conjecCure. I will 9itc\nt(dd) himl'' And ruanins 
forward immediately, followed by Lindsay, he founa 
the wounded recent crawling from the door of the eeU. 
and throwing himself upon hun, without noise, stabbed 
him to the heart. 

Before the catastrophe was known in the convent^ 
Bruce and his friends nad left it, and were &r on their 
road to Lochmaben, his own paternal castle. He arriv- 
ed before sun-rise, and thence despatched Fleming to 
Lord Ruthven with a transcript of nis designs. 

In the same packet he inclosed a letter for the lady 
laabella. ** It contained this brave resolution. That in 
his present return to Scotland, he did not consider 
himself merely as Robert Bruce come to reclaim the 
throne of his anceetora, but as the executor of the last 
suid dying will of Sir William Wallace, whieh was, 
tlwt Brace should coniim the lihertv of Scetlaad, vr 
flOl aa Wallace had dboey invincible at hia post." " TiU 
tliat fteedoB is acoompUdied '' contimaed the virtwua 
prfaee^ ** I wilt never shake the atedfi^ purpose of mj 
■ovlt^r tftAOMi^boMat tlij ltlfo<tadieiiif hMpr* 
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I am tlTalUce's soldier, babelU, as be wa» Iieaftta'iil 
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day when no hostile Southron breathes m Scotland, I 
will demand my sweetest reward, my beloved bride, of her 
Bobie uncle. You shall come to me as the angel of peace, 
and in one hour we will receive the nuptial benecuctioa 
and the vows of our people \" 

The purport of the prince-s ' letter to Ruthven wae 
well adapted to the strain of the foregoing. He there 
announced his intention of immediately putting himself 
at the head of his loyal Scots on the plains of Stirling, 
and there, declaring himself their lawful sovereign, 
proclaim to the world that he acknowledged no Isfal 
superior but the Great Being whose vicegerent he was. 
From that centre of his kii^om he would make ex- 
cursions to its farthert extremities, and with God's will, 
would either drive his enemies from the country, or per- 
ish with the sWord in his hand as became the descendant 
of William the Lion, as became the friend of William 
WaUace !" 

Ruthven was encamped on the carse of Gowrie when 
this letter was delivered to him. He read it aloud to 
liis assembled ehieflaias, and with waving bonnets they 
all hailed the approach of their valiant prince. BotlT- 
well alone, whose soul devoted attachment to Wallace 
could not be superseded by any other affection, allow- 
ed' his bonnet to remain inactive in his hand, but with 
the fervour of true loyalty be thanked God for thus 
bringing the sovereign whom his friend loved, to bind 
in one the contending interests oi his- country ; and to 
wrest from the hands of that friend^s assassin, the scep- 
tre for which he had dyed them so dee^ in blood 

"-^000 — 

CHAPTER XXVm. 

Ths word of Bruce was as irreversible as his spirit 
was detennined. No temptation of indulgence could 
■ednoehim from the one, no mischance of adverrity^ 
eonld subdue the other. The standard of liberty had 
"^^ nised by him amidst hii faithful cbieftalBS on tl« 
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Mne of Crowrie, and carried by his tictoriooa arm 
from eaat to west 3 and from the moat northern point of 
Sutherland to the walla of Stirling: bat there, t^* 
garriaon which the treason of the late regent had ad- 
mitted into the citadel, gaye a momentary check to hia 
career. The English governor refused to surrender 
<m the terms propMed ; and while his first flag <Mf truce 
waa yet in the tent of the Scottish monarch, a second 
arrived to break ofi* the negotiation. Kin^ Edward 
at the head of a hundred thousand men, havrnff forced 
a rapid passase through the southern lowlands, waa 
within a few nours march of Stirling ; not only to re- 
lieve that place, but with a determination to buij 
Scotland in her own slain, or to restore it at once to his 
sole empire. 

When this was uttered by the English herald. Bruce 
turned to Ruthven with an heroic smile 3 '* Let him 
come, mv brave barons ! and he shall find that Bannock- 
bom shall page with Cambuskenneth !^' 

The stren^h of the Scottish army did not amount 
to more than thirty thousand men against this host of 
Southrons. Bruce, in his unequal contest, lost not the 
advantage of choosing his ^und fii-st : and therefore, 
as his power was de&ient in cavalry, he so took his 
field as to compell the enemy, who must act on the of- 
.fensive,to make it a battle of infantry alone. To mo- 
tect his flank from the innumerable squadrons of Ed- 
ward, he dug deep and wide pits near to Bannockbum : 
and then having overlaid their mouths with turf and 
brushwood, pfcMeeded to marshal his little phalanx on 
the shore of that brook, till his front stretched to St. 
Ninian's monastery. The centre was led by lord Ruth- 
ven and Walter Stewart, the lord of Bute; the right 
owned the valiant leading of Douglas and Ramsay ;— 
and the left was put in chaige of Lennox, with Sir Thom- 
as Randolph as his second, a brave chieftain who, like 
Lindsay and others had lately returned from a dis- 
tant land, and now embraced the cause of his coun- 
try with a patriot's zeal. Bruce stationed himself at 
the head of the reserve ; and with him was the veteran 
Loch-awe and Kirkpatrick, and Lord Bothwell with 
the true De LongueviUe and the brave Lanerkers of 
Wallace; all determined to make this division the 
•tay gf their little army, or the last sacrifice for 
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tkh Kberty. Before tliey entered on the field the laeMJH 
of these l»ttaJions asBembled around their king in hii 
tent, and there, on the mysteriottn iron box, (which 
Doivlat had caused to be brought \iy the abbot of In- 
chaflraj from St. Filian^s priory,) they swore to fill 
up one grave rather than ahve yield one inch of the 
ground' which Wallace had rendered doubly sacred by 
his victories. The abbot, who laid the box before his 
voung monarch, repeated the prohibition which bad 
been given with it, and add^, ** since then these can- 
enized relics, (for none can doubt that they are so,) 
have found protection under the no less holv arm <j€ St. 
Fillan, he now delivers them to your youthful majestv 
to penetrate their secrets, and to nerve your mind wita 
a redoubled trust in the saintly host." 

" The saints are to be honoured, reverend, father ) 
and on that principle I shall not invade their myste- 
ries, till the God in whom alone I trust, marks me 
with more than the name of king ; till He establishes 
me by victory, the approved champion of my country. 
But as a memorial that the spirits of the blessed lean 
f^om their ^riffht abodes to wish well to this day, let 
these holy relics be borne next our standard in the 
battle !'' 

Bruce having placed bis array, disposed the auper- 
numeraries of his army, the families of^ his soldiers and 
other apparently useless followers of the camp, under 
shelter of a hill which would lie between them and the , 
en^ny. He ordered Scrymgeour to strike the royal 
standard deep into a stone which grew out of the ground 
in the centre of his line. *^ By it," said he, " we must 
this day stand or fall !'' 

The following morning the whole of the Southron 
army appeared m sight. The van, consistinff of arch- 
ers and men at arms was c<»nmanded by Earl de Wa- 
renne ; and the main body was led on by Edward him- 
eelf, supported by Aymer de Valence and a train of 
his nsost redoubted generals. As they approached, the 
warlike bishop of Dunkeld appeared on tne face of the 
opposite hill, between the aobots of Cambuskennetb 
and Inchafiray, celebrating mass in the sight of the 
mosing armies. He then passed along in front of the 
ft^'^ni^ lines barefoot, with the cru^fix in his hand, 
>w bttt fbreefbl words, exhorted them by f veiy 
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OKTOd Unfe to figkt with tut imreced)ii|[ step for their 
rishts ana king ! At this adjaration, which seemed the 
caul of heaven itself^ the Scots fell on their knees to 
confirm their resolution with a tow. The sUdflen hn- 
miliation of their posture excited an instant triumph in 
the htfughty mind of Edward, and spurring forwara, he 
shouted aloud, " They yield ! They cry for mercy !" 
'* Th^ cry for mercy \" returned Percy, trying to with- 
hold nis majesty, ** hut not from us. On that ground 
on which they kneel, they will be victorious; or find 
their graves !" 

The king, contemning this opinion of the Earl, and 
inwardly belieying that now Wallace was gone he need 
fear no other opponent, ordered his men to charge. 
The horsemen to the number of thirty thousand, obey* 
ed 3 and rushing forward to the shock, with the hope of 
overwhelming the Scots ere they could arise from their 
knees, met a different destiny. They found destruc* 
tion amid the pits and hollows of the^ way, and with 
broken ranks and fearful confusion, fell or fled tinder 
the missive weapons which poured on them from the 
adjoining hill. De Valence ,wa8 overthrown and 8e> 
verely wounded on the first jpnset : and being carried 
off the field, filled the rear rahks with dismay ; while 
the kiitg's division was struck with consternation at 
so disastrous a commencement of an action in which 
they had promised themselves so easy a victory. Bruce, 
who felt his little army much digressed by the arrows 
of the English, sent Bothwell round with a resolute 
body of men to attack the archers on the height they 
had seized. This was instantly effected ; and Bruce 
coming up with his reserve to fill the deficiencies 
which this artillery had made in his foremost ranks, 
the battle in the centre became close, obstinate, and 
decisive. Many fiell before the determined arm of the 
youthful kinff } but it was the fortune of Bothwell to 
encounter tne false Monteith in the train of Edward. 
The Scottish Earl was then at the head of the intre- 
pid Lanerkers. " Fiend of the most damned treason V 
cried he, '* vengeance is come \^* and with an iron gnCSp 
throwing him into the midst of the Lanerkers, the 
wretchcj traitor breathed out his treacherous breath 
under the strokes of a' hundred swords. '' So/' cried- 
the veterao; Iieknd, " perish the mmderers of William 
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Wallaoer' "So/' slMmtod tlie r«et/< periah the Me*. 
mie» of the, bravest of men !" 

^ this crins, the woihen and the foUowera of the 
SScettislr camp hearing suGh aa exclamation from their 
frknds, not doubting it was yictory, impatiently quit- 
ted their station behind the hill, and appeared on the 
summit waving their bonnets and handkerchiefs, which 
they had ezultmgly moahted on their staffs, and re-echo- 
ed with loud huzzas the shouts they had heard from 
below. The English mistaking these people for a new 
army, had not the power to recover from the increasing 
confusion which had seized them on king Edward him- 
self receiving a wound ; and panic-struck with the sight 
of their generals falling around them, they flung down 
their arms and fled. The king narrdwly escaped being 
taken ; but beinff mounted on a stout and fleet horse^ 
he put him to tne raieed before his pursuing foe, till 
he round shelter in Dunbar ; whence the young earl 
of that place, almost as much attached to the cause 
of England as his father was, gave him a passage to 
England. 

The Southron camp with all its riches fell into the 
hands of Bruce. And when he returned to Stirling 
from his victorious chase with the keys of Edinburgh 
in his hand and the Lord March his prisoner, (after 
having stormed that nobleman's castle and beat it to 
the ground}) he brought happy news which had met 
him on the way, that Edwara had died suddenly of 
chagrin, in the palace of Carlisle. So heaven had 
removed forever the prime instigator of Scotland's 
woes ! and with this mtelligence as a conclusive ar- 
gwnent, he demanded the unconditional surrender of 
Stirling Castle. The English governor knew the no- 
ble nature of the prince who made this proud requi- 
sition; and aware that farther opposition would be 
in vain, he resigned his fortress to his mercy, and 
opened the ^fates. — In that hour Brace entered as a 
conqueror, with the whole of his kingdom at his feet : 
for, from the Solway Frith to the northern ocean, no 
Scottish town or castle ^ewned a fbieign master. The 
acclamations of a rescued people rent the skies ! and 
while prayers and blessings poured .on him from above, 
below, and around, be did indeed feel lumself a khqg, 
•~**3»the had letumedtotfae toad of his ftr«&4her«. 
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WliU« lie fltood on IKi frdbd %rar<-honflrin fropt of tin 
great fpiea of the citadel, now tbtowe wide aaiyftder 
to admit their rightful sove^eig^, the Aoble priaoneni 
from the camp came forward, and thoee from»the g^ar- 
risoo appeared. They bent their kneea before him, 
And deliTering their swordt, received in return his 
gracious assurance of mercy. — At this momeBt all 
Scottish hearts and wishes, seemed rivetted oa their 
youthful monarch. And he, dismounting from bis 
steed with a gallant grace that took captive even the 
souls of bis enemies, raised hit helmet off his head as 
the bishop of Dunkeld, followed by all the ecclesiaa- 
tics in the town came to wait upon the triampb of hiir 
king. 

- The beautiful anthem of the virgins of Israel on tb» 
eonquest of David, was chanted forth by the nulis who^ 
for this heaven*aI]owed hour, like the spirits of the 
blest, revisited the world to give the chosen of their 
land, All hdU. 

The words, the scene, smote the heart of Bothwell ; 
he turned aside and wept. Where were now the 
buoyant feelines with which he had followed the simi- 
lar triumph of Wallace into these gates. *' Buried*, 
thou martyred hero, in thy bloody grave V^ New men, 
and new services seemed to have worn oat remesi' 
brance of the past ; but in the memories of even this 
joyous crowd, Wallabe lived though like a bright 
light passed through their path, and gone, never moM 
to be beheld. 

Bruce, on entering the citadel, was told by Mow* 
bray the English governor, that he would fina a lady 
there who was in a frightful state of mental derange* 
nent. A question or two from the victorious monarch 
eoon informed him that this was the Countesi of 
Strathearn. On the revolted abthanes having surten- 
dered Wallace and the kingdom to England, the jo^ 
tad ambition of the Countess knew no bonnds; and 
hoping in the end to persuade Edward^ to adjudge ttt 
her the crown, to silence the rivalry of the nobles, sbe 
made it apparent to the English king how naefw her 
■ervkes woaM be in Sootlend ; and with a plenarf, 
though secret miMioii, ehe toiek heir eonne through 
lier native land, to dieeov«r who were inimieal to the 
IbnicB inlei«sl» nod Hk* Uktif to frentfto Im ew* 
VoLVlIL ' ' Lt 
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ud after this eiicoit, fixing her ewnt «i StirUfiff , jiK« 
tired tlwve in regal ' nugBificence, and exercised th# 
Ivfietions of a vice qaeen." At this period kad arriyed 
intelligence vhich, from some of her late embassies to- 
JL«ondon, Mowbray thought woald fill her with exul- 
tation ; and thererare he hastened to tell her that the 
kinff <HL England's aathority was now firmly establish- 
ed in Seotund, for that Wallace had been executed on 
the twenty-third of Au^st according to all the forme 
of law upon the Tower hill. 

At the first declaration of this event, she fell Sense- 
less on the floor. It was not until the next morning 
that she recovered to perfect animation, and then her 
ravinffs were as horiibie as violent. She aocnsed her- 
self of the murder ef Sir William Wallace. She seem- 
ed to hear him upbraid her with his fate > and her 
shrieks and tremendous ejaculations so f^rfully pre- 
sented the scene of his death before the eyes of her at- 
tendants, that the women fled ; and none other of thai 
sex would afterwards venture to approach her. In 
these, ftarfiil moments, the dreadful confession of sB 
her premeditated guilt j f»f her'infiiriate and disap- 
pmnted passion for WsJlaee, and her vowed revenffei 
were revealed under circumstances so shocking, thsl 
Mowbray declared to thekingof Seots as he conduct- 
ed him towards Jier apartment, that he would rather 
wear out his life in a rayless dungeon, than endure one^ 
hour <tf her agonies. 

There was a dead silence in her chamber as they 
approached the. door. Mowbray eantiously opened it, 
and discovered the object of their visit at the Ihrther 
endof the room. She was seated on the floor, enve-. 
leped ifi a ansa of scarlet velvet, which she had drawn 
off the bed i her hands clasped her knees 5 and she 
bent forward, with her eyes nxed on the door at which 
they entered. Her once dazilin^ bnuty was now 
transformed to . the terrible lightning which 'nleamed 
on the face of Satan when he sat brooding on the bam^ 
ing marl of his new dominions. 

She remaiaed netioaless as they advanced. But 
when Bruce slept direetiy befiire her, contemplatiitt 
with horror the wonpji whom he reg a r d ed as eneef 
the murderers of hSe moat beloved friend, she sprung 
npoft kiii sMd ebiging 19 hhM with rfttieki^ 
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Ported ber head in hit bowim, uul ezelaimeiit— ^' Sm«- 
me ! — ^Bfar drags me down to< hell | 1 burn there, and' 
^et I die not !'' Then boratinc from Bruce wiUi an 
imprecation that froze hia blood, ahe daahed to th« 
other aide of the chamber, crying aloud, ** He tore out 
my heart ! — Fiend, I took thee for Wallace— —but I 
murdered him V^ Her agoniea, her ahrieka, and her at- 
tempts at aelf-violence, were now so dreadful, that 
Bruce, raisins her bleeding from the atone hearth cm 
which ahe had furioualy d^ed her head, pnt her in- 
to the arms of the men who attended her j and then 
with an awful sense of divine retribution, left the apa^t> 
ment. 

The generality of the Southron wtisoners he directed 
should be lodged in the citadel. But to Mowbray he 
gaye hia liberty ; and ordered every meana to fiusintata 
the aafe and convnodioua journey of that brave kftiffbt, 
whom he reouested to convey Lad;^ Strathearn to oer 
husband, with the king of Scota' wishea that ao gallant 
and worthy a nobleman might aoon be released by heav« 
en from so unhappy an union. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

Haviito despatched his army under the command 
of the Loids Lennox and Douglas, to spread them- 
selves over the face of the boraer counties,, till that 
peace should be signed by England which he was de- 
termined by unabated hostilities to compel; he sent 
Ruthven to Hunting-tower to bring his affianced bride to 
Cambuskenneth ; before whose altar, he had informed 
the biahop of Dunkeld, hia nuptial faith ahould be aealed 
with hers. 

At the close of the second da^ after he had Uken 
th«ie meaaurea for the aecurit^ of'^hia kingdom and the 
catabliahment of hia own hapmneaa, he had juat returned 
to hia tent on the banka of Bannockburn, (for it waa 
from the very field of victory that he had promiaed to 
lead laabella to the akar ! and therefore the camp would 
be hiadwellinB until ahe ahouJd arrive ; when Grunabjf, 
ao9 hia fidlhiul atteadaat, oondvctedaa amed knigiiC 
Into his presence. The light of the lamp which ^"^ 
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le tabte, ttr^aming full on the fkce of the ttntngcr, 
iTorad to the king hit Enfliah fitend the intrepid 
tgomerr. Brace, with an eiclam&tion of gjtd lur- 
I, wcold have clasped him in hit armt: bntitfontgo- « 
r dropping on his knee, exclaimed, ** ReceiTe a sub- 
an well as a friend, victorious and virtudus prince t 
liave forsworn the vassala^ of the Plantaffenets ; 
, without title or land, with onljr a faithral heart, 
ert Hambledon comes to tow himself yours and Scot- 
's forever." 

ruce raised him from the ground j and then wet" 
ing him with the warm embrace of fKendship, in-' 
ed of him the cause of so extraordinary an afasu- 
m of his legal sovereign. ** No light mattev," 
rved the king, " could have so wrought upon my 
e Montgomer)r !" — r-" Montgomery, no more \" re- 
1 the Earl .with indignant eagerness ; " When I 
w the insisnia of my Earldom at the feet of the unjust 
rard, I told him that I would lay the saw to the root 
)f nobility I had derived from hia house, and cut it 
i%& ; and that I would sooner leave my posterity 
lout titles and without wealth than deprive them of 
Ki^VKr. I have done as I said ! — And yet I come 
wit]|out a treasure ; for the sacred corse of William 
Uaoe is now in my barque, floating on the waves of 
Forth !" 

he subjugation of England would hardly have been 
i^elcome to Bruce as this intelligence. He recetv-' 
it with an eloquent though unutterable look of grat* 
ie which he enforced by an ardent pressure of the ' 
cator's hand. Hambledon continued : ** On the late 
int summoning the peers of England to follow 
I to the destruction or Scotland, dloucestor refus- 
inder a plea of illness, and I could not but sHbw a f 

nclination to obey. This occasioned some remarks i 

n Edward respecting my want of allegiarice, and ■ 

known attacnment to the Scottish cause, which 
w from me the answer. — That my>heart would not i 

the wealth of the world, permit me to join him in 1 

projected invasion, since I had seen the spot In my I 

I oountiy where, actuated by a most unkingly jeaf* \ 

y» he had cut down the flower of all knighthood, f 

^"^ he was a Soot and would not sell hlabiTth. '3 
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be ivIanMiy 

wsa my atnation, vheB, om oxtanM the prii 

chmmber nunediatdlT o« tke wnmm of Edimd^s 

and defttiiy I fowid Jolui Le de Speaoer, (the 

who had so baael^ iaaalted Wallace ea the day of hia 

coadamBatioB,) Mtting with his hi|^uieeB. On hjo^ 

fmng the condolenieBts doe from my taak, this worth- 

1^ huhmmi tamed on oke, aad acc«Bed aie in the wuotH 

insolent laagnage of lejoiciag ia the late kutt's iH<ciic- 

He taxed Die anith luKTias remained behind in 



London for the sote pmpose oTexecatins some plot, 
devised between me and my Scottish psrtiianSj lor 
the sabrersion of the English mcmarchy. I denied the 
tiharge. He enforced it with oaths and new allega* 
tioBS. The prince fnrioasly saTe me the lie, and com- 
manded me as a traitor from bis presence. I refined to 
stir an inch till I had made the base heart of Le de 
Spencer retract his ialsehood. The coward took coa- 
n^ge at his master's passion, and drawing his svoid 
upon me. in language that would blister my tongue to 
repeat, oe threatened to eompel my departure j and 
as a firrt motion^ he struck me on the face .ithjiis 
weapon. The arms of his fnince could not then save 
him i I thrust him through the body, and he feU. Ed- 
ward ran on me with his dag^r, but I wrested it from 
him ; and then it was that, in reply to his menaces, I 
revoked. my fisalty to a sovereign I despised. And 
leaving the presence, before the fluctuations of his ver- 
satile mind could fix upon seieing me, I had borne away 
the body of our friend u-om its sanctuary : and embark- 
^ ing it and myself on bqard a ship of my own, am now at 
your feet, brave and just king, a true Scot in heart and 
loyaltyl" 

" And as a brother, generous Hambledon !'' return- 
ed Bruee, " I receive and will portion thee. My pa- 
ternal lands of Cadzow on the Clyde, shall be thme 
forever. And majr thy posterity be as worthy of the 
inheritance, as their ancestor is of all my love and con- 
fidence V'iee) 

Humbledon having received his new sovereign's di^ 
^tioni concerning the disembarkatioa of those sacred 
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witkfMace: tie ratursed th^ saine m^t to the havem, 
where Wallece reeked in thet deep which even the voic* 
of friendship could not disturb. ' 

At an early hour next morning Bmce appeared on 
horseback armed cap-a-pee, with his helmet rojrallj 
plumed, and a. mantle' or the same significance over his 
shoulders. Both well, (whom be had summoned as soon 
as Hambledon Quitted the tent, to communicate to him 
tidings 80 gratetul to his heart,) appeared at his side. 
The troops he had retained at Bannockburn were drawn 
out on the field. In a brief address he unfolded to them 
the solemn duty to which he had called them : to receive 
once more, and forever, to its native land, the body of 
WUliam Wallace ! 

At the words, a cry, as if they beheld that beloved 
chieftain slain before them, issued from every heart. — 
The news spread to the town : and with tears and la« 
mentations, a vast crowd had collected themselves 
around the royal troop, just as a messenger arrived to 
inform the king that the body was landed and now 
bearinjg towards him. Bruce told Scrvmgeour to ele* 
vate the Scottish standard and begin the march. The 
whole train followed in speechless woe, as if each in- 
dividual had lost his dearest relative, and was attend- 
ing him to the ffrave. Having passed the wood, thev 
came in view of the black hearse which conveyed ail 
that now remained of him who had so lately crossed 
these precincts in all the panoply of triumphant war j 
in all the graciousness of peace and love to man ! — At 
the sight, the soldiers, the people, rushed forward, 
ftnd precipitating themselves before 4he bier, which 
now stopped, on their knees implored for his pardon 
on their ungrateful country. They adjured him by 
every tender name of father, benefactor, and friend ; 
forgetting that their king was by, they gave wav to a 
grief which most eloquently told the youto monarch that 
he who would be respected after William Wa]lace,lMsi 
not only possess his power and valor, but imitate his 
virtues, 

Scrymgeour, who well remembered the desire thai 
Wallace had expressed on the battlements of the Keep, 
of pnmbarton Castle, with a holy reference to thi 
vow he made to him at that time, now obeyed, hit. 
'Mid laid the ftesdard (»f ScotHadi^Km m|uL 
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Brace, umo uw imf his roytl head, with \A9 htely 
purple sweeping m the dust, walked before the b!^, 
shedding those tears, more precious in the eyes of hie 
subjects than the oil which was toon to pour upon his 
brow. It was, as he thus moYed on, the mourner of all 
mortal excellence, that he heard acclamations minglq 
with the yoice of sorrow. " This is our king, worthy to 
have been the friend of Wallace ! worthy to succeed iiii» 
in the kingdom of our hearts !'' 

At the gates of Cambuskenneth, the Tcnerable ab^ 
bot whom Wallace's valiant arm had placed there. 
a|»peared at the head of his religious brethren ; ana 
without uttering the grief that snook his aoed frame, 
he raised the golden crucifix over the head of the bierj 
and after leaning his face for a few minutes on it, pre- 
ceded the procession into the church. None but the 
soldiers entered. The people remained without 3 and 
as the doors closed on them they fell on the pvement, 
weeping as if the living Wallace had again been torn 
fiom them. 

On the steps of the altar the bier rested. The bishov 
ef Dnnkeld in his pontifical robes, received the sacred 
deposite with a cloud of incense ; and the pealing or- 
gan, answered by the voices and in such a sacred pre* 
aence of the choristers, breathed forth the solemn requi- 
em of the dead. The wreathing frankincense parted 
its vapour, and a wan but beautiful form appeared 
clad in a nun's black vestments, and claspin?^ an urn 
to her breast. She was supported by Lord fiothwelt 
towards the spot. Her veil was open, and discovered 
a fkce ast>f one just awaked from the sleep of death t 
it was ashy pale 3 but it bore a celestial brightness, 
which, like the silver lustre of the moon, declared its 
Miproach to the fountain of its glory. Her, eye fell ob 
ue bier : and with a momentary strength, bhe left the 
arms 00 which she had leaned in dying feebleness, and 
radiing towards it, threw herself upon the coffin. 

Hiere was an awful pause while Helen seemed to 
weep. But so was not her sorrow to be shed. It was 
locked within the floo^-gates of her heart. 

fa that suspension of the soul, when Bothwell knelt 
«B one side of tiie bier, and fence bent his knee oa 
the ether, the ehuieh door opened, and Retfavett ad* 
\lMdiBf ^1 his agititd huid the l^y InheU^' 
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df«M64 i9 hv bridal attire. She harried focwmni 
with her fair h/ce bathed in tears at tlie reeital abe 
had just heard. Br^ce stretched out his hand towards 
her : ** Come here, my youthful bride, and let tb^ firat 
duty be paid to the shrine of thy benefactor and'ouae ! — 
So may we live, sweet excellence, and somay w6 die, 
if the like may be our meed of heavenly glory V* Isabel- 
la threw herself into his arms and wej^ : and Helen, 
slowly raieing her head at these wordft, gased at her 
sister with a M>o]t of awful tenderness, and Uien tartting 
her eyes back upon the coffin, as if they would have 
pierced its confines, she clasped the urn suddenly to her 
neart and exclaimed, " Thy bridai bed Bkail 6e soy 
fprave /" 

j^uce and Isabellay not aware that she repeated 
words which Wallace had said to her, believing she 
' uddressed them, turned to her with portentouH emo- 
tion. She understood the terrified dance of h^ sis* 
ter : and with a smile,, which, snoke ber kindred to the 
soul hers was panting to join, sne said, " I speak t>f my 
Qwa espousals; But ere that moment comes, let my 
Wallace's hallowed presence bleaa your nuptials! — > 
Thou wilt breathe thy benediction through^ my lips !" 
added she, laying her hand on the coffin, and looking 
down on it as ir she were conversing with its iiUiabi- 
tant. 

** O. ! no no ;'' returned Isabella with a superstitioue 
dread, and shrinking from the almost unemlxMued aspect 
ef her sister .> 

** Jt is indeed her spirit that speaks 5'' cried Don-' 
keld, obeervins the awe, which not onl^ shook the 
tender frame of Isabella but had oommunicated itself 
to Bruce, who stood, not in fear, but in h^art^strek 
v^eration before the yet unascended angel; ''bolf 
inspiration," continued the bishop, ^'bealns from hev 
eyes j and as ye hope, for fiurther blessingSy elwy its diCi* 
tates V* 

Isabella bowed her head in acquiescence. Brace, 
M he approached to take his part is the sacied n1»i 
raised the hand which k^ on the patt to his lips. Thd 
eesemosy began $ was finished !~Ae the bricM aetes 
wsottuded tnm >the ofg^ui^ aad the royd pair rose 
fnim th«ir kntei^Halea hsOd kw llwdi ovSr tiisa, 

«0dj« iailttiiiofM ! Mil* Ukft mu^m, 
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te jour htut», your light and slory !— Be yon blegtod 
-in all thing! as Wallace would have hleiM you !-> 
From his side I pour out my soul upon you, my sisfeer 
^my brother!— and with its inward breathed jvay- 
ers to the giver of all good for your eternal happiness, 
I turn to my long looked-for rest!'' Then aner fer- 
vently kissing[ her sister, she again turned to the cof- 
fin, and ezclamied, ** We have met at last ! — I waited 
only for this : to unite thy noble heart to thee again» 
and then I claim thy promise— at our Father's hands '/* 
She sunk on her knees, and clasping her hands strong- 
ly, in low accents faintly uttered, " Death ! where is 
thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory 7" and then 
ceasing, seemed in earnest prayer. 

At this awful monSent, the Abbot of Inchafiray ap- 
proached the king with the iron box. " Before the 
sacred remains of the once champion of Scotland,(^) 
and in the presence of his royal successor," exclaimed 
the abbot, ** let this mysterious coffer of St. Fillan 
be opened, to reward the deliverer of Scotland accord- 
ing to its intent !" If it were to contain the relics of 
St. Fillan himself," returned the king, '* they could 
not meet a holier bosom than this !'^ and resting th« 
box on the cofSn, he unclasped the look ; and the JRc- 
gtdia qf Scotland was discovered ! At this sight Bruce 
exclaimed in an agon^ of grateful emotion, ** Thus did 
this truest of human beings protect mv rishts, even while 
the people I had deserted, and whom ne had saved, knelt 
to him to wear them all I" 

''And thus Wallace crowns thee!" said Dunkeld, 
taking the diadem from its coffer, and setting it on his 
head. 

'' My husband anc^ my king !" gently exelaimed 
Isabella, sinking on her knee before nim, and clasping 
his hand to her lips. Ruthven, at this motion took 
a roll of parchment from his breast. ** I must not be 
the last to bring a precious gift to my sovereign. Here/' 
added he, presentinff the scroll, " I received this from 
Engli^ envoys, as Icame through Stirling. It contain* 
hoBoraUe omb of peace frma the youag kng^B^ 
ward." 

" liearest then that ? my sweet eoosin lieka !" eri- 
«d BethweU, touching the clasped hands which res^ -* 
-m ftD Miiii. H9 tuned i»le, «Bd loeked m F 



Bruce, is the riid moment of hit jot at tliis b&pfgr tMm^ 
ewamatioii offlo many yean of blooa, observed not hit 
glance, but in exalting accents exclaimed, ^ Look up, taj 
niter s and let thj sou), dicoursinff with oar Wallace^ 
tell him that Scotland fs free, and fimce a king !'' 

She i^ke not, she moved not. Bothwell raised her 
clayMJold face. '' That soul is fled^ my lord \** said he, 
** bint from ypn eternal sphere they nvw together look 
npon your joys. Here let their bodies rest | for they 
lavtd in their livee, imd in their deiUht they thaU, not 
he divided ! 

TklC.KMD 
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, NOTES 
TO TH& THIRD VOLVMB OF THB . 
SCOTTISH CHIEFS. 

j[a p. 9.) m commemoration of the victory which 
this ancient Scottish prince obtained over the Britone 
before the Christian era, the field of conquest hae ever 
after been called Rutheiglen. 

{b p. 9.) A senachie, or bard, was an indiroennble 
appendage of rank in every noble Scottish faraily. The 
•enachie always slept in his lord V apartment. 

(c p. 10.) This round tower or keep, is the only part 
ef the castle of Durham in any good preservation. 

{d p. 16.) These speeches are historically true, as 
is also the after treatment of Edward to the Earl of Car- 
rick. 

(e p. 21.) It is a superstition with the lower ordera 
in the north, that when a man is soing to die^ some of 
his friends see his apparition, which they call his wraith, 
and they say it often appears in the presence of the 
doomed person. 

(y p. 31.) The remains of this curious subterraneous 
passage are yet to be seen ; but parts of them are now 
broken in upon by water, and therefore the communica- 
tion between Durham and Fincklay is now cut off.— 
Many strange legends are told of this passage. 

(g p. 4&.) The poet, Mind HarriO; gives a veir in* 
teresting account of the particulars o? this naval en- 
gagement. The author of " Scottish Chiefs'' dedicat- 
ed a chapter to the same subject, but finding it swell her 
pages too largely, she superseded it by these lew gmn- 
mary lines. 

{h p. 92.^ Harrie is the authority for thit ifiv<^ " 



$» NOTES. 

tttr«. He comprehends in the province with wliicb 
Philip endowed WaUace, both Guienne and GascoAy. 
But the dif ision made here ia mote consonant with hia- 
toiy. 

{i p. 97.) Both of these carious letters are extant in 
Hollingshed. 

(A p. 110.) Sir Alexander Ramsaj; who used to be 
callea the flower qf courtUneatf is celebrated in his- 
tory as the brave follower of Wallace, and these caves, 
which are still visited with veneration by every true 
Scot, are the scenes of many a legend respectinjg 
the prowess of Ramsay when he issued from their 
green recesses to assist m the downfall of his country's 
enemies. 

tl p. IK).) The Red Cummin was an attributive ap- 
lation of John, the last regent before the accession 
of Bruce. His &ther, the pnncely Earl of Badenoch, 
was called the Black Cummin, {and from that circum- 
stance I have so sumamed James, who in these volumes, 
is made the predecessor of John in the regency ;) but 
why they received, these epithets I cannot find any 
gpea account. Some say it was owing to the color 
of their hair. Probably it might be from a difference 
in their banners. Sable borne by one Cummin, and 
gules by the other, would be sufficient to mark them 
by these names. 

[m i>. 130.) Abthanes were the greater barons or 
jchmfe in Scotland, who held a sort of legislative power 
over the. minor orders. 

{n p. 157.) The marriage of the Countess of Stra- 
theam with Earl De Warenne, and her conse<iuent 
disloyalty to Scotland, is related by several histori- 
ans. 

(o p 159.) The ''XochieP' of Mr. Thomas Campbell 
Aittea before my eyes as I ventured to shadow forth this 
scene. 

{p p. 169.) This saying of the venerable teacher of 
Wallace is recorded. It means, ^' Know of a certamty, 
that liberty, the best of things, never can exist vssdtir 
the hand <^ servility !" 

{q p. 172.) This speech is almost literal fimn hit- 



NOTES. M 

(rjp.I7i.) ItifnidtlditthuiKerwattheittMiloror 
the Ken of Kenland. His dyiag tn defence of Wal* 
Uce ifl not & fiction. 

.(• p. 184.) The panllel icene to this in the istter- 
tating Lay of Uind Harrie, i» one of the finest in the 
poem. 

{t p. 186.) On the bonkt of the Clvde, nest Lanerk^ 
each a tower is still seen, and bean the name of Wal- 
lace. 

■ {u p. 194.) The evenU of Wallace having dicuted 
tennB of peace with England, and Monteith pledgmg 
himself to that country's emissary having taken place 
in this chnrch, are traditionary facts. 

(io p. 198.) These words of lamentation are recorded 
as having been monounced by Wallace. The early 
maturity of his triend cannot be thought marvellous, 
when we recollect Charles XII. Sie, Lumloch, the spot 
where this horrible treason was acted, has since been 
called Robroyston, from having, in after times, been the 
residence of Rob Roy, the fkmons freebooter. 

{x p. 201 .) Spottiswood insists very much on this pre- 
diction of Erciraoun's, which was verified In James, in 
the ninth degree from Bruce. ^ 

{y p. 305.) The words of such a stetence are too 
norrid to be registered here. I read them (when it wae 
in the po s session of the late Sir Frederick Eden) in the 
original death-warrant of the Duke of Norfolk, signed 
by Queen Elizabeth ; and .their sanguinarv import would 
be too dreadful for humanity to cradit their execution, 
did he not know that it has been done. . . 

{x p. 205.J In the tradition of this circumstance, ii 
is teiq, that in scorn they crowned him with a wreath of 
laurel, but for obvious reasons I have a little changed 
the narrative. 

{aa p. 215.) This bequest of Wallace is related as a 
act. 

J 66 p. 229.) This sentiment with regard to the Scot* 
1 hero, is given in Speed's histoiy. 
{ee p. 297l) In the relation of this incident, B«-> 
ehanan names Montgomery as the friend who a|sprii* 
ed Bruce of his danger. HoUinnhed attributes it to 
OUmcester. I have paid due deference to both avttet- 
ities: 
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f6t NOTB8. 

(dd jh 843.) In. msmm of this c i r «i in rtai ic#, the 
crest or the mmily of Kirkpfttrick is a hasd graiipiBg 
a dsggeir distilling gouts of blood i the motto " 1 PMk* 
sicker/' . 

(ee p. 253.) These circumstances relating to tho 
first establishment of the jioble family of Hdmiltoa (ia 
old historians eaUed Hampton er Hameldony ii|^ Scot* 
land, are particularly recorded. The lands of Cad- 
zow are now celled Hampton/ from their owners ; and 
on them is the sploadid mansion of the duke of that 
name. 

, (if p. ^87.) The extraordinary bodily as well as men- 
tal superiority which Bruce and Wallace possessed over 
their coteoworaries, is thus most interestingly recorded 
by Hector Bcetius : - 

** About the latter end of the year 1430, king James 
I. on returning to Perth from St. Andrews, found his 
Curiosity excit^ to visit a very old lady of the house 
of Erskine, who resided in the castle of Kinnoul. In 
consequence of her extreme old age she had lost her 
sight, but all her other senses were entire,, and her 
.IxmIv was yet firm and lively. She had seen William 
Wallace and Robert Bruce, and frequently told par- 
ticulars of them. The king, who entertained a love 
and veneration of great men^ resolved to viat the old 
lady, that he might hear her describe the manners and 
strength of the two heroes. He therefore sent a mes- 
sage, acquainting her that he would come to her the 
next day. When she was told that the king was ap* 
preaching, she went down into the hall of her castle^ 
attended by a train of matrons, many of whom were 
her own descendants. She advanced to meet hig ma^ 
iesty so easily and gracefully, that he doubted her 
being wholl^ blind. At his desire she embraced and 
kissM him. He took her by the hand and made her 
At down on the seat next nim } and then, in a long 
conference, he interrogated her on ancient matters. 
Among other things he asked her to tell him what, sort 
of a man William Wallace was : what was his penoD* 
■I i^re i what his courage ', and with what dsgieo 
of strength he was endowed. He pnk the same ^es> 
tions to her concemimr Robert Bruce.— —JSoftsr^, said 
ijie, toes a man, beau^fkl, and of a Juu appairmui, 

'Htinnitk «Mt to gniU tktU U could •HUg km 



NOTES. 26S 

overcome «ny morUd man tf hit time. But in eo far 
09 he ez^eUea other men, he was exeeUtd by WaUaee^ 
Mft in etature and bodily etrength ; for in vfreetling, 
WoJUaiu couid have overUuroum two eueh men a$ Ro- 
bert:' 
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